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the poyſon of ſuppoſed 
| - |." Propheties: 


Not hi cherto confuted by the penne 


- of any man, which bein grounded , eyther yppon the 
< warrant and authority o olde paynted bookes,expolitions 


of Dreames, Oracles, Renelations, Tnuocations of damned 


ſpirites, Judicialles of eAftrologie , or any other kinde of pretended 
CO NTRS) De futuris contingentibus : haue beene ths of 
great diſorder in the common wealth, and cheefely among the fims 
ple and ynlearned people : very needefull to ef publiſhed 
at this rime,conſideriog the late offence. whika grew 
IE oy moſt palpable and groſle exrours | | 
(REY in Aſtrology, | a 
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cretarie to the Queenes Mateſtie, 
| and encof her mall hrnodeble 
prinic Counſayle. 


of exquilite and perfe& workes, al- 
A\ lowe no building to be fullie fini- 
1} ſhed, which wants a coucrtobeare 
{| out a ſtorme,mine enterpriſe may 


maſter Secretarie )for that hauing 
—= — in a manner made an ende of this 
rude pyle,cthough not fo forwallic; according tothe dein- 
tic patternes of Corinthe, Athens, and the pallaces of Greece, 
as painefullic according to the moduleof my ſlender skill:T 
preſume to ſhroude the ſame ynder the ſhaddow of your 
whhges, andto grace it with the loucr of your honourable 

e,thar enuie may. bequite diſcouraged from gluing a- 
ny ſharpeaſlaulre, orat the caſt her voyſome ſmoake af> 
cending tothetoppe,may finde avent whereby to vaniſh, 
For if the ſweetneſle of your difpoſicion, the franknefle of 
your minde , the credire of yourplace, the leue]l of your 
long experience , and the depth of your judgement, be 
meanes ſufficient and'ſtrong\enough,ro drawerhe mindes 
of perſons well diſpoſed, both tolouc and honour you,tor 
of my parte, am torcedto confeſſerhebonde of my parti- 


cular aftetion,and'zcale vnto yourſclfeto beſo much n=. 


creaſed by your ſtedfalt freenſhippein the daics of proofe 
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Sir 
Frauncis Walſmgham, principall Se- 


I Wal Vitruuius the Tudge 


ſeemeleſſe ſttaunge to you (good. 
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ſerte grvn eale.cbrrapy heart, wirhall,, while inhagh apy 
ſparke of ifeto acknowledge rhe great merire of your yn- 


deſcruedfanour.. For to Whotnein teafonfhonld hen ra- 
ther recommend themſelnes; chen on whome they haue ' 
greateſt cauſe ro loue :*whormay bermore ſecurchie truſted 


 1ntheporte of hbertie, then he that once vouchſaued with 


auch napand to wallipapogetatluge. tncaray 

chaunce whocan with better aymederermine of airuth, 
thentheethateuer was hir'freeod by /pature, and is tiowe a 
ſtrong aſsiftauntby au@horitie»| who can better-iudge of 


my:conceytezthen he chat hach be HI AAMIOD 
rhe-ficlt beginning withumine aunſwer.”. Belide, tf1rmayec 


: 


pleaſe yowrorrecall the ryme ro minde,wherein as well to 


ou,as othersof yourcalling , I engaged my.afl yred.pro- 
Niſefaf God lanes ly fe)ro 5 pub An timony-to the 
world, what my: conccite hathrcuerbeene ob Prophecies; 
whickywiſemen yaluc'astheſcommeot pride, and dregs of 
ignorautce:;' you maycaccepythis Ticariſe rather;indiſ- 
charge of a former debr, thenas the lone of a later wſurie, 
Foras it plcaſed/God to dirett the (alc of 7gfephinto:Eg ipr 
toacertaineende,although he ynderſtoodeat not, noraay 
of thoſemſtcumentes that ſoughrroridde/himout of! the 
way for another cauſe. AsſainrPhllip had akind of liking, 
to thebeaten way ,whereby Queene Candaces zealous Eu- 
puch cold not chooſe but paſſe, alcrhoughhe werenot pri- 
vic tothe plotrewhich GOD had (erin heauen, before he 
wereemplaicd therein; fo from the ſixteenth yeere of: mine 
age, vntyllthispreſcnr daye,(Iknowenort wherher by in- 
ſiin& of prouidence;, br warning by miſhaps'of ſomerhat 
went before)! -my manner hath beencinthe coutle of all 
my.rcadivg , toſtore yp allſuch reaſons and exawples,, as 
45 Mt ts OCCUI- 


|» The Bpiftle Dedicatorie:; 
occurred eyther in Philoſophie, the cimill lawes, dinianirie, 
or hiſtories; catheruine of prerended Propheres;and their 
Ptophedies: alchough:inmucch [:\cobld no moreforeſee 
what accident migtirmoue'mecafrterward.rodiſpoſe and 
marſhall chemin order for mincowne defence,then cicher 
 Toſeph or Phillippe knewer what thould betide them in their 
iourney:\My care and ftuddy hath bceene onely todo rhar 
which might be:confonanrto the wyll andplcaſureof al- 
mighty God, agreeable co rhe circiiſtaunces of: the preſent 
trymefufticient-formine owne diſcharge, and pleaſing in 
bir ſight whome' peerelefle:vertues planted: in a: royall 
ſocke,baucexempred from compariſon. If nothing then 
that. eyther:helpeth'nor},” or tenderh-not to this prefixed 
ſcopeber publiſhed and recommended by my penne: my 
hope isrhen;I may beboldeto blaſe your name in thefirſt 
pagoof my Booke/, with.lyke- deuotion: to thar where- 
with-the; Romanes:vicdoſcr foorththeportraice of theyr 
moſt -afſured-freehd!, inche formoſt fronz'of: cheyr pal- 
lace-{i And albeit the ſacrifices which in olde'tyme' were 
offered to, G OD, might neither be vnperfe&, defe&tine, 
oflame inany part , yer courteſies which flowe from ſted- 
- faſt freendes, may be regarded for theyr ſimple and playne 
meaning, chough.nor for theyr weight : as pearles"beare 
prices ;not according to theyr value, which isfleight, bur 
according to th2 common eſtimate, which isof more im- 
porcaunce. ' Touching thefaultes or oucrlightes eſcaped in 
thisbooke,as I doubr not bur:there may be ſome, becauſe 
Iamamanzand, Zabi eff humanum:; ſocould I withe!, thar 
eyther they were noted with diſcretion; orconcealed with 
humanitie:! Bur foraſmuch as notthe- qualities alone;bur 
the moodesand humors alſo of ſuch perſons ,/ as are lyke 
enough rocauil,& except agaialt this plaine deſcCatine,are 


I C.ii, © found 


The Epifile Dedicatorie.. 
founde to differ by degrees , I will endeuouras I may to 
ſorte themrints ſundry formes , that'a Lyon'may beno 
leflecafily diſcerned by his: pawes,, thenan Adder by his 
ſti both by theyr cxcrciſe. Thelearned may reproue 
with reaſon whar 1 have ouerſcene with haſte, inrecom- 
_ pencewhereof, I will beno leflewilling to retorme, then 
r they are to admoniſh, ſuppoſing thisground to be alwaies 
F certaineand vnfallible,that they can not be ſayd to ſwarue 
= 1 | - orerre {ſo much;which confecfſe thetnſcluesto bequite be- 
fide the way, as others thatare nor aſhamed topretendea 
matchleſſevnderſtanding in thoſe marters, wherein they 
ol are alrogerher ignoraunt. The Bandogges whoſe enucno- 
med and ſpighttullreerhyI feareareoftthree forts, and yer 
all whelpes of that accurſed kinde; which drive men with 
their bawling,from the conqueſt ofthe golden fleeſe, rhat 
is regarded by the worthy ; Thefirſt forr, ſerting downe 
theyr indgementrouching any matter, looke nor-into:the 
ſubic&,burthe writer thacdrſcourſerh therevpon,andthar 
with ſuch-aparnal & preiudicatconceite,as Battas ſhall be 
ſoonercrowned with aLawrell, if he beare rtheyrliuerye, 
then Homere wythan Tuiegarlande , if heewrytcnot'in 
theyrhionor, It the perſonnewhom they like nor for per» 
riculer offence}, ' be found to flouriſh indiſcourſe, oy 
charge» him with too much-abounding 1n: his wordes, 
(though Ciceropretera witte,from which we may detraft 
before thar whervnro weſhall be fayne to adde) if hega- 
therand conclude his reaſons in a narrow rowme ,' they 
-rouch himwitly obſcurirye according:ro theyr mariner, 
(whichas one writes,Nec breuia valent intelligere, netpro- 
-lixa amapt legere,are neicherable to conceiuetbarwhich is 
fhorr,nor willing toread ouer ayything thar isenlarged, If 
he make ſomechoiſe of words, Aueupatur ſullabas;he punts 


for 


for filablexjFnotthe wark's is dry &not worthy: reading: 
I the write inprayſcofany perſon, they demaunde-a fine 
for tlatter y atof none, forenuic. Ithe follow the pointor- 
derly 'whith hetakes io hand ro prooue,. the manistedi- 
ous,ithedigreſle ro-trecreateand retreſhapaineful reader, 
frivolous, F teuery ſtring; accordenor with thedeſcant of 
the preſent ume,thewriter isa Malecomter,it heplay with 
dutifullregardevppon.themcane,no fauourer, itherunne 
ro ranckeyppon thetrebble, then an hipocrite: inventt- 
o-withtheſtis vanity,difcretion cunning;8 ro wardour 
| {clucsawrongrtothemallicious. Ecrmenkeepethelelues 
aswarlly as they candeuife, outof thethorre of cnuie/or 
curiolity,: yctall cannorcontentthele ſharpo.inquiſitors, 
who skirmiſhing againſttheſhdddowcs-and chimeras of 
their owne canccite-:and ſuppoſing wharſocucr credue-/is 
attaincd-by the merire of another, robe compaſled in their 
diſgrace,arcto belcft eytherto the puniſhment of God,or 
totherecoile of their owne injuries, notwithſtanding I 
woulde wiſh the well diſpoſed,to take nbriceof their hu- 
mor,citherþy the reaſon which they vouch againſt ano+ 
ther,orby conceining how they-ſtand atteed rorhe man, 


or by cnquiring whicher cuſtomehane not: bredde inthe 


a kinde of habirc,of ſwimming alwates with the/Trowt a+ 
gainſt the ſtreame ,Deiruend aliena quam edificandi ſua,ot 

miping other mens endeuour, rather. thEcreCting of 
theirowr ce, orwhicheothey benot ſimpleandynlearned 
inallarres, becauſe as Citerodiſcourſcrh againſt '4nthory; 
Newodliens virtati invider qui faticconfidit ſue wheretore 
Tleauethe firſt kindeas difopncrad likeRatres,- by theyr 
creepirig ynder yailes, ' wiſhing that cyther they woulde 
Fant theirmoode, or thar thewiſer force will gig no 
; er arY chen belongerh to-ſo grear's indignity,” 
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The Em \Demrarre; . » 
Thefecod ſort isthemoreperilons;io this reſpeftchatthe 
_ eartie poiſon vnder ſullen lookes;& beſtowe theiricenſar 
_ noleflepecnithly byſilenrſcornethenmby lauiſhyytterice; 
for Cahn neither ſtoode in fearcof Cicero nor of Dolobella, 
whowete bothe!looſcand quickeotſpeech , bur feared ra» 
ther; Pallidos &> tacites,as' Bratusand Caſſius, whobatknor, 
but pinch/before warning i Ihaucborh heard: and read of 
ertaine.perſons; whofor the ſpace of many yceres, inſul> 
ting vpon the miſerics ofall menthat by any meane haue 
he indifgrace,hauechallenged yatorhemſclues 
Ka ied A 1097 IRR 2 
Jew Ka cightof credite;thar preſumption may 
preſcribe againſt deſarr,8c their woicesbe regardedias 4pol- 
los oracles. AgainſttheſeEdifsdutſe more trankly.becauſe 
mennes carcs hauervitnefledar ſundcictmes, the wronges 
which PH 94 ren 6 n 09 W 11 le 
round, ( v i0-maybe rated asa fault,to publiſheany 
Hoon 4" t,zwhich hath not both been ſcen;and wor 
ouerfeen by them)and if be notmuch deceiucd;I an-nor 
volikeito be-tried-by-theſamectrooked meaſure So long 
as any:light exceptiohaay be taken 7,” cither to-the fub- 
Fance ot thetnatter,,orithe.maner of eoditing, they ſeeke 
not totrauaile very farre for reaſonsof reproofe;burifthac 
blowe be ſhnhned-and preucnted warilieby the writersdi- 
bgence:-ahen fall they xocoigne freſheauthaursghichithes” 
ſtampeoftheir owneideuife, fromwhencethe grounde 
alldſcourfesmay ho fuppolaeoberiravine by firakd 
gcuoringin places where their. ſpeeches arc of{orndrecotd 
ro.charge a man with thefr,whomethey cinotronch with 
ignoraunce!; The fzareotthis hath mademeyourh mine 
2uGhors which make for my;purpoſe;intheryerioþookes 
& leaves whereintheplaces lic;fo:thad platnodtaling mayi 


-72P defend 


the Epittle Dedicatoric. . 


defend it ſelfe, where ſecrete mallice lurketh ynder yay les 


& 1ſhadowes of hipocrilic. Brit as it is a rulerhat whoſoeuer 
dare ſpeakewhat him liſt, is ike ſometimes to heare more 
then contentes his humor : ſo mult I craue a licence (as ir 
werc)to ſound the —_ ofthoſe condemning wits,which 
_ dematid accountofallmen 8& in modeſt maner , to reduce 
theirlawleſſeſcopes tothe boundes of reaſon. Firſt,there- 
forewe muſt note. cheir wiſdometo be veric baſe, and ſuch 
G O D knowes,as hitherto, hath yeelded greater ſtoreof 
thornes then fruits,cxcepting complements of ſcruile flat» 
_ eerie which ſome countlearned skyll , roſhifte their ſailes 
according to the itting ofthe wind, and taking colourhke 
chameleons and lobſters of the ſande or. toric wherevnto 
they cleauc(for pollicie,bur not for loue:) applierheir-ſtu- 
dics either ro deuoure young frie:,or todecciue olde credi- 
tors, And though they lookeas bi 


beaſt ina Lions skin; hs Arr Ge Lt. 1097 cad-in 
an-eſcorheon of pretence;; though: they lone the tables'end 


lyke Phatiſcis, and firoke their beardes fine/times, as the 
Dottors of Sorboxathardiſpured with Erapmus, did before 


they bring out 6newiſe word; though they take vpo them! 


ro diſcourſe, De owmi fcibile cnn nibil ſcient;and cnterlarde 
thcirfancies with the tudgemerof great leatned men, as if 


thelingofright weteeuerin the leuel of theireie, yerrheir 
conteireand ynderſtanding 1s ſoflight and ſhallowe', as 


neither they: areable rodefineany thing ſaue afſentation, 
(whaſe.Genas er differetia,they know much berter thethe 
deepeſt Dotar in the ſchooles,) nor todenide! any thing, 
ſauingperfe&tand&afſured-vnitic. They preiſe with eager. 
gppetire, into the knowledge of ſuch marrers as are farre a-. 
boue their reach, though ſhart of their opinis, and finding 
that therowmes are ertherfull , or tha the learned iudges 
of theit kill deſire no copany.with: Craſſus they arte won 
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The Epiftle Dedbegtarie; 
Thefecod ſort isthemoreperilous;iothisreſpeftchatth 
carti2 poiſon vnder ſullen lookes& beftowe their cenfar 
noleflepcenithly by ilenrſcornerherwby lauiſhytterace; 
for Cehar neither ſtoodc in feareof Cicero nor of Dolobella, 
whowete botheilooſe and quickeof ſpeech ,bur feared ra» = 
ther; Pallidos &> tacites,as' Bratus'and Caſius,whobatk not, 
but pinch before warning ; 1hanc borh heard' and read of 
eertaine.perſans; whotor the ſpace of many yeeres, inſuls 
ting vpon the miſeries ofall men that by any meane haue 
beenplunged indifgrace,haue challenged ynro themſclues 
withall,a peremptorie cenfurerinall matters;afpiring-only 
to this pointand-height of credite;thar preſumption may: 
preſcri be againſt deſarr,8 their voices be regarded as 4pol- 
los oracles. Againſt theſe Idifedurſe more trankly.becauſe 
mennes cares hauewitnefſedarſundrictmes,; the wronges 
which rhey hanedoone to:others'withour any reaſonable 
ground, (valefleirmay-be rated asa fault, to publiſhe any 
thiogin print,which hath not both been ſeen;and perhaps 
ouerfeenby-them)and if Ibe not much deceiued;I am-nor 
vnlikeito be tried-by-theſameccrooked meaſure, So long 
as any:light exceptiohmay be taken 7,” cither ro the fub- 
ance of themater, or'the:maner of enditing, they ſeeke 
not totrauaile very farre for-reaſons of reproote;bur-if that 
blowe be ſhnhned and preucnted warilieby thewritersdi- 
bgence:-then fall they rocoigne freſhe authourshichithes 

ſtampeoftheir owne:deuife; tromwhencethe groundesof = 


alldſcourfes-may ho luppoltdcobiexiravineby fieakflen: 
denoring in places where their ſpeeches are of fornearecotd 
tocharge a man with theft, yhome they cinotrouch with 
ignoraunce; The f:arcotthis hath mademeyourh mine 
2uthors which make for my:;purpoſe,:intheryerioþookes 
& leayes whereintheplaces lic;fothad plainodtaling mayi 
22 1 | defend 
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The Fpiftle Dedicaterie, : 
defend it ſelfe, where ſecrete mallice lurketh vnder vayles 
& {hadowes of hipocrilie. But as it isarulethat whoſoeuer 
dare ſpeakewhat him liſt, is ike ſometimes to heare more 
then contentes his humor : ſo mult I craue a licence (as ir 
werc)to ſound the depth of thoſe condemning wits,which 
dematiid accountof all men 8 in modeſt maner , to reduce 
theirlawleſſe ſcopes tothe boundes of reaſon, Firſt,there- 
fore we muſt note. their wiſdometo be vericbaſe,and ſuch 

G O D knowes,as hitherto , hath ycelded greater ſtore of 
thornes then fruits,cxcepting complements of ſeruile flat = 
tcriewhich ſomecountlearned skyll , toſhifte their ſailes 
according;to the ſitting ofthe wind, and taking colour hke 
chameleons and lobſters of the ſande or ſtone wherevnto 
they cleauc(for pollicie,bur not for loue:) applie their ſtu- 
dies either ro deuoure young fric;, or todecciue olde credi- 
tors, And though they lookeas bigge as E/opes long-cared © 
beaſt ina Lions kin; Ks A catrie Gorgones head'in 
an-eſcocheon of pretence., though they loue the tables'end 
lyke Phariſcis , and iroke their beardes fine times, as the 
Doors of Sorbonathatdiſpured with Erapmus, did before 
they bring out onewiſe word, though they take vpo them 
ro diſcourſt, De owmi {cibile cum nihil ſciantand cnterlarde 
thcir fancies with the indgemerof greatleatned men, as if 
thelingofright were cuer-in the leuel of theireie, yerrheir 7; 
condeiteand vnderſtandiog is ſoflight and ſhallowe', as 
neither they areable rodefineany thing ſaue afſentation, & 
(whaſe.Genas & differetia,they know much berterth&the 
deepeſt Do&ar in the ſchooles,) nor todenide any thing, 
fauingperfeR and 'affured-vnitic - They prelſe with eager 
gpoetite, into the knowledge of ſuch marters as are farre a-. 
bouetheirreach,though ſhort of their opinis, and finding. 

that the rowmes are ctherfull , orthar the learned indges 

of theit kill deſire no copany with: Craſſus they are wonr 

"Tit +1, to 


ro (mile inTerplo,and ro whinein Angulo . Faine wo 


Exo.10,5.6 


| ſomerime with Achitophe 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie, £S. 
uld 
they be rraſted with che keeping of the Capitoll, but when 


that cannot be, ſuch is the baſcneſſe of their mindes,as ra- 


ther then ro faile-of all expeftation , like tothe geeſe 
at Rome,which were maintained by rhe common charge, 
becauſethey once 4id ſeruice,though by chance, 8 nooks 
choiſe,they wil-hifle 1n agalery .Theſe-men cinot be copa- 
red berter the rotheLocuſts, 2ue nihil paſſe ſunt germinace, 
which would ſuffer nothing to bloome nor flouriſh in the 
land of Egipr. They liuelike Vipers,by the marrow which 
they ſucke out of good mensbones , and care'not who de- 
caiesnor by what meanes;ſo their hornes may be exalted, 
Sometime they' runne with 4b/alon for his curled: heare, 
I for his cunning head, but ſel- 


_ domeor neuer with good David for religious limplicitte.. 


8.Re,10.22 


They followe freendes that are moſt able to ſupplie theyr 
wantes,as'VV afpes doo honnie,as Antes doo granaris,and 
as'Kires doo carrion « but ſo ſoone as any ligneofſtorme, 
or fowle weather dooth appeare, farewell good freendes,for 
theſe ſimer (wallowes will ſeek out a new<climate.” They 
runne to Ophir with great hope of gaine,bur itthe loſſe of 
time maye be compared with the feathers of cheir neſt ir 
may be though chat in ſteed of golde & filuer;rhey- bring 
home nothing elſe burapes and peacockes. Now touching 
their deepe eloquence, with the pecuiſh glorie and-conceir, 
whereof they flatter —_— them(eluesſomnch;1 wiſh: 
char men willdeemecitherby their vererancegwhich'is'ob:; 
ſtrued witharheume of rayling;or by their words which: 
are affe&ted , or by their works, which either never wereat 


 all,orateſo droſlic and ſo full of roies as nothing candigeſt 
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them into order,or refyne chem , butaflame ora furnace! 
Itisarulein Cicers; that of all menthoſe aremoſt vnficts- 
indge, Qui ant inuidentaut fauent ,and inthe ciui)l ke 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
likewiſe, Peritis credenduni eſſe in ſaa facultate',' but our 


a puffing kinde of -cnuic , which ariſcrh nor from the ſto- 
mach but fromthe (plence: as they cannor vtter any ſimple 
word witha faithfull mcaning,. They were neuer well in+ 
ſtructed in/the grotidsofany knowledge , & yer they will 
notſhick tocaſtatall, white cheir handsarcin,and though 
their hap be to caſt out, and leeſe for want of skill romake 
their game : yerallthe ſetters at the table , muſt be paide 


and aunſwered: with graue regardes , and {ignes of greater 
coppic in the ſtorchouſe of their addlc heads , then either 
men dare truſt ynto without able ſucrries,, orthernſelucs 
are-able to;/perfourme wittiout helpe of their neighbours. 


To-theſe men I willaunſwere, as S. leromedyd almoſt 


inthe! veriecaſe of the lyke kinde of examiners : Now eſt y1;cicn. 
grande garrireper angules ce, Itisnogreat mattet formen de ocean, 


ro-charte orcarpe in a corner, - where either: ſtanders-by; 
muſt: gine place for good manner, or-holde their -peace 
for modeſtic ;- Bur if any man except againſt my wordes, 
let him take his penne and laie downe his groundes; that 
allche worlde may iudge, whether ymplicitic hane beene 
more ſtrong, or enue more: bolde ar impudeat ; | Bos 
enim laſſus fortias figit pedem , tor a wearie Oxc dooth 
ſerte dowpe his foote , and treade ſomewhat harder, 

For though for skill I cannot be compared to.4pelles, yer 
ſincethe yongeſt nouiceor apprentices /not batred:,”but 
encoutaged:oimitattheibeſt Artificer',.in rhings whereto: 
they gine their minde;Þ haucaduentured the ſerting forth 
of my {imple tables,to rhe fight and/{canning of the world. 


deliring oncly that the former law-Ne ator witre crepidam. 
thatno manwill finde faulc;or checke aboue the compalle 


_h his skill, may be retained and obſerued in the indgement 
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The Epiitle Dedicatorie. - 
erred in' Philoſophy, Philoſophers ſhall iudge,, if in miſta« 
king any -paragraphe of the Ciuile lawe., letthedoQory 
ſpcake, it in the youching firte examples outof hiſtories, 
] will abidethetouch & tryallof anmuquitie; ifin the ſence 
or meaning of theſcripture. , which comesnecreſt to the 
quicke, and blaſterh-nor my credire onely with diſgrace, 
bur my ſoule with mortall fnneiÞmuſtonelyſay with'4- 

+n16:5 br aham,Tudicet Dominu inter nos et-illos , ler Godiiudge 
between our ennemies and ys,and1n his abſcnce I appeale 
to learned writers and preachers.of the church; rowhom 
the keyes of knowledge and authority were commutted;by- 
the ptince of Paſtors, for the keepingand mainteyningrof 
his beſt beloued ſpouſezin rrueth and vnity, Burt T haue 
not erred touching any poynt of weight , in any one-of 
; theſe// then mult I ſay- with Augu#ine againſt che Dong-! | 
tiftes,” Facile eff Auguitiman, vincere ſedviderint virum 
clamore anweritate . -It'is an caſyc matterto-purtdowne: 
poore Anguitine;but let rhemy take good heede that ir bee 
not more with their.cxclamari6,then rruth,with furic.chE 
with reaſon; | The fayreſt and moſt certaine courſe there- 
fore, 15 roappoſe one cauſe againſt another , Y? et cans 
cum cauſacertet,. which if any-one of theſe 1nquilitors per. 
forme, '1 wilbencounter as I'dare-,'' andforgiue him as I 
ought,if not,l ſce more cauſe to ſcornea fearctul enemie, 
thar flyes thelight,then he hath reaſon tomoleſt or pricke 
me with a ſecteat ſtinge;that -amdeſirousto encounter-in! 
an open y{ſewe; Bur becauſe it farerh with me at-rhis:pre- 
ſent,almoſt for all the world,as witha man who meaving 
at his launching out into the Seazonelyto:take'the breatho 
and ayrethereof,is {uddainly tranſported with aſtormein: 
to ſome forraine Coaſt, I thinker time to make an eade- 
with the third kinde of accuſers,that is,rhe falſe Prophers. 
and their fauourites, who ncither yppon ſpleneagainſt the: 


REY writer, 


CoH 3B 03 


hal 


L.A a ME MM 


writer,nor oyerweening ofrhiemfelues ;-buronely with: a, 
pnorrall feare,leaſt ther Diane ſhould be robbed:of het tHi- 
ner ſhrine,and rhemſclues of theirgolden ſunne; arc lyke 
to bend theirwhole:cndeuonr, withtheir vetermoſtdeuide 
and praftiſeofpreſuming witre;againſt Zeſcon. 
of their inueccrarc abuſes, Bur whar ſhavld we ſay wo'them 
whoſe onely driftand ſcope is ;:todeceivie: 4 and dorthe. 
vulgar:ſort:alone, but with Abner. Clamant c&> inquietant! 
regem;Morcouer, it we looke into their exerciſe, 1t.15mo 
ceuidencthat ike young babics;they 'regarde Sovantia: mas 
gitquan folida ct pidFa quam viilis, Ratdesthat'can make 
akindofhottow ſonnd;morethen. —_— are found 
indeede;,8 fancies thatare ouercaſt witogharnng colours, 
before artes that at proficableol 'caminot compare:rthem 
betterrthen [to Caligals , whorhauing' calledallhys:bands 
and companics.rogether by che Doummer'; and? cauſed 
rhem: to march in:order/7ppotrthe fandes of Callais';, 'as 
if ſomegreatexpioithadbeencin hand againſt acommor 
ennemy.+;. whenall mew were prepared for a skirmiithe; 
commanndedhenueo gather Cockles:andinlikefortour 
Diviners'dally ro lefſe purpoſe, when weprefle them with 
moſt importuniry Arid therfore what therPhileitines: af- 
firmed wrongfully of Dawid,we many trucly ſpeake of rhe, 


Placabunt Dominumſuurnin capitibus notris, they willap-.re.zg. 4. 


be with prices of our heades;;' or of our ſoulesperhappes, 
whach are ineftimable;': 2; io 00s 7 1907 4 OY 
bBubLotd whatrpictic is ir thatno miſhapsof other men 
thathaue beenefouccd ouer hexd-andeares in/thisvnhaps 
pEgn_s {hall be progucdin rhis workeatharge).camas 
y'thefroth of wamon witteþ which anſerh by:diftemaper - 
of the beaine!; andicnderh wich a:ſtrong: comm3ifionfrom 


wo their-Lord greate Ma, whichis thedeoill;but it ſhall 


thebottome of the conſcience, Experience teacherh,, that 


& lil, the 


(5Ne26.4 


the boweswaxe weaker which are cucr bent, and whatſos 
ever hathnormarurall and ſucceſsiue reſt,cannorlongcon” 
ricew, Thebeames of Mars himſelfe rhe brawling God(if 
webelecuc:Aſtrologers') areparched and combult ynder 
Sol;rhefcogesare:amared;as Philoſophers defend , with a 
ſubieftchaxr! excellerhrimpredominaunce;,; and hee that la- 
boureth toaſcend ormount abouchis ordinariepirche by: 
_  vncertayneſtayeszi{eckerhnor an cleuation, buranoner- 
-* throwe ;' Ad lorum mile exennt flumina revertuntur vt ite- 
Ecde.1.4 rumpluant, Tictiues(ſairhthePreacher)cbbe and rerurnce 
; backe tothe placefrdm whencethey came, to whatendey 
_ martierofloweagaine ,butnot to runneoucrbankes;, for 
hee thar,ouer-ſhoores the marke, is as voide of aime;as hee 
thardribberth andcomesſhortof it ', No man will denie; 
bur Salomon vnderſtoode cxattlic, and much berter as [ 
thinko,then divers'of ofir Aſtrologers;Stellaram aipoſitio+ 
nes, thedifpolitionsot courſeof the Starres : but our que- 
{tion «s; whether he applied his vnderſtandingtothar ende 
which many doo,or whether there. be not (Sapientia ſuper 
51-7-29 ellarum diſpoſitiones)a wiſedome tarreabouc the courſe of 
Starres, which the witte'of man is outr-dull and blockiſhe 
ro compriſe. by-ſtuddie: I: would therefore willinglic 
take painein perlwading:;theſe menne' ro flie beneath the 
vert Jenides,ofegroutwalling with the fooliſhe Eagle(which 
went about ro'builde heri neſte, within the cyrcle of the 
Sunne )/\in-a/;fruitleſſe_ alcitude © - For whar can it a- 
uaile a man to conquer all the world. ;: with the perylt 
of: his ownefonle;;: which: Chriſte hath.onely fauediatid 
redeemed with aprice.ineſtimable, Theſeoddes werewelb 
eſpied by E/ay;crying out ;Ew-ego moriotet quidmihipro= 
Gca.:5.32 derant primogenits.; Beboldel dic, andwhereinatn rhe 
bzrter:then for minc'owne inberitanoe;for if ctheſeourward 
att cffv>t! 551 2009 qu anff9)g13 ode on ocmaventdes 


* 4 : 


The Epillle Dedicatorie, 
complements are-nothing micompariſon ofhealth;ot lyfe 
of the bod 
life foreuer:To'theſamectietistharot David; 2neviili- 
tas in ſanguine med dum deſcends in corruptionem , W bat 
| profiteisthere iy-my bloud,when T deſcend into corrupri- 
tla- | on,oramdiſlolued into athes. For they that meaſure ima- 
! ges;regard novche baſe whereonthey ſtand'y butrheir pro- 

per height;andwhoſocuer will reſemble man,according to- 
uclie patterne whence his reaſonableſoule ( which re- 


led togetherin the bagge, are of equall value with thereſt; 


perſons:af-a.meaneecſtate,and whentheplaudires ate paſt, 
rheir deprees and fauours are indifferent. But what .neede 
wediſcourſe of honorordegrees , when ourvericlines arc 
like toſifes or waxecandles; of which ſomeare burned and 
conſumed tothe ſocket in a reaſonabletime;others beeing 
roflcd rog and fro with a ſturdie winde,begin'to-runneand 
fpenda pace; and they that haverheſtrongeſtweke, holde 
out nolongerthen til chelaſtdropof theirmoiſture,quech: 
thelaſtſparke of their glotie / Aswebegir with weeping; 
, I procecdewithpiningand conſuming; cares , and-conclude- 
erylt ÞJ} withdeath fo muſtwelooketobearraignedar the barre 
:atd Þ of equirie;ttied by an etiqueſtofAngels,and eicher cleared 


web & by thefteegiftofimercie; inthe meriresof 6nr Chriſte, or 
-pr8s | condemned by the month of iuſtice,, inthefinnesof our 
{he 2 Fathers,Inthe meane time,neitherhilles nor vallies, Pro- 
7 phecies nor Oracles; canalter thar dererminateandcer- 
cainecoutſe whichisprefyxed inthe prouidence' of God, 
PEO | | nor 


dy fora time; much leſſe vteverlaſting-ioyes and £ 


and no more worth then their weight amounteth to, or by 
players on a ſtage, whereof ſomerepreſent'a King; orhers 


39.11 
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Gen.1.28, 


P&.130.t. lequer, 


nor profrioſticate: of any future accident , in-other ſorc 


_ thenatpleaſerh himcoeutale by fauour; we maic change 


our vellcl], as men doo commonlic thatare ſea-ſicke; bur 
not qur paine,ourbedde,but notour fyt, ourclimate, but 
not ourqualitie, For he'thar ſtated and confined ys to go- 
uerament-yppon theground, forbade ys as it were by:con- 

pon 1 4" and he thatrmadevs 1gno- 
rauntof many preſcrit-matrers for our owne behofe,would 
nor entangle vs with-gelles and conjectures, De futuris, for 
a grearer inconuenience' . T hewiſeman fſayth,-rhar of 
wharſocuet he began:tothinke,jit was noe prophecie:; but 


yanitic . The trees which aretnoſt backwarde in putting - 


foorch their blaſlomes;profper.iang,whereas Almonds are 
moſt commonly decated and fterued by thetroft , forput- 
ticigour before their tellowes, Tyll thirtic weare welcome 
wrheworldinche kindeſt manner, from that tyll-fiftie 
muclrgood dog itvs;butfromfittic foreward,isatymeot 
taking icauc, afid [vo Godbe with vs... VV herefore, I nci- 
ther. count him happy thathath-not what hee looueth, 
whatſocuer ir be,nor chathath what hedefirerh, if ir be not 
good, hor.thatdelighterh ot in that: which hepoſleflerh, 
thoughthe thing werecxcellent; Fox hethat craueth whar 
he cannotcorhpaſleis/inpaine; andherhathathatchecued 
what he oughe-not codeſneinfailtt,and herhatlaboureth 
not for thinges moſt woorrhy (in-reſpeft oft4heir owne'va- 


luc) of his paincs in ignoraunce, of.rymepaſt therets no; 
eamfore; of ioy preſent no ſtaic,of chauncehuurenocer- 


taiaticz':.V.Vby ſhould pqtthenall fortes bfifeined Pro | 
phetes looke:into thedeuilles craft, who:tooke- vp Chriſte! | 


into the mount, but for his owne behoofe, he! painted ro 
the fayreſt Cirtics of the; world;,, but: withoota'cappe or 


knee, no-favour would bee gtavntcd: +! hee deale 'lyke | 
at Eaglewith. a ſhelfiſhe, | or a cunning weeſtieryvirb-his 


mate, 


- The Epiſtle Dedicatorie: 
mate,in hoiſting vs vpto the niceſtand moſt tyckle point, 
chatafterward thetall maye bemoredaungerous, and his 


praie more caſte. Bur this could neuer come to paſle, it men 
would fall from pride, that they might ftand 1n grace, if 


they would rather mounrand flie lyke byrdes,vppe to the 


hyll of Sion, then flicker with their wanton winges,in the 
valcof Tofaphat , it chey would climbe- the ladder with an 
Angell, not {{cepe with 72cob at the foote : If they would 
looke into theworkes of God, with eyes of humblencſle, 
not pore into the ſecretes of his purpoſe, with the ſpettacles 
of yaine glorie , if they would imagine death to be (as in 
deede he is )a pylote ofa cerrayne courſe, anda meſſenger 
of hope,not as the paynters ſer him out,lyke a bare anoco- 
mie wich naked bones, or as we figure and conceiuethim 
1m our fancie, with adarte of indignation , If neither 
difference betweenerhe ioyes ro come , and the tranſitorie 
pleaſures ofthis vncerraine life, nor the vyrath of God, nor 
the feareof hell,nor the- vanity ofallpreſuming and diui- 


ning arts.are able roremooue the Prophets from their fee- | 


ble ſtaies, I can not othervvile concciue bur that they are 
Seperati in diem malum,and ſhall abidethe cenſure which is 
reſerned for the reprobate . Iris enough for meto haue- 


madeproffer of aclenſing oyle, for rhe cure of their impo- 
+ & ſtumarandfilthy ſoces : for though they finde ſmall caſc 


rhereby ,the faulr isneicher in mine oylenor me, burin 
the rancknefle of therr angric fleſh, which ſwelling with a- 
boundance of ill humovr; ſuffers not the medicine to reſt, 
where it may bring remedy. VV herefore to take my leaue 
of you(good M. Secreraric) with the ſame regard where- 
with I firſt begunne,my ſute is,that according to the per- 
fe reſt, which I repoſe more in you then others, - accor- 
ding to the ſounde conceir which 1 hanc had ; and not 
without goodreaſon,vf your knowledge and abiluye to 


S.1, 


iwdge, 


mos.6.3 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatorie, 
indge,and by the freendly zealewhich I profeſſc,and ener 
will perfourme vnto your ſelte, rhar itwillpleaſe you to 
vouchſafe this full diſcourſe againſt falſe Propheciesand 
Pcophers,the cunning ouer and peruſing with a ſingle c1e, 
and thereyppon to adiudge it either tothe flame, or to the 
print, as ſecmerh beſt in your opinion , The groundes 
againſt which I haue bent my battery,are perrilous to the 
peaccandquiet of a common wealth, the perſonnes which 
profelle them are for the molt parte, 7nfe#i regibus , and 
eyther praQiiſeto kee ae woundes of diſgrace & ic+ 
louſie,which were firſt intlited by their glozing rongues, 
or like Surgionsand Sextines thriuc,and wexe more wel- 
thy by the dearth and plague of the comon people , Tou- 
ching my felfe as I ſayd betore,though careto publiſh my 
conceite ypon this ground , induced mce to take in hand 
and finiſh thisrude peece of worke,yet doo I carrie ſuch a 
reſolute and readie willto keepe bothe time and meaſure, 
with that rule which contentes your care, as further 
then it pleaſerh|you to value or eſteeme the fruit,of almoſt 
one yeeres grouth, itſhall never haue any fauour,lyking, 
or coſent of mine, to ruſh vpon the taſte,or hazard of the 
multitude. Thus humbliccrauing ofalmightie God, that 
hee will alwayes blefſe you with his hcaucolie fauour, in 
as ample meaſurcas I haue taſted of your honourable 
freendſhippe,I recommend the firſt truites of my 
trauaile to your good conceite, and my ſelfe 
ro your deuotion , From Howarde 
houſe, this.6.of Iune. 


Your moſt affettionate and aſiured 


ireend,to his yttermoſt during life, 
Henrie Huwarade. 
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TotheReader. 


1 Hat irregulare and wilfull tyraunt Cuſtome, 
{| whoſe bare wozdc is holden and embzaſed as a law, con- 
{1 traſneth me,though much againſt my will, to ſaiute the 
LE | Veader with a vzecfe Epiſtie. Foz firit Þ was nener apt 
"(11 by nature,to craue acquaintance ofa pztuate perſon, with 
=) out vzgent cauſe , much leſſe at randon of a multitude, 
Which neither can be viſible in one certaine place at any time, as the Ciz 
nill iawcs ſette downe,noz ſaluted othcrwile then in a kinde of gencrali= 
ty. where duety bindeth Paſtors to enſtruct a flocke,oz counſailours are 
bounde by fee, to diſcourſe oz pleade, J can allow this courſe becauſe there 
is none other choile, but where mens ſcopes are francke, what grace an 
other hath,in plotting foz the fauour ofa perſon whom he nener knewe, 


02 perſwaving with ſo many ſundzp ſoztes of men, whoſe humours he did 
never vndexſtande, J cannot well conceiue,but foz mine owne part J an 
taught by Sappho,that nonote of Muſique,and by Craſſus that no vain of 


Khetozicke contenteth all mens eares,that liſten oz apply their ſences to 
the ſound oz hermonp. Beſide, if it be thought & holden foz a ſeruile kinde 
of flattery,to fawne oz hunt foz pleaſing wozds,wh? J amſure befoze mp 
ſute begin, to take a flatte repulſe at one hand oz other, Þ would be loth to 
haſarde oz engage mp.ſeife , ſo farre within the daunger of vuthankefull 
men,as to leaue it tn theyz choile, whether they Will conſtrue & interpzcte 
matters in god parte,oz declaime with bitterneſſe. Foz either the wozke 
it ſeife deſerueth pzayſe, in which caſe, deinty Wine is rather called into 
queſtion, by thoſe that hannt the Tauerne, then ſette fozth and graced. 
with an Jute garlande,oz els it ſmelieth of the ſockette,and then we map 
With as mych god maner crane £9 be beleeued tna lye, ag countenaunced 
E bozne out in an ouerſight : agarne if the reader be ſo wel diſpoſed of hys 
owne good nature , as not to wzonghimleife by miſdeeming of an other 
mans deſert, theletter needeth not, if ſo ſeuere in ſetting downe a peremp= 
tozie iudgement,3sentreatie can not winne his fauour,it eaſeth not, if {0 
wilfull as no termes of courteſp can alter him , it boteth not. Mozeo- 


= ver, J have noted and obſerued in mine owne experience. that how pittt- 


full ſoener,any pzekace hath beene to the reader, if the ſtile & matter were 
not worthy p2aile, mall credite hath beene gotten, and on the otherſpde, 
where matters are well handeled,tt ſktlleth not'in how reckeleſſe and ſe- 
cure a manner, we pzeſcrtbe of thoſe, whom reaſon maneth to be kind, and 
the godnes of t\ecauſe to ſtand indifer#t. But to be ſhozt,of two things 
it behooueth me to giue the readers warning, of what ſoeuer moode 0z 
quallitp thep be, The firſt is.that although J meane God w:lling to de- 
fende and inſtifp the matter of the boke,pet will J not avowe thefaults, 
Whtch are eſcaped in the P2inting.foz moſt reaſonable and indiffcrent is 


that exception of the Pzetoz Quod meo nomine geſtum, non ob eo: _ 
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. foze it muſt be, that epther they haue 


Tothe Reader, '_ - 
hibebo.The feconde is a popnt of ſatiſfaction,concerning that Which bez 
ing doone With god aduiſement,mayp notwithſtanding be miſtaken ag an 
errour. Foz though J pzomiſed to make a cleare diſpatch of all the rea- 
ſons, that are bzought in defence of Dzeames , Dzacles , Bl 


- conturing,oz any other meane, (from whence thele pzophecies are dzawn) 


as 1t were in one malle oz lumpe, befoze the winding vppe of the diſcourſe, 
pet Jhaue vpon ſome better conſideration of the mattcr, thought it to be 
moze conuenient,that euerp ſcruple may be ſatiſfped and anſwered in hys 
p:oper place, leaſt epther itke a bzaunch that is deuided from the body,zt 
may icele the fozmer grace,oz cofuſion might take away the greatelt piea= 
fare and delight , oz the readers may te moze encombzed , becanſe the 
grounds and pzincipies , vppon Which the oreateſt part cf canilles and 


' conceites depende, Will be wozne ont of memozye. Thps being doone, Þ 


coulde deuiſe to entertaine the reader with traunge pzoperties of herbes, 
and tones, which neither God infuſed at the fpzſt creating of the wozlde, 
noz men of ſkill and pzactiſe in the fimples haue obſeryed ſince, and there= 
beene abuſed to delight , and tickle 
the witde humozes of thps age,oz foz default of lcarning,in moze weighty 
matters and diſcourſes of moze wWozth , Hauepzeſutmed and obtruded 
by neceſſity. But When J call to minde,inhowe baſe account ſuch kindes 
of authozes were eſteemed in the time of Sozomen,as ſoz want of know= 
ledge , rather then they woulde bee ſilent , fozged groundes and 
bent thepr ſtuddies, rather to the maintenaunceof vanity , then to en- 
creaſe of vertue, when JF remember that we muſt account foz every walk 
and idle wozde , an? that ſuch f-ntaſies come nener further out of ſeaſon, 
then when graue matters ore debated With authozity , me thinks it is 
high time to leaue a wanton hannt, lamenting the viſtempered and ſtckely 
tat of this difeaſed age, Which like Women that are ſpent With a dileafe 
called the greene ſickenes , pzeferre chalke befozeſnger ,- and coales 
betozecomfittes. Thus leaning the iudgements of mp fecrete thoughtes, 
to him onelpthat fercheth both heart and rapnes, and of nip labozs to the 
tearned, Þ weſh to the Readers as to mp feike,and to all that pzofeſſe one 
Chzift,that we map bnild our ſelnes an eneriaſting tabernacte,in that hill 
of Sion, Whole Pzince is Uerity, whoſe lawes are Charity, whoſe lunits 
are Eternity. Amen, From Howarde houſe thys 6, of Iune. 


Thineſo farre asthou 
art ynto tructh, | 
Henry Huwarde. 
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of Jiypoſed prophecies... 


25 Mong the manifolde and moſt ſtrange aduenqures, 
©)” which that wily Grecke Vliſſes ſcapedzin his voiage 
== homeward from the fiedge of Troy, by.the conduct 
\S of Mineruas bottome, (as the glofing Poets feigne). 
7 but rather 45 | iudge,by the windlefle of a crafty wir. 
—= Y*>Y Itchaunced bim after [anne formes and perrils on 
the ſea,to be driuen by rage of weather,vppon the Coaſte of Circethe 


$7 


nfatiue againſt the poyſon 


great Soxcereſle : 
prooued-for her t1 
ſoluing with him 
\Kedfaft truſt, then 
hys wracks, as rc 


nd lefle redoubred for her skill in Magicke,then re+ 
ade in wantonnelle, Heereuppon, Vliſles ſpeedely re- 
ſelfe,to ſtay no longer in this tickle harboure of yn - 
was requiſite and needefull,as well for repayring of 
freſhing of his traine, was notwithſtanding ſto 


on aſuddaine,in 


his full Carrier, according to the common lucke of 


greedy Hunters, which having the fayre ſcope of theyr young deſires 
18 chafs;eyrher ſtumble vnawares into traps of treaſon, which ſuſpend 
theyr hope, or taſte the liquor of vnſounde ſecurity , which briogeth 
Nleepe without honour. Thus fell the matter'out1n effeft ; betweene 
the cunning Greeke and the carnal Gogdelle: for after once vnfeigned 
likeing and delightinthe perſon,grace and filed ſpeeches of the trauai= 
lour,had made an open breache into the Ladies heart, by the Hope of 
ourward fight,and raſh: defire, which none butin experte,though fim- 


leand well meaning fooles call loue,bad ſo forcibly ſurpriſed: all the 


| ew of her tninde,as deyther ſtone nor plant, figure nor character, 
Gummenor Mineral, Aftrolobe nor Ephemerides,dclighted any lon 
ger then: ſhe coulde apply them, to the compalle of her owne conceite, 
{which was the tinting of her louers ſpede)no praGtiſe of her pleaſing 
arte;no proffer,of greate rule,no promiſe of cntifing hopes , no char- 


*ter-oferternalihappines,no meane'nor manner of.alutement was omit 
*ted;which might/induce him'to:remaine with ber, to ___ the dames 
'of Greece;ta make-a vertue of conftraint, & to imbrace this lucke yn- 


looked for;as the richeſt & moſt happy lot, that was reſerued in the. lap 
of Deſtinie .  Byrt after it appeared by euent, that neither thoſe brighr 


colours,which were layd abroade to beguile the ſence, nor clowdes of 


pleaſure,nor diſtilling reares, nor bayres of folly,nor fruits of fauour, 
/ nor any thunderbolre of danger & diſgrace,wasable either to decene 
or to diſcourage and affrighta breſt of Adamant, whigh preferreth du- 
"g* Ps A.J- hs 


OS 


eh 


SS I! 


2 


” 5) , % ay 
R mY $02 0” Iv _ p - c—_ - —_ 
__ v + —_— —AIC EY A 45-4 - — _ 
 — 
-_ _— 


» 5 LN | 

LANES 
J L %% *. £ Y *.. 

3h” "Mr Bs Se, 
DEAR, 


v - ).. 3," 
do. OH be. 929%. 
- & EVI CS 4 
; . " * SS. tin gf TOY, 
EE ESSEN NE Ne 


A acfenſatine againſt ſuppoſed propreciess... 
ty before delight; ſuerty before ſenſuality, honor before apperite, and 
the lone which nature breedeth'inalt perſons to theyr nariue {vile,be- 
fore the fauoures , which theſe luring Sirens promiſed ina forrayne 
ftarezthys Dame deviſed ſodaioly ro breake by force, what would not 
bend to fanour,& therwithall,according tothe manner of bad womeht 
(for of the better iort;Þ never ſpeake without great reverence & due 
regard)diuertivg the ſweete compaſle of her wonted fauors from the 
cape of hope, to the gulfe of deſperate revenge,ſhe tranſtormed all the 
Marrmers and Pilotes that conduQted the fleete thither, into ſundryc 
ſhapes of ſatadge & wild beaſts,according to thedivers qualities & af- 
fe&tarion of their humors. Vlifſes hauing beene inuredlong with fra- 
' ragemes of the female kind, by oy & acquaintance with the cap- 
tive dames of Troy,diſcerned cafily thar how ſocuer others ſeerned to 
ſuſteyne the brunt, the ſtorme was cheefely-bent againſt himfelfe> that 
his perſon had been rather ſpared foran other vſe,thE warrabted or re- 
ſpited for terme of life : that the chance was ful of hazard wile the dice 
were in 2 Ladies hand,andy none-can lefſe diſpoſe or promiſe of them 
ſclues;then they that wholy linger & depend vpon the fauor of a Sor- 
cereffe. Wherfore he rooke irfor a ſafer & a better courſe todally then 
to loyter,to chang his colour then his counterfeit, | bis fapcy then bys 
fayth,bis reaſon then his reſolution , | his humour:fora time then hys 
ſhape for cuer 2 leaſt ouer deepe diſdaine of graces proffered; : myght 
enflame her wreak eart , toſceke revenge a mig LT 
manoer. | 4526 9p od 
To leuel at z marke that changeth every bY hat often then the 
water Euripus doth cbbe 8& flow, ſerned roo'wild a match foro}d V1iſ- 
ſes,to wreſtle with a Lady of the Lake, which was able by the weight 
of her prerogative to comande the ftars,too ſtrong) a labor for a wea» 
ry trauailor : but to deteine a raging wolfe with ſuch afſyrance by the 
eares,as neither ſhe ſhold bite,nor giue iuſt cauſe of ieloſy,he thought 
would proouc a peece of worke more fitfor Hercules, & yet = 
_ble by any man.Burt as poore caſtawayes, which flye before the faceiof 
fearehaue ſeldome ſpace to meſure,or to view the ground before 
; Jeape,as it auaileth no man aliue,to oppoſe the ſheeld of reaſon I 
the ſhaft of rigor: ſo thys perplexed, and —_— diſcontented captiue, 
failing daintily berweene Scilla and Charibdis,betweene hope & feare 
betweene the Red ſea and the frozen gulfe determined: to; ſtrike ſayhe 
for a while io thys narrow ſtreight, and to-giue way a the foulntiesof 
the weather, tyll eyther reaſon might preuatle againſt rage, ortymic 
which endeth both our cares and vs,mighe reſtore hys liberty, Favour 
eommeth by "DOR: cn by force, Wilefirc is put out with Milke, 
Woell driueth backe the Cannon ſhotte, notkyng quencheth Lyme, 
faue Oyle,che higher any man will rayſe bys toppe ; the lower. maſt 
he ſettel} hys. foundation , and whoſocues ekerk torchſt a Ladies 
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t rebate ir with Riimilitic: Wherefore according'to the 
ryme, the rage'of Venus jn her aleitude,and the perrill 
of his owne eftare4in e7-bfe extremiti :* Viiſles began to'take out a 
newe © chatmpe his coppy ©, ' to turneanother leafe,and. to 
= kerbytqn fortmirie,in rewarde whereof at length- he com 
ſe ye area obreined liceneeat lier hande, not onely! IP 
h ſelfe to! ke kis-leaue : "ut for as marie of hys other Metamor- 
rived freendes ts teſurne'their former ſhape,as ci- 


ther herd yot ox woulde not'counterpleadein | riuate conference,” 


char ſince the life of marr is ſhort and fraile, the eppes wherein wee 
rreade vnſiire,the pleaſures which we raſte-not durable, - the meane 
beet reache them daungerous, the tyme of our accotypr- vn- 

cettaine;anl! the troubles which moleſt'vs ifinite: it is afarre more 
_ Dupe cltate to'lyuie contented with enough, and free 
fro Porenfate; ature: onely;who commanderly 
norhinp oa Sg t: :fhrhito'Þe! icked forwarde dayly with [foi 
= 6M of kynde,' or 1bet ealled reaſon,toſo'many* daun 

ous and defperat arcetripts, as neithier fuffer m& to feede ith pleature' 


repo te ;eaſe,ro 


ple forte; that | paſſe awiy their-wery/dayes in filence and contempre! 
tkeDbyfic in Fe hielde:were'as go60d tobe voyde ob reaſon alroges, 
tliet.as to Keep Fit like'a Mive of tre#fute vader groundewithourall 


\ And the 
eriey' 


Sri adiiannced to thetipe-of honour bythe gtace of: 
 Pric vider and in whomethey line,are ouerwhelmed) 
de ed,with ſo many bleeding cares, -as moreim'number by x 
ulritude, haue lamented with ſalte teates that cuerthey. were rae: 
to weate a crowne, then delighted with ſecure content inthe 
theyt Empire, Who would not expete vpon'the fi awry. mrs 
of fo fayre 2 Charrer, figned with a Ladyes hande, che ie ſontes: 
which h1d behe long exiſed from tlie comfort of theyr Countryc and! 
theyr Freendes, ſpending the cheefe parte of theyr 'timein /chinkesof'! 
Rockes ow hollow Caned wo ewe flocked i in yy + aj _ 
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ache Fe and i not dilcerne;or by conſorting with ſo mia: 
cart hery6yd of reaſon, or by contagion of that en 


itnted þ hos the he Tilthiedtoef Planets, that were retrograde, 
orb y pra if fteborerelle which was-experti,' -or by what other: 
meane tat e1 cart Bot tel];bur cuſtome had ſo farre corrups 
ted A {11 'the bexmes of grace; as almoſt none m_ 
A.ij. 
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A defenſitine againit ſuppoſed prophecies, . 
ſo great a rowte were willing to returne to that prerogatiue, and ex. ou 
_— of kinde' by choiſe from which they were lraunged x eas 
ceflitie. Some complayned of the deintye fances aud. deuiles, ab wm 
meate and drinke , et i men were dayly moued to exceeds and 
ſurferte in theyr dyct,and by conſequent diſtempered with a mourne-. 
full of mialadies , whereas other lyuing ings neyther wanted any, 
ſuſtenaunce.that was needefull to, mainteine the body nor defired a-: 
ny thing that was ſuperfluous to pamper witonneſle. Others yeelded 
proofe that they had alredic found more certaine cure forall diſeas, 
Fi in the Paſtures then the Poricaries ſho , and therefore rather 
chooſe to truſt the Simples of the feelde,then the Drugges of the de- 
ceitful, Another ſorte reioyſed ar theircleere diſpatch and releaſe frs, 
the weighty burden of aſpyring thoughtes, whereby many were in+, 
cited to ſupplant anorhers hope, before they found a meane to plant. 
theyr owne afſuraunce, There wanted not a companye which yaders; 
rooke to proouc the brutiſhe life by ſo much to be better and more. 
excellent then ours,as to thoſe which were of kinde , 'it was alwayes. 
found moſt loouing, leaſte offenſiuc to ſtr rs , beſt contented 
with theyr owne cſtate, temperate in pleaſure, abſtinent from wrong, 
furtheſt from reuenge, and'moſt ſtreightly lincked & vaited to that 
olden meane which mainteineth .cquitie on Earth, and concorde in 
aradiſe. One that in youth had bent his ſtudie ro the groundes of 
Morrall knowledg, ſought ap recomend this priwledge allotted by. 
the benefite of Nature to the kindes of vareaſonable Beaſtes, aboue, 
all'other mentioned before, that whereas men were alwayes ſubicte. 
tothe falſhod and deccite of perſ6s whom they truſted and eſteemed. 
moſt, and found none orher vent or pallage, to the ſecrete thoughtes, 
of ſeeming freendes, then by the laboure of the lippes , which were 


—as often Bellowes of abuſe, as meſlengers of trueth,al other creatures 


lad their ennemies determined by lawes of kynde,and were no ſoo- 


 nerhatched from the ſhell,or brought into the light, bur they con- 


wed whoin to feare and whom- to. freende , whom to ſhunne and 
whom tofollowe. | 


At laſt a little {clic Beaſt called x © 4 1N 1 s,which had bene holds 


—\& reputed 'as a Prophet many yeeres together in the Greekiſh wry 


ſtepped forwarde to deliuer m—— verdite wyth the reſt, and ſee. 
ms not content with that which had bene vouchked by his fellowey; 
added other reaſons of his owne- to lyke eftet,and defired that Ylie, 


ſes would not preſſe him to receiue the gift of reaſon , as the fauour 


of a freend, which 7 MmenrIN had taught hym to ayoyde and ſhunne, 
as the ſhipwracke of ſecuritie.For firſt ofall he warraunted ypon his 
othe, that in this little ſpace , he ng ghory otten and atteyned to 
more certaine knowledge of the Winde and. Weather, by the ule of 

fi, 64 | _ Nature 


A defenſitine againff /igpoſed prophecies, 
Nature bag; 16.0 to that kinde whereofhe was become 2 meber 


fince-this late Metamorphoſis then the deceitfull axes of mantcould 
teach & therfore feared to be counted vaine,and alrogether yoyde of 


wit,in exchanging groundes of proofe for ſhiddowes of preſumpti- 
on.For whereas men committed diuerfe errors eyther by miſtaking 


one cauſe, or one time for annother , gelling withour any certaine 


grounde glayating without aime, fearing without reaſon, or feeling 


the ſharpe weather in their neckes, before the proper cauſe were ſoli- 
ded to the battome.He for his owe parte netier EOOn in deming 
by thoſe markes, which were aſſigned- and prefixed without erroure 
but alwaies yppon foreſight by engrafted knowledge where and 
when the perrie would ariſe, withdrewe himſelfe with ſpeede into 
ſome hollowe chinke within the Rocke; -rill the ſtorme were ouer- 
blowne and the calme reſtored, Befide;he ſeemed to be verye gladde 
that by ſhaking of the weighty clogge of fraude and couine which 
adheareth onely to the reaſonable part of man he ſhould be free frs 
all attachement and arreſt, ro-aun{wer before Minos the great iudge 
of Hell,for the wilfull ſpoile of many ſimple ſoules, whom while p e 
Tyued as a Prophete in his Country,againlt all conſcience and trueth 
he had moſt yniuſtly robbed of their, goods , vnder this deccirfull 
maſke of diſguiſed prophecie , Notwithſtanding yf it might haue 
pleaſed Circe|to haue graunred reſpite for ſo ſhorce a {pace , he was 
not vawilling to his humane ſhape and yrteraunce yntill hee 
had confuted rhroughly the childiſh groundes ,- whereuppon thele 
Prophers had: theyr trad:t,who neuer will giue ouer this ſtraunge 
Alckimie, while fooles arc haſty to beleeue, or wiſemen low to pu- 
niſh ,. or the! bayte of guile may conceale the trecherye. Thus fos 
the greater parte theſe fooliſh Beaſtes renownczd viterly the bene- 
fire of Circes grauntvppon theſe groundes and reaſons, with a num- 
ber more, and ſeemed carefull to reryre theyr Keppes from the traps 
and treaſons of the worlde, which moſt commonly were bent againſt 
thoſe that were beſt enclined, By which playne figure, repreſented for 
our better feeling of the falſhod of thys llipper worlde, we may be 
mooned to lament and pittic the grofle ignoraunce of thoſe , who 
waxing weary of the toyles and trauailes of this tranſitory lyte, were 
very willing to retyre, but ynderſtoode not whither for defaulc of. 
Ckilfull IN or inclination to chaynge,though to rhe, 
worle ,'and rather choofe to drowne and to deprefſe themſe} ues jnto 
the groleit Ek ment, then to aduaunce their heartes and hopes to thar” 
Ieruſalem which lyes a loft, by the of4mmorralitye, But farre. 
better ſtandes the caſe with ys, for though wee muſt confetle that ro 
be true, which God himſclfe hath publiſhed & printed by the ſtampe. 
of hys-ApoſtleS. Paule,a blefled inſtrument among his cle@t; that if 
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4/1118 A defenſniue again? fuypeſed propheries. 
nM -6br were hot extended beyonde the boundes atdlimittes of 
| | poi Saintes therrifelues conſiderin ring, the multitide of att 
|| (a) crofles which 7 beatetſhould not'onely be reputedhaf 
'% (a) men, but moſtwretched am beaſtes,vet be we call rom 


10 KV: the kindenefle of our mercifu!l an loouing Fathef, who created ys not 

i Ephe.4 by the patterne 6f thePrince of errouregburaſter hMownerſacred (b) I- 
110 Coloſ 4. mage in wiſedome,ivſticeyteryperanneeand treeth:panevs gricenor one. 
Ulf z.Cor. 3, I to be called, but in'veryideeteto-be the ſonnes (c):of God $'{maleve 

Flt : "  dotrmmuch ketionns inte res of excellericie to his holy-Aungels; and 

| t.lokn.z, 35S. Perer ſpeakerh0'eayrefſe thebyjnes of our glory,(d) Diuinzcon- 


(d) ſottes nammrapartakers of) ie dintitte nature: none 'but fuch mad: fooles 
35 dererraine m their heattetharthereis no God, will conſentin'choate 
with rheſe tranſ formed caſtawaies,fince Sibilla one of theyy owne Ea-! 
dyes could acknowledge Y Ccpind pbemes|vrrered in thevoyce and perſon} 
[Rt of dlinighty tity God zixv er eo Ma hadh gaper 
Wh feft rule "of reaſort' in him 0 Wh 4 dire apd holy cone is Wu 
i image of the Godhead. Bur Femahom by Lajly I eroo ws 
ſelues thatnothing 7 way ſe out of triemory,then the prin 
fites received fr6 qur ft {6 man forgetful of bis duety [are God, 
in recompence'of many fauoutes ſent without deſeite; Kath diſteyned, 
this bright image of the Godhead,and moreover foiled the moſtho olye 
Ha Temple of the oly Gh ftwith 2 ft: ttide of execrable finnes ,' & not 
; diſteyoel iralone, Ebt roftcdſled him{dlfe quite our 2 wm a he © 
\and parllog'er bleſfed Saintes, to eriueÞ 4+ oof 
| yne eandin a forte to make enquir 3k hag? haother Fa yo hemigh 
reſemble involawfoll qualities.O inde VeRtermeaa Fecked Bags 
p fo be cheefeyho Aiſle ning in their - Kea luthrcaſiite of Tutti 164 
2.Reg.6.20 ſon which 65d affighed' the firſtromankinde (as Michol fcornedDa- 
uid,daupting m his S kitneſſc before the'A Arke) becauſe it is notables: 
6 alot Co Os ottorhe of Gods" prouidence, 
which 3s Fborte wherein an-Otemay wade, and a Gian, may ſwim) 
kane hubtel after Belzebitb' the God of Fes; ſexte their Faces" aganft the 
Sunne ,' - aduainced Dagon 1n\difpighte of the bleſſed Atk-;” ſhaken 
hands with Hell,and ſeeking toartaine or reach bythe compalſe of preſir 
oldpeaie 5 what oely _— nr wilfof Cod ml hane 
unged both t es others t rdepende y cout 
cllorautcons heade and rep, tte of -infide ty. nn 1. 
''Th Sort ra oeota bong niramonR te reds, "£5 4{hith bac 
 I\Kewile of many el yrs os ms ys ſhame erifor- 
- ced them'to waxc'wetitie oOwne abuſes It fre > of Circe 
ſpiced with conceites wot bd the noneeyro a prot lifles his moſt 
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rake 
prefurned to m—— (a0 A. 2 rhe \deceirfull muficke. 


te Lake th'Paldtine which co 
rice 4 licorifh arid wanton oy ckeebibrono RR touched with 
the finger;bur they diſlokie to Alhes.'/:: + _ t\ 
To'toncluderhis ge ſing ant, r $ Arden Ne is the 
quinteflence of Mclew imbecke » which) lat the fark into the 


yaynes:with eaſe, { andaftetwarde breaketh, a4 Rte extre- 
muitie. Wherefore fince Echinis had neyther leaue nor leyſure to dif- 
crye the poyl ok our g e prophecies, whoſe leaues are lies, whoſe 
fraites arefriutelefle », ;: es arcfalſt,and whole;cuentes are 


miſcheuous:Lwill not tickets. Serfhe by my labqure what.it ſcemes hee 
woulde as gladly haug begonpewith his, and: by diferedite of the:Foun- 


taines whence theſe yaniticy haue ſprunge , embattelt rrueth wich 2 wall 

of Adaviant. !,! £2 -beye "4 9113 03:7 LS as 7 £3 
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Lacultic, on whatſoever els'we hſt-to-terme 1t,! (ſlowemake nor y F400 

which hath notany-certgine 5r.yndouted grounde or pangighs whe 
Yppo1t.to. reſt) jnto diuery kindey, hero? { qo os y , great, 

ugenee | mn ſtulic,others as 1t were ia(pized and 

ne to rake aſhoner,an4 more ready way: becuſe my rei. 


wr beſo mac the one vnderſtoodegreiefti g without any dif fe 
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A defenſitine againit ſypeſed prophecies. 


garde to lyes, becauſe ut is ſcant poſſible for any man co recount them 


all which hath not bcac anenterc 6moner wy. Satires of the 
woode,or of priuye counſail-with greate Pan fe,it ſhalbelighr 
inough to deeme by theſe which are layde open to the common view | 
oCall the world;what pith or vertue may be drawne out of the reſt,or | 
what regarde of duety and fincerity they beare to God, which are nor 
a famed in ſo baddea-cauſe , to pretende a wetherbcarten viſarde of 
antiquitie. | | | | £ 
' The method which I ſe by the grace of Godto keepe in this 
dſcourte,ſhall firſt deliueratter the manner of a briefe diſcouery the 
cauſes that 1nduced man to ſuſpende his hope vppon ſuch toyes of vn 
ſedfaſt truſt, as neyther wine: comfort in the preſcnt,nor aflurance 
in the future . - Then will I make it cuident by fall diſproofe of all 
thoſe kindes of Prophecie whereunto the people is addifted mooſte 
what empty Ceſterns haue bene digged bythe laboure of m__ c 
wittes,and how much ſooner any man may drowne a(a) Ioſeph in 
leaſte of themythen'take (b) = leremie. Afterward I meane ro ſhew 


of Prophecie,abour which poynt,1 meane God wy to take paine, 
after once the reaſons whereyppon the weighte and ſu 


of propheGe,ro deceiue the vulgare forte, which hauc an cye to ſee, 
ka. an eare to heare,but no ſkill ro iudge, nor learning to difſolue 
the doubtes , and (auples which are dayly ſcattered abroade by the 
malignant adueifarye. This I conceiue to beno lefle then the weighe 
of the cauſe r<quires,3s much as may ſuffice the moderate and genile 
ſpirites which endeuoure nor ſo much to caujlle as to vnderſtande,8 | 
a greate deale more then the ſtrongeſt Proftary of the other fide ſhall 
be able with a Legion df Famihiers ro aunſwer, not in reſpeCte the 
reaſons iſNlewefrom my Penne which may ſwerue in choiſe, but our 
of the boſome of trueth her ſclfe, Quz magna eſt er preualer , which 
is greats and preuaileth, pa oc | | 

a Fyrſt 
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thereof,theireye i 


raunce,bur befide, they ſhoul 


of fappoſed prophecies, 
'Firft therfore, whoſoeuer peizeth & eſtemerh things not as they ſeeme 
but as they are,can not deny that pride of nature, with an inward eager- 
nes to perke aboue the ſtate andcalling, wherin we were created atthe 
firſt,according to the likenes,but not 1n equalitie with God himſelf:in 
red the firſt ſparke of life into the mindes of all diuining whiſperers. 
after Sathan that ſlye Sepent & profeſſed enemie to man, being far 
more ſabtil & more wilie the all other creatures (cus as his offpring are 
at this day,more wiſe according to the iudgemet of the world,that is in 
theyr generatis,then the ſons of light) 
ing at an inche,that notwithſtanding God had planted our forefathers 
1m the ioyes of Paradiſe,yet ſtill he lefr rhem in a liberty to chooſe ey- 
ther good or bad, and tenauntes in this blefled ſtate but onely duringe »» - « * 
 theyr good demeanoure, nor for terme of lite : founde out no better 
fleight to trippe them art theyr entrie into this double courſe,and to de- 
ie the vtrerly from the tipe of happines, then by prompringe and ſug- / 
geſting ſcriples of ſuſpe& and ielouſie, to the mindes of theſe wel mea 
ning ſoules, as if God with a kinde of enuje,had forbidden them to 
medile with this deinty fruite,foreſceing that foorthwith vpon the taſt 
oht ſhoulde be cleared, and the filme remooued in 
ſuch ſorte : as they might not onely diſcerne betweene good and euill, 
which was not poſſible ſolong as they remayned-in this caue of igno- 
tanquame Dij like Gods, and as it 
were coequall vnto theyr Creator,whereypon we haue to note,that the 
marke whereat our firſt Parents roned,was equality with God : the bow 
wherwith they ſhorvaine glory : the ſhafres,aſpiring thoughtes fethe- 
red with miſ-beleefe , and drawen out of the quiner of vnconſtancie: 
the winde which caried them beyonde the marke, was contempte of 
God,Sathan himſelfe gaue aime,the Woman(as the weaker veſlel!)vn- 
dertooke to make the wager,and Adam by 
itching earesto lyes,was abuſed before he could deſcrie the perrill :re- 
morſe with ſhame and horror,to preſent themſelues before the face of 
 Godypon fo foule a faCt, ſtrooke vp the game;the price was baniſhmeer 
from blifle,til the blefled ſeede of another Woman and a ſeconde Eue, 
ſhoulde cruſhe and bruſe the felfe ſame ſerpents heade, which was fo . 
pzoude a counlailoure to diſobedience,till Chriſt the Sonne- of Eue ac- 
cording to the fleſh, ſhould reſtore vs to the place from whence we fell, 
diflolue rhe chaines of Hell,wherein the godly were deteyned euer fince 
the commitring of thys fault, and leade captiuine captive. Thus by the 
promiſe of more glory then was due: we loſt the fauoure which was aſ- 
ſigned by mecre mercye, by ſtaring on the Sunne : we loſt the bene- 
fite of common ſence, by deſiring to know much: we grewe to Know no- 
thing,and though the Deuill vndertooke to warraunt vs that we ſhoulde 
beas Gods:yit we muſt dye like men,ou 
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A defen/atine again## the poſer 


there isno comfort in Samaria, Eua enim a diabolo-mutuauir 


| Anguſt.in &c. "For Eue,, ſaith S. Auguſtine, tooke vppe finne from Sathan as 


Hipogno 

weelind d,7, 41 
f 

{1:8 1,Cor 15.22 
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Efay.14,15 


I $1) | (a) 
128M Reg, 5, 3z 


1 vera telig.. 


ſ&, it were by lone,vppon her owne bare word, her huſbande by conſentinge 


vnaduiſedly,ſubſcribed to the bonde, vſura creuit poſteritati , but the bur- 
then of the loue or intereſt,hath euer lyen and cuer ſhall in the neckes of 
theyr poſteritye. O quid ſeciſti Adam?Sc, O Adarn what haſt thou done? 
vr though the fault were onely thine, yet the fine is ours,and as we taſte 
eaen by the ſharpeſt ſauce of our owne expericnce, In Adam, omnes mo- 
rimur, we dye all in Adam &c.But why ſhould I ſo much preſle this pre- 
ſident of a fraile and corruptible man, fince Lucifer one of the brighteſt 
ſtarres in heauen, ſaying in his heart,before the foundations of the world 
were layde(as ders of the beſt Diuines affirme) that he woulde aſcende 
pe into the-Heauengexalte his throne aboue the ſtarres of God, ſitte in 
het Mouar of the teſtament,in the ſides of the North, and be like ynto the 
higheſt: was deiefted from his ſcaling Ladder into hell,and Nleepeth with 
the vncircumciſed. This was both the roote,and the 1eward of comparing 
wyth the mighty ſtroke,and wyde ſtretching armes of God, and of pre- 
ſamtuous laboure,to enquire and ſearch the bottome of conceled miſte- 
ryes, which ought to lye moſt ſecrete in the decke, tyll the tyme wherein 
it pleaſeth him to publiſh and reueale them,eyther in his 1udgement or 
his mercy. The Paynimes gaue more reuerence to the feyned Gods, then 
this amounteth ro,they lyued in a greater awe,and ſeemed more to trem 
ble at ſuppoſed Maieſtic,then we doe at the preſence of the true God of 


Hoſtes,as appeareth plainely by theyr figures. For what gained Pan,by = 
comparing with Apollo? Arachne with Mineruz?Siſenus with 4, 
rie? what gayned Semele , by the ſighte of Bacchus the God of cuppes, 
though ſhe were his paramore? Phaethon by managing the Teeme of 
Phebus,though he were hys Father 2 Icarus by mounting vpwarde with 
hys wyn ——, though directed by Dedalus ? Farfalla the poore 
flye,by ſporting with the flame,though for excceding loue to light, the 
Byrde that built her neſt within the circle of the Sunne for ſure defence, 
the Satires that preſumed but to kifle the Coles, which Prometheus had 
kindeled in token of humilitie? The lightning ſtriketh at the ropp:s of 


/mountaynes,the Pine-aples & Ceder trees are molt ſubiect to the winds, 
Latant. de Erptus plerunque habent ad ruinam, monreey quz ſunt altiora.Beſide, if 
God ſhould alwayes vtter and reueale | 


Is miſteries, by ordinary courſe of 
arte : he were no God [ſayth Plato J or yf man-were made acquainted 
with the ſecretes of his prouidence, by the gyft of Nature , they mighte 
claime the cheefe prerogatiue of high duinutye : wherefore ſome thinges 
he reucaleth;as a carefull father to expreſle his looue, others of more mo 
ment he c6cealeth,as a ielous God to repreſent hys glory. The (a) vailed 
Arke,was tothe Lenites health and comforr in diſtrefle, but to the Phili- 
ſtines a Cockarrice in the brunt of their calamities: whyle it reſted - rs 

| Church, 


of ſuppoſed prophecies, { 
Church,a wartaunt of Gods holy preſence, while it wandered among tdo 
laters, a (b) meſſenger of indignation. The light which ſhined before (b) 
Paule made him blinde for a ſeaſon, thar he might ſee for euer;& io great 1-Iud.s, 9, 
was the maieſtie of God among the Iewes,ſo long as they rnd fd 
faſt in the couenaunt:as while it ſhined in the ſacred place,not one amog (c) 
the Prieſtes durſt eyther (c) ſteppe within the ſame, or (d) miniſter. The ,'p,r.5 1, 
Diſciples wondered to finde Chriſte conferring with a Schiſmaticke of (4) IT, 
Samaria,confidering the Tewes refuſe to deale with ſuch:and yer not one-, p,r ,, , 
would aſke (c) Quid quzris,aut quid loqueris cum ea, whar enquire you &o (4) 
or wharmooueth you to talke with her ? Peter was not ſuffered to know 1h, ,., 
what ſhould {f) become of Iohn,neither durſte S.Paule himſelfe preſume = (f) ** 
to wade more deepely then diſcreetely in the ſtreame of prouidence. The 1,4, ,; ,, 
-moſt that Iacob gained by tugging and contendyng with an Angell all as 
the night, for any thing I finde, wis lofle of fleepe, with the (g) ſhnnking (s) 
of a {innewe. If thou ſerch too deepe [fayth Efdras)] thou ſhalt deeply won +... $32.31. 
der,and why fo the reaſon followes, (h) becauſe neyther can thi _ <) 2 
be ſariſfied with fight,nor thyne eare wyth hearing, whertore the counſell 4.Eſd.14 26 
which the Preacher gyueth, to (i) confine and ſtint our wiſedome within G) 
certaine bounds is paſſing ſound, againe in (k) pluribus Domini operi- p,,,, 23.4 
bus,non efle curioſti,not to be over curious: or inquiſitive about the fun — 1.1 
diy woorkes of the almighty,nor to (1) aſpire to things which cannot be x... 7, 
attayned by the frailty of our nature, nor to make enquirie after hydden (1 s 
myſteries,that are too deepe for vs. The ſence of ma is ouer ſhallow for fo x;,.1 45.23 

a foord, which madcS. Paulecrye out O altitudo to the Romaines. TAs 
-LaQtitius inueighes exceedingly againit al thoſe, whoſe chiete delight 
 andexercyſe,itis Inconcefla ſcrutari to ſerch for vnlawfull thyvges,and de falſa ſap. 
Tacitus in rippyng vppe the cauſes which induced a young Gentleman 49+ 2.02.20 
called Libogto repayre vnto ſuch-prophetes as wee blame for counſel, ; 
rouching thinges to come:termes them Stolida et vana,yvel fi mollius*Annal, li.2. 
accipias miſeranda, fooliſh and vaine thinges,orit wee liſt to conſtrue 
themwith greater fauour,or in a milder forte, matters that mooue 
nor ſo much admiration as pittic. Who ſeekes for knowledge eyther 
_ indefpight, or by maner of compariſon with God : is like tq ſpeede as 'O 
wel as Hipſeles Dogges thar barked at the Moone,or as Ariſtotle our 
graunde Philoſopher, who caſt himſelfe into the river Nilus, as ſome 
write becauſe he conld not finde by any laboure or enquirie, fr6 what 
heade it yſlued into Egypt,It greeued him exceedingly to confeſle his 
_ nce,in any poynt that mighr be ſerched our, or attayned to by 
the wit of man; and yet acertaine learned father 1s of the mynde,that 
lyght footing maketh better ſpecde in ſo deepe a fande. Er plus lanes | 
interdum vulgus,quod quantum opus eſt o—_ . And the vulgerſorte-1 ,& 1. de 
may be reputed wiſer oftentimes in this , that they are no wyſer.then orig, err, 
they ought to be. We muſt remember that poore Bethelemywhich | 
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A defenſatine againi# the poyſon 
was a Village leaſt accounted of among the Tewes: became the braveft 
of them all,accordyng to the ſentence of the Prophet Miche, whereas 
proude and Gomelul Capervaun, for preſuming to aſpyre und perke 
aboue the clowdes,according to the ſentence of our Sauiour (a) Qui 

| (®) ſeexaltat &c.was brought dowve to nothyng God looued Dauid for 

Mat.11,23, hys playneſimplicitic and ſingelneſſe of heart , and toumed all the 
(b) raCtiſe & Jeuil of falſe(b)Achitophel into ſmoke: he picketh outthe 
1.Par.29.27 follies (c) of thys world, to confound the polliticke:he graunteth wiſe 
(c) domevnto thoſe that are not high minded but captiuare, theyr reaſon 
1.Cor.1:27. to hys rule,and as we reade in Barnarde,liKeth better of that ignorance 
' in nice and deynty myſteries, which confeſſeth bur preſumeth not: che 
; of a braulyng kind of knowledge, which preſumes but vaderſtandeth 
(d) not.Non (d) eſt necefſarium,it1s not neceflarie ſayth the Preacher, to 
Fccl.3.23 bcholde thoſe thynges wyth our eyes, which are concealed in acloude 
-—(e) | orvndera miſtye vayle,and that for rwo cauſes . The firſt for that (e) 
Eccl.8,7. Ffuturanullo ſciri pofſunt nuntio, things which are abſolutely to come 
0 ; Can not be learned or enquired out by any meſlenger, and then be- 
f , cauſcitisascleere as _—_ it ſelfe,that(f) Qui ſcrutatoreſt maiecſtatis, 
Pro.u5.279 Pprimenur a gloria, he that is a ſercher of the divine maieſty,ſhall be 
(22% daunted and oppreſſed by the brightneſle of hys glory. This may be 
one,although perhaps notthe ole or onely cauſe, why God commaun 
dyng that none but Aaron and bys ſonnes ſhould ſet theyr foote with 
in the ſacred Vaultes and ſecrete places of the Temple, ſtinteth vulgare | 
perſons within ſuch narrow boundes:as he woulde not ſuffer them to 
pry or peepe at any thing within,vppon paine of death, before the ſame 
; (B) © (8g) weare foldedvp with reuerence.In (b) Egipt they that were moſte 
Num. 4,20. perfe& and preciſe inthe trade of prophecie, woulde not affoorde the 
. (b) perfect{kyll thereof to any other,then(h) theyr cheefeſt God : as yf ic 
Hero. Þb. 2 were a gyft of too great valewe and accountyto be communicated vn- 
ro ſuch baſe kindes of men,as myght eyther be withdrawen and wreſ- 
(i) ted by the force of tyrannie,from the rule of trueth,or abuſed by the 
Rom 11,20, Vaile of ignoraunce,or corrupted by the baite of honour, $, Paul ad+ 
(k) - uiſethall men, rather to be (i) timerous, then ouer bold:which the 
Eecl.7.13 Preacher calleth, Tantum ſaperc quantii (k)necefle eſt,ro be no wiſer 
then is requiſire,leaſt we be amazed.Elias vnderſtoode no more of 
future things,then it pleaſed God by fauour to reueale : as appeareth 
Reo. 1 Þy the manner of his dealing with the Sunamite,(1) Dominus cela- 
$ ES HonL uit, mea & non indicauit mihj, God hath concealed this from mee 
ſaieth the Propher,and hath not declared it. The Aungell which was 


4-Eld, 4, 52 ſent to Eſdras (m)could ſay egg) cs 3nng. life, and in the word of 


( God, it is expreſled as a principle, that rhey which (a) yy n the 
(b) ground,cannor attaineto perteCt knowledge of the things that are 
-aboue.(b) Corpus enim quod corrumpitur,aggrauat ac" 8 

c 


of ſuppoſed prophecies, 
the droſſe of this corruptible body, maketh the ſoule more ponde- 
rous.God (c) iudgeth not as man,neither can his counſelles be com- (c) 
priſed within the (d) compaſlle of our fraile capacitie. The mother of 1.Reg.17.7. 
our Prophecies is pridethe ſiſter emulation , the grandame vile in- (4d) 
atitude : and therefore according, to the nature of the (ce) roote,we Tob.z.22, 
jw of the braunch,and as the Prophet ſpeaketh (f) Sicut marer & + (e) 
filia,as the dam is,ſo prooues the daughter , To challenge more the Rom.11.16. 
falleth to our part to play,is for all the world,as if a man would ſaile (t) 
againſt the-ſtreame of order,& the winde of prouidence. For though Ezec.16, 44 
ſcriprures call-vs goddes ſometimes, becauſe we are the ſonnes of 
God by adoption and grace : yet our dayes are numbered, and the | / / . 
pleaſures of this life ſhall baue an ende, becauſe we were the ſonnes Hl, + Savor 4 ad 
of Adamby tranſpreſſion, The glorie of this world is ſmoke , the p i 14 6447 
wiledome follie,the delightes voſtedfaſt,the deſires irreſolute, 2nd | 
the very life it ſelfe, from which, as from the diſtaftc of the deſtinies, 
ſo many miſeries and great miſhappes are dayly ſponne , 1s fo brittle | 
and ww Fveg in the word of God it is comparcd often to the print of 
an arrowein the aire,of aveſlell in arunning ftreame,of a vilage in a 
olafle, what would you more? to ablaſt,a bubble,a flower, a pilgri- 
mage,a vapour and a ſhaddow , Wherefore, as it were a fooliſh bar- 
gaine, to purchaſe all the worlde with hazarde of our ſoules , fo 
were itin all pointes as great and groflean ouerſight,to ſecke helpe 
where no trueth-is founde;or to. preferre the perking Cedars,which 
gaue ſhaddoye to the wicked Prieites of Baal and Aftaroth, before 
ſcelie Goord,vnder which the Prophet Ionas flept in hys way to 
Niniuie.By this we ſce,the firſt original of mens ynrulie Jabours, to 
diuine of accidents to come, and that before the plumes of peeuiſh 
pride, which 1s defined by Saint Auguſtine,to be : Peruerſz celfitudi- 
nis appetitus,the coueting of peruerſe height or dignitie betrailed in 
the Tor rather aſhes)of repentaunce and humilitie:the deuill will 
not ceaſe to egge vs in the wonted manner, to the ſearch of myſteries 
vnſcarchable, and making bolde compariſons with'the, almightie; 
but whoſocuer hath: beene trained by finceere aduile,and taught ro 
ſtoupe downe to the lure of an humble heart, ſhall neuer want a 
ſuccour and ſecure defence in the fouleſt weather, | | 
Another cauſe, which driueth men to ſeeke fortheſe deceitefull re- 
medies : is deepe miſtruſt and ditfidence in God himſelfe,which ten- 
derh to the wracke of ſoules,and-derogation from his moſt diuine 
and ſacred Maicſtie. For if ourtruſt were wholie planted in the feare 
and loue of him,if we thought he were as willing by his mercie as 
. able by his might,to refreſh our labours and releeue our wantes , if 
we were perſwaded that his finewes could not ſhrinke, and chat noe 
. onecan periſh, which delighteth in the ſhaddow of his holy winges; 
* w 
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1-588 "we would not Iurke and loytour in the crafie bulwarkes of vnſtable 
| Nah.3.6, hopes, which are compared aptly by the Prophet Nahum,to the ſhe}- 
[ ter of a naked hedge1n a froſtie night, nor repoſe the weight of all 
our fortune in this life and fauour in the next,vppon a ſtaff of reede 
which peirceth through their handes, that leane vppon' it with affy. 
red confidence. May we not demaunde of fleſh ind Hood , What coul- 
lour of in-iuſtyce it could euer finde in the holy one of Iſrael], where- 
by it might be mooued to forſake the beaten path of ſingle truth, and 
Exo, 13. 22. purſue the tracks of vncertayne wandrynge? Was it Baal, that in the 
day time went before the people in a pyller ofa Clonde,and by\nighr, 
of fire, becauſe they ſhoulde nor want hys ayde at any neede* or rather | 
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I " | he that made both Baal and all hys Prieſtes, - ro ſweare and broyle by 


fil LO G) , the preſence of hys Prophete 2 Why then ſhoulde (a) Saule forſake the 
Ins t,NeB-25.6, [awful myniſters of truth, to craue aduiſe and councell of the Sorce- 
it 4 A, ) p reſle 2 Why ſhould vnfaythfull Aſa, gyue more credite to the (b) rules 
wh Het 47-401 of phiſicke, then to the promiſe of Tehoua? Why ſhould wycked Ocho- 
my. | () rijasdemiaund reſoluryon touchyng hys recouerye, of(c) Belzebub rhe 
API | 4Reg13 Godof Acaron, when the holy one of Iſraell is alwayes ready to attende 


nl theyr cries, that depende vppon hys fauoure? Why ſhoulde Achab pre- 


l Mill | {d) ferrethe dreames of Zedechias, before the meflage of the Prophet Mi- 

| 3.Reg.22, che, (d) fromthevery month of God : becauſe he woulde —_— his 
Ml J7. head with Oyle, 'as the Prophet (e) Damd ſpeaketh by affentation, 
Wil ll (c) nor content him in his hymors? Why ſhould the Centurion, which yn< 
| 18 Pſal. 140.5. derrooke the charges of condu Saint" Paule to Rome, beleeue the 
| j (f) * (Omaiſter of the ſhip which had loſt his marke in fowle weather, be. 
il! 


I's Act.27.11. fore the bleſſed Apoſtle: whoſe worde was acertaine Oracle to the Mi- 
mil niſters of God in their aduerſitie. We are not ignorant,that none can be 


loving father which harh fedde vs from our tender youth? and yer the 


1N ; —_— gg 
Wil ſo mightic as the God that made vs,” nor is like to beſo kinde, as that 
[i 
| 


malice of our finnefull' nature is ſo prepoſterous and beetle blinde; thar 
rather then the pride and wantonnefle of fleſh, ſhall want a ſillye proppi 


: 
| | tovnderſhore the ruines of olde Adams-walles: the verie ſoule it ſelfe 


il which Chriſt hath ſealed with the figne of Tau, and redeemed by the 
{44 merites of his death,ſhall paye for it. The deuill drawes his knowledge 
r un from the ſufferaunce of God, and therefore whart a follye were it rode: 
{ak | pend ypottthe tytle of a tenaunt, which holdes neither eng nor 

Ws Knightes ſeruice, bur by curteſic and ſufferaunce at will : when wee may 
Wil take aſtate from the Lord of Lordes (if we liſt: to paye the fine of our 
141M repentaunee)not for our ſelues onely,nor for the ſpace of one'and twen- 
\ | tie yeere:butfor our heires: foreuer ? who crauerh fauour atthe gao- 
+ lers hand, tharmay receive'it fromthe Princetor who thirſteth for the 
I: Oſe.9.v, pittes,thatmay drinke at the founraine? Vz enim illis cii ego ab eis re- 
* 7 cellero, For woe be vnto them faith God by the Prophet Ole, _ I 
| fit aue 


| \ — 
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of ſuppoſed prophecies, 
haue departed from them, that is, when I haue ginen therh\ ouer, Our 
God is 21elous God, he will not be ſeruged nor honoured by halfes,nei- 
ther will he refigne his glorie to another : no map can ſerue two; Mai- pe. | g 
ſters that drawe ſundrie wayes, wee can not holde both of God and +4 tte 
Mammon:for the cleauing and adhearing voto one, is the: quite and 
abſolute renouncing of another . There is no fellowſhippe berweene 2+Cor.6.ry. 
light and darkenefle, betweene Chriſt and Beliall , betweene faith and 2,Cor. 10, 
infidelitie, betweene the Temple of God and Idoles, betweene the ta- 21+ 
ble of God and of Deuils, The worde of God, forbiddeth vs to weaue 
one.garment both of Wollen and Linnen , to plowe with an oxc and 
an Ale, to ſerue GOD and Baal, to halton both fides,to be nei- 
ther hotte nor colde, to dwell both in Szon and Samariazin Ierufalem 
and lericho : for, Cor ynumyvia vna, there is, but one heart and one way lcre,z2. 25. 
fayeth Ieremie, and to the like effe&t ſpeaketh another Prophet, both Zach14.9. 
God and his name ſhall bee one,&c, The Scriptures vtterly reieR all 
thoſe that make fleſh their arme,8& how much more that wicked crew, 
which make hel gates their horriſon:for better is one cluſter of grapes 
in Ephraim, the the dropping rintage of Abiczer, better a poore lodge 
in Bethel, then a piramides in Egypt : better the roome of a Por- 
ter inthe houſe of God, then a golden Pallace in the kingdome of the 


reprobate.Our hearts ought to. bee ſincere and ſingle 1n the fight of TIO) - 
God, as Rechabs was to Ichu,if we looke to be aduaunced and lifted Tud.8, 2. /1fY 700 | 
vpinto the carre of honour : God abhorreth thoſe that can both laugh ( 


and weep,frowne and flatter,gloſe and ſting together, and at once vn-, 


der one paynted viſarde, & double faced lanus of hypocrifie. Rebecca * 

being wonderfully greeued and perplexed, with the ciuill ſtrife which 

ſhe felt within her wombe : repaired vnto God himſelfe for councell, Gene 25.3, 
who reuealed his intent and purpoſe in that myſterie , The cheefeſt 2.Par.20.13 
holde and ſhoote-anchor, that godly Indas, founde in the ſurges of 

diſtreſle : was to aduaunce both heart and handes to Gold alone , who 

ſendeth many greeuous plagues for proofe and triall of our faith, that 

afterward he may be mooued in his mercie, to reward it with an ouer- 

running meaſure. Thus dealt Dauid, Iofias , Ezechias , with the gene- 

rall conſort of Gods choſen Saints, when eyther they were tempted b 

their home-bred enemic,inflamed with the rage of emulation, or of. 

ſaulted by the world : which dooth and cuer will , proteſt hir ſelfe-a (4) 
kinde and tender (a) mother to the wicked, but a curſed and malig- Ioh.rg.rg. 
nant —_— to the godly . Peter woulde repaire for Councell,co _ 
none other then to the ſonne of God himſelf which had the(b) woord (b) 


of life : becauſe he knewe, that onely Chriſt muſt be the pilote of his Toh.s.68. 
courſe,and the porte of his entrie , We knowe that God is alwayes 

neere at hand, to all that call yppon him with a conſtant (c) faith, he - 
commaundeth vs to raunge no '* c 


rther, _ his Javwe preffriberd., 0e-e pk... 
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A defenſatine again# the pryſon 
(intelligence of things to come. Ad (e) legem porius & teftimoni- 

(d) um, &c. rather ſhould come to the lawe and teſtimonie of his owne 
Eſai.4.5.3t. mouth : becauſe to (F) vrrer or diſconer ſtraunge and newe things, be- 
FG: (Ce) foretheycometo pafle,he claimeth as a parcell of diuine prerogariue. 
-$ 29, Ttis God that hath created man,as a {choller in this life to tearne , man 

EG: (f) hath not made himſelfe,as a maiſter,to commaunde,or countermaunde, 
al, 42. It. what b myer _ CNW - _ _= caſt hy fe of it _ in. 

a moulde,an out the sX&irtes of heauen , like a robe of Maie- 

ſtie. The defires of men are light, the markes whereby they take their 

(s) aime norſtable, and the geſſes of a rouing headare infinite.I denie not, 
mw but a meſlenger from a (g) forraine land,as we reade in Salomon, islike 
| TY 37 a cuppe of colde water to a thirſtie ſoule : but we muſt take great heede 
LO ig. ihal.char this meſlenger be ſexe from(h) God,hat hiserrand be ini 
*+*- *2* red from abouegnot.coyned for a ſe,and that the meſlage be not of 
that kinde,whereof the Spaniſh prouerbe ſpeaketh : Da bs vas, lu- 

engas mentiras, from long iourneyes ,. large lyes are aortd, &c. for 

like os like ſeede, like lower like fruite, like labourers like husban- 

—y e on Ee carr en where = ns — ar ſure; the 

ram2 which reſterh and is built ypon the ſame,can not be durable . Men 

(i) Or not God,fayeth the Prophet, 2nd (i) therefore they could not vn- 
Tere. 1 Pak der m ; . if he wo err > 5p in _ —_ , that cr" '2w 
(k) were the 1ult rewarde of incredulitie. In this re Saint Tames (k)ad- 
Iac.t.g, Uviſethys,to ſecke wiſedomeif we want it, ar the Land of God, and my 
wb oe me Phil owns by Sbomos, bear 

ore zvientia : and whoſoeuer w with any other 2 

Wk . oy pon en he cannot ne e my , that Saule had no ſooner 
De bt then of his priuie coate , of confidence and truſt in God : but he was 
deadly wounded with one-dart of morrall finne,an4 eftſoones with ano» 
ther,rill at the length he wexed deate, in ſtopping his indurate- eares a- 
g1inſtthe ca!l of God, according to that rule of Salomon . The wicked 


0Uu.18.3, - , 
vrou:th.s man, which hath beene pliidge4 once in the depth of finne : beginneth to 
deſpiſe, but ſhame and diſhonour followe , Propter hocenim,8&c. For in 
Ephe.5.6. this reſp:& ſayeth Paul,the wrath of God deſcended yppon the children 


of diſtraſt and incredulitie : which by no greater meaſure of true faith, 

then one graine of maſtard ſeeJe amounteth ro, might haue remooued 
mountaines, In like fort thoſe wilfull men,which(as the Prophet writes) 

; declining from that conſtant hope, which is the ſalue of diſcontented 
lerce.1$, 12. mindes,cryed out in furie , Deſperzuimus, are ſaid foorthwith ro thruſt 
there handes among the thornes of yoluntarie finnes : proteſting: that 

from that time forward, they would execute the peeuiſh- mallice of their 
heartes,and line after their owne fancie. Thus , when wee flie before the 

face of wanton feares, wee ſlippe into the gulfe of reprobation:: from 

whence it is not poſlible to ſcape, till the laſt man be borae, and the laſt 
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_ the caſe, that for puniſhment 0 


of ſigpofed prophecies, 


fee diſcharged.If God be on our ſyde: we neede notfeare who ſkirmiſh 


. inour face: if not,we oe hr againſt the ſtreame , and vnaduiſedly con- 


ſume and caſt away that ſeede , which being better vſed and emploved, 
might bring forth-fruite fiue hundred folde, &c, For as the Fygge tree 
which was curſed by the mouth of God himfelte , brought forth leaues 
without fruite,and as S.lude complayneth of the flitting clowdes which 


promiſed, butler fallino rayne: ſo doubtlefſe,the glozyng proprecies of 


wycked men,are a kynde of ſcience which was never grafted by ovr hea- 
uenly Father,and thetefore can be good for no man rhat is wel atteRted. 
Chnit was content to dye for hys mortall enethics, and will he not dy- 
reR the compaile 'of bys freendes 2 Hee bare the burthen of our bnnes, 
which was the greateſt and moſt greeuous of all other : and wyll þe not 
regarde our humble ſute,vhen we depende vppon hys prouidence? Hee 
rent the yaile,that all men might haue free patlage, and accefle voto the 
ſeate of grace : and hath he left none other Lanterne, to dire our tteps 
in ſtony wayes, then prophecies of addle heades , which neyther agree 
with his exprelcd will in other things, nor our behoofe in theſe, with 
his honour nor our ductic ? Yes certainely , the ſelfe ſame charter 


which concludeth , that the godly King Iofias therefore loved God 


ſincerely : becauſe he baniſhed(a) Pithones & Ariolos, Soothſayers, 


and ſuch as diuincd by Familiers,as we call thew our of the land,wyll 4.23: 32 


rx iuſtifie this principle of LaQantius a learned father of the 
Church, that whoſoeuer dealeth in thys manner: (b) vitam et ſalu- 


tem jmmolauit, hath ſacrificed both hys life and his faluartion, Where Lact.de ori. 


Matt. 21.'9. 


'1d.12. 


(a) 


(b) 


vnto we may likewiſe adioyne the yerdite of Chriſoſtome, that to e- err,lib,zr, 
Nteeme and make account of ſuch diuining whyſperers, as raiſe a gaine cap 17, 


of hipocriſie : is (c) to make flatte ſhipwracke of tharſſeruice avd obe- 


dience to God, which we promiſed in bapriſme, for he that will be ad- Chriſoft. in 


| (c) 


wied by a Prince of error,[fayth'S. Barnarde] faued withour a lawfull diverſ. ho- 
meane,or conducted by yn{k1lfuli guides: 1s not ſound but ficke, not mil.7, 


wiſe but wilfull,not in ſtate to protper;borimeafe-roperith;—Eer vs put 
fincedulitie.God woulde caſt vs oft, as 
ſometime he dyd the Iewes ; woulde Sathan fthinke we] take vs into 


garde? who by the mallice of a-ſpoylinge nature , wanders vppe and 1.Pet,s,8, 


downe like a roaring Lion,ſeeking whom he may denoure,and would 
vndoubtedly,make hauocke in the folde of Chriſt , if prouidence had 
not already curbed,2nd reſtrained him ſo ſhorre: that he can nor ſteppe* 
nor ſtart one inche,beyond the boundes and limits which are appoin- 
ted as a Iayle or priſon of iniquitie. S$. Auguſtine compareth the Deuill 
in his greateſt ruffe and jolitic, to thoſe eager labourers,which digging 
atthe.qmerralls, want neither wall nor inſtruments, as mattocks , {pades, 


&c,to reach euen to the center of the foyle if it were poſitble : and yer 
forall that,neyther they,nor Sathans miniſters, whych are alwayes mi- 
| | $ ning 


2 A defenſatine againi? the poyſon 
FD ning in the dealings of thys worlde,dare preſume to digge more deepe 
* _ orwyde,by the bredrth of one ſtrawe, then God which is the mayſter, 
Ga) Or h 16, TUE ouerleers of the worke,will ſuffer them- * © 
The Deuzll durſt not for his eares attempt the ſpoyle of (a)lob,before 

he bad obteyned leaue of God himfelfe : and then but for a tryall of bis 
yertue neyther,and with chis reſtraint,that howſoeuer he were vied with 

' his goods, which were bur wt 4.” and fortunes tenniſe-balles : ne ma- 
- num in illum extenderet;that he ſhoulde not in any wyſe, ſtretch foorth 
his hande againſt hys perſon. He could'not ruſhe into a filchy heardg of 
ſwine withour a ſpeciall (b) graſit : although this kinde of catrell, were 
the fitteſt of all other,to lodge and enterraine a muddy gueſt, that de- 
lighteth in nothing that is pure and holy. Man may be retrograde in the 
© * comfeof vertue,but God is faithfull,and permitteth no man ro be(c) tE- 

LC ys 3, tedabouc hys ſtrength: he knowes aſwell the meane, to deliuer his ele&t 
() & choſen fro the danger of aflaulre, as to reskew the wilful til the(d)day 


(b) 
Ma. 8.31, 


3.Pet.2,9, F4rexdfull entence to be puniſhed, Wherfore,I may be bold to ſpeake 


(e) 


Baruc.C:35, Frhis kinde of prophets, as(e) Baruch doth of idoles,to the ſame effe, 


ough in an other fort. They deliuer not the feble fr6 the ſtrong : they 
ave no man from death : they reftore nor the blynde to fight, nor com- 
rtany man in miſery , to conclude, Null Dei opus'cumillis,there is 
no worke of God,nor ſigne of grace amonge them : 'aid therfore the) 
may be recounted among thoſc,which are wiſe in miſchiefe,as weread: 
(9, }in(f) Ieremy, but can doe nothing that belongs to godlinefle : we'may 
ler.4,2r, , . | deeme by the fruites which follow. For (g) Nunquid Demon poteſt ape 
(g) -;[rire oculos? can a Deuill open orynſeale yout eyes , fayth'our Saviour 
Toh.10,21, Chriſt in the goſpell?no , rather wyll he bleare them with'a miſtg of 
errour, Is it poſtible for any man, to caſt out deuils in the name of Bel- 
th) Zebubgthegreatefiende of hell > nozthat were againſt all reaſon, fince{b) 
it,17, Bo ſtare nor regiment, which is deuided in it felfe,can long continue. We 
. confefle with S. Paule,that:to thoſe that looue God Faith uy & 25 they 
; ought : all thinges (i) turne to-good, but note'withall*, tha doth neuer 
(1) otherwiſe affiſt hys ſeruauntes,then (&) in bonis, in good thinges: and 
Rom,8,1:3 thercfore we may proone much,but we muſt(1)hold the beſt,% though 


(k) all thynges bee lawfully in thar ſence which+the Scripture :yet 


—_ 


2,Partg.it, 1 thinges are not (m) expedient , in that maner which our heart defi- 

O, reth, Our names were gyuen vppe to:God in baptiſme,at what tine wee 

I. Thel. 2,5, mae an entryeto the way of lyte : anditherefors', wee-may- neither 

(m) qunetothe left hand, nor the right, bur they that have yeceiued earneſte 

1.Cor.6,12, the Deuill take an other conrie,and a fingulerdelight,in maees 

Princes (n) merry wyth theyr mallice2s the prophet ſpeaketh, and rhe 

. cople with theyr leafing, The Deuill is alyer,.. and a {o) father vfthar 

Otce.7,3, [on : hys ende is horror : his meane abuſe, & hys purpoſe miſtheefe, 

(0) May we gatlier figges of a Thittle, grapes of a bryer,or roſes of mo 
uy : | this 
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of hepoſed prophecies: | 


' Trhinke not.Can we finde a rightwiſe man in Tyan ot achaſt virgyne Z ' ml 
in Sodome ? much lefle no more is it poſh1ble, for vs to reape any =: 
fruite or benefitezby any kynde of touncell or aduiſe , that proceede 
from the practiſe of a common enemiegfurther then as ſometime ir plea 
ſeth God,to tranſterre the mallice of a froward heart, to the ſavegarde 
and protection of his ſeruauntes : as in the ſale of Ioſeph into Egypt :*in 
the drift of tourning Balams curſe againſt the rebrobate : 3n regeeming 
all mankinde from hell : by that liffonourable death vppon the curſe, 
which was inflicted vpon the gilty (a) Ephraim went to Afſur,fyth the , (a) 
prophete,and to the wrekefull king : but what good euent ſucceeded vp Olce.5. 13, 
pon ſo long a iourney? marie thys forſooth/ , that Alur could not cure 
theyr wounde ,. nor releaſe them fromthe chaines of ſeruitude. Saul 
brought the weighty.cenſure of almighty God , vppon his owne necke - 
with greater ſpeede, by conferring & (b) conſulting with the Sorcerelle *N 
(c) Ochozias, by demanding councell touching hys diſcale,of Belzebub p (b) 
the God of Accaron : yeelded yp both the life of thys world and hope of 4 C1096 dh 
the world to come,as a fine for moſt deteſtable ingratitude. -The tender a&Y 
childe of (4) Teroboamgwas cleane ſwept away,by the blaſt of vntimely # DL 
death : for the golden calues which hys wicked father had ereQted, as it Re 
were in deſpight of God himſelfe in Dan and Bethel . In like ſort (e) 35149) 
Manes that vile Hereticke, had no ſooner yndertooke the cure of the q w 
kinges ſorine of Perfia,but it deceaſed.in that very moment. The texte PORINI 
aboundeth wyrh examples of the Sorcerers in Egypt, which were able to =: 

bring Frogges and Graſhoppers vppon the lande , with divers other :: 

lagues : as Pandora with her boxe of malladies,cnfetted al the world: 
ut neyther coulde ſhe nor they, releaſe and ridde the countrye from : 

the ſame , without helpe of a godlye Moyles . Much after the fame 

manner,the prophets of thys time,will giue a likely gefle or aime at the 

falling out of miſchiefes,plotred by them ſelues, our witches alſo wyll. 

not ſticke-to pynch and pyne theyr neyghbours cattell, kyll theyr pul-- 
laynegturne theyr Ale,and bolde theyr credite with the fimple people 

; ſhrewd tyrnes : ſuppoſing it to be ſufficiept for the maintenance ther 

of,yt eyther they can mooue the world to feare or to admire, but there is 

not one among them to befounde that worketh any good,no not one, 

theyr throate is an open ſepulchrezand theyr ſteppes leade to hell : and 

as the Prophet ſpcaketh : Sapientes ſunt ad mala, bona autem faceri 

nefcerunt rf og | | ; 

I coulde enlarge my ſpeeche vpon this poynt,in proouing howe pre- f) 


p, 


ciſely the Prophets imitate the raj Naas,in demaiiding our: (f) 3 pt q I "I 
51 (£) 


eyes for tribute : that is,the light of our religious vnderſtandinge : 
I paſſe it over, The Deuill theyr.greate Oracle,- never taketh any payne Eyſeb hit; 
or trauaule,fayth ook olde father Gerſon, without certeyne hope and 1;h,; 5 cap.35 
promiſe of rewarde: ler hym haue hys ordinary fee, which js alſured ; 
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A defenſatine againit the poyſon 


confidence in wicked artes, and he will promiſe all the worlde, ws he did 
to Chriſt,though that promiſe ever propyecth voide, and deſoluerh intg 
nothing? The fleight and praftiſe of this eameſter,is to hoiſt vs vpwith 
pretence of fmroure and Fryre promiſes :thar afterwarde hee may be ſure 
to trice vs witha greater hazarde, as Fmeane toprooue when TI'come to 
publiſhand recount the mmitolde miſhappes,of ſundry perſons of oreat 
calling » which forſooke the pleafing ſprings of ordinary knowledge, for 
the pittes andleakingceſterns of the Demis ſophiſtrie. Iris inough for 


vs to learne by thys,thatnothing 1s more 


ppolite to conſtant looue,thE 


mi'truſt and ieloufie : nothing more offentive in the fight: of God, then' 


confilence repoſed in an arme of fleſh: nothin: 
lh mento queſt vp wthe glimſe of future lhg| 
can poſſibly diſcerne)then caſti 
3.Re.18, 27 lealteyther our almi 
Prophet ſaide of Bu: 


l, 


in diverfort 


oht 


y God 1 


ad 


ng of vocurhfull 


7 that more inciterh foo- 
bt (which no carna!l eyes, 
and miſtruſtfull doubts: 
loouing father , be lodged as the (g) 


0,in his Inne;ſfo as he can not heare, or 


 ſoforgerfull of his ſeruauntes,ashe will nothelpe, or ſo voide of ordina- 
riemeanes,25 it lyes not in him to relecue vs in'necelity, Neyther let it 


(1) 
2.Cor. 12.9; 
(k) 

1.Reg,8,9, 


De dod, 
Chriſt, 


S  *% '*. % 


{4 
bs, i, 3, 
% In, *, ; 
A * % 


þ 


mooue vs, that God graunteth not vppon the ſuddfine, what foeuer im- 
ortunitie can aske : for ſomerimes he reiefterh our requeſt for our. own 
choo&;as he dealt with (h) Paule,and graunteth tothe wicked at an 0- 

thertimetheir owne defires ro theyr vtter ouerthrow,as, appeareth in the, 
[6s] ſcriptures : and heerevpon, S. Auguſtine gathereth a comfortable and. 


a certaine rule, that whenſoeuer we crane any thing of God, with zealous 

prayer,and fincere repentaunce for our ſinnes',' which is, both fitte for ys 
to receine,and for him to'gyue, Aut dabir quod petimus, "aut quod no- ' 
uirefle vtilius : eyther he wil graunt the Cune which, we requiregor what, 
hee knowes by prouidence , to bee more profitable: our vnderſtan-" 
ding in the matters of the world is limitted , and may errein choiſe, the. 
wiſedome of God's infinit, and therefore cxn neuer fwerne by dire&ti- 
on, To conclude,as it is certaine that God will neyther caſt of thoſe,that ; 
depende vpon his care, nor prote&t or warrant any m1n that diggethvn- | 


der groundefor pipes and conJuites ofintellige 
etident then thet diſtruſt eyther inthe will or in the worke © 


ce: ſonothing 15 more 


God. is 


that Gadbee which hath vrged and prouoked miny wanton witres, to, 


ſeeke for othernaked helpes, which alwa 
ove them over in theyt moſt neceſſitie; 


Furthermore, the pliant readineſle' of 
idledreumes and+ fancies , enen as babes of their owne be 


yes thrinke before aſtorme,and 


fbrainſicke fooles,, to cheriſh 
gerung ,to 


aſcribe diuinirye to vaine conceites, ro flatter themſelues with a fruite- 
lefſe hope of thingesrhat neither dyd,norcmn euer come to palle, and ro 
belecue thar what-ſoener certaine mountebanckes pretend is rrueth, 
and thar there is ſmall difference, berweene the ſhowe of ſeeming Pro- 
phers and the ſubſtaunce of true propheſie, laſt of all credulitie, to ſpeake 


plaine 
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. = of /paſed prophecies,\. \. 
plaine Engliſhthe Nource of error;hathbeene another certaine-eauſe, 

why ſo my fimple'men detlining rather after ſha{dowes of apparance 

then difconeries of proofe : hanebeehe toy \groflely blinded , wich the 

vanities and maſcarados of abuſegas-neither they couldeflie the chaſe 

which lexdetlyro decrie,nor ſhunne that Lions denpe, wherein ſo man 

ſteppes of entrie,bur nor one of ſafe returne,may be diſcduered . Non 

enmcun fillanturiſti,&c.” For our maneris nor, ſaicth Chryſoſtome, ,,, . 0 
to reproone tiiole. Prophers when they {weruc,which is their common , | x ; 
guiſe : but roadmire them when'they iuinpeyppon a point of rrueth, 1,11 
though beſfideall rales and groundes of certuntic t which chauncerh by 
verie ſeldome. ' We neede notriflem the Monuments of former times, 
ſo long as the preſent age wherein we live, may furniſh ys with ſtore = 
of moſt ſtraunge examples, For though we hane becne yeerely mated; 1. 1 
and abuſed A hezadcis do ſuch a ſort, as whoſoeuer buies | 
the ſame, as direRorivs eyther of the-weather or of the world : may be 


Kt 2g 


 rruely fayd,to bymade a foole;, forgood lucke ſike vppon the-firſt »6f 


lJanuarie,thoughthe Prophets and wiſe men, as ditierk call the by a : 
figure inthis age,Heliuer not fine goldetor brafle, as Ghncus' did to |. - ;, 
Diomedes inexchaunge,but fmokefbriilucr , though the yellels of * * þ 
our ordinatie trafficke/in'this kinde;p bring: home neither Golde-nor | 
filuer, like the fleere of Salomom har trauailed'to Ophir ,, but pyld 3-Reg.to, 
apes and Peacockes 5 yetare we prone andeager } 09a put foorth the 2, 
ſtocke of alloug wittes and faculties,-m/hope of cHippes , with no lefle 
F_ irſt of nouclties, then if the world of yanines. were veivly to 

eginne; andrhe race offollie! couldenever' haue an ende . The wiſer 
fort of men, hath euer madetheir chiete account;;26» )ivripwy pporredpegy 
of the ſecond witte-which comes by purghale : but nothing warneth vs 
againſt the thirdeand fountuavalt , which retchlefle manner growes 
vpon ſimplicite ;- The'vulgar ſorrar- Athens. ,: were ſo fooliſhe as to 

inke = Minos was infpired in-acertaine hollowe caue'or vault by 
lupiter, with-6 ill lawes':' which forthwith vppon.his coniming our, 
while dame follie was inherchiefeſt pride;he made to be enacted and: .- 
approoned by cofiſent of the'people: ©) The: Rom1ines helde the hike 
conceite,'of Numa Pompilius their King: as it he neither had invented 
or perſwaded any lawe;; without! aduiſe- of the Nimphe Egeria,, with 
whom'fot a better colour of the guile, he pretended prinate conference. 
This groflceredulitie;themorrall and' profeſſed enemie ro conſtant ' 
faith, bewitched dinerſe leitned men fo: firrezwid Plato with. the reft: 
as'they beleetted certainlye; 'rhat Socrates the Paynim, was direfted as 


ſeconde Iaxcyby an'Ang Ifrom.abooue: where as in yerie deede, ey-- 


ther there was no-ſach'thing;or if there were, itwas the light of na- 
rure, which teachetlvvs, ſafer Origen;the wayeto vertue!, without any; In 4.lud. 
prompter of experience; With theſe; wee may compare-the fwarmes of 
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fimple-and ſeduced ſoules, who thought that- where mas was the 
fielde couldnor be loſt :that Bel deuoured all the Kings allowance, for 


his deintie'fate: that God»ſpake. by. blockes and: carued ſtones ::that 
Chriſt, who carne to ſave the world by bloud:, ſhoulde tyranniſe with 
externall pompe and ſhining Maieſtie : that Mahomet the gloſing ſico- 
phant, was inſpired with a Doue :that Munzer was incited and prouo- 
bed by a blefled wg raiſe the bowers of Germanie: and a mulri- 


- |, tndeofothers, whoſe tio 1/3 TIN ; 'deferveth nor ſo much as 
_ -.., #heffourith ofa penne : much leffe'the recogde of antiquitie . Both all 
andeuerie one of theſe, was ledde toccredite 'not a trueth in deede, but 
a common errour, ſoothed and augmented, - by the voyce and warrant 
| Cicero de Of ſuck wilie perſons,as made profite of their imbecillitie, in which re- 
-divin.lib., |eR:it is confeſſed by themſelues, that oracles and idoles neuer, wexed 
ombe,till men became incredulous : / as if. our lightneſle, in belcefe, 
had beene their tovgue, and our onerſight, their credite, It may ſeeme 
ſtraunge to thoſe, which ſpie light at a narrowe loope,, that any man 
could be thus grofle,as to delight in ſhaddowes:: but whether ſuch diſ- 
orders ſprang,as Tacitus ſuppoſerh,at the firſt, In adulationem praſen- - 
tis potentiz,or by ſimplicitic and ignoraunce invery deede : the mat- 
ter is all one ; for that they mounted by degrees to this exceeding 
height, and brought themſclues into conceite , by long continuance. 
For as the giddie people, wexing wanton by long raunging in'the leas 
ofpride and libertie,had neede bee curbed at the ſjgighteſt-lincke of 
awe : ſo doubtlefle, their facilitie to wonder at vaine toyes , whichcat- 
rie ſtramgeapparance to the world, was ſuchat the firſt ,4s.no gloſing 
” Prophetcould ſay more;then they would fiweare , and f9r Magnus gra- 
tias, as Terence ſayes,they made vp Ingentis. Whereupon , as rumors, 
| bythe winde of ſundry mouthes,are mounted farre aboue the pitch of 
a common reache,and the ſtrength of fame ,' cncreaſeth, by the length 
of tranaile : ſo by their impulſiue meanes; the greater ſort, which ever 
wanteth skill ro diſcerne and iudge;were mooued to atlmire the. ſpirites 
Philip.1,r0. of vaine men, before they prooucd , as erg an ex Deo eflent, 
1. Theſ.5,21 whetherthey were of God or otherwiſe. The fhrſt conceite,” is like a 
1.loh.4.1, Clodde of fande;which gathering more ſtore of matter, by djuerfitie 
* of tydes and tradh of time { becomes a ſhelfe;, and at the length abarre, 
ro wracke yeſſels of the greateſt burden, andcouching men, which bend, 
and ap by r eares tothe blaſt of eucrye; whisking'vvinde [as Ceſar 
| hath obſerued in his hiſtory: Jeyther we may,note them, forthe grea- 
ter patte;to be fickle in theyr choyſe of para 6 or; diſcontented wyth 
the preſent ſtatezor defirousto bedealing with great, matters, or ouer- 
 ſhotte and almoſt druncke , with the courſe of long calamitie: ſo that 
— +. whatſoever in the calme of peace is but reputed! tanquam fortuna fiue, 
cafis,as fortune'6r chaunce in the ſtorme of trouble 1s eſteemed,as the, 
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'z the wrath of God : and agayne ſayth Tacitus , vti moy ;eſt,vulgi forcuira 
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e, for ad culpam trahunt;as the manner of the common people is,they.im- Tacit, An- 
: that pute thinges thatare cafuall to default or negligence, & why ſo? for nal-hb.z & - 
with ſooth becauſe with Zebal in the books of Iudges; vimbtas hominurn, 4+ 
fico- quaſi capita montium vident,et. hoc crrore decipiuntur : they take 
ou0- mens ſhaddowes tor the toppes. of mountaines,and are beguiled with 1,4 , 5 
ulti- thys ercour.Could Egypt euer; haue made his prophets ſo ſimple and 
ch as ſo ſenceleſle,as ro-thinke; that onely by ſtaring on the ſtarres, which, _ ,. > . 
h all haueall one figure: they wert able-to diuine, of chaunces, rhartbe- ,; 
, but tide) vs1n- our; lives: and dealinges 2 woulde Greece haue ſuſpen+ 
rTant ded theyr whole confidence, vpon the fayth of Oracles, Perſia yppon 
1 Te belcefe in'dreames,Germanie of witches, India of Deuils,8 fo forth 
excd euery prouince,ypon one vayne reſt or other? ſo that wee might vp- 
efe, brayde them'as the prophet'dyd the Iewes. According to the number 
eme of 6 citties, are thy Gods O Iuda:and atcordinge to-the;number of Tonk th La 
man thy waycs O lerufalem;haſtthou ere&edand built -ltars.of conkui- © Ss 
dit 0n,whereon lacrificeis offcred-to Baal &c, If that: one ſparke of ort- 
en - ginall infirmitie,which remaineth asanheire lobmd be diſcent, a+ 
at- ,mongthe ſoanes of Adam, +had-nor taintedand inteted-gur whole © 
ing kynde,wyth the:dregges of error. Fayth is avertue,nn mnan wil deny, - 
_ but not raſh beleefe,it muſt beſuted and confirmed; to the courts of + © 0: HR 
con duery and obediehice'to. God : not irregulare, perceiueable,,notimar. 
of inatiue, buile yppon the fiedfal rocke ;1.' which neythier wyndes nor*/ 

5 Rag 
a | wiucscan'mooue,not hangingin the ayre;fixed: ypon! tertaine pfin- 


mg ciples,riot volanr at aduenture. How then coulde OE oo | 
mo ly Moiſes from hys charge, for no: longer tyme then, whilehe:myghr 

hs conferre:wyth God,abour hys holy lawes, vpponchemountz.excuſe >.>. /:, 
of the wilfall andvnkyndeingratitude of Iſtacll,gn fectivg yp aigold x0d, 32. 
go ; Calfe;avif both their aldGod and their olde-gaige;bhd forſaken 


he Put the cale,i:ietued Terobbams turne for hig;owne perticulak, in re- 

_ ſpoof wicked:and vainepollicies;taſeryphis golden (calyes:inDin 

rt, and Bethel: leaſt thepebple by repairingſyecrely to lenifaleny yas to. , po 

= the place whereunto Go true ſeruicewas annexedy by the charter:of 30 os 

_ his holy' wordeymmight ins time. be mooued or perlwaded:, torretyre * * 

G backe to the regimenriob luda/: was thisia reaſon; why, ;therfeelie/ſubs : 

d iectes,thould arany time agniſe them for their: lawiull; Goddes 376r | ws 

wy aſcribe their fafo deliueraunte out.of thehands of Egypt, to rheir mer» | Ce 

7 cie 2 Mutt the bralen Serpenr ſuddainely -beermade a god ,1becaule it 

was ordainedin the wildernefle:to (a) eure>diugrſe:greenqus mala: No! (a) 

2 dies,in the (b) figure.of his ſacred bloud,whocleanſcd all the fylthie L9rtg 

T: {5 of AR PREY Orjs notthts'a way, to [ ff 'F4 

« _ depraueandquiteperuert the nature of adigac;when wee (eeke rd vie, *203+14- 

" orratherto abuſe the ſame »asan'inftriment;probie \;'ofatluauns =» rg 
+ | : G 4 : cing ; | . 
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nh way i 99 e660 Theſe bieake 
e1ng'our;conceites;to the worſhip of an Idole? e 
_— downefalles of the godly, can _ choofe but ſeeme paſling 
- Freeuous, as the Preacher fayth: homini habenti ſenfum , ro0a man 

+ [thathathvnderſtanding: but yet it pleaſerh God, ro ſuffer diuers ſcan- 

-dales in the Church, by reafou of our oger grearFfacilitie to flyde, and 

© |... [tbolſeeyther ro make-proofe of all, that as'S. Paule wrytes, they thar 

(c) are(c)tryed, may bemnitelt : orto puniſh former {innes:in(d)ſome, 
r.Cor.11,rg/ 0Ft9 rye a meanegf(&) workihg/gracein others ./ Symon Magus 
(d) hab ooſoonermadea proffer,'of hys 5kill in (f) witchery,whictraba- 

3, Rc.22,22, RIfimple eves: burifome affyrmed hym, to be the power .of/ God, 
(c) Thaviscalled greatezand yetitplealed God withina whyle, to-match 
Ex.4,et © andouer match bym,in ſuch a torre 4as forverye tham&of hys'owne 
; defaulps; -andiadmiration of the miniſters of Go,he would haue(g) 
6  ipdrchaſeda plaget among, them -: if eyther grace:coulde hauc beene 
AQt.8. 9,.,, boughtwith gp; {de,or the ſcope of godly myracles had beene increaſe 
IP (e ) -ofxreafure7lfvlike/ fort, afre-Paulc and Barnabas: had reſtored alame 
Ac.S,19 <rippteztorhe perfettwc'of hislimmes: ſome woulde haue facrificed 
; in their honor, by the file of (b) Iupiter and Mercurie, as though the 

| name of ſeſits,whereunto the knees of a!trhynges (5) bowe, -bothin 

A NP heauen and earch,and yuderneath the ſame, were of no force : ynlefle, 
AQ.14-17, "Djufimiles homihibus,Gods liketo men , haddeſeended insliuely 
 ſhapeto viſite-them:The fond (k) Handers ar Mitflen , which preſu- 

102 med ynaduiſedly;cthatthe viper which crept vp the hand'of S; Paule, 

as'he wanmed hym-among-rhe zeſt after hys eclcape. from ſhipwracke, 

[was ſeardownefor'a punaſhment of murder, or ſome other heynous 

xrime would needes have dubbed hym a God vppon the ſuddayne, 


ACt.2,6,., be rea apt arent 46-2 they ar no —_—_ nor gs the 
3 2 DOES ffeered leapyng;as the | qniagl nn eth, out of a. quakinge 
re F16 | xo, url leſle, _— rear and 
. mone (delperate extrenuitic. One day,the I&wes woulde make Chriſte 
theirking-* an other day;rhey layde wajtqritiip himlinhis fpecches, 
- , arone timethey cut downe bxaunches froritthe: trees; and ſpread their 
-- garments in hys waye : aan other, they bade crucifige;There was n 
EM BIS? wo) FNC] a nor temper jn theyr mallice, #4 
touch of erueth, no weyghr af wyſedome, nor regarde of reaſon, A 
, albcir,ytehing mucaÞilirie braughtforth.no worle effects, rhen error \ 
in-one poynt ortwd(as doybtieffeatis 1lyke a comon fluſe;ta ler in all 
bn the poyſon, of deceite': er wyſemEwylbefteeme it as a token of great 
-_ . « inibecillitieinthoſe,whichſerke oible theyr fortune by their wite, 
DG * tolyenakedand opentoabule;and never tobe longer free, fromthe 
\* ,_ practiſe ofentifing bavres : then till-new trappes and treaſdns, maybe 
' +  couchrdvaderleauevof Laurell;ro decciue the credulous../ Vppon this 
grounte,depetidesthe-generall raiſdeeming, and miſtaking ofthe pro 
gf1I Þ per 


% , "of poſed Br OPUKCIES AS Wh ; d 
—_ henchs Pybiun: in the Grltbe- 
Nin Church,aſcribedalltnif-forrunest0 the publick pres 


earn Ie whereas; if any 
be deriued ground,the were greite .,| becauſe | 
mens eares were not prhr0PeH) to the yoyce of chile podhetres | neede 


Tertul.in 
Apologic.. 


nor: vduch examples inthismatret!, becairſe; nothing:is more. rife aod . 


commbn;in the practiſe of our life *thienfor nic thateyrher wantex» 
or grace, to make ſuch a/mixnire;its ſtraoge: accidentes; that 

Topo wk my cas ut nor Ronen ec ha 
[nt mares which cauſe nay <dlaime- and chal» 
En ora rar ea 
,may be toyoun es vnder water, 
fictbegrnnor Ns tt Leia teheionnr aa 

—_ hand,chough it be buta bul-ruth. , or tothe-pew Founde 


akkfcoriboar cuertine, whideeLoay them, wars 1rTg quid 


liberexquoliber; g and vnweauing dayly_ the-luckelciſe ebbe 
of Penelope : withouteyther reaſon for their myſteric , ,otirewarde for 
theirlabour. Cicero 2 greatdefire,to vnderſhore themuitics of 
-conieQurall deceite, ror op newe founde principle; 'that the woxlde was - 


framed in ſack vrder ar the firſt inning:Ve certis rebus fignaqued3. 

ome mop. Sontag 97 Id Kr TpraE run befoteicer- 
orlight r 

ny omry AY rn this loi ofraine rings © yer 


ynto al,nor tothe principal before the baſe, orif irmightextend ro all:it; 


could auaile vs little, ſo 16g 2s our ſencesare tooidhll td diſcry this ſecret 
light, which larkerhin the breaſt of narure.; The publicatios of ſuch 
yaine& friuelous conceits; as theſe:-i5a better meane to fofter ignd- | 
| rance;thento weane'the wilde ard wanton/beads of thij qua waa 4 
| rhemilke of yanitie. For what reaſon can any man alive,eyther learned 

orynlearned bring: why the Satirisk hich appeared tothe mother of 
Dioniſins the whe ſhe bare him in kir wb; ſhould rather make 
impreſſion irthenature of the childe,, ofa pre witte ,.asthe Pro- 
phers faide : then bf a fauage and ynque -defireof bloud,, which 
was afterward approoued Ge 2-JV ſhoutde'the ſiwarme of 
Waſpes,which light by fortune ; fideof. _— —_ 
that all his dealings ſhoulde not be curable, but bright and 
_ EI eoficuns Why _—_ pre pier 
ture F. c 

two heades, murinie and rebellion in rabbi wealth: 
then breach of wedlocke in cap Trapani firice firſt the childe-was 
borneznor iri the Gailde priuare houſe :;and-rhen_not eue+ 
ro -oom oat mon rar i5 a womans head, but her 
xr rage 32 as'Sainr. Paule-prooueth - to the Corinthians? 
What kinred or affinitie , coulde the rags youch berweene the 
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tools of Veios,zndcho Rivbr:: why: che fitflicouſd.not) 
nt ".71->T ehefogce dffipeare and fhiclde till che/latret; which ranne md a 
Wt! 2 7. ymworhiewalles, werednerted by: the force, ofamen pages wooated 
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yaoi Sms mh wer amr hue wfeare- of ciuill warre, 
| wy. vppon'the ſighrd ieftreames in the atre;andagaine,, they looke 
Wl R0LINE pi ASC] cntivof ali-rhin ney rene 'bearea 
ON: txmt;orcoldurnot nh 2 math: ad vs ra gbod; Phitoſophes: can 
parchem-oubotdoubr , # thavthe-firſtp oubatabichod>: fab ing-yapour, 
drawegvp'b id by in rome: the. "92 Ware? 
Gabe ifchandetdelte werealwaics meſſengersof bad-ſicceſe 1fo-ma» 
nieſhduldmorfaltinto:the:ſ $f this deſert and cwaſtq-groutdes ,.not | 
,vppon the roppes ob hilles,w mwandwelles; amſtwhom zfor: 


; cunorray- ſpend che mulllive ofher-r —_ yet the Romaines 
wereb S-2"WGlT v8 arthe great ofthbir nbd 56188 
{ſorheriine they were'contenr tordi o aur.6:5hy tfimeto-Hneake off 
abſohely,theyr mattcr$of greataveight and momenr;:asforſpoken by 


hke Ull accidentes : kcthay als alchou ghtheboultes and ifhesidid 
—_ hurr'abrode, ;yerthe: Fathers were Cade foolesathome«, Which 
aungered thepollidie Bur Plyloſophers cair ſhewe-Saire! Cardes; to 
— while there is\@ ſormey an-Oceane\; andbarthi2:theſe thangs 
ror rn 
&r Q t t 
3scarntton ran Foukenrdribis : beſido, iv workerhmot/vpo 
boltiepb ollaticleof avy common wealth;bur vponthe;ſeds, gn way of 
dilles;the Cattell:atidithe Cities... Theromzy be ſerete influence 4 
Planers I confelle;rather into-one kinde: of fabiatt thab anotber-; 


the Moone Gonnde bupltide expetietice, totbearelergreateſt? ds 
; ent iodine hbarte wiſts ano conſequent 


hothe branes ofa ;t1 T  beemmeoreoteraikinde of iſecrete 
Heagiweor hirmonis. by wiguall > eemenit berwe gne-orie bodye and 
ahotherdus :workirevruned an :; ill foundet6gether; Wee 


ok perry urs rp mr a ar aan en - wie 
me trees willeythet pyne or: profper, by the: wg! brabndhes:of 
Gmeorhers;thit growe Hit; uunopgy dar Bleed 


nee ofthelhurderet, NED obnheſt -ſtergtd properties: att 
furthex ot 3 wth ob bomiming fofwarll!df ſuch 
thingsusmenBuraot nf relo 


courſe oh any-future/acci+ 
So cundorhc 5 ;by-vis jr couture 


ofthe great | : 
____ , _ diſtanconthariivbetweene a a geen happen Bur 
>! io %% k ſich arethe ſtiutingehumours of our Þ hetsas volefle they y: forge a J 
—. ran” 1 /v-ameorwiIge ofn yhbe by: phoned 
yog 


no did, burby. fu} end cuiediy, 
. wile crcenaawwomnoupely! 1evicen-ncytherc'rea Rar" | 
. bes 219547224 davov egrutinorÞ ods 2bluns rs ini, 16 horn. whilgh 4 
1 70! C | : 
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- which theydecke by guile,notmaintaine the dredite whiahy they chime 
.bypumledge, 9:13 (4,30 223mnnhs ang l id yighyh o1,5)conh 
5311 


: the proper cauſes oftll things, belanging to hys faculty, wherby irange 
_ 0 96 wrought(b lan nor in theyr $kil PIs 
fame) gane out by meane of whiſperers in diuers places of the Girtie, thar 
he gefled not by ordinary meanes at mens diſeaſes , or the time & aia - 

.ner of their death &c.Bur that he-was.a ſoothſayer,a propher,aud I know 

-not what: not much valike in malliceto-the' ſtubborne Iewes , who 

could not endaregthat Chriſt ſhould be fayd to caſtiout Dehiils in any 0- 


ther hame;rhen that of Belzebi1b; For: though to cure diſeaſes, and to"? 


rodriue'out ſpirites,,, be a very laudable and, godly-worke : yet not to 
-doe the ſame,by wicked and yngodly meanes;which made both Galen 
for hys.credite -, : and our Sauiour-Chriſt for. our inſtruction,; to-putin 
\theyr-aunſiver. Much after the ſame ſorte,one Arantius 4 Romainguas 
ſayde to ſpeake-ypon hysderth bedde,More'vatumy aftor thentanggr of 


the prophets ; though in very deeds, heftook&)hys levellbyy, nanepther Taci, Anna! 
marke,then the'common-groundofreafon.The Women -of Corurh, libs, 


[a3 Chriſoſftome writes] hagka very.ſtraunge kinde of. caftomeonvic a- 


mong them, which was,zo ſerte vppo lightes oftapers,as the-bynthote- 1 © bh 4 


oth bifterdy in Gridry places of his workes,of oertnine 
2 peeuiſh miouerebincks at Rome! -who repyuing athys knowledgein 7 


- 
+: 
g «a 


*" 4 


Mat,9, 34- 


| uerychilde with proper names :and loke, what name that 5 nmr howil.r 4, 


which laſted longe!t in the þburning.theſamewould they, 
rokenof good lucke;to thogenderiinfant 3.44 chongh there wer, 20 
tie/betweeve tbeſe.merybers io comparafon,orthe reaſon wergdndifig- 
rent}; that becauſe the, waxe was olds amdrmoredurableninchelighte: 
therefore the/qualities of health and ſtrengrh; aighrro.by morepraper 


to the bodyeAnd.herevppon'it comes to palle,as $.lerom writes, that Hier'ad ut | 


' 01 . 
MESA [7 (2:14 


4 : 
x 7 « 


the world is beſt affeed-ro thoſe toyes,wherewith Chriſt-is moſt oHts-/ Paul; by 


ded. We may learne by that which is-reccorded in Valterius'Maxinus;a 
ſtrong Proftor of rhe Pagane vanities: whatadoe thert was ih Ramt, 
when the: Marble-tibles wexedmoy&,,airhoyg it be moſt proper fo 
theytkynde,co ſwerts before the rayngs bittil the Copirath by ©4Rge 
- were blaſted withaflyh of lighening (as ir trikech oft 

of ſteeples,& of necellity muſt haye a place whereonto light:)-the-ger 
 -Berall-difcouragement was no-whitte lefle ,- then.if the forte had beene 
-larptifed;and' cog pleand the comms nwelth, deiared by, the 


Deſtives. When the\gartyſott which lay in/Paleſtine,had onke; jefolued 

by a generall aſſentanbongſthemſeluesjroproclaune Veſpaſian/as Em- 
;peroy i nothing could betide fo farre,.? yo yer ont fg y yet 
Aayth:/Tacitus;biitthe ſang was wrefted ,/ and ed bythe ſletohye 
andatnyueotonetialty witteorother, 2s a0 argpment ak gop}fuc- 


cellezin tac cauſe orcnmerpuile, whicrebey ought ea furder Saduance CD, 


A010 D. 2. with 


+ F 
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en at the tgppes®! 111.55 
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1 A defenſatine againit the priſon 


i with theyr rtermoſt endeuor::in.ſo much, as Soſtrates the Prieſtyn- 
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| [| | dertooke,to deſery Veſpaſians aduauncement,in the bowells of the {a- 
(4.0 Stae.; wn} 9g ona er 6 ſhould beflaine, by the difcomfiture 
Jut.in Bu; .F, certain Eaple ;, which caine from that ide wherein the campe of 
by Brutus Jaye: bur in very trueth ir pleaſed Gud,eySer by thys meane ro 
WHINE ” wreake the death of Cefar (with whoſe blood thys Brutus had embru- 


I! | wal ed hvs handes) orto tranſ-fourme:the comms wealth of Rome, into 


"Ml the ſtare of Monarchie,the laſt of thoſe which are recorded in the pro- 
«1H phecie of Daniel,againſt the.comming of his onely ſonne accordinge 
1108 to'the fleſh: who is that king of kinges, and Lord of Lords, which was 

refigured before the lawe,and reſounded'by the Prophets: The maſſe 


Wl hi | Math, Parris -; Requiem, which Thomas Archebiſhoppe of Cannterbury,celebra- 
T1108 | red the ſelfe ſame'day that he was reconciled to the king his Soue- 


raigne : was thought by divers learned men, as diuers of our Engliſh 
-writers ſhowe , to prognoſticate greate hazarde to the Biſhoppe: and 
ht) | why not reſt and quiet harbour,afte his long toſſing in the ſurges of 

168 |  vneerthinechaunces, which the worde of Requiem importeth , or at 


#1 Mita | leaſte the deark, rarher-of an other then himſelfe , becauſe no prieſte 


| _ fingeth the maſſe for himſelfe;bur for annother, Furthermore we read 


F | "Wit that becauſe certaine droppes of the conſecrated Wine, fell downe by 
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(HY miſchaunce ypon the floure or paucment of the Church at Rheines, 
l (a) when Pope Eugenie ſang maſſe: many were (a) afraide , that greate 
Wt! Nicol. Gil, Miſhappes would come after,as indeede there did , but nor in that re- 
I in Annal, ie® rehbs ſcalding vapoures of mens wreackfull mindes, woulde 
have founde a yent, though the Pope had bene more heedefull and re- 


4 huh | ſpeſtive inthe adminiſtration. I tolde before , howe vnaduiſedly the 


(b) riſtians,were (b) charged by the Painims, with all plaguesand m 
Tuſt. Man. fories that fellv ; n gt, ea wealth : though the Sl han wi 
4n dial cum j;qcke theſecaules and effets together. Epiphanius (c)prognoſtica- 
Tryph. red that Chriſoſtome ſhould departethys life, in g1 { om wyth 
Tertul.in ty4 Prince,and which is'more,depriued of his biſhoppricke : Chrifo- 
Apoliget 'ſtome,to requite his peremptorie and vncharitable 1udgement, afla. 

c) x6d himi likewiſe; that he ſhould neuer returne fafe to'kis ſerand both 
(hl Socr. hiſt lib.,goke effeCt; as the fath ers,though perhappes in heate, had vtrered , It 
$1.4 6.CaPp.13, may bezthat both | FoapIGen they coviectures, vponthe wrekeful mal 
| TN lice of Eudoxia;(which at that inſtant bare all the ſtroke) againſte the 
| | "godly paſtors of the C hurch , or ſome farther reaſonthen the ſtories 
';butTam ſure, that neyther of 
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viter might induce them thus to iu 
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TR1 them both yas eſteemed or admired as'a Prophet, L 
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© Stratonicus an experte Phiſition,decmed'of the goodnes of the: wa 


| T0 ter,by the complexions and health of thoſe:rhar dayly drancke therof, 
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ting that the wanton ſurfcites and dyſorders of his 
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iog their eyesvppon flitting and remoouing, cloudes, which paſſe ouer 
with the racke : Gaderiic _— them to bee greate mountaines; 
.fametime dragons, ſometime 


of hapoſed prophecies, 


one time or other pur his life in hazarde : gaue him warninge ws be- 


 warcof an Apoplexie.Gre 


rie Naz ianzene_ obſeruing narrowlye the 
roling eyes, the cruell looke,the giddic head, the fonde demaundes,the 
childiſh aunfwers , the wrekefull minde , and diſdainefull maner of 


that hell-hound Iulian,at ſuch time as he gaue himſclfeat Athens, to 


the ſtudye of vnlawfull artes:, had reaſonto frye out with grones, O 
omen monſtrum Romanunm alit imperium? O what a monſter doth 
the Romaine Empire nouriſh? meaning , that. if cuer he atteined to 
that height, (which was expeRted by the Nlaues & miniſters of hope,) 
it.was'almoſte vnpoſlible that hee ſhould prooue other then a ſeconde 
Hazaell,to perſecute and affliet the godly . Iidorus the Byſhoppe of 
Hiſpala 1n Spaine,vpon the' fight of Mahomet , -buta great deale more 
yppon conſideration of the qualities, and:circumftaunces both of the 
perſon, tyme and people, with whom and-where he lived: gauca like- 
lye gelle at the Tragedics,whereof he prooued author and actor after- 
warde, by the practiſe of Sergius that horrible Apoſtota, Theodora 
the Empreſle of Conſtantinople, yppon the fight of one Baſilius, who 
was-Lorde great maiſterto her Sonne : as one atfrighted gave aſhrike, 
and after tolde the Emperour, that certainly thys Baftle woulde prooue 
aBaſiliske, that is,a Cockatrice,as it fell out afterwarde.Some thought 
that Theodofius,the patriarch,diuined by an inward inſpiration, 
the firſt ſight of Andronicus, that he ſhould weare a crowne : but ſome 
of the wryters ſhow,that his light proceeded rather from the warnings 
of Manuel, the late deceaſed Emperour, All theſe were holden for greate 
ophets,and I wyll not denye, but the better ſorte, might be inſpyred 
264 aboue but both beſt and worſt, were altogether voyde Xt any 
light,orknowledge de futuris contin entibur according to thoſe rules 
.or kyndes of aime,which are oreſeribe by the curious. ; | 
Atthe byrth of Henry, firſt infant after Cardinall, and lately kyng of 
Portingale,vpon the death of his Nephewe,all the citry of Vliſ- bona, 
as the (d) ſtories teſtific, was-couered with ſnowe : whereupon ſome 


gathered, the rare integrity and honour of hys lyfe , which in verye 66100 reb 


deede was true,although the coulour were not forcible : for I woulde 


that God appeared vnto himghauing heare vypon his heade, (ce) Tan- 
quam lanam mundam, like pure wooll, and Chriſte appearing in lyke 
manner ynto Tohn;had heyre as white as (f) ſnowe , or if.conieftures 


haue no force : there can be no loſle in referring the qualicy of thewea , 


cher,to the tyme and ſeaſon bf the yeere, wherein it happened. Itfareth 
/4 poynt with prophets, as it doth with other ſimple men,who fix- 


es,ſometime beares, accordinge to 
Fy-” ; the 


Emmanuel. 


rather geſſcantiquity vpon this grounde,.becaule we reade in Daniel, |, . 
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A" | A defenſatineragainit the poyſon 


LK (hl the ſundry figures of theyrfantie +. | Wherevpon me -thinkes there is void 
Ti greate reaſon;to commend thewifedome of Sueronius, Palinus, -who De 
o F'\0.j | rather bounthimnſelfe to warie-courtes vpon good aduiſe there the if 
© WR Tacitus, An. bo by _— Felthjitne WIKIS; om 
NE ih lib.» brunt of hazarde ini a fielde of Fortune. Nunquamn enim temeriras &e. kyr 
PRIN: Y for remeritie1s neirer coupled with true-wiſedome,/ nor'chaunce cafled Xs 
"Wi he yuan) FIT of great moment. The Romaines held wo 
| vi it for an excecdg frowarde and ynluckie figne, that the ftandard could gar 
Willi not be lifted from the grounde, when they were at the poyat of ioy-- - BY 
Vn ning battu] with theyr ennemye ? and yer #:my 5a the fault was in cax 
he the ſtandard bearer, who was eyther feeble tor defaulte of health, or the 
Pwitlt faint-hearted for want of courage, or willing to deferrerhe fighte tyll . 
£67 T00K of, ; $ O f AS in 
| FOO! ſome fitter opportunity. The ſtarres of Golde, ' which glided and fell bu 
Mi 07 | downe from the roofe of Appollos temple at Delphos, could be found ot 
| Wm | no mor? |: whereuppon the Pricſtes beganne to-quake and. ſhijuer, pt 
WMir | : letritthen bee their tooliſh feare;; no reaſon in the figne, ſince the 
I - greateſt inconuenience T finde t was the lofle of ſo much Gold, embe- 
4, fol zeled by ſome cunning theefe, or perhappes by the prieſtes themſclues, 
fi! as the weighr of the ſtarres in gold amounted too : and in this maner 
Mi 


» lib.g,cap. 2 


loſeph. An, N abudwdonozortras deceiued of the deinty fare, which was prouided 
lib. 2, for his blocke almighty.Perhaps wee may be pur in winde of a Scribe 
that gaue warning vnto Plato, concerning a certaine Iſraelite , that 

' ſhould arife and conquerEgypt: A'greate matter doubtlefle > wheh 

they that had biit halfe an eye coulde judge, that as rrueth is ſtrong and 

preuaiteth, ſo the children of RY 1n defence of trueth:twere 

very like ro put down their en nemies,accor ing to that otaile & weigh 

ty fentence of Gamahiel in the publicke confiſtorye : it t be of God,it 

AR.5,34, caivnotbe relifted.Befide'it may be;thar thys Scribe hauing heard, that 
Gen.3, the ſeede ofa womwn ſhould bruſe the ſerpents heade :fpake rather of 
| theregement of Chriſt, then of the tranimigratiorrof Moyſes,, | for as 
ate A the firſt departed with a poyle of Egypt, but ſubdued jr not: {6 Chriſt, 
; ' not onely robbed them'of outwarde pompe ,- but brake theyr ſcepter, 

! andouecrthrewe theyr Idoles. An other Propher TON cit- 
rye of feraſalem ſhonld lyewaſte anddeſolare,art what rime the remple 

. weredefiled with vixcircarciſed people : andno meruaile, fince a very 
__ childe coulderell, that rhe temple was the itrengrth,the wealth and one 
ly countenaunce, of al the Iewiſh ſtate 2and thertore who wonld think, 
that ſo long, as eyther man or woman were a live within therowne, 
they wouldenor fighte wntill-the laſte :droppe- of theyr-bloode *;/in 


k defence' bothe of theyr religion?" andof thepr countrye”. | Beſide, 
R thePropliers ma{lethys thatter enidentalong time; before; denouncing 


to'ths ſories of Abrahamuaccording tothe fleth, in refpeer of theyr.yn- 

Math, 11,12, thankfalne fl844 finitlende both of thie | prieſfthoodecand the auil ſtare 
© roaather,”Gmnes ia prophetxet lexpvique ad Lohannem propheta- 
NM _ verunt 
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«"\ of Jappuſert propherieg,” © \ 


s 
vertint.The light, | which Pope Clement gaue to Charles the competi- 


tor off Naples,andto the Duke.of Auſtria, concerning many ſtraunge Eftenan de / 
miſ-fortunes, which afterwarde beicl them in the bloudy viage againſt Garib.tom. 


kyng Charles: wasnarrowly obſcrued and eſteemed by ſome writers, 
as a” glimſe: of prophetic : bur ſuch prophet any man might be, that 
would hauepeized and:compared in ide ballaunce bf indiflerente- 
ourde,theyr tecbleneſle with his force; theyr hatard with:bys cerantye, 
theyx hope with his poſleſiion , theyr viiſtaſoned headeswith his'rype 
experience. Henry the fift, [ſayth marſter. Haulc] prognoſticatgd., p 
the young'Earle of Richmonde, who: was then his page; ſhould one day 
ſtint rhe ſtrife betwezne Yorkeand Late atbiacteonlds hot 
haue beene reucaled,as ſome thidke;without a-deeper infighteinto.fus, 
rurethinges , che common ſchcelor reaſon can attaine or reach ynto, 

'Formine own part as I1nay confefie without any prezudice vnto 
my tayfeandfingeſomereaſbns to belecue, that to this godly: Prince, 
which built his onely confillence, vpon the care and wercie ohhis God, 
withont regard offickle chaiice, it pleaſed God hkewi{e to hfiYþut the 
oracr of future vnderſtanging in an ample. meature: yet am letde to 
thinke'witha]l ,-that:zoy man of iudgement-, v1n- the: dealings of-che 
world;whickeythertelt or awe the plagues of that afflictdd age; by 


Vo 


Pandulph | 
codl earin 
hiſto. Nea» 


polit, 


reaſorr of the maine turnes knd chaunges on all fides,from\: diſgrace; to, © 


glory;from reſtraint to'regiment, and 25 the wiſe man fayes y Acarcere 


ad regnum:::mighteafily conceyue,thar cyther the redde Roſe; which Eccle.4. 14. 


had beeneſterued withvntimelyfroſt, would once againe; revue and 
ſpread the leaves in this young 1mpe,whowas the next heire of the line 
of Lancaſter: orelſe the wiſedome of the lande;; would takeſuch or- 
der,for rhe winding vp.of thisendleſle:botrome 6f debate ang trite, 
28 Lancaſter ſhould have no reaſonrocomplaine,whoſe'tytle,as I-layd 
before, vppon the Kings deceafe depended'wholie;yppon the-young 


. 


Eatle of Richmond and bis iflte. 1nlyke manner itis written, that P1- 


us Secundus;miſliking ſomewhar of the flight account, which the king 12 ÞdCyp. 


of Ciprus ſeemed ro/make of him, in paſting by the place, where be was 
reſident pwithoar fo: muichss a Dieu PER <: declared ynto, certaine 
freendes of his; that the fiyd King wonld be ranght erc:it-were lbvg;, to 
make'aJorger ſtaye with him;and'vſemore curtefic to thoſe that: gave 
noneother cauſe ; whichfelt outrafterward, according: ro the; gefle in 
veriedeedejalthough-the Pope were rather drawen to'this cotuecture, 
by the wantes and-preat necelsitiewherein he ſawe the King, then by 
rules of ihdireQt diſcouerie. Diuerſe woonderat the gifte of Ananias,/ 
who forctolde,three yeeres before it.came;topaſle., the tnines of Ieru- 
falerh't:#though this wereds ftrau _ thoſe tharvadgritand ; what 
puniſhieerbeſongery #hro'finne or haveread the (Propheres,or re 
tayned fiſt inrgenvree owhat Chriſtholirhandeced not 16ng before, 
150- | | D 4 Or 


Aen.Syla 


—_ 


4 defenſatine againit the poyſon 


or thetnſclues deſerued by that greeuous imprecation . Sanguis illius 

nr bee vppon vs and our iflue : as jt 
coulde nor bee for ſeene , without dubbing, Ananias fora Prophet, 
cheefely confidering,that loſephus himſelfe, from whom they borrow 
this report(although he were a Tewe)was notaffraide to attnbute rhe 
n chat Cirrie, tothe great in-mſtice that was 


Mat.z7, 25, ſuper nos,& filios noſtros,his b 


Ioſeph.anti, 
lib. zo, 


Euſe. hiſt plagues, which fell | 
" ._ . vſcd* firſtagainſt Chriſt himſelfe, and afterward _ Saint lames, 

his Couzin by the fleſh, his Miniſter in duetie,S a ſpl 
| kisverrue. Three ſtraunge accidents fell out at one time in Siricule, 
as-wereade in Plutarche. Firſt a Pigge was brought into the worlde 
without eares : a certaine token , ſayd the Prophertes , that the people 
would nevther heare nor obey their Magiſtrates . Secondly,the falte 
water on aſfodaine became freſh : which by the rule of interpretation 
pretendeth,chaunge in gouernment . Thyrdly, an Eagle channced to 
ſnatch a Partiſane out of a Souldiers hand : & there-ypon ſome gathe- 
zeda likely comfort, that the tiranny, wherby the people were ſuppreſ- 
ſed and trode vnder foote : ſhould haue an ende &c, Bur as we ſee,” that 
theſe thinges hang vpon conieQure,and are open to. the generall con- 
ccite of all : fo, for the warraunt of mine owne conceite,, I-can-ſee: no 
reaſon, to determine courſes of a common wealth,which are ſwayed by 
counſell, by the figure of a beaſt that is yoyd of reaſon: neither is there 


lib.z.cap.20 


| any rule or proportion. in mulicke. as I thinke, to-tune one of theſe jat- - 


ring notes by an other, By the ſeconde ſcruple, webaue rather cauſe 
to 1udge,that great aboundaunce of land water, falling/neere vnto'the 
ba 1ke, might alter ſome parte of the briniſh taſt ; then geſſe what fluxe 
of humors ſhould infe&the lande, which is moſtfirme,, by temper of 
the ſea, which is moſt chaungeable, Vppon the thirde I would imagine, 
thaths an Eagle is Iouis ales,the-byrd of Iupiter,and:thercfore! kinge of 

all the reſt : ſo mighr ivſignific;that'a greater Prince then he that ruled 

Siracuſe, ſhould make an ende of warre /, and depriue the ſtate of the 
loſep.lib.s, ſtrongeſt weapan.Some thought, the breaking open of the gates of the 
6ape3s - 1 lewith temple of their owne accorde, which twenty men with all their 


» 


Euſeb.lib, z, itrengrth,were not able to remooue, | imported a free paſſage to theyr 


a 
cap,s, former liberties : but others rather feared, leaſt the temple ſhoulde lye 
' waſt and open to the ſpoile of infidels, - according:to the prophecies of 

Chriſt : that one ſtone ſhould not be left ypon an other, For nothing 

but aviolent and raging ſtorme, was able to 
ignoraunce, which mallice drewe fo full before their eyes : that they 

would neither ſee Chriſt in hys word, nor admire. him for his innocen- 

cie, nor imbraſc him for his miracles. Whojcan beleeue, thateuer any 

drawing Ore fpake jn the voice of a man 2 orif it did : why ſhoulde we 


not rather feare intruſion of ſencelefle foolesgthen inuafion: by forraine 
ennemics? When Dioa3 would not ſpeake ytto the people -, Ono 
| other 


{ 


cndent image of 


repell or rend that yayle of 


oo == x 


of ſuppoſed prophecies. 


other place then the higheſt rower in the cittie; wherevppon the com- 


mon Diall ttoode becauſe it was the fitteſt for that purpole, both in re- 
ſpect of height and maieſty : many fell to fiir and deſcant, what might 
be ABI, by the figure of thys altitude 2 Some thought, that becauſe 
the pallace of the Tyrant Dioniſius was vnder Dions fecte, when he dif- 
courled touching matters of the common wealth, it ſignified a treading 
downe of prydeand tiranny : others feared, leaſt rhe {erting of hys feete 
vppon the Dyall, which declares the ſtintlefle- courſe and running of the 
Sunne, might ſhowe thar:his toyJe- ſhould neuer haue an ende, nor his 


| Tops 2 {atiſ-faction The beſt conteure had beene, that fo the Sexton 
di 


his parte : neyther coulde the Diall further or impeacke the plotte, 
which was then in working, Wherefore indeede contectures and con- 
ccites fall out,as S. Auguſtine writes, ſometimes according to the courſe 
which is preſcribed 2nd ſet downe by the P rophet : and yet for all thar, 


Sorte pen arte, by. chaunce orlucke,rather then by cunning, ſo craftye. 
wits are wont to, wreſt, to choppe and chaunge the chaupces of this lite; 


like aſlupmans hoſe, or 2 noſe of waxe : accordiuge to the compatlle of 
theyr owne deſire,and to perſwade the world, vppon. the nhl of 
a.Sparrow,that God by prouidence will bring to palle., what ſoeuer 


man by folly can imagine. But he is euer one and anageth not, | hys 


principles are grounded ypon truth,and the ſcepter of hys word is full 
of maieſty.If he commaunde vs, to direCte our wayes according to the 
light and iudgement of hys lawe: we may not plundge our {clues into 
Þf Blacke deepes of deceit,if he thought good to found his church yp- 
pn a rocke S ; "xk defence : let man beware of fandy plottes , which 

aue none other kynde of ſhoring,then the props of errour. For proofe 
heereof, we can not youch a playner witnefle then Cicero, whom very 
ſhame conſtrayneth to confeſſe: Ad opinionem umperitorum, fiftas 
elle rcligiones, that religis was forged,according to the fancy of thoſe. 


that were vnleamed, and againe,that Tus augurum., was grounded at. 
_ the firſt yppon conietture: and afterwarde reteined and augmented vp 


pon pollicie. We read moreouer, of a certaine comms. vſe and cuſtome 
among the falſe prophets and diuiners; of that age to mecte together: 


Confefi. ib 


6. capes 


De deuin, 


lib.z. 


part'm commentandi cauſa, partim inter ſe colloquendi, partely to dif- 


courſe, and partly to.conferre among themſelues : at which times , I 
doubt not:, but they tuned euery firing with ſuch 2a cunning wreſt, as 
none could trippe them in theyr tale : Cogitationes concinnantes,ad 
perdendos homines in ſermone mendacij,filing and framing their con 
ceites,to beguile men in the word of leafing, Thucidides reporteth the 
Prophets ofys time : Cantaſle yaria et inter ſe diſſentientia, quz quilſ- 
que vt affeRus erar,ita accipiebat , to haue giuen out macters diucrſe 
and repugnant in them ſelues, which cuery man rooke vpon him , to vn 


derſtand as he was affeted ; and Quintius rhat worthy Senator, finding 
on”: E —_ 


Efa.32,7, 


Thad. bift, 


libs, 
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A defenſatine again# the poyſon 


himſelfe preſſed beyond meaſure, was glad to counterpleade the prac- 
tiſe of the Tribunes, which was grounded yppon fancies of hke moment 
with this flatte exception : that in olde time men were wont, to con- 


Lin.lib.3, forme and frame theyr duetyes and obedience ynto thoſe lawes and 


othes, which were enafted and ordeyned by the wiſedome of theyr fa- 


thers : whereas now the maner was,to deſcant vppon plaineſt notes, and 
ro conſtrue and interprete othes, abodes and orders,at theyr owne plea 

ſure. Cerealis as we read in Tacitus, was wont to impute al onerthwarts 
which cither chaunced by the negligence of leaders, or ſloth inthoſe 
Cor. Taci:, that ſhould beledde: to __ , as both the TON _ _ deals 
hift lib. 4. euE at this day,ſuppoſing,that the campe would ſooner to proui- 
tits dence,which Ar We Rs they to oa of warlike diſcipline , ek 
may be miſtaken. It was no rare or deinty praQtiſe with Tiberius, to 

wreſt the ſmalleſt oportunitie, that chaunce could profter : to the courſe 

of priuate benefite,and furthermore, our owne experience doth teach, 

that mindes, which haue been once affrighted with a ſuddaine feare: 

.  runneheadlong without all regarde, into the labarinth of childiſh ſu- 
Anna.lib.z. perſtition. Were not Sibillas oracles abuſcd in the vileſt manner, how- 
ſoener ſome eſteemed of them,as regiſters of the common wealth, and 

calenders of deſteny ? For firſt they muſt be locked vppe vnder dubble 

locke and key,then,onely thoſe Dunmucri facrorum, which were autho 

riſed by the tein that office : might preſume to ſcanne , to con- 

ſtrue and apply theyr meaning, to the Irift of pollicie-Againe, whatſo= 

euer oma. #4 condemne the plotres which were in hande , was neuer 
brought to light, and which is worſt of all,the coppyes, which for feare 

of wracks by fter,or inuaſis, were comitted to the cuſtody of divers mE 

differed ſo much among themſclues : as what one warranted, another 
ouerthrewe,ſo that it was not poſlible for both, eyther to bee falſe or 

true together.Beſide, howſocuer greeuous or offenſine thetranſgreſſ- 

.on were, (in reſpe&t whereof the prophers aymed at retenge to come: ) 

the fine was euer at one rate,as namely , mending of bridges or high 
wayes,repayring of the temples,conduites, with {uch publicke offices, 

as were not wicked in themſclues : nor yet more requiſite in ſtormye 

weather then in fayre,when we know moſte, then when we can knowe 

_ nothing. But to proceede,whar might Tulliz meane by promiſing be- 

__ fore hand,to compounde and bargaine for a fee, with thoſe that had the 

Ad Articii charge of Sibillas oracles : Vr quiduis potins, quam regem proferrent, 
hib.7. that they would bring reporte of what they liſte, fo that it were not of 
a king , (whoſe my name and ſound the Romaines did deteſt) valefle it 

' reſtedin the will o thoſe,that had thoſe oracles in charge: to aye and 
vnſaye,to plant and ſupplant,to batter and defende, to gloze orto ex- 

Phillip.4. pounde and interprete, according to theyr owne humoure : as yf that 
enterpriſe of Czlar,had onely wanted a flye Prieſt, to recommende the - 

ſame 
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of ſuppoſed prophecies. 
farne (vnder the maske of pretended holineſle) to the peoples lykyng. 
Demoſthenes complained very bittetly in like manner, more the three 
hundred yeeres before, 75 wv/9tar qiuernizeu that Appollo was become 
kyng Phillips freende, as if the prieftes and truchmen had beeneeyther 
{ſo SERaIy with feare,or ſo dazeled with a golden Sun: as they and 
theyrs neither durſt nor wold deliver any thing,that might tende to the 
kynges preiudice,Wil any man belecue, that ever Plutarch would haue 
confeſſed without certaine groundes : In Apollinis oraculis aliquid fin- 
ceri non fuiſle, that ſome thinges were not direct and ſincere in Apol- 
[os oracles? or that Cicero, would haue acknowledged, the greateſt pare 
of them, to haue beene eyther ficta,vel effucitatemere, fayned or.pow- ICY 0 
red out without diſcretion ! if the Nleightes and ſtratagemes, had not I b On 
been ſo cleere and enident aboute that tyme,as they that were moſt ſim ***** 
ple,might not onely © rapa at them by geſle: but grope them wyth 
theyr fingers. The Delphines had aſlye prouiſo , that none but a pure 
 Vyrgine,myght deliuer what the 7k projeruhay : and onely for thys 
—_ whenſoeucrtheyr pretended God,were taken with a pregnar 
lye : the ſame might eyther be forced out with cunning ſhifts, or if they 
would not ſerue get at the leaſt,exception might be taken to the Vyr- 
gines puritie : as if it were determined, that all maydes ſhoulde ſpeede 
worſe, for ſcornefull Daphnies ſake,or,as if the Gods mult gloze and 
lye ſo often as theyr miniſters are diſſolute, But wee may note a little 
Fucker alſo,that ſo often as the Prieſtes were well prouided of an aun- 
ſwer,the Vault was deintily perfumed with a pleſaunt baulme, and the 
Lures and began to ſounde : but otherwyſe, neyther might the 
Gods delight their ſent with odours, nor the pilgrimes pleaſe their eares 
with muſicke. The Perſians found out a ſafer way, which was,to nouzel 
and inure theyr Princes , with the ſecretes of this faculty from tender 
yecres, befides,to miniſter an othezthat they ſhould neuer ſuffer the dyſ- 
credite,of ſo ſacred and dine a skill, nor fanonr any man that ſought x,,c.y, 1; - 
to bring it in diſgrace: as Nouatus made his Nouices to ſweare , that 1 1;þ, .. 
they ſhould returne no more to the communion of theyr godly biſhop, 
what inconuenient and grofle deceites enſued heervppon , -and howe 
luſtily the people ſwindged off the cuppe of error, when the Princes had + 
begunne to them for examples ſake,and diſpenſed with abuſe by char- 
ter of authoririe : the ſtories and recordes of former times, declare in 
the plaineſt manner? When the common people was amazed and per- 
plexed very much, with the ſodaine death of Romulus, (who,though the - 
maner of the ſame, were hiddin and concealed,from the general enquiry Liu 1; 
of the world) was beaſtly murdered in the Senate houſe , a cunninge *-H21Pete | 
Merchaunt called Proculus, fiſdoubring leaſt thys forwarde ſprynge 
andexpeCtation of a common wealth, like plants that neuer tooke deep Plut.in Ro, 
roote , might cafely be plucked "pps (by praftiſe of enuious and repi- 
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A defenſatine acaini# the poyſon 


ing neyghbours : ) in a generall diſcouragement ſtart vppe vnlooked 
for ind pe : ood charks was Bent and Heliclde, whe Ro 


m iniſeſt and open ſignes and tokens , from hys 'owne proper mouth 


ar hys departure, of the greatnelle and ſurpaſſing maieſtie, wherevfito 
hys ſtate ſhould riſe,in deſpight of all men alive, thatdurſt appoſe or 


ſette thermſelues and theyr attempts againit it. Not cont:nt with thys, 
within 2 while,an other witnefle was brotght in to teſtifie, that a mans 


F 


skull of exceeding quantity \, was digged vppe in the very-gates'of the 


'Temple:: to prefigure,that Rome ſhould one &ay proout a op and 
mi$hry heade,to commaunde and guide the ſtately mebers'offo brane 
apollicie.Others in like manner,to furniſh out this ſtage and pageante 

Eons : Vanas exterritis oftentauere ſpecies', preſented ſtraunge 
ſightes and figures to the Cittizens,vppon their feare, as it is not harde 
to ſt engthen and encreale that humour,where ithath begun to ſettle, 


' Vpon a common brute or raumare, that an Oxe did fpeake : euery man 
| began to furniſh and prepare hymſelfe, to refiſt a common —__ 
AN 


but when the matter came to ſcanning, no'man coulde finde our 
Oxe that ſpake,which was the coulour, but every man. coulde ſee , that 
the members of the common wealth, which were deuided and difor- 
dered by ciuil ſtrife : were by thys deuiſe vnited in one body of defece, 
which was the reaſon. That very day,wherein an honourable peace was 
concluded,betweene king Edward the fourth, and king Lewes the ele- 
uenth,vppon ſubſcribed articles : it chaunced a white Doue, as Com- 
mines writes,to repoſe her ſelfevppon king Edwardespauilion, where- 
yppon though many gathered an argument of amlitie : yet ſince ſhee 
ate not equally betweene both the kynges, (confidering the benefire 
of thys agreement redownded equally to borh) I like much better of 
a Gaſcoignes obſeruation, who —_— preſent atthe ſighte : re- 
ported vnto Phillip de Commines,as himſelfe recordes, that the Doue 


| repayred to king Edwardes tent onely to thys-ende,to refreſh & prune 


her ſelfe after a greate raine /, - becauſe the Sunne was warmeſt in that 
quarter. The Prieſtes of Egypt,made reportynto Vitellius'the generall 
of Rome, that becauſe rhe water bubbles in the Riuer Euphrates (vpon 
whoſe bancke the ſacrifice was made) whorled,and ranne round about 
in circles ke vnto crownes : therefore,hee ſhould be called to the'go- 
vernement, but foraſmuch as theſe Nlighte crownes  appeared'in a'run- * 
ning ſtreame,whoſe nature was vnſtable and vnſure,Et fimul oftenderec 
omnia raperetque,and had no ſooner made a ſhowe of any thynge,. bur 
ſtraightwayes 1t diſpatched the ſamecleane out of fight :-therefore hys 
Empire neither ſhould, nor could haue'any long continuaunce. Thus 

fared it with them, that went about aps full meaſure of theyrper- 


fon, by theyr ſhaddow : which is full of error and deceite, as the larger 


we 


d we dcuife to make ourſtryde,” and rhencererwe.defire to ſteppe:: the 
0 furder we Agreſſofom ntalny oconchule,theyr 'Godsate Idoles; 
y in re they-neytherarethemſclues; morirepreſent the eruethrtheyr , . ,-. 1» 
th temples vaultes of guile, theyrſanfuary: ſarbtiltie, theyr promiſe wind, 
FT” their baſe conieQures baites for fooles, theyr coulours able ro deceiue 
J; the wiſeſt. Credulitie made fimple men, to miſtake the proper& true 
s, cauſcs,for pampering of theyr'owne deſires-, and lawlefld ruſtore, ; 

1s broughte anumber atthe; leugth'to take lyes for libertyed Wuras the 

Ee Battes and Moles, ;eyther into. darke.corners ,-or diggerynider 

d ground,and cannot cndure' ns. mo more can'theſe bli as 

i $0 be raunged by the rules of reatong - 3-1 9159 51 0 54Q073 

c - | Thelaſt,bur notwithſtauding: the moſt peſtilent and-bitter-roote, 

c from whence the Prophefies haue drawen their headzand tecciued ; as it 

e were,thcirlife and ſoule-: is cutiofitie to fearche and hunt for; deeper 

I knowledge; of the futire eauſts and dfures ofthe Common wealth, 

n then it pleaſeth God:to diſcouerand reueale by! ordinarie meanes : As 

J howelong the Prince ſhall raigne />' Who ſhall 'ſubrecde; and by what 

's meane ?/Whar houſes ſhall recouer or:decaye'2 Of what qualitie the 

it Prince ſhall be, with-ſuch like myſteries, and the-teaſon why this foun- 

- taine is more peſtilent then any of the reſt : is cheefely, becauſe it per- 

I ceth and.approcheth ncererto the quicke of mans delight, info much, 

s as Imy ſelfe haue beene acquainted with'ſame godly perſons , and-ſuch 

N $ doubted of Gods ſure defence,norlent- their cares to winds 

L of light report :;-which were notwithſtanding ;woonderfully;'rauiſhe 

G and bewitched with this intycing humour, But ſince it lyked/nor-ths 

e Majeſtic of God,fayeth Bafill,to ſolute ſo many -friuolous demaundes, 

- as the phantaſticall conceite of man coulde mooue, ſipce neyther vnto 

f Saule by dreames and Prophets, nor to Peter by, the Miaiſterie of his 

a _ bleſſed a -puary reuealed all the chaunces of thei lyfe,, beforethey 
n came to palle,and which enforceth moſt of all; ſince Eſay teacbeth. vs, xc 45 11, 
- that many things ſhall happen,Quorum om neſcienuts, whoſe ori- WG 
[ inall or cauſe wee ſhall not ynderſtande \:- wee may bee ſure, that he K 
1 th.ſealed vp theſe ſecretes in the decke , and that as Chryſoſtome b 
1 writes,in labouring -beyonde our ſtrength : our hope can not bee fo bh 
t certaine to;preuaile,as our ende to periſh, For if euer any were, tis 1s Nh 
q the floud : wherin, a Gaat may better fyimame, then an Oxe can wade, Q 
.  andas weneede.notteare,ſo long as our Fete mayzelt | ypppp 3iGablo,, & 
c grounde: ſo-when.thar failerh vs, alrhough, wee grape, as Sauld dyds;” © bo 
t while his furte lafted,ia the darke, ; ah wee, lecke to flig with the,. HY 
s F mages F(caayh tbe RES ”— & args monan + yer rout = be: 9 
s content,to take the ſame reproote and. in art y IrOm; Mar, [ DD 
, the mouth of Chriſthimſtlſe, KD 5c 4 ny TE Tai. EGS by 
r Zebedaigs , demaunding things that were not layfull for her ſonnes;, BD) 
a Wop 4 | my E. 3 4 | Neſatis W 
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Neſcitis quid petitis, you knowe not wx + apy "e But fach is the ' 
deand curioſitie of that Kinde of men,which; as Saint Paul reportes, 
:.Tim.4.z, Pruriefites auribus, hauiogan itche in their cares : heaped to them. 
| felues a ſwarme of teachers after their owneluſte, and like thoſe loyro.. 
F_ + roursat Athens, whom $. Luke reprooueth : Ad nihil aliud vacabane, 
nifi audire aut dicere aliquid noui, attended nothing , bur to - 
AQt.r7.21, port or hiſten after newes, ascommonly they preferre a quicke dog, 
before the carcaſe of a Lyon thatis dead ,a ſpringing thome, before a 
fading heartescaſe,a future hope,before a preſent happe,a fallowe field, 
jan > 19 AP ſhall growe,before a ſtubble, where the laſt yceres 
croppe Was gathered. But notwithſtanding; duetie byndeth all trewe 
ſubietes, to-preſume with Tacitus , that not the baſe , but Peſlimus 
_ quiſque diffidentiz preſentium mutationem pauens, &c. Euerie man 
at 18 worſt diſpoſed , falling by diſtruſte in the preſent ſtate , to feare 
ſuch a chaungeas may! ynrippe all thefalſe ſti of their wretched 
life : prepare acertaine harbourand receite in future-grace, by packi 
and combining with the perſons that are likeſt to ſucceede,' Vode nu 
innocentiz cura, fed vitz1mpunitatis, not for any touc beare to 
innocencie or ryght : but that their haynous crimes and diſhonorable 
lyues,may beelett vapuniſhed, Bur howſocuer they deceiue and dazell 
men, whoſeſighris fraile with colours of abuſe : yet can they not com- 
unde with God, who founde a meane to rewarde. Achitophel.in all 
is ruffe, and to teache him; chatthere is no banding nor conſpiring, 
TOTES of prouidence.. Howe then —_ Lorde/ are 
5, which findmg that the world is but a ſtage, and the pride'thereof 
no berter then a daizic in the fielde,ſo ſpend their labour and' employ 
their credite.* a» they may bee boldeto iuſtifie theſame , bothin this 
| din thelyfe to come, when the ſpyght of fleſh and bloud hath 
oone her worſt, bearing not in their mouthes, as the Serpentes doo, 
| 3vovey ax hpupar the tongue of a very ſharpe , or as the Scripture 
tearmeth jr,of a double edged ſworde : bur in the verie center of their 
heart,a memorial of the latter day , that they may not finne for euer. . 
The praQtiſe of good lyfe, is farre to be preferred , before the ſpecula- 
tion of propheticall conceites, & to leauc a good rt, rather then a 
regiſter or recorde of yncertaine vanities : when we forſake this world, 
fayeth Pindarus , is woipa d)wwripa the ſeconde happyneſſe . Butto 
proceede with that diſcourſe 1 hauc in handethe lefſons which a Prince 
muſt learne', that wyil beware of theſe enquirers- after heires to 
Crownes, and prouide ir time;that none: preſume to leape into their 
chayres of ſtate and Miaieſtie , before their backes be turned : are not 
many,butfor all that holden, of greatweight and moment, in the 
courſe of former times; as appt by report of hiſtories . The firſt 
is, that it is vnpolſiblefor ſubieRes, which aſpire to DIY ro 
5 k; #: pe. 
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cepe any myddlecourle, inter ſumma S&precipitiz;; that is,detweeac 
ic breaking of theyr neckes and theyr lurhours', 'The'fe- -£5..491? 
condewarmag is, Nunquamativfidemeſle po tcotiam, elininicds, Gs 
hat rhe kc incr)radioeamaiahncitieC: which a Prindexonfet- 
Teeth ypponaoy ubieR: is-00 longer lafe and rhiftic ro/himelfe; then 
ke ſtinterh and confinerteir withiry boundes of right and + -r6av4 


oderation , For many depurics,haue'i affayres of ſtitewith | 
> greathiberty :/asnei uerament,could 


they thac called them to:go 
> them whe th ie Gateraloys de,nar the. perſons that 
re:rayſed and rollovers could be broug rc ni/t of —_ 6 


,afrer they.were once acquainred with an obſolute 
an requireno dent heerobarRomie: Wer ple Seiatias 


in Fance :then'the -of Orliance] in Nauarre!: then wg \Counte + 
ry oftheir DagerinEaglan ea Kg inn: en 
0 An 2 Kin e | 
Juke of Albanie;, with diuerſe joinery na at homwof laters 
hoſe treacheries, [rather chboſeto-ſhadow with a5kreene of ſilence, 
hat they be notſeerie: hen toreuiuethe blemiſh & reproche' of they: 
ha ., with a freſbe di{couerie thavthe world maye waonder . 1r 
may ſuffiſe, that one/of them/conceyuing;, though too late:the cauſe of 
ee np dbeterginneF ineergetiy be 
, ecNE MEUCT r10 
me of [uſtice ;4ndcherale of reaſon” foro exdeteang Scar 
clolue;where;or in what fort; bis race ſhall ende, OR lyberrie to 


zander at his owne will, and to raunge athis, 


5 


th pethem. by any meane : butaf- 

eq they gl emer ;* the nets parte 1X 254 on rivets 04 "rn 

oahe one, vnto whome they ſtand'roo deepely bounde :. then to p 

lictheyrwant of power with a ſarpluſage of 'thankefulneſle . 

oucth regard is taKen out of :-bamely, Nunquam fat nope. 

ontineri finibus , that they which arefo! farre , , frombecing atiſtied 

ith any mieafurecfrtward, as they coin ine of iviurie with Aprip= | | 

ina, becauſeir is not free for them, to proffer wtong,j/orto drawe. , 

loud whenthey ly{t, or maketheagoridiro ſhake and-quiver ;/arthe 
eadfuli founde of rheyy wy" adron% ae :[cannot bee: confined within 

ny lymites'» Such polezas we findein Dion, have euer beeve 

he braue avd [uftic js 0oo4rer looking one waye lyke the bardge- 

cn-ypon the Thames : whenthey bend | Ga 13 and ſtretch theyr 

rmes another.Suchawastha3rcrooked-lybertin Calliſtus,who finding 

he (ucceſſion.of the Romaine Empire; to/be marſhalled Clau- 

ius and hisotF-ſpring,tor default of heyrewof the Princes body”: be- 


SE -* wana 


there 13 4 


ir by” | | . WY. L; | 
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1378  Suer. in -Sratcfulland tfu] mannet;bis noble maiſter Caius Ceſar, who 

Eh Cal. onely ba Sabina tothe height of hiscredite..: So long as Ti- 
| +l berius;kept himſe]fe cloſe and private in the Ile of Rhodes, ( after he 
Fill A  - was one proclaymed heyre apparant to the Crowne Imperiall)as well 
1.18 +coſhunne the tcloufies of 'Courte (which neucr flcepe )as to recr 


; bimfelfe with hearing the: Philoſophers diſcourſe: (- who rather drawe 

men from the. vanities of: ontwarde pompe:; 'tthen&kyndle or inflame 

»them with defire of rule )/ the graueſt and moſt reſolute -among the 

1 Senato1s,were glad to take that harbour, as aſweete bayt in theirway 

- becauſe their Emperour, In cfle , drewe ncereto his ende,and chaunge 

of Princes; breedeth chaunge of fauorites for the greateſtparte; if pol 

lice prevent not the ſodaine whippes of the wheele of fortune. But af 
kein Tiberiushad wunnethe (gole , for which he; laboured | 

Taci. Ann, ranerle of the ground ,rarherthem by rough and ſtubbome'ſtrokes 

"I Father to the:bones, gaue him overin lyke manner , when he fell int 

_.._._  decaie by yeeres? (inforuich/as: Macro, one of: bis cheefeſt freendes 

Dion. 1 without pect of duety or regard of fauour, reaped in his maiſter 

Tiberio. raigne, was induced by ſweete wordes of the next or, wretchec 

' ly ro ſtifle him;complaining|of ingratitude, 8 that!it was nor podlible 

to ſettle orto. ſtaycr, the flynipg and vnſtable buthours , of:yachanke 

full miniſters: which alwayes fall downeprofttate:beforeithe rytinp 

.Sunne;and lyke Dolpliineswaytevpon theyr freendesno further , rhe 

the tyde wyl carry:them,” The Chaldaics and Aſtrologers,were daylit 

ſet on worke abour;theſe turnes and prophecies;which were:delyuere: 

among the chrmmon/ſort-, according to themoodes and mindes of 0: 

thers,, which-oreQedall:theyr griftes and-pollicies, to the ſerting vpc 


«. 


| fuch a Prince; as-mightrequitegheinpaires;& cſtraungeddiverletror 

- the courſe of their oiabey iry;whiokdnfcbiliny ottyckle mindes,it 

Dion lia duced luliusCzfar-during;his whole ryme, tokeepe his Teſtament 
10N.119-45, Hoſe:: as Odhauius repayring 1yke a priuate-perſon after his decexl 
mr ro Rome ;:knewe nothing lefle-, then that he was appoynted:by bu 
{/otx | vncles wyl;beire apparent torthar empire. In Ike ſort, the king of Por 
\{cF- Eſteu de Ga"tugal Don-Manuel, finding his drophie to increafe ſo faltypon him;be 
is rib.tom.2, orehis tourney ro-the Baines; avit was notlike, be ſhouldc6timue 16 
I 4 ; pag.9 63, cleft DonrManuel bis couzine germane ſeeretly :: Eredero:pot los (Rey 
Fs - T -nos,inberitorf all bis domimions; And kjng-Herphe cight,of late 
- famous memory;beciogearneſtlic defired by:conſcnt ot:all eſtates 

Parliament: ro determine bothe of the-ſuccefiion & remainder of t| 

-crowne,neuer gauc himfzlfe to.thioke vp6ithe ſame, tylextremiticsc 

-paine &ickneſſe, pat himquiteout of hope of full tecouery, No prin 

-aine,had amore ſufficieatand ſeruitcable minifter], thenuloab was 
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of /appoſed prapheries. 


 Dattid,fo long as he was whole and ſtrong: but after he began ta were 
ſo colde,as'no clothes could keepe him warme, he began forthwith to 


packe and make his hand with Adonias. For thirſte of rule and empire, 
like a cloude of ſmoake; aſpireth alwayes to the ropPe, ar and ſuch peeuiſh 
hipocrites,as practiſe for no meaner bootie,then the regiment of migh 
ty ſtates (vader colour of ſimplicitic, and burning zeale to juſtice, 1n 


diſcharge © of publicke offices) may want both ſtrength andeourage,to 
lues againſt the rancke of right : as. yetfor all that, after 


baby: the poiſon of theyr petegrees and claimes,are Lb conueied by 


hiſperers and ſuborned inſtruments , into the peoples heades * they 


mon lay thoſe Cockatrices eg in ſhade _ tlence,which ſhat | 
por rs with the ha of rebellion. (a) Venient dies (a) 
Ong (roms mezj,et occidam lacob fratrem m c. The dayes of Gen.ztz4t 


meg s or ks ers death ſhall come, faydEfu, and I will then 
Iacob wp For b {yah of the way &c. and yet it pleaſed God, 
hearr, with ſuch remorſe : as after meetinge 


I7] 


to.m 
SI he any he () embrafed hym,ahd let fall teares, in token of ©) 


taunce;ſo farre as wecan iudge or dare imagine. The ſtories tell. Ge 
one,'that wrote vpon the gates of the Capitoll ar Rome,in the ting ©3544 
of Claudips, Poſt ſerenam nubila,ſed nubila ſerena: and we reade like- 
Wiles of acertaine $6 pt of Lerin.in Nauarre , who defired. beyonde Eſteu.de. 


£ mealure,Veral a,quz ſupra fucſle, a one golden day, that Gar.hift, 
might be hy "God. who ſtoppeth the purſuite of bicod: thirſty Nauar. 
men, wil < Elo the buddes. of wickefull-hopes , and ſnatch vpre Pag- $749, 
finners in the nette , which they fer forthe ſecure and innocent, 1 
ler lyp a number more, which nor onely in the time of Nero Caligula, 
and other wicker Emperors,of Rome,but likewiſe of the better ſoit of 
Pringes inthe ſtare of Chrittendome: hauc conſulted with Afſtrologers 
and Coniurers,copcernin Ac ies ofthis kynd,and attempted ſtrange 
| OE the perill of thoſe very Potentates, by whom they were 
| aduaunced ; as Marco was by Tiberius, and Caliſtus by Caius,from 
egcry,to royalty,from diſgrace,to 1 copterwpr, to honor, 
aucis iudiciumaut reip amor Kenny ewe were guided in thele cales, 
ſayth Cor. Tacitus, by iud je rick -Or Zeale vnto thecommon 
| wealth,many as they f her in refpedt of ſeruice or de- Tac Annal. 


 pendence: recommended one or GEARS to the rumoures of ambition, 1:Þ+2+ 
Thus plaid the Titeles, with great maſters and ſtronve parties on bothe 
| ſides : "ill at the laſt 3t fel out in plaine proofe, char they which were 
leaſt likely to poſſeſſe an em mow were admitted to-the ſame, and they 
which not onely wiſhed, but wet) itin theyr owne conceit: were 
intercepted by Aenife , much like the filye Rowebuckes ,- which 
ſtarting at the flight of an arrow., ſhotte by chaunce: are taken in the 


toyle (which they miſtruſted leaſt 5 Fa ST: For mr 
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A defenſatine again# the poyſon 
eel! within whoſe hazaxde Fortunes tenniſe batſes-will light, that hane 
rebounded in a multitude ? Fhey that call tominde, the Ttraung ſuc- 

/ cefſe which Saule and Dauid had _ my Mg mar? amog the 

"/”_, Romaines,diuers'Emperors in Greece, Huniades-in Hungarie, Pogie 
LEST 'Brachius 1a Boheme frnd ad Goſtauus in'Sweden * may wel conclude 

JJ -Y with Eneas Silujus,that Luderefortunam dixifer antiquitas,- our aun- 
— ceſtors would hane fayde,that fortune was diſpoſed in cafis ro diſ- 
 port'& dally. .Who can affure him ſelf of w- 4 certain flight, whe checks 

are alwayes ready to diſturbe the game ?.who can determuneaty mans 

.good bap,thar lyes vpon the chance of a thouſande Dice? who'can pre< 


\ 


geth not Ng flocke of th 
nivg theefe , ſayth $, Aygu 
from theyr wonred to the d 

teriag ſweete baites of prouender,in 
ſame manner,Sathan ſeeketh to efhtr 


_—_ ;Epiſt.48. 


Hhumours. His 80 . $ chaſe, his Teceites and com- 
.-pounds are of Colloquintida}Mors in ollazdeathis in the pot ;& thete- 
4 Rew,49% Fore as the children of the Pro ets, gaue warning to the Prophet(con- 


cerning ſuch an other banquet as this is) thou man of God 'beware of 
it. We can notlaboure, for the chaunge of anyilawfull magiſtrate, 'be- 


4 ; Tn fore the time expire,which God prefixeth inthisprouidence' eytherfor 
a7. _ ourſſiarper ſcourge,or for our ſiter benefits Befoy nor, thatthe Tewes 
#2 2.Reg,s, had caſt off Samuel, but himſelEwhen they thirſted ſormch after Mo- 
i ENF  narensaccordingto he manner ofthey neighbours younde boire 
a” ' whereypon we gather, thar he counteth and efteemerh in iurics,againſte 


Þ his deputies and yicegerents heere on earth, as parcell ofhis owne diſho 


nour. Moreouer, the moſt vofortunate and badde ſccefle |, of certaine 


is greene and wanton beads(which being notcontented withthe callinge, 
bel whereunto they were ordeyned by the prouidence of God, afpired ynts 
7Þ: rraines of greater heighte) may;warne vs to demeane ourſelues more 
babe loſep. Anti, orderly,and as Tofephus writeth, Vnum reſpicete regen, er pro princi- 
hog b.16,cap.8 pe habere er domino, to fixe our eyes vpon one onely king , and holde 
's | * himfor our Prince and foueraigne. We muſt conforme our dueties to 
"oF the compaſſe of his holy will, and howſocuer wicked counſayles may 
-* be flouriſhed orvuercaſt, with the ſhip Oyles of Mlye pretence : yet 
t: Rom.13,y alwayes to retaine thys ponofie in minde,that whoſoener reſiſteth or- 
4M der, refiſterh hin thar planted & eſtabliſhed the ſame, and furthermore 
LIP tv "IF | | hat 
q; that 
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\thatto-ſtria; ; and ſtruggle with his yoke, (who tranſla ppein- 
20h hinges 2138 F yy 4 of his wrarh, as hand op ter- Dan.z,2t, 
opeth. it. [x is. ourdutic, to ſpend liues & goods with him or his, Exo. 16. 
c Pe pea: eta ag then to conſul with pro hers, Ex0.17, 
= langcey ſhall lyue,or.ta. unke,that we are able to Jemitnith any 17 
minute of aiPrinces raigne , that can. pore the coloure of one 
hey nora : one;cubite to.our inthuis reſpet, S. Augu- 
ierh all enquiners of this kinde,, ynder pets of a peſt . Dedo, 
lent _ and.conſuming care,and a wretched ſeruitude,  Chri, hb. 2, 
Such Ft x ny olkes. ; /are" wont tocheriſh and to foſter babies of theyr 
owne ,to preſume beyond the limittes of amortall RT : 22 ya ary > 
preferre re of a fauour ablente, before regarde of a due  . 
ent: tic EY n hope,fluttering in the neſt 0 © 45 "y 
ve theyr quilles be ſtiffe;or theyr winges able co adfnaunce them ro (a) 
7rluppoled altitude... They facrifice to the Sunne with (a) Nero,in Sue. in Ner.-- 
rebatta hope: ks) with.(b) Caligula to the glyding ſtreames , for (b) 
marabiligie- Bug as we knowe,that God will haue the cheefeſt ſtroke, in Di0.in Cat: - 
poyntes aboue our reache ::ſo.may we be aſhamed, that Cor. Tacitus Anna,ltb.t. - 
a Painime,ſhould deſcrie by rhe Lghr of reaſon, what wee can not finde 
by the praCtiſe of our owne experience, Minore diſcrimine ſui princi- 
pem quam quzri,tharrh HIER hazarde, in acceptin nanny ek a prince 
an have ſorte:;, . asit pleaſeth God by prouidence to nde; then in 
afing and- ſelecting one. , . according to the compaſle, of our owne Eccl.2;t. 
_ gnoramus cnim, , ' quid conducat nobis in-yita noſtra,for wee 
know not, what is fitteſt for v$.in our life, and while the tate is ballan- 
ced betweene bopeand right : ſmall mattersare not | brought to palle 
without great diſorder. | . 
-- hope ratedefire of honour,is the reſt of a ade aſpiring minde, 
and certainly men would not thirſt for 2t ,. with ſuch a greedy and yo- 
uenchable. defire : : af *rhey rather.tooke it for a burden, as ind > It 18, 
Jak fora benefite;as the world belceueth. They that take the ris 
rfe&& meaſure of an image; conſider not the baſe whereon itftandes, , 
bar us p ſelfe won whoſocuer will examine , wherein we reſemble - | 
rde our fancie,butkhis fauour , - Some, to atchiue -2Qt-de al. 
you ear withd mfr Ars fibi figurant,atque colunt, figure out 2cer- reli.cap, 29; 
raine feare before theyr.gyes,and worſhippe jt: with Hoſtilins the Ro- | 
maine; ſhrincking.maſeruile manner, at the bo. of rhe ſmalleſt 
leafe,orhers, with venture of theyr. whole eſtue, >. preſume to 20 
the fortreflg of forſtalled hononr,as Czfar di and 2. third de eanve thes 
isof thoſe, which runne both horſe and man into thietnves of wah Tacit. Sat. | 
Decius: though not with that good minde,to reskewe or deliver, but Lib:z. 
to ranſacke and deſtroy theyr Country.But Bur Piſos indgement is x - 


eas true; Neminem j imperium flagitio, quelizum bonis artibus' 
—_ EXerICu» 
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A defenſatine again# the poyſou 
exercuiſſe,rhat no man ener managed aftate accordinge tothe ruſes of 
vertue : which he compaſſed by villavie , for looke by what degrees 

and ſteppes we dimbe: bylike ſtayes we keepe our ſelues' alofte, and 
 ſuchas the begivning of our hope is : ſuch is the ende of our fortune, 

Eccl.10, 20, Itis a notable adaiſe which the preacher gyueth, not ro detrafte from 
kinges in our inward thoughtes : becauſe the verye byxdes of heauen 
will deferie the ſame, and the feathered foules ſhall ging ſertece againſt 

trex'on. A proper kinde of liberty,and a peece of trauaile of grearmo- 

ment no doubr it is,to rifle in the niiſteries of Egypr,vrtefly terbidden 

by the cull lawes, reſtrayned by the rules &f pslhcy,condened'by the 

worde of God offenfiue to the common peace of men ,and'no more re 

frainable within limits of regarde : then the Rewer Nilus 15 within a 

3.Reg-1,20 hedge of willowes,The Propher Nathan, with diſcrete Queen Berſabe 

7 being very carefull to ſertJe and eſtabliſh, the remainder of the crown 
vyppon her ſonne © repayred not to Baal or Belzebub, to demanndexe- 

dretle of niuries,atrempred againſtrhat order which was taken bythe 

kyng,nor to {carne who ſhould ſucceede inhis anthoritye-? butto the 

king himſelfe, as to the lawfull,” next and ordinarie meane; neyther 

was her mcaning,to enflame the rage and chollor of competitors: but | 
ro preuent the laughter of oY pens Men may diſpute of matters; 

bur it is not poſſible to conclude, withour aſſured: knowledge of the 

will of God, and therefore, though poore Ionathas would haye made a 

cloſe compacte with Danid, by reſigning his ful intereſt to the erowne; 

yppon condition, that he might'be bur holden as a ſecond ——— 
k&yng :'yer the coucnaunt tooke no place, becauſe God had diſpoſe 

and refolued otherwiſe. The modeſty and temperaunce of Ionathas, de 
ſerueth to be prayſed in this poynt, , who neyther grudging norrepys 
ning,arthe ſentence of almightyGod againſthis fathers houſe 1aban- 


-— 


toy ro theyr dwelling places ? were we not bthokling to $; Paufe, who 


Rom.1t. 29 :; . 


' _ citie? ForifGod hate e6cealed ſecrets in a dowde of maieſty fr6'thols = 


"IY 


Aapofed pr _— v3 

of whs he deerijed - accou hat foole wit lighte his candle, 
ar the lainpe of falſe Samaria? or dire 
falſe ' Apoſtſes ? Cain Zedechias ſee more then Efay,/or Phaſſur then les 
remic ?' O blinde abuſe;thar ſealeth vppe the ſences of the body;and ex- 
Aleth all the faculties of ourvnderſtanding. 'Textulliana leamed Doc- 
tor,ofnolefſe fayth then antiqui yteportes;thar albeirarthe firſt be» 
ginniog of tlie Chinch'," the wiſe men and Aſtrologers were'dayly re+ 


ſorted vnrs6,by dinerſeſottes of menifor intelligence-of future thinges, 


and chekrronci zfars life'>- \the prope ws eneF of: has:time, the 
ficcelſe 6f thys mari'orthar &e/yet can it nor aucd,: that ever a+ 


Chriſti treited with thern, gtit priuare cauſes oftheirown: much 


| 1cMe.affayres ofthe commonwealth or ciuiltpollicye.. Samemay per- 
happes concaue, that ſo many would: norkuledepcndedvpon' prophe- 
cies, without ſore certzine grounde ; but'theſe markethe:pro- 


per inclination and/bent of maure; [(4bwayes to to Uiſport and p leaſe hos 


t hys aime by the leuell of the In Apolo, * 


delfe, with ſhaddowes and conceites of rutabilip, wherein ſhe deligh- Eccl.1, rx, 


4eth moft) nor thattraeth-israther juſtified + then numbex, 
Stultorum numeris infinitus, the repgiſterof volesis infinite, neyther 
can that ſchoole watt Auditors, ſo Bi as Duravt infernu zmulacio, 
emulation, which is as harde and obſtinate as hell, -beares a greatet 


k carrot ray Þ : for as'S, lexomewriteth £0 louinian .Quod myt= 
o&@rinzindiciunleuitarizeit &c.- that many gaue\ 


ti ac quieſcunttue 
attentive care,and yeelded to-his dofrine : was.a figne of leuitie , bes 


cauſe they aidirndefor zeale to ruth 5 'but to. bee Hanered and Many 

_thediy theyr vaihe ibuſes. © 

 Itjsnor ſtramge, that man ſoetarteiiarGegurres kin, ndi is gs 

| nfoite's by a Aſpiri -thonghtes, ' to the queſt ofmatters far aboye 
reache;(for thys we chime by clecrediſcens from-Eue ourgraund- 


*mother +)-but I wonder ryore, that in thendidt of our gallantneſlc aud 
riuffe we caſt abt downeour eyes with the Pecocke,':to ourougly feete 
andfeeble ſta » tt iaqpatt ph prkns thoſe pecuiſh plumes 
of pride which make vs'brave.apainſt theprouidenge of the almighty. 

For fince God ruleth all thynges,both vnderandaboue the: Moone, by 
order totrby Hhvotom hotly 20 refixed in his holy purpele.., can 
not chuſe burcome 4@palle 7 howeſoenet wee comtende againſt the 


| Nrreamne, fince alllabokines'eger by therule/of Ariſtorle (whomſome 

iefetre before Elay)avbichieyther Haus no ſcope or endeiat all; or fur- 

| ther ro{the fortung e,ure-vaind ;-:if SdlbmoN-in alt ys 
maieſty;couldenor milk hinfelte obraucadthe L yiiesofthe fielde, 

- 4vhich neytber fowendr ſpirins;, ubadaangraddiaterebieed out 

MAatare;norchanoe the Gluurcofodchoyeedifiic (a) ſpar rowelightes 


vppon'the' ounde!, any 
Hanke,wi Qutthe ckaoiedyoaa Fralgh God, ne dioppo of wa 


ws RN ER 


C ane , 


ler,14.27, 


lib.z. 


| theſe contin 


(a) 
Ton. z, 

(b) 
Luk,z1.30 


_ ofcarnalleyes: bur lonas favd;he (c)knewethar onely for his 
pponthem, When Fobiegauea ſhrike*, for ſuddaine = 
feare of the fiſh;wbich cameo brallow!hin/-{4 farre'as he could. judge: | 


purpl robe,bur 


© ſtormecamevpy 
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4 defenſutine againi? thepoyon 


ter falleth from the (b):clowdes without his ordinaunce, and which is 
more, the very teares-which.rrickle downe gu, checkes, bee numbred.in 
hvs bottle : why: ſhould we fooliſhly preſume,to found ſo deepea chan 
nell with out ſhallowe ſehce,or zo ſpend — in the chaſe of tanczes 
that diflolue ro nothing7 For eyrherthinges are ſo determined, as nor 
preſiimption bur prayer,not-prydg but humbleneſſe,not the ritch mans 
x ſackcloth and aſhes which carefull Ionas wore : is a- 

le; by the mercy ofalmighty TOE PTvEns theſtorme,andtodiuert 
the plagues from Niniuie,or no.ſuch ordinaunee. is ſet in heancn,, 'and 
then whatinecde we runne away, for feare af our. owne ſhaddow ?. Thus 
may we take our leaue of all contingentes,and of fortune ,theyr Souc- 
raigne : which hauing ngge other vaſlalles, ouer whom to taigne and 
exerciſe her tiranny,then.ſuch,as are not otherwiſe at all , then incon- 
ceite muſt reſt;coment with:that precin.and libertye, . which a wy(e 


man in Thucidides affoordeth hey: quid evimfortuna aliud eſt, qui ve 


rx cauſz ignoratios-For what-other thing is ty he,then igno 
raunce of the true and proper cauſes of 41] rhinges; [As it he ſhoulde have 
taughe;that whoſocues-ynder{toodethegroundes and proper cauſes, of 

gentes as we terme them, and accidents belowe : could nat 
be ſo ſimple'as to worider at ſuch toyes , | as are darke to the ſimple for 
want of skill,and cleere to the learned by the light .of vnderſtanding,or 
to tnake aGoddefle of our owne fraile capacitie; But becauſe I woulde 


beloth that any man ſhould be deceiued,eyther by equiuocatid 1n- the - 
worde,orambiguitic in the matter; thought gopd to; note by certain . 


cl:ere and euident examples,that many ATE. qe caluail and con- 
tiggent to the weake conceite of man , 'whi 


thar-came to deuourethe Prophet [onas,may ſeeme to jhave arriued-in 
thar place by chaunce: burthe\ſcriptare reſtafies (a) Dominum. prepa- 


raſſe piſcem.that God prepared thys greate fiſhet0 receive rhe b 
for Lyreiece niogduomie ys owne glory/: and'thathe [might pre.- 


figare (b) the'buriall of our Sauiour. The Forme.ir ſelfe 5 which droue 
the Pilotes to:this ſtreight,may likewiſe ſeeme cotingent to the eglim 


- 


the Aungelt badde/him drawethe fiſh to Janddgand teare our: his liver, 
(d)Sunt enim hate neceffarianad tnedicanentaber, :; For. theſe thinges 


ſayd he,are profirably requiſite farmedicane.” Wee, might adioyne an - 


_ other (<)fiſhra like eff:&;which forany thing that. Peter knew, came 


Mu.17, 27, in by chaancet and yev he brought the tribe , which our $aujoure, 


like a good houſholder, payd for bim ſclfe & his-lamelic,for if __ 


notwithſtanding are de- - 
termined;-and regularin rhe courſe-of prouidence , | thatis, , ſayeth - 
IPOCTates huſy pur dure ar ry NG paadhy; provrmopgerer . . The Whale - 


wml eo A arm. wes were oegg nn wc wa ca ama nc nc ce, <. Aa. o- 2, re 


imſe - 
ake the 


oY 


4 i rod 1 0 6 ame 25: lt 69 


— 


of fapofed propleriery" 


begynine tolſecke the (F) kingdome of God: j/-and the tightwiſevells ,, (f) 


thereof: all thingesſhalbe ſupplie&tharare needefull.\We may gather 


Mat.6.13 


by digerfity of opinions among the brethren; rouching the manner of 


dſparching Toſephout ofthe way: that akin af him into Egypre, 
Rs ire and agreed ypon, by reaton of the-fitte ariualliof the 


 (e) merchaunts , ' while they were ring anddebatinge what they. ©, .' 
were beſt'ro rk txrrt: very tofepheopteſleth a7 Tr" he Gaig Pau. 
was not ſolde away by theyr(h) counſaile and aduiſe : but by the proni = 
dence of God, tharafterwarde obteining 1t-the-king of Egypts (b) 
eyes,he might be better able to refreſh and relecuc hys aged Father, in Gen. 45,8. 
-2 common dearth and mifery.Againe what ſeemeth further in the fight 
of man,from any certaine-courſe or line of prouidence'., then by the 
eg of an-arrow from the common marke q; to kyHatrauailer 
that paſſeth by the'way rand yer God himlelfe” is ſayde.,, (i) tradidifle (5) 
hotmmetry&c, to have delivered the man into the hands of the ſhooter. Exo. 21,13. 
Who would not have thoughtzthat Phillip had arriued /neere vnto the 4 
place, wher Queene'(&) Candaces'chamberlaine ſhold come by chance: 1 
till the ſpirice warned the ſayd Phillip to draw neerer to-the Coche,and ,  &) 
to conferre with/hym aboure the true ſence of the ſcriptures .- Many ©0403 
thought it was harde fortune,asthey'eall irno doubr, that Iehoſophar | 
was {O'ftraungely madeaway: becauſe the ſcripture teHeth,: that a gers' (]) 
raine min'(f) hauing bent his bowe;andler flippe his arrowe at happe 3.Re:22. 34 
hxzard, without aime at anyeertaine tharke,ſtrooke the king by chace: ; 
bittheere Tfifde no lucke nor chaunce atall,ortberwyſe then in reſpe&& 
of ys, for jt is not onely generally true , tharmiſ-fortunes ſhall lighte 
heauily yppon our neckes, (tm) rum ortum nefciemus, whoſe ori- (m) 
 ginall or cauſe we ſhall not vnderſtande : bur-particularly woorth the Efay.47.11 
noting in thys poynt, that theſhoorer did no-more'then-was derioun- 
cedto the kyng, by the Propher (n) Micheas from'Gods- owne mouth, (n) 


'before the brunt of the barraill. Our Engliſh hiſtories tell vs,of a Gen 
fleman called Tirrell, who ſhooting at a'Stagge in' the newe Forreſte, 
aue the king his mortall wounde by 2 miſhappe.But whoſoeuer 
Jakes into the iuſtice of almighty God with aſingle eye,and forget- 
teth not whar a willyng & attentine care, he giues to the cries of poore 
Orphanes & widdowes,will ſoone conceive, that fortune had no {troke 
at all in thys : but enen as hungrye Dogges licked vppe the'bloode of 
Iezabel and (o) Achab, neerevnto the place where poore Naboth was 
moſt yniuſtly depriued, firſt of land, and afterwarde of life: ſo-did it 
\pleaſe God, thar1n the forreſt, which was ſeryppe with the ruine of ſo 
many parriſh Churches, wherin God was ferued,and —_— decay of 
"huſbandry, whereby the common wealth is maintayned, 'one of 


'brure beaites, which was preferred before the fatherlefle and deſolate: 
thoulde be made (p) Gods-inftrument,, imtakingvengeaunce of vn- 


£bari- 


3.Re.22. 17. 


(0) 
3.Re.22.28, 


:, 
Pro.164334 
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. ditritibledeiling,indall the feſt ſhoaldeyrhet licke hys'bloode, oF 
glurrheyr 


eyes ivith'the-death oftheip princely benefaGtor; Thus falles 
1 outiin.this-caſe; which ſekdomefailes in p_ that In quo peccamus,in 

thing ia this world:be more 
teache;; that when the Lots are, 


caluall thent ret Salomon d 


caſt imo the | prouidence. of God giſpoſeth thera... He guideth. 


all rhinges,nor by that goldet cheine of caulcs, lincked one within an, 
other in ſuch a nianner,as they cannot flippe,, - whereof the Stoykes, 
dreame : but bythe rule of order,which directeth our attemprs; to-the 
:The waming of Spurina the great Aſtroſo- 
per o beware of treaſon-fach a day,the.dreame of his wit AX da 
bill wherewith he was preſented in his way to the Senate houle;that ve - 
ry morning wherein heloſt his life;wjthinames of all.the traytors and. 


conſpirarors, thatwere confederate. una-practiſe againſte his perſonne: 


. | anddiversothertokens .,  (no-leſlettaunge then thele).. were: rather 


meanes;fayth*A ppian; vt videret;' quan vt vitaret jateritus, to make 


him foreſee, then ro teache him how-to ſhunne, or to-preyeot his own. 


calanut! | 
ers and miſhaps,yhich arc de -. 
creed by deſtinie : yet can wenot eſchew-the trap,wheras by. depe reuol 
uinge them within our thoughts) we forgoc the comfort in themea 


_ time-of ſuch fauoures, as are in our hand to reape,for daubrs,and 


ples whicrnoinan liuingcan deuiſe-to xemedie .. Couldithe ule. of 


Per 


pertmas Di&ator,or the: Cappe of maintenaunce, or th 


c purple robe, 


or the golden-Chayre bauedelighted Czfar :.if he bad foreſecne, ey- 


ther by inftruCtions of arte,or by the warnings of his dear 


freendes, 


thareuen thoſe very Senators , which-for the, greateſt part ed 
rayſed by his bounty, or reſtored by-his pardon, | ſhoulde. deiefte. | yar 


fromthetipe of Empyre;to the downefal 


Lofdeſtruttiou?, Coulde any. 


golden mine haue delighted Creſus , if it-had becne revealed before 


yonde E 


| bande;tharall his forcis ty 4s to-flyghr; kys-credite Joſt ,- and hys 
wealth in huckſters handes : he ſhould 


Wy en royall ſtocke, haue affoorded ro his aged yeares :.ytthe flame, 


which waſted and conſamed Troy. to cynders. , had blaſcd in his eye?! 
Let Cicero declare, howe little-pleafure -Damocles conceiued, of ; 2h 


dainty fare and regall ſeate: when he ſpyed anaked (worde, hanging 


onely by a Tender threde right ouer him 2-It 3s therefore moſt certaine 


which a certayne Counte 0 


- 


Augonleſme , was wont to write for his 


poſie: Repentina leuiora, ſuddaine miſ-fortunes,euer leaue the lighteſt 
impreſſion of care, and they that are expert in phificke, Way, tfor a 
find cauſe 


berter courſe,to abuſethe patient with greater hope che, they 


For iacreaſe of ftrengrh,ſo-that the ſoule be carcfully prouided for ; the 
TIM | _ to 


ue'enmmin fatisfunt,cruam-prefignificatagon vitantur,. for. 
though we be forwarned of thoſe dannge 


Cane 
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' | of ſappaſed prophecies. 
to deſery the perill of his ſtare with diſcouragement of nature. To thoſe 
that onely like of prophecies, becuuſe they make 'vs the more warye in 
abſteyning from offence : 1 aunſwer firſt , that wee may nor doo that 
which is euill of it ſelfe,in hope thar _ may come thereof. Second- 


ly,our owne experience dorh teach,that many more are puffed vp with 
pryde,by ſuch vngodly meanes : then reclaimed from the rage of finne 
And laſt of all, the warninges of our frayle and ſlipper ſtate,are nor for 
rare-and deinty : that wee' neede to repayre to the cloſer of falſe Ora- 
cles.God hath reſerued ſecrets of thys qualitic,to himſelfe alone, fayth 
2 learned Father,and eſpecially , the: certzine knowledge of the latter 
day : that we may neuer ſleepe inthe lappe of vayne ſccuritye, bureucr 
thinke with godly S. lerome, that whether we eate or drinke,or what- 
focucrels we doo, that dreadefull trumpet ſounderh in our cares: Ariſc 

ou deade and come to iudgement. Let this be deepely printed in our 

earts,and then a ſtrawe for prophecies : for neyther ſurfette of excce- 
ding ioy canimakevs proude; when we remember that our fleſhis duſt: 


nor the ſtormes of care and ſorrow, ——_—_— in reſpect of the tenders 


mercy of our God and Squiour, who hath redeemed vs from Hell, and 
prepared a kingdome for thoſe, that ſtedfaſily belecue in him, andliuc 
accordingly; Iris inough , that we haue- ycelded vppe both our ſelues 
and all our humours,to the care and prouidence of God, who feeles the 


pulſe, who ſercheth the ſecrete raines,and worketh in the minde of man; 


revealing ſo much by the hghrof nature,or the beames of fauour, as is 
fit for vs to know, andcouering the reſt with a vaile of maieſty, Heere- 
of we finde a figure in the flaming ſworde,which gardes the paſſage in- 
to Paradiſe; 1f God be with vs, who dare ſtand againſt vs? if not? wee 


ſaile both againſt wynde and tyde,in which caſe,ayth Tacitus,a coward 


differs little in effe&t fronva man of courage, a wiſe man from a foole, 
or onethat worketh vpon groundes of good aduiſe;from-him thar ſer- 
teth yppe his reſt vpon the truſt of contraries. Sic delula ſollicirudo quz 
rentes eſt,and thus is the curioſity of thoſe that are too biſie and inqui- 
ſitine deluded.Icoulde vouche a multitude of ficte examples, to declare 
how daungerous a thing it-is, to build or to repoſe vppon theſe brittle 
ſtayes : if Thad not raunged them to a fitter place. I will conclude with 
Aiax in this matter, that icec xn@r2m re ory Sipugtireres whoſoeuer is refre- 
ſhed with vame hopes, can not be a marreyther of greate courage or 
deepe wiſedome. /| It were a folly to attemprwith hazard, what-may be 
ſpared withour offence : ſince ignoraunce in this caſe, ought to be pre= 


ferred before knowledge, ſimplicity before preſumption , obedience: 


before pride,and filence before curiolity. 


: By this diſcourſe we ſee, whar cauſes ſtirre vppe men, to queſt yppon 


the | haunt,we ſee more ouer,how little good we reape by tra- 


nals in this kind, beſide a large accoſit ro be made heereafter,nor onely 


G.}-- for 


Rom.z.4. 


Ge.zt.35; 
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Pſal.91.5. 


A defenſatine again#t'the yoyſon 
for yaine wordes:: but forvnlawfull deedes, with miſpence ofprecion 


time;in the ſtudye of looſe faculties. Theſe vrnluckye markes , are ſette 
; yppoi: the refuſe wares,for which we ſecke to pay ſo dere,and yer vayne 
-glory ſofarre blinderh reafon : as eyther we can not , or wee will not 


- -giue them ouer, but vſe one droppe of abuſing craft, as it werea fance 


-to briag in-an other. Now let ys ranſacke all the duſty corners, and'de- 
| eiclhit bores on!» army, 367 he ary ge9renN lycor is conteined in 

the veſſels, from whence the falſe prophers of this age, rake vppon them 
ro deduce their principles. I am not ignoraunt, that veritas eft yna acfal- 
{om muiltiplex;therruth is cuer one, bur the ſhifts of falſhod are-mani- 
Folde.I know the ſnares are infinite,which Sathan fertes to entangle'and 


-entrappe a multitude of fimple ſoules, whom Chriſt hath ſaved and re- 


deemed by the merite of his ſacred blood: notwithſtanding, 1 will one- 
ly deale-with-thoſe, which are moſt daungerous co thepo)licies of all e- 
ares,moſt iniurious to the maieſty.of God, molt plealing ro olde Ada 
moſt oppoſite to the fimplicitye oftruth,, and beſdliked by the mulci- 
eude,not doubring,but when we'hane repelled the falſe: prophets, nox 
iby force of paper thorte;butby the double cannon of the written word, 
and the peremptoriecenſure of the wiſett 1n all ages, fr6 the courrines 


of preſtprion,which haue been garded & defended hytherto,with more 


opinion then approoued {trength : they will returne tro God from Bel- 
zebub , and eyther quite giue over :to:maintaine a wilfu}l courſe with 
xzayne conceites, or at the leaſt , they ſhall'be forced to confeſle , the 
weakenefſe of theyr fide by theyr faynr artillery, -  Foreyther they de- 
riuve theyr gifte of diuining , after Futura contingentia ,- from thoſe 

roundes of witte and reaſon,whereby men are ſayd to differ frs brute 
Feaſtes,in the very ſubſtaunce of theyr kynde: (t) or froma ſecrete in- 
ſpiration'by dreames, (2) or from.yapours of -profounde melancholie, 
which drawes ſoneere to phrenfic : as the chiefeproftors ef thar-skill, 
haue very much to doo,in diſtinguiſhing both kindes aparte by diuers 
fourmes, (3) or from peculier and ſpeciall influence, or vertue of ſome 
ſoyle;wherein it excelleth others : (4) orfrom the arte called Caba- 
liſtica, whith at this day is ſcant to be founde among the lewes them- 
ſelues,fromwhomit drewe the firſt originall : (5) or from conference 
with damned fpirites : (6) or fromthe planers which we may cal ſtarre 
diuinity. As for diuinanon by fire, water;palmeſtry &c. I hold them not 
ſo rcialy naming, where men are not wholy tranſ-fourmed, 
by Dame Circes witchcraftinto'beaftes, and vtterly depriued of theyr 
ſences, The denill dealeth not with the fineſt wits, after that groſeman 
ner and therefore albeit, Sagitta yolans in dic,the ſhaft whichAlyerh in. 
the daye, be daungerous : yet is it inno degree,to be compared, Cum 
negotio perambulante in tenebris, with the terrox which walketh in 


the darke,that is in obſcurity. ay 


Nowe - 


ba 


of ſuppoſed prophecies. 


Nw therefore to begin with reaſon; which no'man candenye,to be 
the greatelt gyft,that God by nature hath aſſigned vnto tan : 1t 15 cer- 
tine;thar albcit in refpeC& hereof, we were appointed rulers ouer beaſts 
aud were created as ſayd before;according to that ſacted image,which 
can notbe named with too great reverence : yet all thys while , wee 
finde no _ in Geneſis of any future aimes, neyther is it fayde, that 
Adam in his grenteſt excellencie, was holden for a Prophet . The Scrip- 
tures are ſo leralg n painring and emblazoning the mercies of almigh 
ty God vnto mankinde: as it is not like they woutd have ouer ſlipped; 
or omitted this dinine prerogatiue , which approcheth-neerer to the 
ſeate of maielty,if there had beene any glimſe of fuch an ornament. -I 
knowe,fayth Eſdras,what is paſt, but not wharis tocome , wherewith 4 E{4.4.46 
agrees the indgement of the Poet Pindarus, whom the light of nature 
only induced, to the plaine confeſſis of this trueth evu20% # uaw vic ery 
Sontsy ricmor dup!) 7 patent ternprirer ouper HioFer No man that liues vppon the 
carth,had euer any faithful or aſſured figne from the Gods,of things to- 
cone : excepting the choſeriveflelles & ſelefted Prophets of our Lord; 
which ſhall beformally CO. and ſerte foorth in theyrproper” 

laces. If any man demunde the reaſon of our ſweruing: in-this poynt, 
the booke of wiſedome telleth in plaine termes : that the thoughts of 
mortall men aretimerous,and theyr forefight vncertaine, or as Saint. 
Brfile writes.0M4 5 rruphacay mhe gps vv pens becauſe the know: 
ledgevf mes future ts concealed: The Poet Pindarus takes yppon+ 
kim itt an o / pegs ſerdown thys principle : that while the ſequelF 
is in the wilt of God, we morralt men may hope, but we can aflure our- 
ſues of nothing : we may diſcerne of thinges , that are by fight, that” 
were by memorye, ſaieth Antigone in Sophocles. Tpir irs &c, Bur" 
- before the proofe make ſhowe , «Ju ygerne mwr prvrtsy no man is 
ſich a propher of the future,that he knowes which way to direC his la- 
boures. Theſe men were no lefſe'perfice tn the boundes of nature, then+ 
our ſelues,or if we liſt to make eivencecheyr credite is by ſo much 
greater in this caſe : as theyr bruſe by falling: froar the ſeate of pryde, 
and confidence in theyr owne properſtreagth was more deſperate, and 11-10-23, _ 
yettheyr writings ſhowe, with howe greate modeſtye and baſhfulneſſe, 19.20.24 - 
they willingly diſdlaimed, what, eyther prophets clallenge by abuſe, or+P19.27.1. 
theyr diſciples crave withour authority ', If a mans wayes be not bys 
owne,and if it lye notin him to direct his owne ſteppes : howe can hee 
lende aduiſe to others ? If we know not ouer night , - what cuentthe ' 
next dayes toylewilt bring :howe can wee pirce into the miſteries of 
_ many yeeres to comegbefore the light of the verye thinges themſelves 
be revealed 7 for though the heartes of men be no lefle manifeſt to the 
wiſe;ſayth Salomon, then theyr faces in the water : yet can wee not di- 
uine norgeſte by any other meane , _ the courle of their — - 
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Myſt. ex E- ou prouler in the miſteries of Egyptyis to know God,vppon whomit 
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_ the ſence, can not be compriſed in our vn 


A defenſatine again the poyſon 
The Preacher could not foreſce,the quallity of him that-ſhould be hys 
heyre,and-whetber he ſhould prooue wiſe or fooliſh: and t this com 
meth very farre ſhort of our preſuming prophecies . The full courſe of 
ourlife, fuffifcth not to ſcan the mighty workes which God doth dayly 
bring to paſle within the worlde , nor to remember what is paſt : apd 
yet we reache at thinges without the worlde,whoſe cauſes are inuifible 
Is it not enough for man, whoſe breath is 1n his noſtrels, to admirethe 

. maieky of him that-made vs,jn the thinges which werecreated for our 


vie : vnleſlewee ſeeke ro fetch our wiſedome from the clowdes ? ſince 


Ipſum efle animi,the very [ubſtaunce of our ſoule, ſayth Iamblichus a 
pendeth wholye for dire&tion. Wherevpon S. Auguſtine,ſtrippige 


aaturenaked out of al her painted robes , diſprooueth all pretences, 


claimes and tytles,that may be put jn by this couloure, to ſomeparcell 
of Gods highprerogatiue,by thys plaine argument, that notwithſtan- 
ding reaſon is a gift conferredgnor vppon this man or that, but ypon the 
kinde of men in Genere ; yet our owne experience, which is the ſureſt 


guide, inſtructeth vs that ney ther all men, nor ( in very ay any man 
en 


excepting thoſe, whom God doth rather promps by fauour,then ſeleRte 
by rule,bath-eyther grace or;gift to prophecye , Ifeuer any man had 
deene {o perfeR in this gift, Ex meris naturalibus, whether we reſpe&t 


the fauour of almighty God, the place wherein he dwelt, - or the pure- 


neſle of his minde, before it tooke attaint and was enfeRed by the.ſcr. 
pents guile : the ſame was our firſt Father Adam, who nothiblioading 
as we feele with ſmart,could not foreſee the miſchiefe that wag, immi- 
nentzbefore himſelfe with all his offpring,were excluded from the 1oics 
of Paradiſe . Philoſophie dooth teache, that nothing is in IntelleCtu, 
which hath not firſt beene drawen by fantaſie from common ſence ; 
whereuppon I conclude, thatfuture thin ges which neuer came within 

P erſtanding. [tis an eafie skill 
to diſcerne and iudge of the preſent ſtate, becauſc the faculties and for- 
ces of the minde., conuey them out of one loope into an other : but 
whatſocyer ſhall betyde or chaunce one whole yeere hence 'ew ypdp- 
Tw mentions Can not bee diſcouered by ſignes or tokens , Foralbeit, 
Ariſtotle ſceme to be of thys opinion, that God by nature hath imprin 
ted fourmes and figures, of all outwarde thinges in our vaderſtanding, 
from the firſt originall of man;and that our attiue vaderſtandinge, by 
the fourmes which it receiueth in by the loope of common ſenceonely, 
geucth a cleere light to the paſſive vnderſtanding, by the beames wher- 
of 1t may more plainly beholde and diſcerae, the fourmes which before 
were couered, with a darke and miſty vaile, within it ſelfe: yet touching 


prophecics,I make no difference at all, whether the fourmes, of things 
which we conceiue be let in,or onely cleered by the fight, becauſe How 
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© of fypgfed prophecies,” 


F t (without the which, our paſſive vnderſtanding can not poſſibly 
re nhamyr ar wentre in Bu oy” 


| the. windowes of the comon 
ſence;: as if there had beene no kinde of impreſſion by nature , inthe 
palliue vnderſtanding.Wherefore,as wecan notdiſceme. the brighteſt 
coloures withourlight,norheare without a ſounde,nor ſmell without 
aſauoure;,norremember what hath neuer beene,nor conclude an argu- 
ment withouthispartes::no more isitpoſltble for our paſſiue der. 
ſtanding,to giue acertaine geflc at any thing ro come, becauſe the ſame 
was neuer. lodged in thecommondence;nortranſported by the fanta- : 
fie.l ſtand the Jooger, in diſcuſſing thys dire and certaine rule, becauſe 
although there be-nor any,which-confineth nature more preciſely with 
in limits: yet can it not bur ſceme obſcure and darke ,- without ſome 
1aboure tothoſe thatare not learned in phal ic; The ſence of man, 
 Orhis vnderſtanding rather (which is yer more light and quicke, tranſ- 
| fourmeth all concertes, without any determinate or certaive ſubiecte, ' 
ito divers fourmes | andas a peece of waxe receiucs the print of any. 
ſeale, according to the preſent time, which afterwarde may notwithſtan 
ding,be put out or defied by the fourme of another ſeale: fo may the 
Mynde receiue,and afterwarde diſpoſe and varie, what the fantafie pre- 
ſenteth, but to divine of future miſteries, which were neuer caſt within 
the moulde of comms ſencezis a thing vnpoſlible to the feeble ſtraines 
of humainecapacitye. Onely God is able to beholde all thinges, both 
preſent and tocome,at once,and in an inſtant: as if they were at band, 
there areniolimittes of ſaccefiion or diftaunce in his fight , his prout- 
dence is.infinite,in reſpeRe whereof, the Stoyckes plamed the pallace 
_ wie pie; 2bouc the Moone ©; and therefore the gift , Annunciandi: 
futura,antequam eueniant , ' of declaring future thinges before they EGi.gs.s 
come to paſſe : belongeth onely ro the deepth of diuinewiſedome. For 
though the reaſonable ſoules of men or Aungels , which eyther never - 
were incorporate in any mortall body,or hauing beene inueſted once 
are notwit Ing, 7 heme ye deuided-from them by the ſtroke of 
death : eyther retaine the knowledge which before they had, or receiue 
newe fourmes without the ſeruice of rhe ſences,after ſuch a ſtraung and 
_ extraordinary manner : as neyther care hath hearde,nortongue is able 
to reporte, yet ſince, it is beyond the compaſle of theyr imbecillitie , to | 
compriſe all fourmes at once,as 1 ſayde before,and ro make preſent to | 
their wyllzwhatſoeuer liketh them to call ro mynde of thinges paſt, to 
contemplate 'of the preſent, orprognoſticate of thinges to come, 
which is onely proper and peculiar to God himſelfe + canthey 
gelle no further, ther! irpleaſeth God by extraordinary grace and fa- 
uOure toenable them, The Aungell which appeared ynto Eſdras,could 4.El4-53. 
lay nothing touching life,neyther haue the Angels of God anyknow- 
ledge , of the lattef daye : much leſſe may wee preſume of miſterics 
6:6 31% "Gd aboue 
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4 defenſaine agcint the poyon 


pride of Adam, (which he c | 
chaffe, wherein is neyther ſtrength-norheart to po wanton hu- 
maurs : yetthis maketh:notour ſoules more divine, but more-holye, 

not more preſumptuous;butmore humblegnor more priuy 'to the colt- 


ſayles'of almighty God, but more phante to his ſeruice . Theſe godly. 


exerciſes of a chriſtlan life, arewinges;l confeſle, to aduzunce our hope: 
but no meanes or inſtruments to chaunge our nature. We can not cer- 


tainely define of 919 "AR Efdras', which grow vppewith vs front- 


our tender youth furtheithen-we-gatherlight,” by knowledge of the. 
next and proper cauſes whence they come, and as the proofe of former 
times may leade theyr ayme; mwra rap TW7 xz1py xa (for all thinges are” 
braue and gallant in due ſeaſon. Againlt this certaine principle, that no+ 
mi aline is born a prophet, (howſocuer Prolame: would haue this $kil* 
to proceeds wholy, Aſcientia etanobis)both from knowledge & parte» 
ly [2 our (clues : it may be, that ſome will obieQ the ſtormes which» 
wile men prognoſticate in; dealings and affayres of the comenwealth,: 
by the light ob long experience. Marriners and- huſbandmen by ſignes - 
of obſeruation,wherevnto thisaunſwer may ſuffhife; that certaine cauſes - 
worke {o manifeſtly and apparently;tothe common view and confide- 
ration of man: as we woulderather deride and ſcorne him-as a-foole, 
then admire himfor a Prophet, thatwoulde hope to purchaſe any cre- 
dite by prognoſticating theyr efteftes:as that dronghr bringeth dearth 
Autum nyppeth fading \caues, hore haytesare companionsof. old age,: 
&c. other cauſes there are,which firſt beginne, and afrerwatd'proceede 


| totheyreffeRtes as it wore by ſtealth;and. after fuch a cloſe and ſecrete + | 
manner : as if they be not watched , traced and obſerued by degrees, ' 


they will-yndoubtedly paſſe oucr in a clowde of: ignoraunce:, Thus - 
huſbandmenare dayly taught by practife and experience,in manuring 
ſoiles of ſundry qualities,to know what groundis apteſt ro bring force 
all kindes of graine-, what- temper of-ſeaſon-gineth beſt ſucceſle ro 
Is windes offende the youee or blaſtt + bloſſomes., og 
ces'of moyſture nouriſh; .. what corrupt : whereyppon they gefle- 
wa beta then men that are more wiſe in AT ar YE 
termomert.In this reſp2&,l thinke the learned inthe ciuill lawes gaue 
out thys principle _Peritis credendum eſſe in ſaz facultare, that we muſt 
not wh roo ſtedfaſtly vpon the priuate iudgement and conceit of cue. 
ry man jn eyery matter ; but of ſuch as are $Killtull inthe faculty which 


i... 


"of fippofed prophecies, *" © | 
[the } becauſe there.is 4 kindeof craft in anue2 wars in 
The country men'are wontro/pyue likely: gefle,abour the dayev of S. 
Vrbaie and 'Medard; howe the Vineswill beare andthrive that yeere, 
not becauſe the day tric Meng tothe ,northe (aynts(whoſc 
lives and conſtant ſuffering for Chriſt;are ſolemnely / recorded and fo- 
- .lemnizedvppon that Aye) giuelife and influence to Vynes aboue the 
-reſt: but becauſe the very-tim&@and ſeaſon , :is «marke and mieaſnre of : | 
theyr forwardneſſe/lnlike ſore; the inhabitaunts in Egyprare wonte "55 
20'coniefture, - whatYearth of plenty ſhall enſewe at the beginoing' of 
the yeere,by notmgonely to heyghr,” the loode of Nilusmoun+ 
teth and ariueth after an overflowe:: becauſe thelong or-ſhore abiding 
of the water,declares'whar heartamd ſtrength the ſoyle”recetucth,” The: 
Frogs are wont to make a noyſebeforethe rayne,the mop ſhninke 
into the Caues and hollow plicerof theRokes before adrift of ſhow, 
the'Bees to'toyle & rrauaile beforeweather ;andarlikemanner, God 
hath ginewanemidenrand'certaine lighrrto(euery living creature '; of 
miſhappes'rocotne,for ſauegarde of them{elues, wherebythe cunning 
huſbandmen vſecommonly,todire&@rheir courſe in thoſe kind of dea- _ 
ings ,for albeit theſe prognoſticating Genes, ' faith Cicero, be nor {0 Cjcerg. te 
manifeſt ro common ſence: Res ipfie tamen obſeruari animaduertique gjy;ne, 
poſſunt,yer the thinges them ſelues may be noted/and- obſerued: _T he j;þ,,, 
Cheepcheardspellmp onely by the nature of the-winde, - which carryes ,- Cai 
ouer clowdes and frivestheRatke , areablerodeliveroften tymes a 1 | tes UC, » £8 
berter geſſof thechaunge of weather : thenttheJcamed in Aftrologie ) / OD 
by the rules of their Ephimerides.The plowmi:candiftinguiſh Wheate 
from Barly inthe blade, and Rye fr6 both, & one heatbefroman other 
_ atthe firſt appearing aboue- grounde : which perhappes. would fer both 
'Geſnerand heck toſchoole ,/ albeit-both of themchaue left large 
diſcourſes, of thefourmesandtarures of the ſimples ro poſterity , The 
Fowlers know bythe fluttering ant bathing of ſome birds; whe raine 
wyll fall, and-as every thynge conſenteth-in a kinde'of Simpathy wyth - 
thys or that hutnoure co {crueth it for a certaine watch'tothoſe, which 
Tecke not for the proper reaſforby the quiddities and quirkes of. arte: 
bat obſernethe courſs;,which eyther ſeld6e or neuer fayles,by the line 
of van. 99-24% readenot;that our Sauiour Chriſt condEncl thoſe, that 
deemed of the eatherthar ſhould follow by the rednes of the skie;nor Mat.r6.z, 
thoſe chat gathered ypon the figtrees-putting fortrherleaues, that Sum Mat,24.33 
merwas athang:forthat the cauſes and effe&s were tycd together, and 
combined inſoſſtreighra lincke of conſequence,as cxther Seinddncr 
atall,or very {cldoine;frothe courſe which kind had limarted.He rather 
vicd the as preſidents of lawfull geſling &:diuming;by the proper cau- 4 
ſes of al things:8e thervpondeliuereth affuredrokens, wherby we may \/ += 
likewiſe geſle about the rime vfthelatter day though theminute beech + 9 4 4V- + - | 
.cealed;not onely fro the ſons of Adi,bur alſo from the quier of DF IF ts 
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Gal.ad. 
Poſt, lib. 7. 
Cap.F. 


De fimp 


medican 2c 
capio, 


| Whereas Galenthought himſelfe to be diſgraced verymuch,, - 


wherein they nener came 


| A defenſatine againi the poyon 
- Irhath becneeuer counted prayſeyorthy,, to raunge our guiſe Tex and 
Hiker weve arr Woeies' wh pot hg if wry gn a zolde; 
and therefore they that reathe-no further : may be cunning, bur not di- 


. . N 
os : 
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cie. The Marriners in like manner,by continuall' obſeruing the 
diuers qualities of winds, the difference of Seas, the properties of 


&c.haue beaten out ſuch certaine rules of arte: as when clowdes begin 
skye,when certain wyndes doo blow 


to thicken-in ſome quarter of the 
whe certaine fiſhes leape aboue the water, when the Porpoles beginne 
to-play,they will morecertainly gyue warning , of a ſtorme or perrye 
to come after : then we that neyther vnderſtand the reaſon,nor obſerue 
the manner, can imagine. No wiſe man will miſlike or diſcommende 


theyr diligence, which ſerch the miſteries of nature : ſo they ſhoote no- 


further, then the leuell of theyr frayle capacitye will giue them leaue, 
for this Beſeleel is ſayde,to haue beencendaedavyth the fpirit of know 
ledge, wiſedome and anding in all: kindes of | workem 

though otherwiſe. he were but-a free Maſon, & not able topro 
cate the ruines or mers of that temple, which he ſette vppe wyrh 
hys handes. And'albeit thoſe Virinautili,which Hiram ſent to.Saloms6 


were well acquainted withthie coaſt of Ophir: yet none of them could: 


tell'before they went to ſeagwhither they ſhould returne home freigh- 
red GEO filuer,or with Apes ad Pecocks.The Pilors which 
conducted Paule,knewe pers mk Ae theyr Lyne, what deepth of wa- 
ter the velſell drew : but not whither they ſhould perriſh or eſcape af- 
ter the pan 90 nes 0 rw God to reueale lis will by the mouth 
of hys Apoſtle, The Phiſitians are able to deliuer a verye probable and: 
likely gefſe, concerning any greeuous ſickeneſle, that is like tÞ puniſhe 
poiTy'd 1a Aen bodies;long Before the' poyſon ſtyrre and kindle in the 
vayhes:by vtine, pulle,diſtemper ofthe body,coloure of the face, decay 
of appetytc,and a thouſand other accidents, which are cuidentro arte, 
and obſcure toignoraunce : ſhall we therefoze count thetmprophets ? 


fonde conceite, declaiming bitterly againſt the prating Er 

Rome : who to derniniſh and abate the common. admiration of 
learned skyll,gaue our repprtes,that he deuined not-by phiſicke, bur 
by prophecie + [venture the more boldely;to compare phiſicke in this 
yat with huſbandry; becauſe the learned Galeniſtes, hang themſclues 
Los the firſt aurhors and deuiſers of thy s ficte comparyſon; Forenen 
as skilfull huſband men;can-gyue a heip Ea oyrpapar rota 
betore,by lookirigdeepelyand aduiſedlyin 

to the nature of the fame, whither it be Clay; Chalke,or Majle &c:with- 
what kinde of grayne it wyll beſt agree, though they knowe not what 


corne hath beene lately ſowen, before it peepe aboue the grounde:: " 


. 
Ew - 


but nor ouer deepe,prouident; but farre from the gyft of 
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of ſigpoſed prophecies. 


learned Phifitions , notiog and obſeruing carefullie, the diet or com- 
ion of any man , caſting his water, feeling his pulſe,&c. is able to 
deljuer a good gefle vpon © rounds of art, ke diſeaſe the body 
is moſt apr and ſubie&t , cither y diſtemper or by kind : and yet they 
cannot tell, what accident ſhall either diminiſh or decreaſe this fickneſle 
when-it comes, what changes it ſhall haue, how many fittes, how daun- 
om by what Phifition or rnedicine it ſhall be cured ©: ſince theſe 
ricte perticulars depend,vpon the certaine knowledge of the ſtate that 
35 to come, which hath more turnes and windinges, than a hare be- 
fore a hound, by concourſe of accidents: though the reaſon and conceit 
of man, be not able to diſcrye the multitude .. No-man of vn- 
derſtanding either dooth , or cuer did diſallowe npoyrdemna ©1palia TWy 
ay dpxlu 2orrey , prognolticating , or forcrunning ſignes of thingy 
which haue alreadie their beginning, though the ſame be not apparane 
to vnlearned or, vnskilfull-men : bur fayned and ſuppoſed rokens, 
which haue neither anie ſecret lincke , nor coherence with thoſe ſtrange 
effets that followe , For as{ hold him for a ſimple leech, that cannot 
find the plague in one that is infeted with the ſame , before thecar- 
buckle appeare,nor aplurifie, before the bag come vp, nor rlwazexiiav, Ir, yita An- 
tyllthe bcllie ſwell : ſo not 1, but that bleſſed father Athanaſius ,en- ,gqj;5l 
uireth of our propher hunters, how they'can ſwerue ſo farre, I will not 
aie from niles of leaming : but from grounds of witte, as tomake no 
difference betweene the Prophet , (who regardes no kinde of ordinarie 
meane.indeclaring his conceit-, but grace onelic from aboue , ) or the 
Phiſitzon , who walketh in the lyght of arte : and by dueſcanning of 
the circumſtances, that concerne the perſon,time or place, foretels w 
events a1e, not determinatelie, but verie probablielyke ro follow. Phi- 
ftions, as I leame by:ſome/of them, kn&w not, Quando fit furura eri- 
fis,otherwiſe,then by certaine foretunning fignes ': which giue plaine 
notice, by what meane nature ſeeketh in diſtrefle,to berelieued and dif- 
burdened. The tokens which dire their ajme,appeare not 1n the ſphere 
bur in the bodie : neither is the paine abated by conterwplating the pla-, 
nets,bur'by diſcharge of humours. To be a Prophet, after Galens ſence, 8 
4s to be a learned man, and Przcognoſcere, to knowe before , is not to Gal.comer, 
roue ypon certaine aimes: but Incipientem iam agroſcere acceſſionem, 17 prorr. 
to take kiowledge bythe proper cauſes of the fitte, when it is begins Hipoc- 
mie 1 15201 30 211 535 7 T2646, DADE 3 13721 140, 4 
f Ko all the rcanY Tp inhabitants'of Tericho, but i al her 
ouſhold onelie knew,what grace & fauour apperrtained to the t, | 
that was hanged outof kirwiadore, None bur Dauid vnderſtood, what ap re - 
thoſe arrowes meant which were ſhotte by lonathas, in ſigne of his fa- * ©prl9. 
thers laſting diſpleaſare;Guing Dauid:becauſe rhe Mor de gur;or watch- 
word), was reſolted and agreed vpot betweene themſeclues 10 os 
107 | H.) ne " 
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A defenſatine'againi# the poyſon 
conference . None but Elizeus couldconceiue by the riſing of a little: 
cloude , no biggerthen a mans fiſt, from the ſea: what ſtore of raine 
would tollow oor {o deſperate a drought , as had brought the people 
into extremitie , becauſe it pleaſed God,, to make none bur the 
Prophet priuic and acquainted with bis purpoſe, andin like manner, 
none but the learned in the 6 aqua of. Phiſicke,, can diuine of thoſe 
darke accidents, which, as Galen writes , lam quidem principium gene- 
rationis habent , ſed propter pacuitatem yulgo non ſunt __— ; Haue 
. Nender- 
nelſe and ſinalnetle thereof, are not yet apparevt ro the vulgar multi» 
tade. And whereas ſome,to blowelyfe into the carcaſe of theſe pro- 
phecies, De futuris contingentibus,a verre by warrant of 'Hypocrates, 


that manie things may be RY the face alone : it will not Crus 
he treateth only inthatplace,of - 


nor reach home to their marke, beca | 
ſuch diſtempers and infixmities, as commonly bewraye themſcluesx, 
more by theface then by any other meane,, as all-obſtruCtions of the 
liuer,of the ſplene,&c. fo that no marke of phifiogaomy, bur an efte&- 
of ſome ſtrange accident, beginning now to workewithmallice in the 

body : may be diſcerned and obſerued in this maner; The ciuil Jawes- 


L corum. c haue. iudged and determined, Nullis creminationtbus implicanda efſe 
de Malef. et remedia-humanis quzfita corporibus, T hat kv IN" for the- 
a 


hcalrh of mens bodies , onght not to be diſgraced with any kind of re-' 
proofe or oblequie : and therefore we may ſeeme the lefſe preciſe, iti 
{canning ſcruples and pretended difficulties, abouta lawfull maner, 
Reaſorkath her certaine bounds , and prophecie is nor attained by en- 
deuour, but 104 95 by free grace and.mercie : whereby we ſee, that» 
neither h ,pilotes,nor Phiſicians , may be called or reputed- 
Prophets : .though ſometimes they light vppon a truth , which. eucrie- 
common perſon cannot eſpie,, becauſe rbey range no further then the- 
proper and next caule , nor take ypon them to conceiue any more , then 
others might attaine vnto with like beed and dilligence , With theſe 
we may compare and match,the wiſe men of this world,and generalles 
of forces in the field, who taking the title of Prudentes a Prouidendo, 
comparing praQtiſe with ſpeculation , the prefidents-of former times; 
with the praCtiſe of the preſent generall conceits, with due -regardof 
eerie citcumſtance that appertaineth to the cauſe in hand, and ſquaring 
out the plotres of graue aduiſe, rather by the line of ſober skill,then the. 
leape of arrogaunt termeritie, by the compaſle rather then the wheele : 
not onelie repreſent. the brunt of. lameatable tragedies, in dombe 
ſhowes before they jake etfe&, bur furthermore giue order , how the 


But as it is not poſſible, to keepe any certaine aime at a mark, which is 
alwayes chigeable according to the rymes, as 2t is not poflible to auer+ 
-: 6 - le 
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© © of igpofed prophecies, 
rule the.cafes of the pertenn ime, by examples of another ape, conſide 
ring the difference that may be found betweene thera both, by regard 
ef any flender circumſtance tochaunge the point, nor alwaies to cure 
ane mallady., with one and the ſelfer-fame medicine , when alteration 
of quallities.citber jn the place,the apotiee petſon-or the rime,may 
c 


-diſturbe the-courſe : much more yn it is,to ſhoot point blanke, 
-not at a white, but ata fagcie,, which.is quite without the leuell of our 
-pecce,and therefore, he that dares noteuer build vpon the iudgement 
of the wiſeſt man alive , who-hath-reaſon for his guide /; ought nor; to 
credite the vaine wordes of preſuming Propheres, whoſe lode. ſtarre is 
;blind chaunce, whoſe guide 1 6 pee , whoſe learning imagina- 
tion, whoſe gelles are farre lighter than the winde , and- more vanable 


then the rainebowe, For cuen as he that ſoundes the depth of aty witte, 


4s better able todiſcerneherin the ſamewill profit moſt, then he that 
Had ncuer any taſte thereof, as he that vnderſtands, about what tyme the 
.Polte ſertes foorth from Barwicketo London, is like to giue a necrer 
gelle at the time of his arriualt heere,then ochers that are not acquain- 
.ted with the cixcumſtaunce., -as the learned jn Arithmetike , are more 
quicke and ready in-caſting ouer deepe accountes;then they that ſhuffle 


Jummes in grolle without cither rule or order, or as we rather yeeld to - 


their aduiſc , which-are.expert and skilfyll ;a the ſtratagemes of warre, 
then of the wanton frie ,” which preſume, according to. fie of our 
woorthy king Edward the third, bellum-in-expertis,that they are 


able by their jor maven to diſtreſle an armie, beforethey know 
0 


- Which way:to traile a-pike :' {othey;which.b ring. one time, one 
reaſon,one pri parry (8 wi pu wv SN reaſon 
at cuents to come,oughtrather tobe regarded, thena ſort, who diui- 
.ning by nowne adieCtiues , which wereneu felt,beard, vnder- 
ſoode,nor ean ſtand alone : endeuour onelic towithdrawe men by the 
Jhadowe,with that feelie:curre in Eſope from the{ubſtance. Wiſe men 
divine nor,of thelikelyhood or vnlikelybood,of xwarre or peace;by ca- 
ſting vp a figure-in a paper leafe ;. but by-reuoluing ſtates and humours 
of our nezghbours round about, not;by planetres: bur by preparation, 
Againe, afterthe warre-is once begunne,, we-gelle at the continuance 
thereohnot by dreames but by diſcretion;not by the goud or bad aſpeR 
of Mars or Saturne+but by-the.good or bad conceit of mighty princes, 
thatdwell ncere togither. This 1s the perfe&t ſcope of wiſedome, others 
are bur ſhelles of exror:without any kirnell of efte& or. benefite, ._. 
; Thy ſtories are full fraught with examples, of this ſenſible and reſ- 
petiue kind of Prophetes,which onelie by che gompaſie of deepe wile- 


dome, and theline of long experience: hauc found ſuch ready means to, . 


.preuent miſhappes,as light diuiniog fooles-were nener able to conceiue 
ex raderſt;d, mach lefeto forclec & progneliiens.?y this dengan 
ublog 4}. 
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A defenſatiue againit the poyſon 
(2) of wiſcdome,Solongw(a)Thucdidesreportes, gaue warning of the ef. 
WR ranny;which ſhould endaunger & infeſt the havaFachrariong before 
D jy , 1; , came to paie : Quem (b) prudentem yo um dicere,diuidum nullo 
6 ct "-> modo poſſam,whome in this reſpect, ſai 

divine | cannot.By this meane, Fabius attained to the credite of an O- 
Ariſt. Polit, racleat Romeganf Thales the Milefian, by foreſtalment of the trees of 
ib.,a, Oliues,ar ſuch time as he foreſawe by reaſon,what exceſlive prices they 
would bearc:became very rich vpon a ſuddaine, not for that (profefling 

knowledge of philoſophie)ſayth Ariſtotle, he regarded weed 
give an cuident example to the world, that rather voluntary —_ 
tion, from thele lettes and troubles of a quiet minde, then blockiſh ig- 
noraunce of any trade,to-compaſle riches when they lyſt , to bend therr 
ſtudies and defires that way : was the very proper and true cauſe , why 
Philoſophers were alwayes poorer & in meaner plight » then any other 
Sap.4.9. Kkinde of perſonnes whatfoeuer .  Cani hominis ſunt ſenſus ejus, The 
hory hezires of a man are hisvnderſtanding , | not becauſe the head is 
white + but tipe and ſoundly fealoned with long experience , where- 
fote as the gifrof reaſon, - which ſomecall Theologiam naturalem, in 
reſpect it is annexed as a difference of kinde , 'and common to all 
. menne in generall” , whether they knowe GO D'or not : though 
"with larger or leſſer meaſure, as it-pleafethhim that diſpoſerh all, 
fo by this rule and by none other-, the wiſeſt counſellours in all ages, 
haue ſquared out their plottes-concetning 'pollicie . For howſoeuer 
Rome might rake aduantage, by the peoples calinelle to be miſledde, 
whereof I fiide enough before-yer/they that haue avy eic of ynder- 
ſtanding,or an ounce of witte/may finde, that men of deepe confidera- 
tion and graile experience, were commonly the Prophetes which were 
called in'to ſpeake their mindes: when etther counſaile was to ſecke,or 
mages quarrelles grewe to head, and beganne to feſter , or theſtare it 
elfe , either by negligence of rulers , . orthe ſtroke of G'O'D, was 
brought jnto great icopardy . The goddes,or ratherdenilles; for: Diz 
Pal... Scneum De:imenia, were conſulted for a ſhowe, that the people raight 
; be made more feruent ind morcegerin recouering the loſle ; but their 
anſweres were conformied alwayes, to the counſaile & aduiſc of the wi- 
ſeſt and diſcreeteſt magiſtrates . Itis al6tted-to'Perſſtles as a woonthy 
(c) praiſe,thatno man looked deeper into any cauſe, nor' foreſawe thinges 


hg 


Thucid.li.t, to come, eirher (c) further off or moretaſſuredly,but how '> - Marie by: 


(d) great dilli ence,ſayth mine author, (d)Inaudits inueſtigandi,et audita 
Littia. de perpendedi, of enquiring after things which he neuer had heard, & pey 
Ort9o.crr. 2zinge matters'that were brought to hus hearing: and this may” be the 
lib.z. cap.s. reaſon why the preachertelleth , that a wiſe man will alwaieshold and 


(ce) retaine faſt in mind (ce) Narrationem virorii nominatori, the diſcourſes - 


Eccl.39.2. or Teportes of famous men , thatis as I ſuppoſe, of ſuch as have beene 


holden. 
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holden in great price and credite for their wiſedome. (HMemento die- 
rum antiquorum,&c. Remember the auncient daies,ſayth God by Mo- 
ſes, ſtudie vppon the courſe of all ages, enquire of the fathers; and they 
ſhall tell thee of thine clders, and they ſhall declare vntothee . And 
therefore, rhe Senate or-elderſhippe among the lewes , was holden 
for an Oracle of ſach aſſured truſt : as either to difcredite, or ſulpeR the 
ſame,was accounted diſobedience, not becauſe God wrought in; them, 
by indireR and extraordinarie meanes , at all times when aduiſe was 
uifite ; but becauſe the maieſtie of aged heaires ,, and the proofe of 

wiledome had eſtabliſhed a more ſound conceite , then'that the ſame 
could be corrected and controuled , by the malapart and faucie mwhi- 
tude. Diuitiacus,as we reade.in Czſars commentaries,could neuer be Comen.li, 
trained further forward by praQtiſe'of the prieſtes ; then to deuide his 
courſe in taking aime, Partim augurijs, partim conieCtara, partely by 
auguration,and partly by conjecture , ſo-that albeit outwardly, that is, 
onely for a flouriſh and ro ſhunne offence , he gaue a reuerence to falſe 
religion: yet priuatly and in deviſe of plots, he wa# gnided by the line of 
reaſon. We kde that Ionathas, who neuer dealt with any forcerers or | 
witches as his father did, could fay ro Dauid. Tn regnabis,& ego tibi ſe- 1.Re.23. 17. 
cundus ero; &c. . Thou ſhalt reigne, and I will be the ſecond. perfon to 
thy ſe!fe.But he deriued nor this light from any gift propheticall ; bur- 
from adilligent and heedfull obſcruation of Gods prouidence , which 
ranne vppon his fatherand his houſe with ſo ſtrong and violent a tide 3 
as could not be reſiſted by the bankes of pollicie-.- The Sentinell,who 
kept the watche ouer Dauids-gate , ſeeing Chuſai runne. with haſty Res: 
ſpeed, repayred nor for 9 IF falſe Prophets, that he might be prj- 2 Neel8.2F, 
nie to the newes he —_— ; but concluded with himſelfe,chat the tys 

dings -was not euyl!zasit ſeemeth vppon this aſſured ground, that none 

but fooles make haſte, to bring heauy newes to the exres of princes. 

The miniſters of Benadab preſumed verie rightly, touching the ſauing 

and preſerving, both of therr maiſters life,and of their owne, but it was 

ypon this ground, Quod Reges lſrael clementeseſlent, that the Kinges ; 
of 1{racl were mercitul,chough we reade not of any Propher at theirel- pn «15, x1. 
bowe. It is reported in the ſcriptures, that the mouth of Salomon could 

not(a)erre iN indgÞmet, and againe, that there was no miſterie(b)con- Ga) 
cealed fromthe King : inſomuch, as he was not ignoraunt of the, pro- "ER be 
perty of any hearbe v8 AARP Þ Cedar trees in Libanus,to:the ) s 
Pellitory roote that-growes out of the wall, not\by the gift of prophe- 3 Rep to 

cie ; wherein hewantettof his fathers skyll + bur by prerogative of © ©) ow 
wiledome, which G OD, gaue him ina largerand more ample mea- 3 Reg 
ſure, and therefore when the ſtrife aroſe abour the childe, he reforted * | ) +33 
onely ro the-reaſon'of apregnaunt witte : not tothe prompting of.a 3.Reg.3. 27 
glozing Propher,for reſelucidn(d)in the matter: forhow can wy mag ** 0&9 37s 


H.iii, elteeme 


(f) 


Deut. 32.7. 
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4 defenſatine again?t the poyon 
eſtecme her,zs an2jurall andlouing mother, which would rather quare 
ter & devide her childe in halues : then ſuffer the ſame ts be b wp 
Dot, hiſto, 22d nurſſed by another woman A certaive wicked lewe.perceiuing the 
hb.7.cap. 1 Beat zeale and bounty of the trus profeſſours of the faith of Chriſt, ia 
70:27 relecuing and maintaining thoſe, which na acrparee looue or fauour 
tothe truth, and ſuppoſing all to be well gotten which was. gleaned fr6 
.an Tnfidell(as they reputed vs)found out a knauiſh ſtratageme,-to con- 
ſure tKenv& to enrich himſelfe, which was, by crauing to. be baptized 
at ſundry times & in divers places: all the faithfull brethren yeelding & 
c6rributing their charity,according to-the maner to ſo good a k. 
Thus hauing mocked & deluded manygburt moſt of al} hi (in-rel+ 
pet of plagues to come:) hishappe was at the lengrh,as God would,to 
light into the hands of Paulus the Nouatia biſhop, who finding the wa - 
ter which was put iato the fontfor this ſacred vicgto beriedvp withour 
any certaine or apparent-cauſe : coneeiued hezrevppon, that ſo ſtrange a 
-figne could norfall out but ypon ſome extraordinary chaunce, & ther- 
-fore told the lew,that either he had receiued the ſacrament of bapriſt 
 ynawares at ſome other time, in reſpeCt whereof, it toode nor with the 
- will of God,to ſuffer re gerir” Pun. 6 or els he madethe ſame an 
inſtrument of wicked & valawfull gaine(as Simon Magus would:haue 
utolanl ar wh gw roplanga an af a, re 
{eaue iſhop was an heretike,& re not inſp1 
from aboucthis fence and ak lead bim to diuine, nk" yn 
are never wroughrbuteither to eſtabliſh faith, or todiſcouer infideli- 
ty.Dioniſius Arcopagitafirſt a graduate of Athens, & afterwarda ſcho- 
ler of $.Paul, perceiving the moſt ſtrange eclipſe of the ſunne that cuer 
he beheld, at that very inſtant , wherein our ſauiour Chriſt endured the 
moſt birter pangs and torments of theerofle : pronounced witha pre- 
ny yoice, that either God humlſelfewas ſurcharged and oppreſſed 
-Efteu de with great violence : orelſe theframe of all-the world ſhould be difſol- 
Garib hiſt, ved ina moment . The Spaniſh hiſtories report, that Katherin Queene 
A1.Nauarre. of Nauarre 5 who caſt her {clfe awaye, matching with Dalabrer ,2 
noble man of Fraunce:prognoſticated to her husband, after he had loſt 
the greateſt parte of his forces, that neither he nor any of his of-ſpring 
ſhould cuer-repoſſes the crowne,which wards may ſeeme to carry great 
aufthority vpon the firſt conceit: but.if we call-to mind, how like it was 


that the Frech Kings teares,-for-whole ſake only ſhe receiued this harde 


| blow,would be waſted & dried-vp , In alicnis malis, in lus freends dif. 
no treſſe, that all the, Popes would iuſtific f16 time to time , what was pre- 
I | nounced in that cauſe by theirpredeceſſour, and howhard 2a labour it 


4 | would be for thoſe,that could not keepe it whyle it was their owne , to 
v wrelt it from ſo ſtrong an enimicyb laſt of all, that Nauarre bauing ben 
z #2ce vvited to Caſtile & Arragon: would never be dillincked withoug 
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of figpofed prophecies. 


a harper warre,then either ſhezor any was like to deſcend of herbody, 


ſhould be able to maintaine:will find ſome reaſon to c6mi&d the Ladies Efteu. de 
wit,but none to publiſh or cſteeme her as a propheteſle, 'The mooriſh Fm mrrnt . 
3t were long, he ſhould lament & rue with helples teares, the ſurprifing, 05 | 
of Zahara: & no maruell, fince irwas the keie of their eſtate,1s Barwike 

ir of England,Caltis of Frafice, Dunkirk of the low cofitry , Beioaia of 


prophets,prognoſticated to the king of Granada Mahomad, that before 


Nauarre,and Millan of Italic:ſorthat by theſe examples altogither,& by 
oury one of them,we may be taught to deeme of all profeſſors of this 
Mas trade, which ſell the labour of their lips,& the praQtiſe of their 
uſie heads : for the priſe both of bodies 8 ſoules togither. Beſides this 
colourand pretence of prophecie,8 ſecret inſpiration from the gods a- 
a A i ets ens wn: 
in d vp like empty bladders with a win ide, ncuer 
Jeane rin Jorma erin ro another, tyll either wa obtaine 
the priſe,or miſcary by to grearprefumption. This might beproued,by 
amutlrirnde of apt & fit examples for the purpoſe: but to be ſhort, [ will 
onely vouch certaine of the mooriſh Monarchy, and one aboue all the 
reſt,of Aben Thumier a doQtor in Aſtrology,who finding without any 
DING helpe ofhis Ephemerides, that the royall of-ſpriog of the race 
Almocauides,had arriued with great fortune to that race and ſtint of, 
rrme,whertin the of other houſes,as it were by deſtiny, had made. 
an ende, befide,diſcouering the moods and humours of the vulgar ſort, 
according to the touch of Arik, to be fo looſe and tickle of the ſeare, 
as there wanted nothing bur a leader, of great courage and deepe wiſe» 
dometo begin the game, againe,concluding withhimſelfe,vpona dili- 
gent and ſtraight examinati6 of the forces on all ſides, that it the cards 
might be brought once to the dealingyof a cloſe & conſtant freend, the; 
| yr packe which had been layde togither by long fufferance, might 
pow _ of the golden reſt : made choyle of a certayne young: 
llowe called Abdelmon;of a paſſing hauty minde and witte, to 


became an inſtrument, or rather a cheefe perſonne and director of this 


enterpriſe His parentage indeede was baſe: but notwithſtanding,ſo wel 
coucred with graces © is perſon,and rare giftes of nature, as the world 
was willing : ether notto note it,or content to pardon it,of which two 
courſes, eyther ſcrued fitly forthe purpoſe of the DoCtor. But when the 
qualities of him , that ſhould ſuſtaine the checfeſt brunt , ſafficed not 


without ſome other lie deuiſe abone the common reach : this ſcribe, 3Reas. 25: 


preſuming with the craftie rebel] Ieroboam, that ſo long as. the minds 
of men were rooted in theyr former faith,and grounded vpon the prin- 
—_ of 'auncient fimplicitie,it would not be fo eafie , to divert then 


their woonted courſe of duty 8 obediEce vnto the king>Entroduzio FReu,de- 


noudades etzeligion, brought in an innouation of roliggh proending 


ow foraſpiring thoughts, - 
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A defenſatine again# the poyſon 
Gar. hifto, by his judgement in the ſtarres,that the gods would hauc it th'15,1nfo 
de los. mor. fa oe ran the royall ſtocke, and then eſtablſhed newe foimes of 
TORS. gouernement. ; | | 
The p'otte was layde by preſuming & _ hopes,maintained by 
deuiſe of wit,concealed with the dark & ſullen colours of hipocriſie,and 
2\rered according to the circumſtances of the perſons , tyme and place, 
by ſuch a cloſe Achytophel : as vied wiſedome for his compaſle ,/art for 
2 colour,and courage fot an inſtrument . Another propher of that fil- 
thy mooriſh kinde,proclaimed/in the market place of Granada,thar ei- 


j 


= 


=_ m_ «4 


Rd 
_. 


tj. ther his markes and Oracles abuſed him, or the ruine of that kingdome 


w-:$ at hand:but ſurely, I repute him not ſo woorthy of a Lawiell , for 
aduiſing when the danger was paſt cure : as of blowes for nor ſpeaking 
ſooner, whyle the Moores of Aﬀrike, who were greatly o__ by the 
lofſe of Gramda , -might haue adioyned ſtrength for re:kew of their 
nciehbors.But what were his markes and Oracles in the name of God? 


i 
F 

"12{/8 | Forſooth, the very ſame thatmade the lewes miſtruſt the ruine of theyr 
| 


temple : avd would make the wiſeſt manaliue, without the prompting 
of « Prophet 2o-ſelbotk and feare the ſpoyle of hys owne countrey. - 

For firſt, the ciuill warre within the bowelles'of Granada, between the 

Kephew and the Vucle : was endlefle and irreconcilable,theyr pouerty 

exceeding great,their hunger infinite ,& the peoples harts'quite broken 

& difcoraged. Their allies in'Aﬀeick ſeemed altogither cold and care+ 

\ lefle in affording ayde, the king of Caſtile houered aboue their heads, 

to Teyze vppon his wiſhed pray, and whereas all their hope and courage 

ſhould have reſted , in the truſt and confidence of their owne ſtrength 

| at home:the countrey-was ſo.quartered with ciuil ſtrife, as I ſayd before, 

Matt. 12. 14, *hat,according to the Maxime of our fauiour Chriſt, it could notlong 
continew, | 

Polibius,ſayrh Homer, told his ſonne,that he ſhould never returne 

home from Troy, but with the lyke ſtratageme to that, whereby one 


J | * yndertooketto teach an Aﬀle to ſpeake within the'{pace of ſeuen yeere : 
aj fo that his lyfe might be reſpited . For euen as there was great oddes, 
Fa that within that tyme,eyther the man to whome the. bonde was made; 


or he that was bound, ortheAimple Aﬀle would die, in all which caſes 
the bond was voide'& of none = was itno leſle probable, that.in 
ſo daungerous a oe lough time of abſence,ſo [XTi a 
of ſeruice, among fo many wrackes by ſea and perilles yppon the {ind 
eyther one miſhap or other , would make ancnd of this young gentle 
man. Euents,ſayth Hannibal ,are notleſle aunſwerable to 221, Ah in 
any thing : then in warre, and therefore they:that wander furtheſt frs 


F the beaten way:may ſometime, perhappes,diuine with greateſt proba- 


bilitie . Befide,the care and kindneffe of a louing father, oughtro be 


regarded ſomewhat inthis caſe'; who ſuppoſerh all offences to be pre- 
ſcat 


of fappoſed prophecies, 
ſent that arepoſſible ; wherfore to conclude,though pilotes,husband- 
men,and counſailours of ſtate foreſee many thinges, eyther by experi- 
rience or obſeruation : yet theyr ayme proceedes by rule and not by 
reache,and thoſe are taken by the wiſer and more heedefull ſort, to bee 
moſt certaine groundes, which are eſteemed blanckes and ſhaddowes 


by the ſimple. The firſt inſtin&t of preſumption and pag pen 


ched by obedience vnto the will of God: maketh a more nay age 
to the rewarde of humility,and therefore. (a) Beatus qui allidit paruu- 
los ad petram,, Happy is he that cruſheth theſe little ones againſte the 
Rocke : orthat rreth 

that deſtroy the Vineyarde. 


No man aliue,can proue ſo ſtrejght a kinred or afinitie, betweene Ca 


an accidental] figne and a corruptible ſubſtaunce + as may gyue a lighr 


ſnares and gynnes, (b) to catch the'lutle Foxes Plal 


(a) 


135,12. 


(b) 


nt, 2,15 


or foyle to future imaginations, For God,ſayth the Preacher,made m4 x - 5; 


ſingle/and-vprighr,Eripſe ſe infinitis immiſcuit quzſtionibus, And hee 
entangeled hirnſclle with queſtions that were infinite. Wee knowe that 
men are images of God : but no gods .indeede-, that our wittes may 
deeme : but notdivine , forecaſt yppon. occafion : but not prefigure 
without certainty,leaſt in rayſing fortes of fancye to the clowdes. , lyke 
the ſpyre of Babel: we forgoet 

into the gulfe whereof there is no bottome, Terrenum enim hoc ani- 
mal &c.for this earthly creature being altogether ynable,ſaith Laftan- 
tius,tocomprehend the maieſty of heauenly thinges : is detayned, and, 
as it were, locked wppe in a kinde of priſon.ſo; that it can not'iudge by 


ſo cleerea light,nor reſolue in ſo francke a manner, 'T bus hath it plea # 


ſed God,to confinethe reaſon of a man wythin certaine limirs,as I ſayd 
before, which whoſoever ſeeketh to exceede, by contEning the decrees 


of God : is lyke to reape a bitter fruite,aunſwerable to ſo corrupt a ſeede 


which is miſfortune for preſumption,and error for iniquity, How farre 
the witte of man may reache + we lezrne by this,how dangerous it were 
to ſwallow more then we are able, to digeſt the great miſhappes of 0- 
thers : doo declare,though we ſhould forget the ſurſerte of olde Adam, 
that is the loſle of our libertye, 7 
Next to that , native reaſon.,, wherby men are ſaydeto difler 
from brute beaſtes,ſome holde,that melancholy rayſeth and aduaunceth 
our conccites more gallantly : then any other humoure whatſoeuer, 
But for mine owneparte , as I can notdenye, that diuers perſona deepe 
Pl touched in this kinde, have excelled for the ſharpnes of theyr wytte: 
o,though we ſhould confeſle them to be wiſeſt amonge men, which 
Tully never graunted but againſt his will, becauſe himſelfe was of an- 
other ſtreme : yet may we not preſume,to make them equall vnto God 
himlſelfe , who refigneth not tonature ſo great an intereſt in his owne 
prerogatiue. We knowe, that melancholye patticipateth moſt of earth, 
| | I.j. 
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A defenſatine again? the poyſon 
which is moſt groſſe and ponderous : and therefore o ofite ro fine c6- 
ceites,which ſpring from the fineſt & moſt ſubtile humore. And though 
ſome labore to extenuate the pyth of this playne demonſtration, by 
diſtinguiſhing melancholy into two diuers Kindes, whereof one hauing 
beene digeſted by the lyuer mt av Tra like a kynd of lower 
on the toppe of bloode,an other finckerh to the bottome like the Lees 
of wine: yet muſt we needes confefle the brighter of them both, to re- 
fernble that obſcure and maſtye 'vayle; wherewith, as.in olde time the 
grace of Venits : ſo-nowe the luſtre of our wittes and ſences are echpſed. 
Can any man, which hath but lightly taſted the fweete Lycorof Philo- 
ſophie,deeme,that by continuall agitation and ſtyrring*-of the brairte, 
whereby the melancholy- matter 1s increaſed and augmented very much 
the moyſture of the ſame, whereon our natiue heate ſhould feede,is wa- 

| ſed andquite dryed vppe,and that our vitall fpirites,ſtanding: euer bent 
by thys meane like a bowe,, wexe weaker and forgoe the greateſt parte 
of their vertue? - I thinkenor, or if he doo : the ſchooles will hifle him 
out for defending (o vainea parrodoxe, 
' 'Agiine , as melancholy ſcekerh eaſe and ſhunneth exerciſe, which 
ought ro quicken and reuine declining partes to ſpend = ſuperflui- 
ties, and furthermore;to diſperſe all windy matter, which is moſt offen 
five to the brayne -, as by the leflon which Pithagoras gaue 
to hys ſchollers,in no wile toeate any Beanes : ſo bythe ruſt of idlenes, 
the ſharpeſtedge of wit is taken of, inuentis decaies, memorie wexerh 
weake and ſhallow, and euery gyft;ot faculty of the reaſonable ſonle of 
of man : becomes lefler ſtrong and able, eytherto foretell by prophecy 
what is to come; or to conceiue by reaſon-whatis fitteſt for the C. 
T he properties, or rather accidentsinfſeperable of this penſiue hamoure; 
are 95G: vaInuix wonrporic feare, greete of mind, and deteſting of hu- 
maine ſociety : which one accident alone, without the reſt;if Ariſtotle 
may be calted in,and admitted fora iudge,maketh thoſe whom it poſ- 
Polit, lib.x, ſeth wytha kynde of tyranny: Aut Deos,aut Dzmones,thar is, eyther 
| ſo diuine and voyde of all contagion of vice, ' as we may repute them 
more then men : or ſo retirate,cloſe and miſcheuous,as we ſhould ſhun 
them more then Satires, 
Let Plutarche tell vs,in what wretched and vnhappy plight that T'i- 
mon lived; who could notabide the fighte of any man alyue, and b 
what meane he fell into this fonde- , or rather brainficke and fanatical 
conceite : that we may beware of thoſe; that ſtrayne Oyle our of a Flint, 
or Methriditii our of Colloquintida, Itwasa rule of great- importance 
which Iamblichus gaue , to remooue out of our mindes:: Quicquid 

De Myſter. vilo modo fimile eft imaginationibus vilis', quas humores fimileſque 

Agipt. cauſa ſuſcitant &c, Wharſoeuer reſembleth in any poynt, thoſe _ 

ons which are ſtirred yppe by humours and like cauſes ,” when we. 
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of furpoſed prophecies, 
codiuine of matters that are future.He declaimeth furthermore againft 
Porphirie the blinde Philoſopher, for defending Vaticiniumeſle paſ- 
fionem phantaliz talem,qualis accidrt melancholicis,8c. That prophe- 
<ie was ſuch a kinde of palſion of the phantaſie : as chauncethynto me- 
lancholy perſons. Nulla ergo ſunt data praparam&ta ſeminaque a natu=- 
Ta,yel communi,vel humana ad vaticinzum illud ,quod eſt fupra natura 
inrelligentiam que humanam,&c. Therefore nature;ſayth _—__ no 
proponony nor ſcedes of prophecie , :concerning things which are a- 
boue nature ahd humaine capacity. Paulus Aegineta.recounteth a dif+ 


courſe of certayne punks farre ouerſhotte with this eluiſh humour: Lib, z, ca.14 


as ſometime they 


__ .themſ(clues beaſtes and birdes, with winges 
and hornes, 8c. and whi 


ch 1s more , not ſatiſfied with this -ſtraunge 


{peculation withont a ſtraunger: praftiſe.: they beganne. piuwierSai mas 


Pires eurey , £0 immitate their voices , notvnlike to fonde Pithago- 
ras'; who ſeemed to remember the ryme , 4ince he was acocke at the 
fiege of Troye,and afterward I nowe-nor what beſide: : onely to per- 
fwade his ſchollers to belecue, the tranſmigration of fowles out of one 
forme into another . Ihauc heard of others, that ſuppoſing theyr bo- 
dies to be made of glafſe: :durſt notjuſtle in the ſtreete.with any man, 
for feare of breaking into ſhivers /. 156 por cddtemmie $120h4y , and that 
ſome, eyther laughed euer with Chrifippus, or lamented euer with De- 

Charles the ſeuenth of thar name,vpon a ftraunge miſconceite with- 
out eyther ground or probabylitie. ,;that his owne ſonne would com- 


Plat.comet, 


mitte himto fafe keeping : tooke'ſodeepe a thought, as afrerwarde he ©P- 127e 


would neuer receiue any thing ro ſuſtaine nature ,' Alphonſo king of 


Naples in lyke manner,bearing rumours of the french-Kinges purpoſe Idem.cap.17 


to come into Iralic , grew ſo numerous and fearefull in a melancholie 


fitte :that he ſuppoſed the verie trees and ſtones to-proclayme his inte- 
reſt,and take armes againſt him. A number more,eyther for loue or 


hate:+haue beene haunted with lyke fancies, whome Thucidides moſt Lib.z. 


ficly calleth,Abſurdarum opinionumſeruos, the'bondflaues of abſurde 


canceyts,inireſpeCt,that whatſoeuer may be, they preſumeto be : and 
ſometimes alſo, what is moſt ynpoſſible,as for aman to bring footth a 
childe,to let out claret-wine in ſteede of bloud, &c. Now whereas ſome, 
to ſaue the credite of this humour , would aſcribe all fearefull-paſhons, 
wherewith the minde is altered and affrighted daylye, vnto Atra bilis, 
which hath not his originall from nature : but proceeds of accident,&c. 
The beſt waye to diſprooue them , is to ſet downe by the rules of phi- 
ſicke, what a.doo there is, before the meane, which-leadeth to this fu- 
ture aye; may be determyned. For if the quantitie aud proportion of 
the true: melancholy be ſo ſcant (faye they) as it is not able to repreſle 


the windineſle of ſtarting bloud , toquallifie the rage of choller, and 
OW ROTO "Ly, o” = 0G 
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A defenſatine again# the poyſen 
eſtabliſh flecting ſpirites in ſuch weight and meaſure,” as3$ requiſite in 
chys degree. . then dooth 1 make our 1dgement lyght and tyckle of 
the ſeare ,-if the current be too ſtrong and Bowe to falt ;-it rebates the 
fineſt edge of witte,and where is none at a!l, we-finde no reſidence {ave 
grolle limplicity., Therefore ſome mclancholic there muſt be,as the 
leamed write, for a ground of judgement, then the ſame;muſt'be 1a. 
4 ſubſtaunce thinne,in proportion-moderate,nor drowned; but refreſhed 
at. with the lyghteſt part of fleame. : andyer when all 1s doone , it 1s but 
4997 | like the ſpirit of the ſtrongeſt wines,which leeſeth not the proper heate 
(34 t Math.12.45 by pafſivg thorough ſundrye flames: but waxeth farre more IG 
\ W ' *** ftrongand forcible in operation. And euenas when an vncleane [pyrite 
ſhall goe out of aman, he walketh thorough drye places, ſeeking reſt | 
and findeth' not”: then he fayth, I wyll returne vato my houſe trom 
whence | came , and comming in, findeth the ſame cleane, ſwept with 
beeſomes,and trimmed vp : then goeth he,and rakerh ſeuen other ſpy- 
rites vato him morewicked then himſelfe;; which enter in and inha« 
| bite there,arid thelaſt of thar manas:made worke then the firſt: {o fareth 
it with thoſe tharare pollefled by this humor, as eth by & multi+ 
rude of dreadfull accidentes:, which are occurrentin the courſe of our 
ordinarye conuerlation for where the water ſeemerh ſtyll and filent ; 
Pro.23.39, the foord is deepeſt, Qui atronitis oculis cogitatpraua,mordens labia, 
perficiet malum, he that thyaketh euyll thinges , with eyes aſtoviſhed 
__ and byting his Iyppes, wyll doo:miſcheete:: bur Confundentur omnia 
rofunda fluminis,%c, allthe deepeſt places of the flouds ſhall be con- 
Zach. 10.11. £kdedand the ſceprer ſhall be tranſported from Egypt. Woe be vn- 
Eſai.29.15- to you,ſayth EGay , thatare profound. heart : forthe wicked ſhall be 
30+ Pro. 14- 3%. repelled in theyt malice;and againe:. Qui operit odium fraudulenter, 
|, 12.6  Pro,25. 26, reuelabitur malitia eius/inconcilio:. The poylon of that man ſhall be 
mee eucaled in an open councell, which fraudulently cqucteth and concea- 
leth his malice. | Wt | 
For myne ownepatrte, when a Lybarde ſhall forſake her ſpottes , or 
J a blacke Moore his hew., when'eyther the Foxe or ipifpojuur Aworree, 
the roring Lyons leauethe courage or the crafte of kinde : I wyll lyke- 
wiſe hope,that a melancholy man may become a Prophere, for as ſuch 
perſonnes commonly pretend to ſee morethen is true : ſo they preuent 
lefle then is requiſite. The reaſon may be drawne out of the Prouerbs, 
P;o.18. 8 Whereitisaffirmed , thar a flourhfull man isouerthrowne with feare, 
* * * and commonly we finde , that men diſtrafted into diuerle wayes (as 
Grimany noted wiſelie inthe Senate houſe at Venice:) preuaile in no+ 
| thing for default of reſolution. For whyle ſome cauill yppon caulcleſle 
"0 feare,others execute according to the preſent oportunitie : and there- 
! | fore he that is aftayde of euene ſtarting gratle, may not walke in a me- 
Ti.ylf: dowe, The minde,ſome faye,may ſcarch, more deepely with ſoquicke. 
Ul an: 


- 


py 


; 4 " 4 ns > 4s EO: a 

4 It, LA SJ, = RS FEES a G 
- "2 © Ss. Y T DOS. 

X = l - *% \, s: £-#.. - 
o bm: ” L2y F: fx 
« Fr g 
k COLT 
eT. v% 

© "In « ' 2 


Tn SF id 
OAT Int : 


© of /uppoſed propbecies.” 
_ an inſtrument, nd diſcerne more eaſftly by ſo cleare alyght ; what ey- 
ther maybe reached by the rules ofarte,or diſcerned by light of nature. 
Burhow ſtand theſe rogether; when the melancholie fitte is more of- 
ret holden by the learned , for a vayle ro ſhadowe, then a lanterne to 
diſcover 2 Betide , thoſe men -wbome we maye rightlie recken and ac- 
count as melanchole, deeme by rhe patternes which haue been, what is 
like to be: but are nevier woont to m_ aboyethe clowds, for know- 
ledge of thoſe myſteries , which neyther are, nor cucr were imprioted 
in the workes of nature, : | 
For as the Samaritane alledged vnto Chriſt , where the well is vetie 
deepe,and we haue not wherewithall to drawe :-we are not fo lyke to 
Nake our thyrſt,as to leeſe our labour: ., Solong then as this humour 
keepes within a meane , it maketh vs diſcrete , if once it ouerflowe the 


lohn 4:11; 


bankes of moderation : we become more walfull then wiſe,more fear- 


full then freendly,more flowe then ſenſible, more preſumpruous then 
rouident.lf any lyſt to giue it yet a founder and more ſpecding blow, 
et.him ponder wich hinmſelfe , that the leait defect of full and perfecte 
meaſure breedeth follic, the leaſt exceſle ditlolueth into phrenfie ; and 
ſooner ſhall aman finde out a pure virgin in Sodome, then a.true Pro- 
phete in the caue of melancholy . Bur why ſhould-we {o much woon- 
der attheirouerſight, which airib 
ynquiet moode': when not Decearchus onely, who maye walke among 
the giddy fooles::: bur Plato the Prince of all Philoſophers , vppon 
the meaning of the Greeke woord it ſelfe , parriie- prarrixy , from 


| whence our Prophetes drawe theyr name: is not alhamed to annex and [1 Timen;: 


linke all prophecie . w» appiowan arfpurrim, to mennes want of .judge- 
ment or diſcretion, and why ſo 2 Marrie.ſayth he, becauſe we finde 
not of thoſe, which haue ordinary exerciſe of their inward faculties and 
vic of - reaſon:  inperriader parrixic whit xa adnls; , to; bee enfe- 
offed or inſipred with this diuine and certayne kinde of prophecie : but 
eyther: when the ſenſes are reſtrayned by the bond of fleepe, or the 
Triteschafed with exceſle of pation , or reaſon quure exiled from her 
ſeate by fury. In another placeghe ſeekes to qualific rhe generall reprofe 
of giddineſle and lyghrnefle in the brayne : becauſc,if it had beene re- 
uted woorthy of miſlyke among our aunceſtours , they would neuer 
[cone derined Tho xamicw mw im mono apherzs, the moſt excellent 
and peerelefle arte , whereby we deeme of future things from ſo.cor- 
rupta fountayne,ſo that ReCta organi diſpolitio , whereof Ariſtotle 
ſeemes to make ſo great account : may be taken to be altogither ydle 
in this martrer. | 
- This is that kinde of diuination, which Ariſtotle and Porphiric 
call w7 aqporer”,, Cicero, Rationis expertem , voide of reaſon : 


becauſe , ſayth Caſſandra; the god (or the deuill rather ) is no ſooner, | 
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A defenſatiue ag aini# the poyjon 
entered into the man or woman ; bur aſtraunge effeftenſewes , and 
what js that ? Alger 76 HEN oy TE0 [HjANVOT orc FUN » hee cauſeth the di- 
ſtraught and phranticke perſon to tell thinges to come, that is,topro- 
phecie'. Of this kinde were the moſt parte of the truchemen , orſlye 
pages which attended vpon Oracles,, as appeareth by the ſtories of the 
Church . For the devilles, which were caſt our 1n the deſert by Ma- 
carius that holie prieſt , would not giue aunſwere nor declare their 
minde,by theyr interpreteſfle the pnieſtes daughter, Priulquam eam in 


furorem compuliſlent, before they had driuen her 1nto furie, and a» 


paine,we finde'it vrged againſt Montanus, Maximilla and the reſt, that 
they were not temperate and milde,as the miniſters ofthe true GO D 
are and ought to be ; but(a) Veſano ſpiritu agitati , ſtyried vp with a 
phranticke ſpirite. > | 
Such were the Germaine Ladyes, which as we reade in Tacitus, (5) 
Per furorem turbatz adefſeexitium canebant : being diſtraught by fu- 
rie,2aue foreknowledge of deſtrudtion at hande. Qui (c) erumin ec- 
ſtaſt ſunt, nec tacere nec loqui in ſua pratem habent, for they which are 
in a traunce,as ſaint lerome writes, veyther haue itin their owne power 
what to conceale or vtter, but lyke a bagpype, that is/blowen yp with a 
violent and ſudden winde : Dantfine mente ſonam, piuc a ſound with- 
out vnderſtanding.ln another place he writeth, that the warnings which 
were -_ by the Prophete Nahum, touching the great (d)-preparati- 
on of the King of Syria: were not of aman that ranne ina traunce, 
lyke to thoſe of Montanus, Prifca, Maximilla, and ſuch lyke ; but pro- 
ceeded from a ftedfaſt and aſlured iudgement , conceruing ſenfiblie, 
Vniuerla que loquebatur , all-thinges that he delyuered, according to 
tharrule of Daniel, (ec) Intelligentia-opus eſt in viſione , in diſcoue- 
ring viſions we haue neede of vnderſtanding : otherwiſe,the Prophetes 
whach are cuer chatting without any-certayne ground , may be compa- 
red to Parrettes, which are cuerprating , but they knowe not what, or 
to the pie,that ſaluted Cxfar by his name, but conceiued not the great- 
nefle of his place, nor the weight of his aucthoritie.: and therefore 
muſt be ſubie& to that cenſure of the Prophet Ofee, (f) Populus non 
__ , yapulabit , the people which vnderſtandeth nor, ſhall be 
eaten, | | | 
Howe then ſhould we followe them as guides and leaders, inthe 
ſcruples of obſcure and doubtful ſence, faith Cicero, (g)Qui ex leuifſi- 
mo & jndotifiimo hominum genere c6ftant, which confiſt of the ve- 
rie lighteſt and moſ vnlearned kinde of men: when the word of God 
requireth (h) knowledge ina Iudge , and Pindarus a Painim could 
lifcerns » K0UPUTTBAE TWy AXUPUTWY ppivets , that the minde of menne 'y 
which were not ſeaſoned by ſound experience,was lyght and vnſtable. 
IF the blinde leade the blinde , both fall into the ditche togither , and 
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of ſuppoſed prophecies . 
what groſſerkinde of blindneſſe crnthere bee * thento want theyr 

eye of common ſence or witte, whereby we differre from the beaſts,and 

aredyrectcd in the choiſe of good or euyll .., Neyther dooth it helpe 

the phranrike Prophetes any thing ,- that Dauid'confeſſerh himſelfe to 
haue beene fcarred, In excef{umenrtis 6) fue” , ina kinde of traunce or PC (1) 
rauiſhing of ſence : leaſt God had turned his face from him, &c. for al 31.23e- 
' he meanerh only diſcouragemet by finne, not depriuation of his witte, 
| although we make great difference qe ne 4 {piricuall aſtoniſhment; 

wherein bothe Efdras and the writer of the reuelation were founde : 
| (or I conceyue to be none other , then a peremptorie ſequeſtration 

rthe tyme, from thoughtes and dealings of the world) and the mad- 

nelle of Apollos nouices, who thought themſclues moſt able to diſ- 
cerne of colours when they were ſtarke blinde, moſt aftiue-when they 
ſtalked yppon ſtyltes, and moſt pregnaunt in foretelling thinges to 
come, when they wanted witte or reaſon to deeme of the preſent , 1 
knowe that [oſephs brethren called him (k) Soranutorem,, a dreamer: ()- 


burin ſpite and ſcorne , becauſe God had reuealed more ynto the youn=- Gen. 37. 19: 


eſt, Achis called Danid a(1)madde man : but himſclfe was ouertaken 
_ by that ſtratageme. The rufhanes which attended vppon Iehy, thought | 

the miniſter of Elizens had: beene ſcarred (m) out of his wittes : but (1 
he brought a meſſage from the mouth of God , The Diſciples tolde 
the (n) Damfell, that brought tydinges of the ſafe eſcape of Peter, thar 
ſhe ſpake ſheknewe not what: but he iuſtified her ayme. , - Feſtas yp< 


(m) 
(n) 


.Reg.21. 14 


4.Reg. 9.11, 


brayded faint Paule with madneſſe : but heſpake the wordes of treth AA 
and ſobrietie,and they which Kg the miniſters of God, in this lyfe A > oc be Xa | 


had loſt theyr reaſon, in reſpeC of theyr ſimplicitie, and becauſe they 
would not ſhtinke for any ſtorme, from the charge which they had vn- 
dertaken by the wyll of God; were after this lyte forced and conſtrai- 
ned to confeſle theyr errour after this ſort, Nos inſenſati, vitam illorumt 
zſtemabamus inſaniam , & finem fine honore, &c. We {enceleſſe 
fooles , eſteemed' rheyr liues to be madneſle;; and theyr ende yoide of 5SaPp+5. 4. 5 
honour . Ecce quomodo computatr ſunt inter ſanCtos Dei,& inter fanc- 
tos ſors illorum eſt , But now behold howe they arenumbred among 
the ſonnes of God, and among the Saints lyes the lotre of theyr inheri- 
taunce. Therefore, it is one thing to be depriued of their wittes indeed, 
another,to be reprooued ormiſ-iudged by the reprobate,for as the pu- 
Teſt life cannot eſchew the ſtinge ofenuie: fo none but fooles preſume 
to iuſtific theyr ignoraunce. | 
If any man of learned indgement, or oof ſingle confidence in God a=. 
lonezattempr to ſound the depth of thoſe vaine perſons, whome by vul- 
gare abuſe our cnſtome is to call wiſe nien : he ſhall cither finde the 
toorde fo ſhallowe , as it cannot beare a veſſel of full freight , F, tho 
1-2 ilots. 


0 


4 ae ae S406 reds Eons © - « $54 I - 
is * y 2%; . vx 


5 SP lee bY ESE 
SEE Py 7 DOES 35 AM IE of A A. 4 REMIT Lt Pag) 
ES Je . = 2h þ = I -W- "> "©" SE £*; OLE 25 1b 248 
- Rt Ein So of ef nin FI Fx dtp oF 2 
A 1% J p La bad & ods > «nf, 


A EG het "I. ST" ably , ST 
ET PS or pf 3k) 24 2 $2 . Er ffs 
ee Went on pts BY aoBeigy 9p: Bits $4 Me a8 PE EE Re. 
Ii 4 SEO ES: Ley. c F; 7 WY we © Fl 


FX 


0. 


ot ee ES Fo 06-- o 
p LS FO » 
RES og # 


S £2 - CAE En 
AS $- {+5 5 

EP Sos at; 
BEA te fs no 
.: SEE OLOP a $ . 


= nr non tf IE io oo et do DAS Dot Om bo Ol OCR > Bt war RAY -< Wont - _— 


o 


# 4 1 FE eo i 3 4 TX Fo. a. 
# EA REA WIIE EAS SS EAS Fs" EH Ls EO nr aa hs racy Aſs x kt fg PS. if 
COLE EA ESA SLE SIO SALE IIN EEE TAILS LEM: As WES £. 


+148 A defenſatiue againi# the poyon 
\'M Pilote ſo farre from the kriowledge of a forraine coaſt , as he neyther 
; H-b.g.14. vnderſtandes his compaſſe,nor his facultie. Are theſe, Senſus exercitati, 
F ad diſcretionem boni et mali, the praCtiſed and inured ſenſes , to diſtin- 
F:. <orom hit Buiſhe betweene good and bad, withour which, itwas not poſſible to 
1 208 hb.1. cao.r, iſceme the prophecies, as Sozomene reports, which were diſpearſed 1n. 
Hos" | "O_o dayes by reaſon of theyr ſtraunge obſcuritie. Shall we ſuppoſe that 
'F44 any tender eye can gaze againſt the Sunne, which waters at the fight of 
- Heſperus ? Bur it is a world to ſee, what fables haue beene foyited in 
vnder the vizard of anriquitic, to grace the matter . For the firſt man 
that themſelues confeſle , ro baue artayned to the skyll and credite of a 
Prophete in Tharſus : was a ſeelie ſheepheard , hauing onely ſo much 
witte,as taught him to take ſound aduantage by the follies of his col- 
rreymen: a fitre author and inuentour of (Þ yaine a facultie ,-I ſpeake 
not this,to lincke or tye the grace of God in ſuch a ſeruile manner , to 
the clogge of ordinary meanes : that he may not when it pleaſeth him 
x. Cor.1,'27. ſeleft -z pops +7 xioun, the follyes of the world, to conture the cun- 
ning praiſe of our common enimie : ( for I knowe, that ſheepheards 
Ck > haue beene prompted and inſtrufted from aboue , when all the Rab- 
Ute 15+ bies of the Si nagogue were drjuen to blowe the ſeke) and.thara forte 
of Fiſhermen, inſpyred by the farher of all trueth , made both the Tem- 
ple of Ierufalem to ſtoupe , andthe glory of this world:to-melt : ' but 
I ſtand yppon this point, that che dayes being now <xpY red and blowne 
over long agoe, in which God promiſed to ſpeake from betweene the 
Cherubines, he worketh , as I meane to prooue morefullye in another - 
place, by meane and not by myracle.. 
Moſes himſelfe, was no lefſe expert in the miſteries of Egypr to diſ- 
playe theyrerrour, : then furniſhed with extraordinarie gyttes for the 
Tere.1.6. Setting foorth of Gods glorie,and though leremy were chyldiſh at the 
firit,and knewe not howe to ſpeake, —_ the Prophete Amos were 
Amos.7. 14 feyther a Propher nor the ſonne of a Prophet, but a fimple heardman, 
Vellicans ſfycomaros : yetafter they were once %diSerth; taught by 
God,the world went otherwiſe, for he that gaue them charge to pro- 
| hecie to the houſe of Iſrael : both could and dyd enable them, with 
Luxe. 46. knowledge aunſwerable to fo great an office. We reade;that Chriſt,al- 
molt in his cradle, graueled the DoRours of the lawe , as Hercules 1s 
faydeto cruſh the $erpents,that would haue invaded him whyle he was 
_ an infant : but the ſame Chriſt was no lefle perfe&t God then man, and 
his Diſciples were annointed inwardly , before they tooke in hande to 
preach, waich inward grace, I rake to be the complete armour , where- 
with both Steven and Paule refiſted all the ſtratagemes of carnall wits: 
wich by the pleaſing bayte of honour and entifing hope,drew men to 
the nerre of incredulitie . I would moſt gladly proſecute this poynt in 
theyr difcredite and diſgrace , which without knowledge eyther of the 
Z ſecede 
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of ſappoſed prophecies, 

ſeede or of the ſoyle: ſet bande to the plowe,and take yppon them with 
out eyther ordinary or extraordi fts,to diſpenſe the word of life, 
to preache and prophecy : but that the ſwelling of this treatiſe dryueth 
me to cutte of many thinges, which ypon better leyſure were hor vnfitte 
to be deliuered.By thys we learne, that all the prophets which were ho- 
nored in the Church of God;eyther-got theyr knowledge by infpirati- 
on onely,as Icremy,Ezechiel &c. or by inſpiration added, to oe lear 
ning,by the rule and ordinary meane,as Moyſes andS. Paule, whereof 
the firſt was brought yppe in the courte of Egypt, and inſtrufted in all 
kynde of (8, before bee tooke a-charge : the ſecond grounded 
in the ſetter of the Law,by the diligence of Gamaliell, before hewere 
inſpyred in hys journey to Damaſco : but neyther one nor other could 
'be fayd to raue, as Apollos prophets did, and ſome others in like man- 
ner at thys day, for ſuch a ſtraunge exceſle, were oppoſite vnto fo rarea 
-gyit as they would clayme by nature. LT 

Porphirjus [ fayth 1 amblichus]was of the minde;tharpaſho was the 
.cauſe of pro | 


ie, which Paradoxe himſclife doth afterwarde umpugne: De Myſter 


becauſe nothing is more firme and reſolut the one, nothing morelooſe Egipt. 
pag.85, 


and tickle then an other, Againe, he taketh-yppe thoſe wryrers very: bir- 


-terly, which defined [propueey tobe Exitum et alienationem,, a goinge 


out or alienation of ynderſtanding : and his reaſon is, becauſe thatfig- 
nifies a falling out and declining to the worſe, whereas it ought to be a 
rayſing and reſtoring to the better .. Furthermore , paſhon hath no 
-meane to perce into the miſteries of truth : but rather bringeth an im 
-pediment thereto;but aboue all,rhis rule of Iamblichus is- to be obſer- 


ued, Alienationem a cauſis fatam corporis, eſe animi deprauationem Idem.pag. 


.et ex debilitate contingere, that alienation cauſedby occaſions and in- 
ſtruments of the body, proceedeth of weakenefle &c, Nam quee faſcina 
«ti imaginamur,preter imaginamenta nullam babent aRionis aut effe 
tiz veritatem, Forthoſe things which we imagine while: we are bewir 
ched,haue none other truth cyther of aCtion or ſiibſtannce, then meere 
fancie : and though-madde men foretell ſome things that are true, | it is 
/by chaunce and not by property. We might as well belecue that men 
ouerſhot with cups.were able to prognoſticate : becauſe the ſpirits are 
refined and made ſubtile by the furnes of muſt., and as the PR 
reache, In Vino veritas : but thys muſt be conceiued of excelſe, which 
Ppicketh all the lockes, and breaketh downe the barres of faithfull rruſte, 
not of any vertue that proceedeth fromthe Licor ; for no Paracelſian 
durft euer take in hande,to ſtraine-wiſedome out of Grapes , nor {e- 
cretes out of ſurfette,  _ $6 
_ Torthat which iis obiefted out of Plato , and his diſciple Cicero in 
like manner, that no man without a certaine Gadbee or diuine furie, 


could attaine to perfection in yerſc ; I aunſver that a Poer[S a os _ 
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A defenſatine again#t the poyſon 
thuch,and yet Inecde not ſecke out any difference in this re- 


differ 

felt, becue he meaneth nothing bur a certayne gallant life or ſpirite, 
whereby gre2t mindesare ſtirred vppe andincited to take braue ar- - 
tempts and workes in hande , and though'the terme of farie which 
thole authors vſe , may ſezme ſome what harſhe to ſome thar are not 


well acquainted with the phraſe ; yer we, muſt vnderftand it in that ſ&& 


wherin Plato calleth loue waver, and Ariſtotle termeth anger Breuem 


art meegial 2 aan wn 6. by &6 owneallowaunce, is Cos For- 
e 


titudinis,the whetſtone of va of magnanimitie. Whereupon I 
darg and will defendezin deſpight of this ſtraunge Paradoxe(which bea 
reth it ſelfe boldely ypon the credite of ſome grauc Philoſophers) that 
as nothing is more repugnaunt to skill then ignoraunce, to truth then 
falſhode,to light then darkenelle,in reſpet whereof, the Prophet cur- 
aw boraky? _ maſ wacky for an other: ſo raomey, 4 oh bee more op: 
to diſcretion then diſtemper ,to prophe 1 furye, leauinge 
Noſe light heades, to. the ſmart and | t of theyr owne groſle 
ouerſight, which are ſo ſimple and fo childiſh as to thinke, that rauing 
Caſlandra coulde difcerne more certainly in hir traunce,what ſhoul! 
to the ſtate ; then Priam by the indgement and. conceite of hys 
eſt counſailours, | ; | | 
There is no doubt, but the doftrine and diſcourſe of traunces, where 
inthe ſoule is in a forte abſtracted fro the body was deduQted fr6 the 


ſchoole of Mahomet, and of Auicenne one of the chiefe Rabbies of © 


his Snnagoge,who writeth wonders about this poynte $toconceale 
and ſhad Dove the biferace of theyr high Propher , whom it pleaſed 
God to ſtrike withthe Falling 6 eneſle, for a puniſhment of his moſt 
execrable blaſph alt the onely ſonne of the lyning God and 


emies,agai: 


hys everlaſting kingdome . Icoulde co ere the ſtraunge attempte of 
P 


that dizzie Damſcll, whom diuers calle, the holy.mayde of Kent, and 
of the greater part of Annabaprtiſtes at thys dry in Germanie , and of 
ſome other nerer hande , who finding themſclues veterly confounded, 
and theyr doQtrine put to flight by the word of God,deuile theſe vailes - 

fu auditours.But of this more ſhal- 
be ſpoken,in a place no lefle conuenjent and firefor the purpoſe, - 


Oncerninge Dreames , . whych is an other loope whereby the 
Prophets take their light $I necded not to fpeake or ytter much 
J conſidering the very name ofa dreame, giuerh fo playn a check 
to the profeſſion of truth 7 were ir nor that ſundry perſons, of 
the wiſer and more learned forte , haue ſauored in thys poynt a greate ; 
deale too much , of the rules and groundeg of friuolous philoſophye. - 
For who is able to excuſe theyr ouerfight , which gyue no lefle credite 
vnep fleepe, thenif it were gn Oracle of truerh? belecue the = 
which - : 
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of ſitpoſed prophecies, | 
which were deiefted with proude Lucifer for pride , to flicker vpand 
 downe lyke ſcoutes that watch for our, defence , and to miſtake the 
ſhaddowes of the wg whick laſt a0 lopger then the print of our faces 
tn aglaſle,for the tables of diuine intelligence. O homo quo te confe- 
res, &c2 O man, faith Bernard, whether wilt thou goe? When ynder cue- 
ty ſtone , which thou deuiſeſt to-remooue by the ſtratageres of thyne 

. aſpiring witte,leepes a Scorpion ?- Bur to remoue this obiett of decpe 

. ſcandale and offence, out of the Kinges high waye , whereif both wie 

men and fooles muſt walke alyke, as the Sunpe ſhineth both ypponithe 

juſt and vniuſt, ſo long as they continew in this world : I finde no bee- 
ter meane,theu by battering the bulwarkes of defence , which certaine 
learned men haue reared anderected in the fort of Nleepe, againſt the 
ſhore of prouidence , Thus ſhall-we certainlie drive Sathan, to giue vp 
| one of his ſtrongeſt holdes , and warelie rebate that edge of errour : 
whereby the wicked ſceke to ſcrape the marke or feale out of our fore- 
heads, which was imprinted by the ſacrament of regeneration. _ 
Firſt therefore, to encounter with theyr greateſt patroneafid protec-. 
tour Plato, where he dealeth moſt 'dyrectlic in the cauſe :. wee are to 
note, how many ſundrie circumſtances muſt concurre about a dreame, 
according to therules of his owne preſcript , before wecan afſure ovr 

{clues of any certaine truth by ſo lyght an image . For firſt,the brutiſh 
part of man muſt leepe, whyle reaſon is moſt bufie at her worke. Then 

. muſt the diet, which-we take before our fleepe; be tempered and quali- 

. fied in fo ſtrate ameane :. as neyther.it abound.one ounce toTend 
fumes,nor want onedramme to diſable nature,and which is moſt hat 
of all : ourphanſie muſt be Tanquam raſa tabula., add abſolutelie free 

from any print of the dayes imagination, Theſe circumſtaunces, ioig- 

| "7, of hermonie : it is not enpoflible, 


- 


--_ 


ning and concurring ina k1 
Goth the great Philalppher, for the reaſonablg part of man to.diſcouer 
in adreame, 3 wii dv i' ot 5 pryareesy @ vrery 2» peldcorrer , ſecretes which 
hee neuer knewe before,  totiching matters preſent, paſt or 
future, which maketh in no.more for this purpoſe, then if he 
ſhould haue ſayde, that ſo long as men haucalterable bodies , and be- 
fide, ſuch mindes as are noel ſubie& tq paſſion and diſtemper, then 
the ſeas are to,winde and torme:3t is not pollible for any, Lumine na- 
eurali,by the lyght of aature , tot. downe ſo certayne or dyrect a rule, 
eoncerning thinges to come: but the fame will fayle more often then 
it comes to paſle,and procure tothole,that eemeto relye thereon, ten 
diſgraces for one fauour, ,. TO” fy h os hae: | 

' But ſuch was ha xd ro.man,as hauin g made him uapertopey 

, imagined his plotte to be diſgr al- 


, 


a lytle world within himf | 
togither, vnleſſe he would picke out a, prouidence beſide the prout- 
a 


. denge of God: whereby the world, and thangs in the ſame,arc oucr- 
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A defenſatiue again? the poyſon 
ruled . By howe much neerer to the trueth drawes Ariſtotle, in ſetting 


downe this certayne ground , Coputont modum, ſequi modum rei 
cognoſcentis , that the limittes of our knowledge, muſt be correſpon- 


_ dent to the ſtrength of the thing which dooth conceyue: according ro 


that warrant of the written word , Corpus quod corcumpitur aggrauat 


animam,, the body which is corruptible, maketh the ſoule beauy, &c. 
Saint Thomas reaſons very ſubtilly about this poynt, and prooues, that 
fince the reaſonable ſoule of man hath his beeing, whyle hee lyuerh 
in Materia corporali : fo naturally it knowes and vnderſtandes no 
moregthen hath Formam in materia, vt pro huiuſmodi cognoſci poſſir, 
ſuch a forme imprinted in the matter,as by the ſame it may be ſenſibly 
conceined _ X 

Another writer of that crew , condemneth all kindes of prefuming. 


and diuining vppon lyght of dreames , by this ſtrong inference , that if 


feepe were a meane to diſcouer and retteale thinges to come : then, by 
hoy much deeper and profounder the fleepes were, in reſpe&t the rea- 
ſonable ſoule ,. ſhould be further ſequeſtred and eftraunged from the 


' ſence : by ſo much ſhould the dreames and things,diſcouered by them 


Luk.$. 524 


Matt 2:2, 32- 


Ariſtotle.de 
diuin. per. 
infom. 


be more aſſured, but on the other fide we finde by manifeſt examples, 
that more weighty matters have beene reuealed in a lamber, then (as 
wecall it)in dead ſleepe:therfore cannot dreames be holden & accoun- 
ted Oracles of Prophecie; And wheras ſome would make good & for- 
tifie this argament, by ſuppoſing ſuch a kinde of Miber ,as neyther lea- 
ueth phanrafien or vnderſtiding in any ſtrength of a&t:I wyll giue care 
when they can yecld and inſtaunce of any ſuch, excepting our death, in 
which plight I take the Centurions daughter to haue beene, of whome 
our ſauiour Chriſt ſayd in the Goſpell : Non mortua eft , ſed dormitr, 
ſhe is notdead burleepeth,% againe: Non eft Deus mortuorum ſed vi- 
uorum,he 1s not the God of the dead, but of the lyuing, Furthermore, 


to the knowledge of all thinges , eyther ſenſible or tobe vnderſtoode, 


n 

two thinges are required , ER Receptio rei cognite, the receiuin 

of the thin -which is knowne, ' and" then, amy ta, the 
iudgement thereof when it is receyued : wherevppon I gather, that al - 
beit ſequeſtration from the ſenſes may be fayde, to fortifie our facul- 
ties in recceiuing this ſtraunge kinde of propheticall intelligence :- yet- 
ithynders our abiliy to iudge, becauſe, fayth rhe Philoſopher , it is nor- 
poſſible to judge ; Ni! reſolitione fafta an confonet ſenſibilibus. 
withour making firſt a refolution,ahd;as it were,a compariſon whether 
thoſe conceites,agree with thinges ſubie&to the ſenſes . n- 
himſclfe was forced to confeſſe,, that irwas'a point aboue the pitch of 
our capacitie : ro gefſe or ret heel chaunce in tywe to 
come,to thoſe thatliue as farte hence as the pyllers of Hercules or Bo- 
rilthenes,. NG Op ION PETE TIONG. | $a 
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of ſuppoſed arapheoles | 


His reaſons againſt this kinde of diuining aretheſe, firſt, it is not 
graunted to the wiſeſt and beſtſorr of men , bur to the vulgare multy- 
tude : becauſe their heades are lefle perplexed and diſtrafted with great 
matters, which were,ſayth he,agaioſt the maicſtic of God, Secondlie,- 
for thar dreames happen not onelie ynto men, bur ynto babes : as ap- 
peareth by their __ their ſleep, and beſide to beaſtes which are 
voyde of reaſon, and thirdly , becaule no-certayne humour ſtandes in 
phantaſie, bur howſoeuer it be bent , inclyned or diſpoſed for the tyme, 
if any ſtronger fume aryſethen that, from whence the lyght whereby 
we ought to indge ſhould haue taken his beame-, Non ſequetur id cu- 

1us erat ſignificatio,, that followes not which before was ſignified. 


The ſcriptures teach, that the fleepe of thoſe which keepe the lawes of Pro.3.34.' 


Godand lyue in his feare, ſhall be ſweete/: but no word of revelation, 


ſo faith faint Gregorie, Cogitationes (anctiores delectabiliora ſequun- Grego. in 


tur ſomnia,. More delyghtfull dreames followe after holy thoughtes 

and cogirarions :o Balned wiſheth all good men and nk gn: fall 2k 
on fleepe. with a ſweete meditation , vppon the death and merites of 
Chriſt Teſus, that where they left, they may begin againe in the mor- 


ence. 
The ground of all this confidence in dreames, is a certayne ſuppoſiti- 
on,that the ſoule of man is not immortall onelic: but in a ſort ter lippe 
out of the boſome of alimighty G O D, and from the firſt beginoing, 
prompted and inſpyred with the knowledge of his holy wyll , wht: 
dreame,not onelic men of learning haue refuted by their workes : but 
our ſelues are able to controule by gencrall experience, for who ſees 
not,howe long our humaine reaſon lurketh vnder vayles of ignorance, 
lyke fire ima flint ? and bothe encreaſeth and appayreth with the ſtate 
and ſtrength of the body, For if the body be the priſon, and the ſenſes 
manicles and fetters of the ſoule : howe comes it to paſſe thar young 
infaunts,whoſe ſetiſes are lefle ſtrong then ours, who ſleepe much more 
then we, which are nor overtaken with the ſcoutes of wanton and inor- 
dinate defires, and' whoſe lines in puritie drawe neerer to the perfite 
rule,not onely vnderftand much leſſe then wee : but in effect nothing. 
They that fauour dreames;are woont to preſſe vs sarneſtlie, to declare 
a reaſon of the difference, why the ſoule ſhould not as well prognoſti- 
cate and prophecie,when the ſenſes are ſhutte vp/by ſleepe : as blinde- 
men haue the deepeſt and moſt perfite memorics > Whereynto I, auns - 
kvere,that albeit men, whoſe inward ſenſes are not drawne any, by va- 
rities obieed to the fight, according to-that common prouerbe,, Vis. 
ynita fortior': may cauſe'vs to retayne more ſedfaſtly what wee baue 
heard,yetthis prooues not, that we ſhould ayme at matrers. which we 
neuter heardandials vpon'vsto diſcouer future A” ME which neuer 
| 11}, came 
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Plato,caſteth on 


« 


etc. Forasthe ſoule is alienated oreſtr: 

| outward or the inward ſenſes, whyle it reſteth inthe 
- ſent of all Philoſophersithe firſt may-proceede, A ſomno, a vehementi 
jone mentis,a morbo,a dzmone,&c. from ſleepe, 
paſſion, too great trauell and agitation of the minde ,. from 
from the deuill : whome the Paynimes called, Jaywma,s 
man be ſs ſimple, asto ſeeke for fu. 
the minde.in-this 


. paſhoneab 


fickeneſſe,and 

: ſpirite or familiar,&c. And ifa 

. ture knowledge by diſtemper 
hath beene alwaies rather taken for the ſeate of ſou 

. call ro minde ,-thatAriſtorlecomparesthe-minde to water , which-4f 

. you trouble once,cannot repreſent any ce 

anything,no more then a man that is pore b 

| of colours. 

-Againſtthis firſt it is obieted our of Ariſtotle, in the 
ther raſhlie to contemae ,-nor ſuperſtitioullic to -giue credite ynro 
dreames,a notable aufthority,as-ſome will zudge, to prooue that there 

by dreames';{o that the ſame be taken as it ought, 

.and not abuſed by temeritic , But no man'is ſo fitte in veric deede , to 

_  explicate the meaning of that place,as the Philoſopher himſelfe : who 

in that veric booke, and lykewiſe in his bookes De anima , declares 

expertPhiſitions are of the minde , thar 


of 


'd 


14a kinde of 1 


that the beſt learned and moſt 
heedfull obſeruation.of.ſuch dreames as 
. verie much rothe i 
' mour which cauſeth theyr infirmitie. No mandenics, but dreames gi 


4 defenſatine-againit the poyſon 

- came within: the ſence : much lefle inthe. phaotaſie, 

. ourvnderſtanding_ . - Cicero, to confirme thedoQrine of his maiſter 

ce agaive about to prooue,that the gods 

. wyllinglie, Cum dormientibus , -with-men whyle 
hich | wyll not ſticke to graunt , ſo thatir maybe ly 

and confeſſed vnto tnee;that thoſe veric gods of wheme he ſpeaketh in 


= 


inſomnia : that he would hau 


and leaft of all in 


conterre moſt 
are in leepe 


viſe 


. that place, were Dzmonia deuilles. , according tothe ſentence of the 
Proph ed,cyther fromthe 


y . ſo by con- 


) let 


ape or fimilitude-of 
Om_ afarre off 


beginning of 


e men ne1l- 


warninges of the pride or weakenefle,of all humours which i 


body 


. ons, which happen 
_23almoſt are able toput downe the 
- outward and inward , are ſo diuerſely diftraed and deuided,, 


cane of obicttes catercurring too and 


| ſe the ſmalle 
whenthe ſenſes are tyed 
at caſe;) inſomuch as 
- Fweetiſhe taſte of fl 
daye,and if one knocke at | 
. playe,we take itfor a full conſort of mulicke, &c. » Whereas the mori- 
and beryde vs in-theday , muſt eyther be ſo. violent, 
ſence, :orelſethe faculties bothe 


doore,we | 


0., axit.ismoſt ha 


{ motions that nature can put foorth or offer, 


vp, lyke the barking cares of Cholcer , are fe!t 
many 1n theyr ſleepe,-layth Ariſtotle , finde that 
which .no man feeles by 


cof thunder, if one man 


by 
ide 


ſettle 


ſerrle ypon' any fingle 
ming on atyme, that 
wherevppon forthwith ; "the ſmall of his = was turned into whyte 
marble ;deceaſed within a whyle after of a © « Whoſces not by 
this plaine example , that recourſe of wareriſh humours to the weakeſt 
coy » had midea certayne coldnefle and ſtyfneile in the place , which 

the party felt more eafily in ſleepe, for the reaſo which I hauc before de 
clarcd , Another dreaming,thar hee fwime againſt a bloody ſtreame: 
was cured of a plutifie. The third, that he all in bo lyke 
Hercules furens,vp6 a ſtage: fel thevery next yintoa burning Ague. 

Tris reported furthermore by Diodorus my 2a that aScithian drea- 
ming that the greate God of phiſicke Aſculapins, had drawen the noy- 
ſome humours of his body to one certaine place or heade: oo mages 
ned within a while,to lannch a feſtered and moſt-dangerousim 


pn minp rabies Onedrea- 
pped into.a pytte'of water; 


of moſt filthy matter , not that the'dreames were cauſes of nicks 
dies,bur ſignes and tokens of the poyſon *; which began to mooue and 
tire within the vaynes, and wout the parties alch, if it were 


not prevented in n good time with convenient order and aduiſe of lears 
ning.No'man can-account all theſe thinges meerely future ,- which ap- 
peare to men of skill by the fluxe of humors , and therefore thus muſte 
Ariſtotle be rightly ynderſtoode, where he ſeemeth to defende the pro- 
babilities ofdreames,ſo farre as men eſteeme them fignes of a9 1 
or diſtempers wrought by nature in the _ _ r divers nowe 
S vppon contempt or ſcrupoloſi tie; ll regarde, for 
wiſe the text of the Philoſophir is cleere an eabdhit inough,wher 
he ſerteth downe this rule or principle to be conſidered of all ; Nullam 
cauſam conſentanam cernere qua cueniat,id denique Facit vtnulla eius 
firauthoritas,to ſee no likely reaſon, why > thinges wen are 

returar ener wartantant ing $yragcnyge :is incffeta , asif 
we ſhould acknowledge that they are 0 ts weight or oy .I mers 
uxile hat none of the deſenderr of the tocth of drwtmes'; all aledgetha 
paſſage, wherein melancholye men are called by the fame philofopher 
'oefoyeipes, nor becauſe theyr dreames are more certaine” then the reſte:” 
but becauſe dayly meditations are more generall, more firme& - 
durable,and lefle ſubiefto the fumes of fancy. Forenen as Gamſters,” 
which contende ropalr often times,at length obraine the price, and 
there is no man,ſayth Cicero, Qui toto dic iaculans, aliquando non 
collimet, whic'y beating the marke all the day ; trikerh not the clowte 
— ſofalles it out, that melancholie des Quod multis vari- 


motibus agirantur terum futurarum euentus conjjciunt-et afle-. 


quicne ,  beeau aretolſed and perplixed with mavy and dyuers 
Moti wer much por! relaris light happily ſomerimes 


repoo the Week o furure. 
gelle her K.4. . I youiche 


p ; #2 
#0 49:1 

na by F. refs 
FP 


: : 
Fg 3 ey» . 
| Re DE ex 3 OP 
x, WOS IR. 7 q * SETS ond 
Hon Os APE Drs IA SEL. 


De deuin ' 
per Inſam, * 


$, &* Wy ER oo a; wah *; 2” . . 
* Tj OL dh WW '/ FSE5, $i, f Pl ” q 
CINTY. ps #86 RE bf of by" _ = £E2Þ 
2 FO RE, 5:4, 4 #2] 
Es 5 
OP ST RE 


; + ky 14 A defenſatine azaint the poyon 

[18  Ivouche thevery text of Ariſtorle himſclfe , the ratherto deprive 
N09 ; them of theyr greatcſt countenaunce, which in deſpi t of learning and 
10995 : true knowledge,wreſt the iudgenent of theyr author to the defence of 
28 vw theyr follye : others that wade deeper in this Poole, attempt to fortefie 
14060 the credite of the Paradoxe,by fayning and ſuppoſing, that it was the 
4 "EY / purpoſe and the prouidence of God,to breede fo ſtreight affinitye and 
6 | | je , far Fre betweene oge thinge and an other, from the firſt beginninge 
183; of the worlde-: as by perfete knowledge of the qualities and nature of 
| IH the ſimples,men-mighr gyue a co. at thinges to come,as tuned in one 
i Thy they, and one aunſweryng an other.with onekynd-of harmonie , Bur 
| 48 .whocanlende his eares to ſuch-yaine tales , as-carry colloure without 

4p wr! | .weight,and veer __ mares | Ponds | wy | 
vs. | ' Todreame of the yolke of an egge importeth golde , it you lyſt to 
ri *belecue kveomadpres: and why ornthie then a Chicken ,. wherevnto 
| | that yolke by courſe of kynd ſhould haue'beene ringed > Whyſhould 
| N Areames of water portende troubles ? if theyr reaſon be , *becauſe that 
#H clement is moſte ſubieQe of all orhexito the wynde: it ſhoulde rather 
pk +bringe goodlucke, becauſe we ſee, that the moſt happy fortunes of thys 
; if | | ye ye moſt open tothe ſtroke of emulation , I could fay the lyke of 
ol falling of the ſalte,mceting with a deade corpſe in a morning , drea- 


1/008 -ming of fyer;loſle of teeth, of drowning, ſwinging in the ayre, walk- 
RU ing in aclowde;with a thouſand wei, v7" for a time encomber and 


" when he created both the worlde and vs: nor experience by tracte of 

| - hath founde it out ', .nor knowledge of the fimples by long ſtud- 
©1508 tie, hath reuealed it,nor Paracelſus by the diſtifatios of his Limebecke 
hath approouedit. | | | | 

: "8 - Tknowethatſometake great aduauntage for the proofe of this con- 
109 | <ccite,vppon the wordes of Ioſeph to the Butler, when hetooke in hande 
+\þ48 to expounde his dreame.T'res propagines tres adhuc dies ſunt,By three 
MN OK Gen.40, 12, braunches are ſignified three dayes,as-if theſe imples hadde a kinde of 
4+ (ls Kindred or-conſent betweene them ſelues : butthere is no queſtion, bur 
| iN :the ſame God which inſpyred Ioſeph with the gyft of interpretation, as 
Þ appearcthr by that ſentence, Nun quid non dei eſt interpretatio,cometh 
$9008 | not interpretation from God : conucied the dreame into the Butlers 
"46,208 headelikewiſe , asa ready meane to rayſe and to aduauncethe credite 
Wt of his miniſter,and therefore it were vayne to level groundes of nature 
WW ik: dy the gift of grace, or to make the priuiledge of ſome one particuler,a 
ml Aiſpenſatis for the craft of many.So many as are fearcfull with $ Paule, 
£0 wade more deepely in the Poole of prouidence, then they-finde the 

groundes 


nn | diſturbe the phantafie with feare : but hane no more coherence or affi- 
| ba fg  _ -nitie by nature with thoſe ſtraunge effetes, which are aſcribed to thera 
i B48 :by the vulgare forte: then Germaineslippes that mette notby a fad. 
8 dome: For aeyther God himſelfe gaue any light of this ſtreight lincke, 
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ndes of vnderſtandinge firme and ſtedfaſte ynder foote : may not 
reaſons cvlled out of learned wryters , for confining dreames:to 
that precin&,which eyther nature in her order doth appoynt, or God 
by warraunt hath liſhed, _ -- | | 
-* Fyrſt: therefore we may gather by the ſlighte forgetting of our 
dreames,thattheyr print is ſhallowe.Secondly, no man of iudgement 
will make choiſe of fanciefor his guide, rather then aduiſe and mature 


| —- ordinarie grace, or put on a maske that hath beeve, is, and eucr 


as diverſity in drear 
for euerie prating iacke to controwle the magiſtrate, yppon-pretence of 


Ais auCthor eſt Deus, ſed pacis, For God is not the aucthor of diflencis | ©. 4-33 


and ſtrife, but of peace and vnitie. Eyghtly we ſee, that whereas God.is 
truth, &-inſpireth men with no kind of F991 WI ſuch as isin 
all Foun aunſverableeo the glorie of himſclfe: the phantaſies of fleepe 
withdrawe mens mindes, not onlie from the courſe of duety, but from 
the rule of vertue. Ninthly, we ſcorne diſcouery by dreames,becaule 
there is no direCtorie rule of diſtinguiſhing, between the certayne and 
the friuolous. Tenthlie,bctauſe God hath ener had, more apt and able 
meanes of diſcouering his wyll, then by breathing on the bolſter, 
as theſtall-fedde Epicure was woont to ſpeake in ſcorne, orattending 
in the cabinette , we cannot''value them.in generall for -groundes of 
trueth,withour detrafting from the ſacred maicſtie . And laſt of all, it 
werea wilfull ouerſight to meaſure truth by the lyne of imagination. 
When Lotte was fo farre ouercome , with the fames of wyne and 


leepe togither , as hee coulde not diſcerne the lawleſle enterpryſe GED-19. 30, 


of hisdeceyued daughters : 1 maruell where that Intelleftus ſem 
agens was, whereofPhiloſophers diſcourſe ſo much? Or where was 
diunitic Rationalis anime, whichvaderſtandes it ſelfe , and'is _ 
942104 Cf) L.}. yoy 
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A defenſatiue again#t the poyſon 
voyde of grace and lyght: if we beleeue olde tales to diſconer mites 
res.  Agine, when Voby , why didhe-not foreſee the daun-. 
ger of the ſiyallowes doung:; which bereft him of hiseye ſight . The 

Math.13.25, S*. Th 
malignaunt man,and wyle Srpent Sathan , ſcattered his tares among: 
the corne in the night : and while the weeders were at reſt; The woolfe 
attenderh ryll the ſheephearde fall to Nleepe , and fox Nlouth beginne to, 

folde his armesrogither . Darknefle hath alwayes beene the deuilles 

* mis, in which reſp<&, the ſacred Scriptures attribute the regiment, 

th#rof « him:for as Calandra noteth fatlic in Euripides i%ppun oparrerue 
{yz ren? Athecfe is alwaies ſtrongeſt and. moſt hardy. in the twilight. 

Mr: 24.44, We were commaunded nor to _ in hope that: God would open ia 
a dreame,what he concealeth in a clowd : but to watch & pray, leaſt we 
might be ſurpriſed on a'ſudden. And Chriſt rebuketh his Diſciples, for, 

Mar.14- 37. theyr drowſinefle before his death , which it is not like he would haue 
doon at ſuch a time, if leepe had been reputed for ſo ſound an Oracle. 

Moreouer it is to be preſumed, thar it any lyght orayme were to'be 

' taken by dreames, thereſhould be one or other ſo expert.by ſtudyi and: 

great lkgonc: in giding the true ſenſe and meaning of the ſame, that; 

men could noterre: but our owne experience, adioygned to the ma-. 

nifeſt examples of Pharao: ;| who ſawe adreame, Cum nemo effet qui- 

_ <diflercr, whenno-man was able to.interprete it,of Baltazar, Nabucho- 

Gene.41.15, gonozer,Herode,&c.” teacheth ys; thateyther we muſt conſtruc by the 
gelles of our owne conceyt or grope & bliider iv the darkytherfore we 
deny, that any lyghr isto be taken by this meane or inſtrunzEt, I know 


0 


that Pharaos butler,called dreames Prafagia futurorumy;-prognoſticaz 
Gen. 41. 12. nds things to.come,but remember <6 was beiked with the 
forcerers of Egype, Anlnfide} or Pagan dreamed;rhat all the Tents of 

lud.7.13. Madian were beaten flat to the ground with a barlie loafe, & his fellow 
tolde him,that hereby was ynderſtoode the-ſwoagd of Gedeon,&c. Bus 
by what analogie bertweene a loafe and a __—_ : lauing that it was: 
the wyll of God , todafill and affright them with this-heauio ſyght, 

to giue them lyght.in this caſe ro theyr owne confuſion , and to dyrect 

his ſeruant Gedeonof ſet purpoſe thyther,to receiue eacouragement & 

hart by the ſhrinking of his enimies,fo thar,our interpretors,can deriug 

no warrant frs a prelident of extraordinarie grace, for the mayntenance 

and firme ſupport of ſuppoled Oracles.T & Iuſtinian thinke,thae 

Ioſeph when he dweltin Egypt, was i ted in the arte. of expoun- 

ding dreames , bur fince we fiade that hedeclared what the reſt could 

not attaine, it prooues his knowledge not to come by rule, but by reue- 

Match.11. Jation.For no man knowes the Father faue the S6ne, nor the S6ne ſaue 
the Father, & to whome the Father hath reuealed it. And therefore they 

were condemned in the councell of Vienna , who thought themſelues 


able to behold he maicſtic of God, Lumine naurali , by the lyght of 


nature. 
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nature; ' Artymonius'an olde' Philoſopher , was of the thinde, as Pſu- 
tarche writes,that after once the ſoule was happilic diſcharged, from the 
weightie clogge of finfull flcthe ;, —_— diſcerne the beauty of it 
ſelfe , but nor ſo long as it were plunged in afloud of kumours, and 
not onely borrowed and deriued: eddowes from the ſenſe, but retey- 
nedin it ſelfe, the print or ſtampe of outward fourmes which it bad 
receyued . For theſe cleare beames of which he treateth, muſt extend 
and ſpreadethemfſelues beyond the reach of any miſty clowde , and nor 
be lymitted, confined orreſtraynedto the formall obie&,whereyppon 
the ſenſes houer;  AﬀeQus enim'& perturbatioves, &c, 'For well maye 
wee moderate and brydle , the lawlefſe and vntamed paſſions of our 
minde;ſayth ſaint Hierome,while we dwell in this tabernacle of carthz 
but we carinot altogither cuttethem off, for whatſoeuer was inflicted 
by the fall of Adam as a puniſhment of finne, remayneth ; as ſaint Au- 
rtine writes, fince our delyucraunce' from hell by the merites of the 
nd Adam;asan exerciſe of vertue, according to that rule of Paule, 
Virtusin infirmitate perfecitur , Verrue is made perfe&t;and as it were, 2, 
full ſummed in infirmitic : and where there is no ſtrife, can be no.con- 
queſt, Oquoties egoipſe,&c.O how often hath it chaunced tomy ſelfe, 
ſayth ſaint Hierome , lyuing in the wylderneſle beſide all hauntes of 
wanton games ,' —_ wor, & 


d with theraging beames of the Sunne, :Hicrom. ad 


rather gjuing an edge thenfull atiſfationto hunger, with drie rootes, Dewer, 


drincking no kinde of licqour but coldewater from the fountayne, 
waxing pale with abſtinence , and-ſo often as flecpe ouenooke mee, 
ſpreading my weake and wearie bones. yppon the bare and naked 
ond, &c. How often hath it chaunced vnto me, fayth he,notwithſtan- 
ng all theſe ordinarie meanes to brydle & reprgile the pride of fleſh, 
Vr mens zſtuaret in frigido corpore, that appetite beganne to -rage in 
my coldeand waſted bydy,according'to-that-rext of Paule , :Video le- 
gemaliam in membris meis,&c.I ſee anotherJawe in my members,re- 
ugning againſt the we of my minde,and againe , Non quod yolo 
num,ſed quod nolo malum facio, Ido not that good which I would, 
but that euyll which I would nor, &c, Therefore I my ſelfe with the 
minde,ſerue the lawe of God , bur with my fleſh, the lawe of finne;&c. 
And albeit happily the outward man were martified , ſayth Hzerome: 
yetthe ſparkes of luſt and appetite, began to kindle and reviue in ſuch 
a raging ſort , asIcould fee no remedy:but by ſhedding a mayne 
floud of tcares,and dayly beating on my breaſt with praiers vnto God, 
the ſearcher of mans heart and reynes, tyll atthe length my God rebu- 
King all the ſtormic windes,and byllowes of concupiſcence , a milde 
and quiet calme returned. Pony 
| Nowlet vs gefſe;how daungerouſly the ſandy buildings of our yn- 
perfeftworkes are lyketo be ſPaken in this lyfe , and how-wnlyke " : 
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So AEv-- po Pon” © DOT 


; #4 if A acfenſatine again? the poyſon 

4h ; ll that heaucaly wiſedome ſhould lodge or harbor in our wanton minds, 

$i: when bleſſed Ierome , who ſcant lefte any matter whereyppon concu- 
[98 piſcence might feede , was not fres from the batterie. «.- Might it nor. 

4 ib ſeeme verie ſtraunge , that men ſhould buyld vpon the ſhaddowes of a 

T9184 dreame, which eyther leaucs no print ar all , or ſuch a one,as remaynes: 

4881-14." no lenger then that of an arrowe in the ayre, of a Whale vpon a quicke 

' {78 ſand, or of aſhipin the water, whenour waking cogitations areſo di-- 


uerſe light and murable ,/as almoſt euery moment repreſenteth a newe 
 lyking . Beſydes,we cannot reade that euer any man of witte or iudge- 
ment,durſt attempr to ſer vp.the reſt of any famous enterpriſe; vpon the: 
reſolutis of a dreame: which prooues that it neither carries weight nor 
certaintie» For God would not haue his diſcoucries ſet foorth , with a 
penſil of prerence in a groiid of fancie : but ingrauen intables of white 
marblewith a point of diamond. 
Againe,though ſome thinges ſhould fall out, according to the _—_ x 
whit we deſcry by dreames : who can determine, thar this knowle ge 
. F rather comes by natiue or inſpyred vertue then by chaunce ? orifby 
vertue,yet ſince our bad angell, is more often bufie with ys in a dream: 
then our good, as appeareth by the manifold il]ufions,” which deceiue 
vs mightely in our fleepe (ſometimes caufing hope without rewarde, 
and ſometimes feare without offence ) who can deliuer any certaine: 
note or marke, whereby we may be ſare at all rimes to diſtinguiſh one 
from an orher ? For Sathan can tranſtourme himſelf into the figure of 
an angell, Befideztheyr ambiguitie is {uch,as I belecue: wyth Cicero :- 
this gyft to bee but Hominum acumen conieRuras huc atque illuc du- 
centium, the pregnaunt quicknefle and ſharpneſle of mennes grooms: 
lying ſhiftiogggd tgaſpoteg theyr conieCtures off and on, vpon the 
>. re/emblaunce or ſimilitude. For proofe heereof,it ſhall nor be be- 
{ide the purpoſe, ro examine certaine of the rareſt and moſt probable 
that are recorded inthe ſtories. | LAY : 
Two men that ſhould contende in gaming at Olimpus, dreamed, as 
it fell outzin one inſtant: that they weredrawen by four ſwifte courſ- 
ers ina Chariot : whereupon, they both repayred to a Prophet of their 
owne acquaintaunce, for ſome light before hand, what their lucke ſhold- 
bein tryall of the wager. The Prophet craftely conſidering, that euen as 
of two contradictory propoitions,it is not poſitble thar both ſhonlde 
be true, no more was it this both theſe ranners ſhould haue good ſuc-: 
celſe : thought. beſt ro make his profite of them both, by the cunning of 
hys owne deuiſe and ſlye ſhift in aunſwering, till proofe might affoorde: 
hin ſo much credite by the gayne of one, as diſgrace by the dammage' 
of 2n other. To the firſt therefore he gaue great encouragemet, to hope: 
and comfort that he ſhould preuaile : becaule foure hortes,repreſenting. 


10 a figure the Teame of Phzbus,could not but import aſſured Ro 


2.Cor.11,14 


M—— %A Dake 64, 
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The ſecond he diſcoraged with feare, becauſe albeit foure horſes ran be + 
fore yerhimſelfe was laſt of all,yhicrimported that be ſhould Lee caſte 
behynde;and forgoethewager.. nt bs nd nn ann 

Onetolde Vitellius:,/ that the circles which appeared/in a runninge 
ſtreame like crownes, were abodesof Empire, others put in a counter+ 
- plea,that becauſgrhole circles roſe in water, which by nature is vnſteddy 
and vn(are : eyther rhys good fortune ſhoulde not chaunce- atall , or 
though it did, yet ſhould it not be durable. One dreaming ouer nighte 
before he ſhould xrunne 16-94. "1eATS he was an Eagle., metre wyth 
one interpreter ,, who concluded heerevpon:: that becauſe an-Eagle-was 
the Prince-and leader of all byrdes, he ſhould preuaile,” an'other,tooke 
not ſo great holdevppon the qualityeand kynde of the bixde-, whych 
ſhowes a corage to attempt; as of his place in coming after all the flock: 
which declares a kynde of heauy mettle with want of agilitie. A certayne 
woman very deſirous to bring foorth-a chylde, dreamed in a night that 
herwombe was ſcaled by the gods , 'wherevpor;as one affrighted ve; 
rie ſore with this heauy figne, the-repayredto the Prophets for theyr o- 
pinions in the matter.Some held, that by the ſeale,a ſecrete let,impedi+ 
ment & barre in nature was emplied, fo that it was not poſſible for her 
to conceiue , but other Do&tors were of the minde, that ſhe had conce- 
ned,& was ſped already before the dreame, becauſe the maner is nor to 


make ſtore ofa ſhad low, nor to ſeale anything that is 'yoyd or empric.. 


Hamilcar at the ſiedge of Syracuſe dreamed, thar the next night af- 
ter he ſhould ſippe within the towne.as in verie. deed he dyd : thougi, 


not as a Prince, which he beleeued, bitras/a priſoner, which was furtheſt. 


from his imagination. . In lyke fort, Anniball, before tlic breach of 
league and ouerture of warre with Rome, ſuppoſed in his fleepe, that in 


a generall aſlemblie of all the gods (whereat im(clfe was preſent as be 


_—_ was appointed by the reſt to guide him in this enterpriſe, 
which emptie ſhaddow breathed fo great fprite & corage into the man : 
as he neuerceaſed to picke quarrelles, and to noutiſh hatred betweene 
thoſe ſtares, tyll God, who 1s the ſoundelſt and ſincereſt iudge of equi- 
tie, depriued him bothe of lyfe and honour , and therefore was it well 
fayde by Salomon : Sicut earbones ad prunas & ligna ad i1gnem, fit ho- 
mo iracundus ſuſcitat rixas . A certayne man called Eudemus, beeing 
warranted by diuerſe of the beſt expoſitours of dreames , during the 


Pro.26 21. 


tyme of his exile, thatafter fiue yeeres he ſhould returne home to his. 


natiue ſoyle with great honour, dycdat the flue yeercs ende in Syra- 
cuſe,wherewith the Do@ours beeing greatlic mooued and amated on 
the ſuddiine, could deuiſe no better ſhifte to ridde themſc]ues out of 
this brake,and with all to ſupport the credite of theyr facultie , then by 
diſtinguiſhing betweene the manner of returnes 2 for as well fnay they 


be ſayde;Redure ad terram-propriam, which reſoluc into duſt and aſhes, 
. | L.1ij. from 
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A defenſative againi# the poyor 
from whence at eſh dooth:come by courſe of kinde : as they that are 
reſtored to:theyr natiue countrey, Ve enitn mens cuiuſque is eſt quiſ+ 
que, foras the minde ofeuery man is, ſuch is himſelfe, and as for rhis 
_elone of earth; which we reueſt-ſo carefully, with thecoloursand dil- 
guiſed plumes of pride: it hath doone, dooth and ever ſhall, reſolue to 
nothing .” A citizen of Rome,atſuch time as that pollicie was at tlie 
cheefeſt height, eyther dreamed indeede, or rather faigned as 1 thinke 
to dreame, Cedhetocks walles of the cittie were tepayred with ſome 
dillipence ; the; Towne would be brought ere it were long into: grear 
icopardy,and no maruell;fince the walles of any Towne of warre are e- 
ſeemed as the ſtrongeſt garde , and Rome wanted nor great enimics; 
which were bothe vigilant & defirous toſpit lyght at anarrow loope 
& to make their profit of the:r neighbors negligence. Wherfore I tan» 
nor otherwiſe conceiue, butthar ſome cunning tellow,finding the ma» 
giſtrates to carelefle of thepublike ſtate, & too much.addifted to their 
priuate gaine , vnder the maske of a dreaming Orade,gaue warning to 
the councell, of theyr cateleſle ouerſight in matters of -moſt moment. 
Againe, who dare giue aſſured truſt or faith to dreames, when they that 
eyther value or eſteeme them beſt, or rakevpon thenxto be ſharpeſt, in 
_ expounding their moſt intricate and darke conceites, are glad to drawe 
their geſles, nor from the ſignes themſelues, but from their contraries, 
. a5 if a man would rakeblackefor white, or learne the way.to Barwicke 
by counting the myles to Douen For though the {triateſt rule be Indix 
obliqui,as Philoſophers doo teach, it is by-meaſure and-re[ation,nor by 
forewarning or diſcouery, for God yſcth not to reucalc his ſecrete pur- 
poſes info ſtraunge 4 maner. lt is no patcell of his meaning, that wher- 
ſoeuer any of his Prophers warrant and affirme, we ſhould cauil and de- 
nie, for this engine were able of it ſelfe alone, to ſhake the frame of all 
the Scriptures , 1t is $945 a the Prophertes ſet this ſcreve to ſhad- 
dowe their abſurde & wiltull lyes, for if the thang it {c1fe;in ſuch ſort as 
x is affirmed, take efte& : then dreames muſt be reputed Oracles ; in 
reſpeR of theyr owne welght,if not the thing ir ſelfe, but the direft and 
expreſſe contrariethereof chaunce to come to paſle, dreames notwith- 
ſtanding, muſt be holden 8& belecued to be true by obſeruation,ſo that 
by what glade, or to what thicke ſoeuer the fooliſhe woodcockes take: 
theyr flight : the deuill hath eyrher a cockſhoote ready,or a ſprindge,or 
abowe to mecte with them . Laſt of all;itis moſt cuideat ro all men 
that take holde or ayme by dreanics, that for the moſt part, eyther they: 
flowe from the nightes diſteraper,or the dayes imagination; For as we 
ſee, that barges which are forced by the ſtrength of oares, haue akinde 
of gate or ſwinge when the ſtroke dooth ceaſe * ſo mindes , which ate: 
fore laboured andryred with deuiſe and traverſe of the brayne by day, 
zetayne a certayne Rampe and deepe impreſſion therof, which js _ 
| te 
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| bh. of ſippoſed prophecies. - » 
red, Per vim intelletus,by theforce of vnderftanding/in a ſlumber,and 
as it is not inall poyntes the ſame , becauſe the phantafie wyllhauc a 
flouriſhe in thoſe matters vypon which it takerh-holde : ſo, norwithſtan- 
ding it auayleth not one iotethe lelle , but formeryme by chaunce the 
more,to the finding out of truth;, becauſethe reaſons wherevppon we 
ſettle and refolue, 'atrhe tyme of our commitring'of our (clues torreſt: 


arc in the riormning as they were, and' whatſoeuerryſcth in the-meane 


tyme by ſurcharge,diſcourſe or agitation of the brayne ,.maye be ta- 
Ken or refuſed when we wake agayne,, fo farre'as eyther it diflenteth or 
accordeth with the grounds of reafon, | 5s frag] 
Thus Pylats wife was tormetediin her fleepe, by reaſon:of her muting 
and reuojuing inthe day time(as ſome gather)with her felf, how gree- 


houſe;,' for giuing ſentence againſt tharboly Lambe-, who inrefj 


Math.27.19. 


uouſlie the plagues of GOD would lyght ypon her hushand and her - 
& 


bimſelfe, was altogither voyde and free fromfitine,, was fitteſt of 
ther tobe offered, as afull ; ſufficient and moſt acceprable facrifice for 
the ſinnes of all the world,not of the Iewes onelie .' I an not ignorant, 
that others derine this dreame of Pylates wife, from an inſpiration of 
God, &c: Againſt which ſenſe; alchough my meaning bee not to re- 
ugne or ſtriue, becauſe it may be-raket diuerlely withour offence , yet 
Fog mine owne part, 1chooſs rather ro-arrayne.herat-the barre of na- 
rure in this caſe , by lyght whereof ſhee-diſcogered the fſinceritie of. 
Chriſt, then toagniſc her asa veſlell, or an inſtrument of extraordi- 
vyarie grace,conſidering,for any thing I reade; ſhee-was no member of 
the Church', nor accounted of in any ſort among rhe godly . Beſide, 
the verie phraſe ir ſelfe,, whereby:thematrer is expreſſed in Saint Mat- 
thew , Tu\\a 'av i'radoy oijeepor Sc, I haue ſuffered many thinges this daye 
in-my lleepe forhim , 'emplyesa kinde of xelation,, Ad-paſſiuum in- 


telleuma, which confiſteth as we knowe,:iIn meris naturalibus; .. But Pal.4.s. 


as[ ſayde, I wylV not ſtande vponthe tearme, becauſe bothe ſenſes may 
be warranted'by reaſon;and according; to that warning of the Prophet ; 
Th cubilibusveſtris compungimini. Ia lyke forte, that wicked leza- 
bel, Domineca;the wite of Valens;dreamed, that God tooke away her 
onely ſonne inthe ſtate of infancte; for a puniſhment of her deſpight- 


Socrat. hiſt, 
lib.4.Ca.21. 


full dealing againſt Gaint'Baſil , - that: good Biſhoppe- ind moſt holye Ioſeph. An- 
confefſour \ loſephus writes, that after Herode had vniuſtly made a+ tiquit. lud, 


way his wife Mariamme (whoſe tytle was much berter tb, the, regiment 
of Paleſtine in verie deede;then his ) ſhe ſeemed euery night to trouble 
and wake himout of fleepe,(o great is the feare and horrour of ablee- 
ding conſcience. 6 | © St 
I knew my felfe a man;& ſo did diverſe other lining at this day,which 
wyll auow the matter to be true, who hauing becna wicked and ſubor- 
ned inſtrument,to bring an innocent,a noble & a loouing maſter _ 
C0 c C9: 
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7 [1 ft | -maiſter,pinched and tormented him by.night in ſuch a wrekefull ſort, 
F200 a8 hecould take no reſt nor eaſe at any tyme. The partie beſought God 
4408 to pardon him ; adioining onely this aduiſe incharitic, that he would 

APR Gil bop epinatilof fone > {carned man, to lake the fornace of 


-2 guiltie conſcience which ſent yp thele frightes and fumes of melan- 
choly fancies to hisi bead , foras the ſoule of him whome he accuſed 


ani 
— — 
\% 
* 


ws wrongfully, wasin the hand of G O D,and free from all diſtempers or 

Pw; EET diſpleaſures that belong to fleſli : ſo-God referued ſtore of mercy for 

| $0 | 4 Tepentaunt mindes, and would not turne his face from any ſinner, that 
WW. . belecuing with a conſtaunt and aſſured hope to be both heardand ca- 

"bt _ ſed,in the name and bythe merites:of his onely ſonne, repayred to the 

EN: -throne'of mercy. {Noamatucan deny but this aduiſe was good, and 

th Auch as might hanecalled home a waſttul! chilce,, that were nor tos 


'farre ſpent and paſt all-grace,butas the ſtayne of bloud wyll ncuer out 
Gen. 4. 13, - of lawne-: ſo doubtlefle that prin ſpirite, which enforced Caine to 
.rore out after he had murdered his - ea o_ ; Mae eſt pique 
| -meaz&c. Mine injquitie is greater then it may rdoned: that draue 
Gen. 4123." Temes to cofelle, that beeolnes ——_ = Vulons ſuum,to the 
wounding of himfelte\,- that vrged-Judas to acknowledge, the due pu- 

Matt.z7. 4.niſhment of betraying 


guiltleſſe bloud , bereit'this wicked cayrife 
lykewiſe of his wittes, in which-ynfortunate and heauwe plight, I am 
enfourmed credibly,thathe deceaſed. Wherevpon we may gather, that 
though God be mercifull and flowe to puniſh, warung and attending 
daylic for amendment of our lives /- yet is he iuſt in plucking vp the 
rootes of fallchood and iniquitie, 

I neede not blotte my paper with confuting theyr conceytes, which 
thinke;that Angelles and fpirites in our fleepe , ſuggelt a certayne kinde 
of knowledge touching thinges rocome :, as Socrates his /4uar is 
ſayde , to havedelyuered great warninges of eps which befcll 
him afterwarde. Theſe are butvayles of miſbeleete, and ſhaddowes of 
bypoctifie : for cythier this intelligence comes from ur good Angell, 
as they callhim,or our bad, If from the good, it is atevelation by the 
ſuffcraunce and wylt of God : and:therefore not to be compriſed with - 
in limitres of an ordinary dreame, If from the bad , a daungeraus. illu- 


ſion to bewitch our ſoules , andrherefore to be ſlunned as the bayte of 

* Seb.1.14 a deuouring enimie/The bleſied Angelles are Aerrnpyind mrovunre, mini- 
7-2 ſtring ſpirites, or ſpirites ſent to miniſter for them , which ſhall receiug 
the inheritaunce of ſaluation : and no further $i to the ſecrete pur- 

oſcs of G'O D, as appeareth by the bookes of Efdras : then itpleaſeth 

im to reueale.by fanour. Bur ronching this, ] wiſhe the Reader to ob - 

#erae wharthatl benoted avd diſcourſed heereatrer, when Lcomero the 

; | | | poyar 


©. "of fippoſed propheries. © 


+ poynt ofdiuining by familiirs. ln the meane time we may leartre;thar 
ſince neyther any_dreame bringeth/one and the ſelfe-ſamectfee rodin 7 | 
uerſe perſonnes ; thatare different io qualitie;as appeareth by.the diffe= = 
rence,which Chalcas in Homer, purterh betweene the dreame of Aga 
.memnonand apriunte perſonne (though the (cripturesſet. downe none 
 atall betweene Pharao and Iofepb) nor to the ſelfe-ſame-perſonnes ar 
all rymes, if theyrqualityes or humours be. diſtempered : 4t mighr bee - 
taken for a verie grofle and ſencelefle.ouerfight , to iuſtifie the follyes 
of number by perticular euentes of ſome , for-Plutarch himlelfe,one 
of the beſt Philoſophers of the Pagan ſchoole,cannor deny,Senſus-falli 
animam ſomniare, Thatthe ſoule it ſelfe doothdreame;, by reaſon of 
the fleſhly tabernacle wherein it dwelles,and that the ſenſes are decey- 
ued. Fayne would wg Ereepe into the prouidence of G OD , by ſtrata- 
mes of witte, but it will not be;for the boundes and limittes of mans 
poſiibilitie, were ſet before his ſubſtaunce were created: « And albeit all 
_ expoſitours of dreames abule, yer is it-truly- found. by Cicero : Non 
tantam efle illorum.infeelicitatem, &c. - That theyr. lacke is n ot fo 
badde, but that ſometyme the thing which they prognoſticatefalles our 
by chaunce', which niay ſuffice to daſcl! bleared eyes, regardiog one- 
lie 79piro the word,not the proofe, the fortune, not the reaſon , Note 
therefore, fyrſt,that GOD forbyddeth vs Audire(a) verba prophe- '£" 38 
tx aut ſomniatoris:to lyſten tothe wordes of a Prophete or a dreamer ; Deur. 13.3. 
whoſe trade was ener odious among the true proteſlours of religion, 
 agappeareth-by the ſcornefull kinde of ſpeach, which(b) loſephes bre+ b) 
thren yied at his fyrſt comming into the field,Ecce ſomniator venit,be- ©, 37:15. 
holde the dreamer commeth: albeit God wrought otherwiſe inbim,  ,/ ) 34: 
then in our-interpretors of dreames, which made olde (c) Iacob {ccret- Gen. 35.n 
lie ro muſe and pauſe: ypon the matter, + Secondly, that the Preacher ( ; ) LN 


(d) matſhalleth and placeth dreames , Inter malefacientium-vanitates, x: cle3434- 12: 3- 


among the yanivies of euil] dooers,and if any man-require a reaſon-why 
they ſhould be counted vanities, let the Prophete Elaie relolue him in / 
this matter,for a man that is huogrie,dreames and eates,ſayth he,Cum | (<) 
(ec) autem ex actus fuerit vacua eſt animaecius , but when hee Efai-29.8. 
wakes againe,, his ſoule remayves vaſatifiyed ., Wherevnto we maye | 
lykewiſe referre that paſlageof the Plalme, (f) Dormieruntſomrum 7) 
viti diuitiarum ,. & nahil inuenerunt in-manibus ſuis, the menne of ry- Pal. 75. 9. 
ches ſlept theyr Nleepe,and found nothing intheyr handes,&c. There- f, 
fore-hearken not vato yourdreamers,fayth (g) leremy, which warrant 5 
you from bondage ms the King of Babilonzand why ſhall wenor ſo, Sf 
much as heare then? Quia mendacym propherant vobis, vt longe vos © ford 
faciant a terra veſtra,& eijciant vos & pereatis : becaule they prophecie 
nothing elſe to you bur lyes , that they may driue you farre from your 
ewne lande,and caſt you foorth to peiſhe, He gyrdethat them in be: 
79 Ss | | =, ther 
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of defenſative againit the poyfon 
&) therplace,whichcryed our (b) Somniaui,ſormniaui, whichis confirmen 
fere. 23.25, lykewiſe by the obſetuation of the Prophere Zacharic, Somniatores lo- 
utos elle (3) fruftra ,'& vane conſolatosefle , that the dreamers bothe 

Gi) Aprke to no purpole, and delyucred'vaine comtortes to theyr creditoure, 
Zich 19,2, Againe, let him char hath a dreume, fayth leremic, recount 2 dreame, 
&) and him that hath my word delyuer it: (k) Quid paleis ad triticum? 
lere. 23. 28. What hath chafte ro doo with perfe& and purewheare ? Which oppo= 
| ſition of dreames againſt the woord of God , Exprofeſio & diametrro, 
.emplies no lefſe:: then that bothe cannot accorde and agree togither, 
for marke by howe much we ate richer after itarting.out of a-golden 
 dreame, by fo much are we wiſer and more prouident., by ſhaddowes 
p repreſented in a ſlumber .. * We may be ſure,that GOD would never 
* haue forbidden dreames in theſe flatte wordes, Non obſervabiris ſom- 
nia : if there had beene any ſuch forefight < Ax moe ſtandeth vs vpon 

to prooue, before we begin to practiſe . Wherefore, alrhough the vyle 
Meſſalian heretikes,gaue themſelues wbolietoflouth and ydleneſte;-as 

(1) Theodoret reportes: Ipſa ſomniorumviſa prophetias nominantes, 
Theo Lhif, ©arming the veric ſhaddowes and images of dreames, by the name of 
HOI prophecies, Though the prieſts of Lacedemon,had an vie (m)ro com« 
lib.4.c1p0 Jnirte themſelues ro reſt inthe temple of Paſithea , when they were de- 
()  firousto diſcouer thinges to come : yet fince we finde that notanelie 
Leuit. 19. 6. (n) ſcriptures for our afſuraunce, as Hayde before , but poſitiue and ci- 
4 = *e uill Iawes for common order and tranquillitie , baue ſera -puniſhmene 
prev 4 _ ©'* by death vppon theyr heads, whichprofeſſe theknowledge ofexpoun= 
Et Mat ding dreames , fince we finde the fruites more bitrer then Colliquinti- 
dz,befide the follies & abuſes which are infinite, the fureft courſe is,not 

to value flitting ſhadJdowes more then reaſon would, which come with 
aflamber,and depart with a fancie. The parents which ingender them, 

arevaſtable thoughts, theyr ource ydleneſle, theyr paſture vaine defire, 

theyr ſcope diſorder, theyr interpretorpreſuryption, theyr reward emp- 
tinefſe,theyr1lightyneertaintic : and generally to conclude with faine 

./ Ambroſe, lvitium ſine prudentiagfinis cuny pernitentia, Theyr begin- 

-'Y* ing without difcretion,and theyr ende with repentaunee; BET 

I doubt not but ſome diligent coHeftour in theſe matters, wyll ob- 

1c the dreames of Ioſeph, Pharao, Nabuchodonozer, &c.: Which are 

: eſteemed in the word of God as Oracles : wherevnto mine annfwer is; 
Num 12.6. that though we ſhould affoord a greater creditetothe dreames of thay 
age,wherein we were afſured from the moiith of God himfelte,;thar he 

would revede his ſecrete purpoſes by dreame : ir maketh nothing for 

the wylfull blindnefle of this tyme , wherein we holde, as faint Perer 

ſayes, Firmiorem ſermonempropheticum, &c. the prophericall word 

+. Pct.t.19. more ſure in attending, wherevnto we doo well,as to a candle ſhining 
1B a darke place, vntyll the day draws nic,and the day tarre aryic ou 

; carts, 
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© of ſpoſed prophecies, 
bearts,Fc. The Fathers were all yndet the(o)clowde, our tabernacle is c (0) 
in the (p)fonne: avayle was drawne before hey eyes, we may diſcerne 2719+ Te 
in a plainer maner.. All theſe thinges chaunced to them in. a figure,(q) -. Gl 7 
but Lon arc written to our reproofe,,, yppon whome the endes of: the al.1s.y. 
worlde are come-. The lawe had but a (r)ſhaddowe of good thinges CE) 
to. come ,'not the verie- images, &c. Where as 'Chnſte: hath not 1.Cor,10.tt 
onely engaged himſelfe ina figure by his word to v3 : bur left his ho- x © 
lied{) ome for the better finding out of the true ſence thereof, which *7*9-00s 
_ ſhall (t) remayne with vs for euer , If we lyſt to decide this matter by Eſa; (1) 
moſt cuident effeCtes, we may note, that all the dreames which loſeph, ©*'52- "— 
Danicl,&c. tooke in hand to conſtrue and interprete,were {o certainlie (t) 
and infalliblie true : Vt narrantes ſomnia, audirent quicquid poſtea re 
probauit cuentus, As all men that repayred to hence interpretation, 
were ſure to heare as much before the matters came to paſle, as the ſe- 
quel made afterward. Wheras the judgements which are giuen of 
ours, are wilde,vncertaine,emptie,falſe,and daungerous : we may ther- 
fore now a dayes,as lawfully goe raunge the fieldes, and ſeeke for God 
ina burning buſhe,a flame, an arke,a tabernacle,a clowde,a cherubin, 
orinthe forme of an Angell, &c. as in a dicame, becauſe thoſe figures 
- mp about one tyme, bare one date , and made one ende togi- 
OED: 
; -God-mightas well-appeare to vs by dreames,as he dyd to rhem : but 
Fhaue layde downe reaſons, why his wyll in this caſe is not anſ{werable | 
to his power;and therefore, as ſaint Ierome writeth truke , rouching a- ” 
notherpoynr, Singulorum priuilegia legem efficere yon poſſunt , The 71072. cons. 
priuiliges of fingular and ſpeciall perſons, makes no commou rule fox Luciter. 
all men in generall. If any man atrempr to ſhake or infringe this aun- 
iwer,by alleadging the dreames of Peter,Paule,&c. At the firſt ereting 
ofthe Church of Chriſt : he muſt be taught, that though God thought 
it requiſite to water tender plantes \, lyke a skilfull hushandman with 
droppes of extraordinarie grace : yet afterthey beganne to ſertle;and to 
ſpreade theyr rootes in afruitfull ground, this courſe of watering was 
no longer thought to be conuenient, The gytt of dreaming trulie or 
expounding dreames,as well as that of myracles,is mylke , which ſaint 7.Cor.3:2,. 
| Paule gaue onely tothe lyttle ones, as he writes himſelfe , becauſe th 
could nor as yet : but now the Church of Chriſt which dayly growet 
vp,as the ſame Apoſtle writes, In virum perfetum,in menſurameratis 
enitudinis Chriſti , roward the ftare of a perfe& man ; into the mea- 
ure of the ave of the fulnefle of Chriſt : is weaned from ſuch ſtore: of 
jon gr at ceaſe nor ſtyll to call for water or tocrie for pappe; are 
eyther chyldiſhe or vnprofitable, Generatio mala & adultera fignum Mc 30, 
Zrit, &c. The wicked and adulterous generation a 25 after : 
7 my none other be giuen to it, then the ſigne of the propher 
| : M.ij. lovap 
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A defenſatiue againit the yon 
Tonas , * Wherefore 1' will conclude. with the wordes of our Sawoure 
Chriſtto $. Thomas : Beati qui non videruoret crediderunt , bleſſed 
are they which haue not ſcene, and yer haue bele ins 814 
This large diſcourſe of dreames , wherein 1 haue rocceded further 
then I meant, to fatiſhe the friuolous and vaine conceites of perſons that 
are blinded and abuſed by the ſame , may formally bee knitte vpin one 
- ; worde or two. For aswe muſt commende the judgement that is drawen 
from dreames,s+ e-r&y oneeudy,as from tignes or tokens to declare the 
| | a temper or diſtemper of the body(which is as much aseyther phi- 
e will require,or reaſon can allowe) ſo-neyther doth the cannon of 
Gods holy worde,nor our owne diſcretion belceve , obſerne orholde 
them to bee *ar7:x that is, cauſes or difcoueries of thinges tro come,con- 
fidering they haue not in philofophy Rationem cauſz et ctteCt;,nor a- 
ny warrante dooth appeare in founde diuimtie, why men that are awake 
and exerciſe theyr wittes,” ſhould be ruled by the whisking ſhadddwes 
of imagination. The thyrd kynde, which ſome call ouurrapere procce- 
ding onely from the finkerre of the body, or deepe impreflions of the 
.day, no wiſe man wyll regarde;becauſe as we Teade in Cirill, there is - 
ſcant one of them,in quo non fit vel perturbatio,yvel pollutio,and ther« 
fore I mill a ſlightly paſſe them ouer. 


Owe come we to that yo of prophecy , which was aſcribed 
inold time to Oracles,di ms +" inniber bution kynd 
alſo,from euery one of theſe which haue beene aunſwered be- 
fore, in diſcourſe vpon this matter, for although the Painimes 
thought; that the reaſonable ſoule of man conteined init ſelfe, a ſecrete | 
gift or ſparke of pofſibillitye , to diuine of thinges to come : yerdyd . 
they thinke withall that this light of nature was ſo dimme and:duskiſhe 
of it ſelfe,as till it were reuiued and ſtirred vppe,with a ſubtile wynd or 
vapoure ryfing from the quahty and vertue of the ſoyle, ithelped and 
auayled nothinge. Wherevpon, they leuelled theyr rouing geſles in this 
manner,thatmans reaſon ſhould beelike an eye to iudge, the vapoure 
as a lampe to light and dire that eye, and the ſonne, that is, Apollo 
(whom the Painimes honored as the prince of prophecies) muſt cleuate 
and draw the yapourefrom the center to the ſight,and therewithall en- 
able perſons that are qualified and inſpyredin this order, to the gifte of 
diuination. LATE con Ea el," 

Noweto preuent an inconuenience that might ariſe ,' becaule it is 
notlike', thatany vapoure can aſcende out of ſo grofle anelement as 


» 


earth,without ſomefilthy mixture of foule matter, rather to diminiſhe 

hen-increaſe or multiply the proper forces of the minde they ſerre the 
ſpirites of the-ayre (which flicker rounde about the worlde) like labous- 
ers to refine and purge, to geſt and qualefie, to dipole and diftribure 

| | ; the 
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the pereing windes into the mindes of men,according to theyr ſeuerall 
capacities. For ſtrongeſt meates are moſt ynwholeſome for the weakeſt: 
appetite , the ſhallowe waters can.not beare a veſlell of great freighte, | 
neyther dooth any wiſe man charge his heade with any greater -bur- 

then the by nature it is made to carry. Furthermore, they thought thar 

that no kinde of liquor, how pure or ſiweete ſo cuer;ſauing cf the ryuer 

Cidnus onely, was able or of force,to/ſcoure the ſacrifiſing knife, which * IPA 


| wasconſecrated to Apollos vſc,no water but the riuer Alpheus coulde "= hn 
Fac. 


cemper the white playſter:wherewith his aulter was repayred. No:foun- 
caine; but the Conduite-of nine pypes at Athens (as I'gefle in fauoure 
of the Muſes) might be ſerued at folemnities of marriage. &c,And ther T huciddi, 
vyppon concluded with like probabilitie, that certaine ſoiles by native 11.2. 
propertite, mighr ſende yppe priuic windes and fpirites, whereby men 
of ſutable and correſpondent qualities;with ſmall endeuoure myghte 
attaine to prophecie, Þ K10421 x ad Loa $4,tung ale fr, 
': Many have beene ſtirred vppe with groues and woodes, ſome wyth 
{prin ges and hilles,and I beleeue vndoubredly;ſayth Cicero, Anhelitus De divine 
m fuifle terrarum,quibus inflata mentes oracula funderent, that l1ib.z, 
certaine exhalations or vapouresToſe out'of the grounde ,' whereby: 
mindes being inſpired , or rather blowen and puffed yppe, gaue our: 
thoſe Oracles,ſo that by the iudgement of this author, (who tooke his 
aime'by Platoes ouerſight) we finde both what vncertaine holde thoſe: 
Oracles and Idoles had,” which abuſed and bewitched all the worlde 
with lyes, and withall, that Cicero confeſſeth truely in an-otherplace, 
Nihil tam abſurdum efſe,quod non dicatur ah aliquo philoſophorum, 
in which reſpe&,S. Pavle aduiſeth vs as I conceiue, that we be not ouer- Co|.z,8, 
taken nor deceiued by philoſophie. Theſe are the reaſons vppon whych 
the frames of Oracles were built,but with ſuch rickle hold, as they.car 
not keepe out paper ſhotte,much leiſe endure the cannon of the {crip-' 
ture. For if it be moſt true, which is recorded in the booke of wyſed6e,' 
that at earthly dwelling holdeth downe and deprefſerh ourvnderſtan-: 
ding,and not onely the rules of philoſophers aſcribe the. fineſt wytres,- 
te-bodyes that partripat of the fineſtelements , as ayre and fire : but S.. 
Paule Limſelk: exhorteth vs, Que ſarſumſunc ſapere ', non-quz ſuper C9]. z,z, 
terram to fixe our meditations yppon thinges that are aboue,, and not. 
[2 3mares grounde , who nr elec thatany vapoure, ryfing from G 
eſoyle which was accurſed by the mouth of God himſelfe,and com- 
maunded to bring forth nothing elſe butthornes and thiſteles, further 
then' it ſhoulde be forced by the fweate of browes, ſhoulde make our | 


+3, 


' ſenſe moreperfite or diuine,to gefſe at miſteryes which are as fare de- 


vided from our preſent viewe, as the eaſte fromthe weſt, oras adam: 


# from\Antechriſt,” © v0 i 4 


'Cotra propoundeth this Dilemma,to the colletors of Apollos of- 
Mij. feruig 
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A defeaſativie agtinit the poyow 
fering,Si deus eft , cur ſe in terramabdidir? if he be God, what cauſe 


hath he to ſhroude himſelfe within the-bowels of the earth ? as yf hee 


tooke it for as difficult a matter,to draw diuinitie from clottes of ſand, 
as maieſty from the froth of wantonneſle. Nowe that the Ifland Del- 
phos,whereas Apollos Idole was adored with exceeding reverence, was 
inſpired in this manner, Plutarch holdeth for a principle,8 I diſprooue 
with more ſounde authoritye. | For if this do&rine might be prooued 
true,the plowmen which beſtowe they 
tourning vp the ground: ſhould be more propheticall then the prieſtes 
ren ki feres. were a-greate abſurditie:Agayne,that Iſlande coulde 
neuer haue brought foorth ſo many fooles,as made the world to ſmile, 
while the Prophets of the true and onely wiſe God indeede, lurked in 
the ſolitarie groues and vnder ſhrubbes of Iuniper. Notwithſtanding, 
hence the fable ſprange as I ſuppoſe, of the firſt Propher found by chance 
in an olde yaulte in Hetruria , without knowledge either of his name, 
hvs dwelling,or the meane that conveyed him thether. Not vnlike the 
fooliſh dreame-of Newbrigenſis,a countrimah and writer of our own; 
concerning two young children'brought ro Wolpit in Suffolke , with. 
an Eaſtern winde,without ſo much as any glimſe of probabilitie.Some. 
ſeeketo pull-and hale in Ariſtotlezto the defence of this ſuppoſed 'ver- 
tue by the ſoyle , becauſe he writeth in one books, that richer metalls: 
ſtronger ſteele, fayrer women, and more aCtiue men,are bredde in one 
ſoylethen an other &c. as though there were not greater reaſon for 
ſuch bodies;as are onely framed; and congeled of the ſubſtaunce of the 
ſoyle it ſelfe, to participat with qualities thereof : then for the reaſona- 
ble ſoule. » which Ariſtotle himſelfe calleth iy TIAy Hay, that isa kynde 
of Quinteſflence or perfeCtione ,. becauſe it hath not -Principium 
communationis in ſe, -any beginning of alteration iv-itfelfe ,.to bore. 
rowe any weake contagion oz. tainte-from-earth ,_ which as I no- 


ted before, is by. manifolde degrees. the groſleſt element . Qui. 


terrenum habent mentum,, confumentur tinea. They that haue 
an_carthly foundation, ſhall bee conſumed by the mothe, - and againe. 
the firſte man ofearth earthly , the ſeconde manne of heauen hea» 
uenly . Suchas is the earthly, ſuch alſo are the earthly, and ſuch as 


- are the heauenly , ſuchalſo are the heaueoly : bur the ſpirite breatherh; 


where he will, and thou heareſt his. voyce , but knoweſt not when hee 
commeth nor whither he goeth , ſo is cuery one which is borne of the 
ſpirite &c . For that which is borne of the fleſhe is fleſhe-., 'and-rhar 
which is borne of the ſpirite is ſpiritegin reſpe whereof, he that is nor 
borne againe,can notenter into the kingdome of God  &c, becauſe 
wee are conceiued and borne in fiane, and till we be incorporate into 


the body of the ſpoule of Chriſt, by the miviſtery'of his worde and ſa-_ 


craments, 


- 


r time in manuring,, caring,and 


=" "of fippoſed prophecies.” | 

@raments, the writh of Godremayneth vppon all the ſonnes of Adams, 

" 'Nowe whereas ſorne Philoſophers \, more ſenſible and-lefle wilkult 

then the reſt, demaunded by what meanes't could be brougye to palle, 
, tit 


tlic the Ile of Detphos' remayning ſtill in ſubſtaunce., fituation and 
qualitie;the ſame that it was wonte to be 2 coulde not withſtanding, be 
depriued of this grace and gift of breathing our & affoording Oracles, 
yf thewindyeyapoure, which aſcended from the ſoyle, were any par- 
xell of the proper 'and true cauſethereof:/theyr Proctors. aunſwered, 
that 4s we-ſee before our eyes by dayly.proofe, Quoſdam amnes exaru- 
afle,et inaliurn curfum deflexos. , rhat certayne rivers were exhauſted 
and4iverted ro ah orher courſe ; fo likewiſe the fpirite, which inſpyred 
the checfe pr hetefſe,myghr well inough be ſilent for a time, and yet 
enuea by reuoJurion, Ke: FI 

But'who'ſces-not howe looſely theſe extreerhies are tyed together? 
For as will confefle,that thinges which are may: chaunge, ſo can not 
'they conclude vppon thys graunte, that thinges which neyther are nor 
ter were exiſtent, ( otherwyſe then by error and grofle miſconceite ) 
can —_ archaunge,deceuue or dallye,, periſh and reuiue without 8 
'FeatOon, | 

Agayne', the rivers are-compounded of the corruptible elements, 
and ore ſubie&to the tearmes of - locall alteration : whereas the 


true and everlaſting God (-by whom all prophets muſt wa 3 Mal. & 


and infpyred,that will purchaſe credite by theyr gyft) as he teach 

the Prs Matachie, Non mutratur,4is 1.4 eye BYTE Demetrius an olde 
Philoſopher;hath founde a finer ſhift to wardethis blowe, ſuppoſinge 
that theſpirites which attended vpon Oracles,wexingaweary of. the fri- 
uolous and impertinent demaundes, . which were propounded dayly by 
the tranailours thar repayred thether: at ho dengnds or very ſhame and 
deteſtition.of 3th K0mpen 0.0 nay m the tewple,, As 
though men ſinned not as greeuouſly»before :, while: Oracles were 


in theyr ruffe, and the cuppe of infidelitic being filled vppe to the y 
bipkamd vppe fo fouls aſtincke 3nto the-noſtriles of the God of 


hoſtes: as almoſt nothing coulde be added or//augmented by thewic< 
kednefle which ſucceeded afterwarde. ,: andtouchinge friuolous de- 


maunds, we may be ſure, Apolſo would have ſooner puniſhed, the want 


of due regarde ynto the place& reuerence in'men, then haue abidden 


the diſgrace and eclipſing of hisowne djuinitie, It may bevery well, 


and I belecuealfo,thatthe diuill bluſhing ar'his: owne abuſe, and fea- 
ring leafte the people woulde:1n time were werye of fo many ſhyftes 
and ſures of lyes', remooued with' his bagge and/ baggage to ſome 
y ther place, where the world was not ſo well acquainted with his trea- 
Erle, TH og n | 


.C leombrotus 


Sogite- Poo, 2» * A . 
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} A defenſatine agai#- the poyſon 
.-. Cleombrotus,as | reade in Plutarch ,ſecking rather togutte then 
 olooſe thisknotte:, referres himſelfe to the report of a certayne1a- 
_ uadge or 'wylde man!, who hauing ſpent the: moſt part of -his-tyme a- 
mong thefuryes and fatyres.of the woodde., tooke vpon him to allure 
the world(albeit Apollo ſeemed ſpeachleſle, and forbare to delyuer O- 
racles and auvſiveres 1s he was woont:) yet was be not depriued of his. 
ite , becauſe the ſame was onely ſequeſtred in the keeping of a, god- 
Ted: for a tyme, after the' date whereof, Apollo ſhould recouer credize 
with-encreaſe,and the gyft ſhould be reſtored by the deſtinies... Belyke 
this goddeſle had inioyned ſequeſtration ;* as a kinde of penaunce for 
his wanton looue with Daphue, or with ſome other Nimphe,fo groſle 
in thoſe dayes was the peoples ignorance, eyther for that God-had bliti. 
del theyr eyes with a miſte of couerous defire,, as they-would doubt of 
nothing that tended to their benefite ; or in reſpect, the ryſing ſunne 
appcared-not as yet, which ſhould deſperple and cleare vp the clowds of 
{ Onely Cicero, being neyther confident inough to gue checke to 
and fonde FINE Es _—_ finde out a Well and more lykelic _s 
ſon,of the ſilence and ſurceaſing of Apollos Oracles., confeſlerth' wyl> 
lingliehe thing itſelfe, but leaues the cauſe to be debated at more ley- 
ſure. | Another of that crew was not aſhamed to giue out, that beds 
greateſt Oracle of all Bzotia-gaue ouer ſpeaking, at thecommingrof a 
cruell Dragon to that place , {o was-it not vnlyke bur Apollo, findin 
bimſelfe forcedand conſtrryned,by the deſolation bd difproplcing.ut 
the countries round abour,eyther to-liſcourſe with beaftesand trees,cr 
not atall , with drew himſelf into ſome'other quarter of the world, thar 
was inhabited & frequented with more.ſtore of company, For Vbi po-+ 
pulus 1bi quzſtus, where people are,there goes the gaine,fayde Piman- 
der, which being graunted;I will certainly conclude with the.Poet, that, 
- +» 2 2: Vtilatasfacit efle deos quanempe remota, i! 1 14's 
2.) ©: Templa ruuntnecerunt arz nec lupiter vilus, +! + + 
- But howe threalbare and rhinne actoake,this ampertinent example 
of Bzotia bringes:mto-keepe out fo foulea ſtorme, [hal be conceyued 
eaſily by thoſe which note, that as falſchood creepeth into corners, and: 
as C cif hath taughtys in the Goſpell, Qui-male agunt oderunt lucem, 
they that doo euyl|,hate the lyghe , ſo had there nor beene firſt a wil- 
dernefle ora'defart in the' place. ,, where the temple was erefted after- 
ward, Apollo would neuer haue made choyle therof,for'the better col- 
lour of his couine.In lyke mander;if afterward,vppon the peoples cea- 
fiog and defiſting; to frequent an Oracle of lyes , the» temle had nor 
growne fyrſt into contemptt,and hereypon become a wyldernefle, the 
dragon which by nature ſeeketh ſolitarie groues, would never have re= 
pay red thether, But if Apollos force had beene bur halfe fo hi 091 , 
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Me of fauppoſed prophecies, +. 


blindneſle of thatage would haue ys to beleeue:one dragon could nog Reg. 3. | 


haue temoued bim-without a writte of Cerciorarifor the arke of coue- 


nant gave +0 to.Dags,but Dag fel down proſtrate befare it,&c 
Elias was not hindred or empeached 1n his miniſtery by the prieftes of 
Baal;bar thoſe Balamites were notable,to worke any thing from mor- 
ning vntyllnoone in the preſence of (a) Elias, whervpon they launched 


theyr owne fleſh with kniues, for de{pight and furie.Baall was norablc. , 


@-74 ® o 


ro put Daniel to flight, with ma'eſtic: but Dayiel enforced Bel to Toe 
by che weight of his (b)meſſage. To conclude,Chriſt ſhrunke not af1de 
for feare of Sathah +, bur- Sathan withh1s ſwazme.of wicked angelles, 
hauingleft the poynt of theyr prefuriiption 18 the ſheelde of his allu- 
raunce,grew ſo'(c) wearie of contending with himſclte , - as after warde 
they could not abyde;eyther the-found or(d)ſkaddowe of his minalters. 
But God proyided ſafer remedies for his ele&.\,;that were ftung and 
wounded inthe wylderneſle, by looking yp to the bra'en (e) ſerpent, as 
a figure'of that bleſſed ſeede : whooughtan tyme to cruſhe that, wile 
ſerpentes head, which wayteth at (6) ourheeles ; and who ſhould ag 


(a) 
Re.1? . 28, 


6) 


' Dan.14. 21. 


(c) 


Matt. 4. 10, 


Num.21:8, 


(g)Leviathan, witha hokeof ron by he noſhelles our of his den,and GY |. 


ſtroy the greatwhale inthe ſea +. to conclude ywho ſhould extyrpe 


(g) 


and roote vpall the-generations of vipers ; and thus it, cameo palle, lob.46.2. 


_ thateuen as they which are ſtung by ſcorpions , can/not recouer healt! 
withourtheyroyle;nomorecould man ; in-whomethe devill lefte his 
Ning in paradiſe, "withburthe ſacred bloud of, Iefus Chriſt 1, . who was 
pr by tebuſen ſerpent in the'delett + Wherefore concerning 
this urefrom tho temple,itis no:maricll, that when the paraſites 
or familiars, which ſpake in tronkes and hoHowe places; were-repelled 
fromith3r harbour,vpon feare of plainediſcoucrie .;- by the morning 
Narte which was at hand? the blockes almighty loſt theyr beating of 
theyr pulſe, and wereconftrayned to auoide that ſalt, rhewme by ;ſon; 
other meane, which cauſed them to cough vp ſo many gloſing lyes, 
the ſpoyle a wr mo Fart oF 4atow 24 \ ; 
- Others were of the minde,that as the fpirites , which were truchmen 
atid interpretors to Oracles., hada certayne tyme- prefixed wherein t0 \ 


liue,ſo when the date was atanende , they could diſctie no lenger . A \, 


meete couer ſurelie for ſach an emprie cuppe;,as if the mdgement which 
is pronounced by the month'of Godhimfclfe , -werenor eucrlaſting, 
eyther to reward'or paine, for neither can the gnawing woorme'of, one 
be fatiffied with ſpoyle; nor the ſhining:comfont of another, be ob(cu- 
x:d oreclipſed by anriquitie. Beſide;ifrhoſe ſuppoſed gods were falle,it 


' was not poſſible for therh to'deliuer truth, bur by meere chance, if true, * ** 


then was it not ſo difficult and harde a point, ſo often as one truchman 
were eyther filent , dead orſtept vpon an errand our of the way, to find 


out another Mercurie; that might be no lefle able to ſupply tha office. 


Ph j. Belyke 
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A defenſitine again? the poyſon 
Belyke the ſpirites had the qualitie of fruite or falt-fiſhe, which decaye 
with tyme,as one compateth them, or elſe the fleſh-portes of Egypt be. 
eto coole,for want of theyr accuſtomed and woohted offeringes. 
or ſo long as Manna was accounted deintie , wee finde not that the 
Exod.te.1y. Iſraclites complayned of their wearie wayes, ſo long as BelLivas ſerued 
Dan.14: yirh his meſſe of meate : not one of the blacke garde made proffer to 
forſake the yault; So long as Micha will, implere manumyfill the band; 
Indg.r7, 12, he ſhall notwanta Leuite to inſtruct his fanulie, whyle Chriſt had one 
Iohn.s,. 14+ barlie loafe,, the cormorantes, which fought oneclic fatiſtaftion-of the 
belly,woult nor depart to their houſes, &1o long as there is one ounce 
of golde or filuer left about the ſhrine;lome greedie ſicophant or other 
wyll not ſticke to crie out, pwyav # Apripuc Eperiar, great is Diana of the 
AQts.19. 34+. Epheſians , By this we tearne, that Oracles are moſt lyke to bagpypes 
and ſhawmes , which ſound nolenger then they are puffed vp with 
winde,and played vpon with canning . For whereas Plutarch writerh, 
- ef amaruclous adoo with ſtorme and thunder,ar the departure of a ſpis» 
rite froin/his Oradle t 1 canhor-better compare that ſpirite,, the-to-a 
rallowe candle, which having burned a good whyle within the focker, 
at the laſt goes out with a moſt filthy ſauour,ſo loth-is the devill ro'de- 
part from any pleafing ſeate , wherein he hath beene imertayned with 
delyght,and feaſted with ſo many favours, * 4 
We neede ſeeke no further then the booke of G OD, to finde what 
me wy eos xpvry tb —_— driven out of che: men. 
whi ene to e eyr tyranny... Somertyme 
rored out alowde Fj poor table ſore, foros they —_ 
violence , and forced men to leape out of the gulfe into the parching' 
flame;tharis;out of the lefler into the greater miſerie. Tulliegiueth a 
morelikely reaſon in one place,of the fayling of Apollos-Oratle,con- 
felling that 4 wexedeucricdayemorecold, when-men becameleſſe 
x doe as if the Fedite which they wanne before , had not depended 
on the woorth ef theyr owne deſarr, but of our facilitic to be decey- 
ued.But true it is,that che neerer Oracles approched ro the time, wher- 
im it pleaſed Godto-rake our flcthe vpon him, for the ſauing and redee- 
ming of the world:the morethey fayled in theyr vtteraunce. A coun- 
terfeit of ſaint Vincentes rocke,cannot abydethe lyfe of a perfe&t Dia- 
monde. A paynted glafſe (how'cunninglyſoeuerit be recommended 
(a) with afoyle of Dragons bloud) yer ſhrinckethat the bluſh of a Rubie, 
Euſcb. de x vcifer oe es his lyght ar the ryſing of the ſunne . The witches could 
vita conſt 14 keepe theyr countenaunce before Moſes, Zedechias before leremy, 
lid.3 MY +5 the paynted idoll of iced tos the vaute of the Sepulchre 2 nor 
( ) Sathan (b) in the ſyghtof him , in whoſe name all knees, ought to 
Phil.z. 10, bowe, both in heauen, on earth, and vnderneath the carth,8:c. And who 
(c) according to ghe promiſe of the Prophetes mouth, ſhould leade(c) cap; 
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POS... of ſapgied proecier, 23; WIR 
tiuttie captiue > « This was the golden day, which was 6rd or 
blafting of the devillespride; and to make-an cnde of bis vngodlie re- \ 
giment : (OQued enim antiquatur & ſeneſcit, for that which groweth 14.1. SA 
olde and waxeth auncient, is ncere to decaie , as the Apoſtle writeth to  * 
the Hebrues, By Chriſt onely we may be bold to demaund of death, | 
where his (c)fting is? and of hell,what is become of his vitorie ? He (e) 
hath chaſed ſpirires from theyr haunt., broken downe the braſen gates Ofc.13.14, 
of hell, beaten Sathan vnder foore$ with wharſocuerelle,that date op- 
,poſcit ſelfe againſt the face.of zructh, and-made a ready, franke, and 0- 
,pen Aye. eo} GARE of Adam may be ſaucd. l 

| * The Arke wasno ſooner come among the Philiſtines, but they be- 
tooke them totheyr beeles foorthwith,crying out,(DVenifſe Deumin (f) 
caſtes, that God A a: was come into EOS VC, a__ Py J FE 4+ 7+ 
confeſſerhemſclues,thar Moles wrought with the(g)finger of almigh- 
tie God . The (b)Prieſtes of Egy andy Gnh, Nas Exod,8, 19. 
none but the God of Iſrael could curetheyr dangerous infirmities. The (b). 
witche;to-whomeking Saule repayred for aduaſc in hi Do diſtreſſe;; 3-Reg.6. 5 
ſeemed to wunder(i)greatly,how he durſt expeRt or hope for any com- () 
fortat her hand,when God had giuE him ouer to miſtortune. And wic- 7 Reg, 18, 
-ked men aske in another place, whowas able to. redeeme-them from 
the handes of that almightie God, who cur gre aon =o afflited(k) (@&) 
Epypt, with ſo many grecuous plagues leaſes inthe wylderneſle? 1,Reg.4,8 
The preateſ enimies to the Propherte Icremie, were conſtrayned to (1) bh; Y 
acknowledpe,thathe had doone nothing worthy of reproofe or death, Tere, 26. 16. 
'becauſe he ſpakevnto them in the name of God,&c. Salomon haui 
-receiued a full meaſure of diſcretion and wiſedome,by the gift of G i] R 
is fayde,, in that yeſpe&t , to have cxcelled all the &gyprians in that * ©3439: 
. wiſedome -, -wherein they tooke vpon them , and profeſled to exceede 
all others. Elnathan,Dalaias,and the reſt, which had no taſte of truth or 1,,, .5 g. 
. godlinelle; beſide, for any thing Ireade;, withſtooge the King when he 
would hauc burned the booke of the ſcriptures. Nabuchedonozer, al- _ 
an-tterenirmie to true mebang Dane , that his prophetes P42-4"5- 


were blinde doltes,, and that none ſauing Danicl.alone , who was the 


Miniſter of the true and eucrlaſting God, could expound his viſions, 4,Reg. 3.12. 
Ichoſaphat a wicked king, would notdeny that the woordof God was 


with the Prophet Elizeus: and the King of Siria,as bad a man in all reſ- 4.Reg. $. 8. 
peRtes, if not a woorſe'\, was glad tocrauc his councell and aduiſe ina 
== marter; 'leroboam; norwithſtanding his pretended confidence in 
the Calues of Dan and: Bethel/, ſent his-wife to the prophet Ahias in 
$ila, for intelligence rouching theplight of his afflicted and diſcaſed 3-Reg. 14. 2 
Infant , Cirus was deſirous to be recommended vnto GOD by the 
faichfull Tewes 7 as the Turke is ly kewiſe, to be prayed for at this daye 


by che Munks of Paleſtine, Herode feared faie 7 ROPE Mark. 8,20. 


A defenſatine again#t' the poyon 
him to be a fuſt and holy man ; and he kept him,and by hearing bing, 
Acts”, Fuls many thinges,and he heard him willi m_ Simon Barieu,be 
borh a falle prophet and a conjurer , delyred to heare the word of Go 
and Sought Simon Magus were eſteemed off exceedinglic , among the 
_ multitudefor: ldchesdhe- : yer finding ſuch ſtraunge fignes and my- 
Acts.8.13. -acles;to be daylic wronghth the bletied Apoſtles, and after ſo ſl; 4 
a manner;Stupens admirabatur , being much amazed, fdayth laint Lu 
he fell rowoondert; 

- By theſe cxampleswe maye learne., what catſed Oraclesto ceaſe, 
a6 in howe ſeruile awe the Liuide of religious and; godlic Propbetesy, 
comming wich a meſlage vouchable bothe before God and man ,-and 
albeirfor theyr credite ſake, they ſeemed fora whale to reſiſt and ſkriug, 

yertrurh Gas vn at:the length , againſt the ſecrete ambuſhes of $a- 

. thanand arde,departing out ofthe field'with vidtorie . Bur after 

| Chriſtbimk te was'come.,in the fulneſle of ryme prefixed and preſcri- 

bed by his Father; -O/good Lord ; whata fitte of fearc and quiuering 

| {urpriſedallthe fiendes of hell; ypponthe-fight of ſo divine a maieſtie? 
But heere we haue to note; that albeit they were not ignoraunt by that 

which they had heard and read , that this was he which ſhould cut ſhort 

their ſcopes,& take downe their creſt: yet proouingthemſelues heerin, 

.to be by fo miuch leſſe:malitious and MTN then the Iewes, they neuer 

(a) 7 . werea vv. BEI, dhead,For firſt the ſpirits which conuer- 
Matth 8.2.9. ſedmoſt among graues, 6 & beſet the waies in ſo {traupge a maner,as 
Wo (0 Poor mover. Cons offence:cried-out.to Chriſt, what(a)haue we 
Jac.s. 19. to doo mers, ©, OTeſu thou ſonne of God? Why:comeſt thou to-tor- 
(c) .. _ mentvs beforectir ryme 2 &c, A notable and lively preſident of that 


Mark.r. 24. tuſtoricall and feruile faith ; whereby the deutlles are RT by aine 


(d) ) Iames,to beleeye and tremble. Another inthe (c) Sinagogue,con- 
Acts. 16. 16 tefſedhimto bethe ſonne of God: The (d).Pthonilleacknowledged 
' _ NaintPaulejtd bethe miniſter of the lyuing 5 Es ro wn the doc- 
if "> rrine of faluation. >; hin Sond 2 | 
ChrifoRt, de: iApolloi(e)-was nad; Ch (oſtome don. to _ = s 
laud. Pauli, longas the” monument of-any- bleſled- Martyr which had. ſultered for 
Homi.4. Chriſt, and N-prin expettation,of aioyfull diye, were at his noſe , Fa 
4.Re-13, 21. could norfor hus harcaffoqrdobe Oracle. For ſo;great is the Kindene 
Matth. 9:2z, of 'our ems oa are Facher,, as hexouclifaueth qe 9a to-warke moxze 


hriliebythecoffineof the bemme own gar 
doo ders Ab;5a5.a er demo SP ane ep 
nor for theyr glorie, bur-to- ſelte3 more fully;by the: vertae 


--. of his miniſters* thenall thebrids of LORE able ro-dewle, 
(if) bytheyr Gorinevand figures obinuocationz'\Weowerenon ailured by 
Mark.ylt, the'bondof any morgall man, bur by the word of Chriſthimſelfe SHA 
ſaciviyke ſigned ſhould{ollowe thole.that ({Jbelecugdau hignarne, Se. 
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#18 Of fippaſed propheviess. 


ine : that ſo many as belecued in his name , ſhould doo.the , , © 
c 


* workes which he did,and(g) eater alſo, becauſe he went to his Father, lobn.r4. 2, 
ſo that this ouerrunning meaſure ofextraornary grace,at the firſt eſt1- (b) 
bliſhment of faith,could not ſeerne ſtrange to thole that belcened in his Math. 9:8. 
promiſes , infomuch as the Iewes theimſelues had fo much good maner, . 

a5 to ,giue. glorie and -w fo tro.God : (h) Quitalem poteſtatem dedir a) 
hommibus,wlio gave ſuch power to men . Tn this reſpe&t, the Chriſti- Euſeb. hiſt, 
ans were everic where adorned m olde tyme,with the ſtyle and tytle of libs cap. 16 
(1) Incinta mentorinm oppugnatores , oppugners of all kinde of for- (k) 
cerie,as the Kinges & Queenes of England are defenders of the faith,%c. Socrat. hiſt, 
When lulian the runnagate, demaunded councell of a certayne Oracle lib.7:cap. 16 
1n Daphne : the deuill, fayth mine Author, (k)Babilam Martyremn re- 
forma tn s,fearing Babylas the Martyr , whoſe body flept thereby, and Theod. hin 
bad beene ſometimes a true miniſter of God,and a temple of the holy 1;1, "T9 H 
Ghoſt, would not giue aunſwer , Macarius in Egypt, and another bea= ** Peyr 

- ring the ſame name at Alexandria , were no ſooner landed and atriued 

in a certayne lland, where the deuill wasadored for his Oracles*; bur 

foorthwith the ſpirites,which attended as his garde, began to ſhake and 

quiuer,as if they had beene taken with a fitte'of an ague .', Ifidorus a 
| bleſled Martyr, comming by Gods prouidence into a certaine wylder- 

neſle , wherein the perſecuting tyraunt Valens had confined him , for | 

the teſtimony of a moſtreligious ; nd godlie conlcience,the deuill fled : 
foorthwith out of his 4D cj orcing the prieſts daughter his inter- Theod lib, 
preteſſe, zo cris out, after the ſame ſort that the ſpirites did,of wheme 4.cap. 1 9, 

I ſpake before :-O veſtram potentiam,O famuli Chriſti, vybique a yobis 

abigimur, > O-whaz a kinde of power or vertue ſhould wee call this, Atou' a, 
which you exerciſe that are the nuniſters of Chriſt, for by you weare 4,10 , 
expelled ont ofall places? &c7., Neither is it any woonder,ſince Oracles | * * PRES 
arc put to ſilence, ſpirites wexe dumbe in ſuch a preſence , Idqueprop- y | 
terreuerentiam. Chnſtianz majeſtatis, and that for the reverence of 

Chriſtian maieſtie , Aſterias a noble man by byrth,and withall a bleſ- Eule.lib,z, 
ſed aint , perceyuing that the-Sacrifice which was caſt every 'yeere 3nto cap. 14. 

the ſea, by meane of charmes and ſorceries , ſeemed to vaniſh our of the 

peoples Gehit, and that hamygar ſort were more abuſed by this ſtrata- 

eme;then any other Nleight that theyr blinde guides and leaders could 
HT be{ought our Lord vpon his knees, in the bowelles of his onlie 


ſonne,thatt x hg 5 pa of iniquitic might ceaſe , to.the glorie 
e,and 'the 


of his holy name,and the:reproofe of all his enimies . Wherevpon, 
ſacrifice beg:n to flote aboue the ſtreame , and could not afterward be 


rifice beg > | ' 
made to fincke , by any tricke of arte that the Prieſtes could exerciſe. 
Apollo confeſſed at another tyme;as Euſebius repottes, that the/godlie Tgem, 1b. z,- 
men which lyued in that quarter, were the greateſt hinderance, Quo mi- cap $4, 


nus.yera loqueretur, why he ſpake not trueth, and being further pretiel 
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Fa os SIS —_— 
A defenſatine againt the prion 
to delare, by what-priuie mackes or fignes a man might diſoguiſhe 
thoſe good x Fa G66: others of the ns fan YE was, 
hat they were cheef{lie to be ſorted out.and knowne , by theyr profeſ- 
fon of Chriſte leſus , Wherevpon the ſword of perſecution beganne 2 
freſhe ro brandiſh, and to rage more'bloudie againſt the ſaints of God, 
then.it had before. For ſuch was the blindnefle of thoſe hdllifhe Empe- 
4ours , as to wreaketheyr malice rope Deeds and Biſhoppes of the 
£|briſtian church, whome they ſuppoſed ro'beſer vp in deſpight ef them, 
they were nat aſhamedvnder hand to confeſle, the perſonnes to'be iuft 
andinnocent , againſt whome they bent theforce of theyr ſtrongeſt 
battery. Whoſoeuer therfore lyſt to ponder and examine theſe & ſuch 
lyke mightie works of God, which he perfourmed, in the tender ſpring 
of our gion, u it were of purpoſe to ſcale, approoue and ratihe the 
dodrine, which his diſciples and Apoſtles preached ouer all the world, 
and to teare away that vayle of ignorauncefrom the Rabbies eyes, by 
the ſtreſſe of trueth, which tyll that day was vnreueled, at the reading of 
the Scriptures in the Sinagogue : needenor to woonder what might 
be the reaſon, why the deuilles Oracles began to ceaſc,before the com- 
ming of that immaculate and ſpotlefſe Lambe , which ſhould waſhe a- 
way the: finnes of all the world', neyther was there any cauſe for Cice- 
E(% r6,to profeſſe his wilfull ignoraunce heercin , if he had been but halfe 
yo tent fo well acquainted with the Prophete Efay , who by the muniſteric of 
ASt3.20, Gint Phillippes preaching, made the matter plaine to Queene Canda- 
ces Chamberlayne, who was that ſheepe which ſhould be made a facri- 
fice for finne, as he was with Platos common wealth, that is, with a 
fourme without weight,and a ſhaddowe without ſubſtaunce . 1Iwytl 
conclude this poynt , with a ſtrau "Be _ delyuered by Plutarch, 
though himſclfe were alrogither faithlefle, of one Epitherſes, who ha- 
wing embarked himſelfe in a Pinnefle to = into Italic heard the 
name of Thamos, that is of the Pilote of that Barke ( wherein he ſay- 
Jed) twiſe redubled , and as it were by one ſounde of voice togther. 
The Pilote making aunſwere to the third demaunde, which was after a 
goodpauſe , was charged and inioygned with deepe bonde and great 
Ss thor ſo ſoone as he came to the flattes, benearhe the lynle 1- 
Jandes called Echinades , he ſhould in any wiſe pronounce alowde, that 
the great Pan was dead : which becing doone according to the fourme 
preſcribed by the yoice , there followed immediatlie fo lamentable 
ſhrikes and out-cries,as it were, of many ſpirits flocked in conſort togi- 
ther,and oppreſſed with diſpayre,as all the marriners were abaſhed and 
amazed at the marter. | 
- Great jnquirie was made afterward among learned men , who this 
great Pan might be, ſome a 47x was the ſonne of Penelope by Mer- 
6vrie,end I knowe nog whay beſide ; but the berter ſort, companng the 


- Ercarſtaurices of the time, wherein this accident fell our (which Ply- 
rarch ſayes,was ding the raigne of Tiberius)with that bleſſed hower, 


- whereinthe ſonne of God , enduriog the moſt greeuous:torment, and Col. 2-14. 
conflidt of death,vnder the ſame Emperour,cancelled that olde obliga- X 
ton and hand- writing(which ryll then. was in full force, and cuer rca- 

dy to be brought foorth againſt vs). by the merite of his ſuffering,aod 

triumphe ouer all the powers and principatities of hell: may be bolde 

to warrant & aſſure themſelues, that this Pan. was the great fiend 

of hell, who was deprived in that inſtant of his ſting,& brake his necke |... ,. 

| —_—__ ſtone, Super quem,qui ceciderit.confringetur, ypon which, M ys wa, A 
hoſveuer falleth ſhall be. broken into many pecces: ſothar Chriſt, by TEL 
this meanc,was the death of death, and led capriuicie captiue, Wherfore, 

as we learne by theſe infallible and certaine grounds , that there is nej- P70 21.30. 
 therplorring nor conſpiring againſt G-O.D , that darkneſſemuſt giue 10Þ.37.24. 
place to lyght,and deceit to trueth, that as we read in Iob , Qui fib vi- 
- debantur ſapi ,non audebant contemplari,they that ſeemed wiſe in 


their owne conceytes , durſtnot preſume ro. gaze vppon thi 


this piercing 
ſonne,&c: And-as Dionifias the Biſhop of Alexandria declares, the de- 

will at ne 1 en Fi ed by godly , by the Ws ſundrie 
meanes,Spiritu;alpeftu,voce,that is, Spirit, looke,and voice : ſa. may we 

reſt. aſſured, chat the wicked ſpirits are not Serpentes re & Wave a non Iere;87; 
eſt incantatio, ſuch Cockatrices as no charme can qualific .. If God be 
with vs, whois able(ſaych fainc Paul)ro-contend againſt vs? 'ovonuc yep x gs 
affairs irs d\elipnry nedxerur'! iuapttin xperet , for neyther fathan;nor the de- ", Waal 4 
ſtinies them(eluesgcan ouer-rule a man thar is religious and boneſt, He * 8" 
lyuerh inaſeruile awe of the better ſort of men, and onely ſpendes his 

malice againſt thoſe, thatare not ſhaded and protected ynder.the wings 


. of fauour.: 


- J Ow let vs looke into another kind of gelbpg and Giipia '* "4 FRE 
'þ V\ þthe fight,aſped, and ſecret influence of Starres & Planers | a4 Aſtrologie, 
abouc,ſo much more to be feared and ſuſpeRed then the reſt : 
| - as itmounterh and aſpirerh necrer to the throne of: God ; and 
as ſarhan,who remembers that himſelfe was once a ſhining Starre, hath 
plotted and deuiſed more deceytfull ſnares yporrthis grodd, to inueigle 
. and deyowre the diſconteted. And engs Oe mergnarka preſcribe 
of greater gayney lykeconceytes , (then cyther wyll be wincked at | 
in a (choole of trueth, or can wt wand age pou es dealing ) take of- 
fence that I , which neuer helde the credite of anouice in thele matters, 
ſhould confront the greateſt Rabbies, & controwle the courſe withour - 
| knowledge of the compaſle:yer doubt ILnot, but when my reaſons hauc 
beene peized in a paire of equall ballaunce, without eithererrox or pre- 
 tudicate.conceyte , it will appearc , that with my.careleſle trauell ; the 
nlp 40G cre 
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YESLR: | | Re, "IE + 
; | A defenſatine again the poyſou 
M; 4 deſert of deceirfull ſhowes, 1 hane Jayde open and deſcrie&moreflaw-s 
! (44:1 YH  .___ of follie,, then the rypeſt doFtonrs of that facultie,ſhall beeverabler». 
*| | repayre by the reache of witte,or to couer with the fleightes and ftrara- 
4; by -gemes of the falſe experience. IDES WOITESD Fo $28 
AB : | 'Democritus by walking vp and downe, without diſcourſe or argu. 
OW! , | ment, confuted thoſe vaine fooles, which tooke yppon them to defende 
i; i} | | ' Corpora non moneri, that there was no motion in bodyes: and there- 
{08 fore need I put my ſelfe to no greater paines, in taking downe the creaſt 
£7 2648 of yaine Aftrologets, who were as good detend that: bodies were nor 
5 19/8 mo6ucd any way, as to aſcribe ſuch houſes, faces, images;afpedtes, and 
I | 1% | fignes to Planertres, as neither are apparant to the ſence, nor reuealed 11 
J Wi Philoſophy, Morcouer, hawing warily,not vnaduiſedly refolued;to dif- 
is Ps " pearſe the maine packe of all diuining faculties, whereby the pride of 
: "i Pet | man preſumeth without warrant of holy.writte , to looke into the fe. 
-| ['rx8! crete counſayles of almightic God, which are concealed ina clowde :-I 


could not let Aſtrologie eſcape my penne withouraGaſhe, leaſt ſome 
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; 6 Va f | might eyther feede theyr fonde conceyts, with fayned and fuppoſed fa- 
gt nours of the ſtarres, or my ſelfe be thought to diſcrediteand betraye, 
1 the cauſe which is ſo confidentlie yndertaken . The greenous penance, 
46k which a multitude of learned Dofourshaue' diſcharged and-perfonr- 
| +" ol med many yeeres agone, for miſpence of ryme and travel} , ir the.queſt 
£5 of matters that briag foorth no fruite , might ſerne to ſatifhe'the wiſe 
Kiel abour this point, and to repell the cenſure of the ſcrupulous * bur if they 
HL | | wyllnot yer forſake theyr painted heaven, which repreſenterl» nothin 
| 48 | to the ſence bur ſhadowes of abuſe,nor abaridon fables of vheyr fooliſh 
; 11/8 arte : yet let me craue ſuſpence of raſh and vnaduifed iudgement (at the 
; B08 leaſt) ryll the reaſons whicrhave mooued mee ,/and men of deeper and 
| | *6y | farre ryper vnderſtanding then my felfe, to flie theyr haunt, may'be ſa- 
Wo tb tiſtyed with ſound aucthoritie., - Woah = 
LE | My meining is not;, ro'declaytne againſt the knowledge ofthe ger- 
148. ply courſe of heauen, of Planers with theyr motions, eclipſes, & ſuch 
17 0; other naturall and ordinatie meanes ,'as are both mcete and netellarie, 
14." 1 18 'bothe ro diſtmeuiſh dinetſe ſeaſons of the yeere,& to rypen things thar 
$410 are moſt requiſite for the maintenatince of men, in which reſpect , the 
5.0 Greeke poet Ariſtophaner called Aſtronomie , lu uar mip, the 
ft $ diuine or Reanballs ſeivtic :. bur Imiſlyke theyr fraudulent and falſe 
132090 conceytes,which to contevt a malapartand faucie moode, abuſe the na- 
OY tore of a lawſull figne,and ſeeke rodrawe the beatnes (which were or- 
TE &. £241 37? | =T —_— ab. , | | 
{3% dayned for a common vſc) to the reaping of a private'bencfite.,' In the 
ic meane tyme,l require no more then Toſaphat dyd,in the third of Kings, 
; By * 5.Reg.20.1 of Benadab . Ne glorictur zque accinfus atque diſcinfus, thar he 
MER | . which buckles on his harnefle, wyll not boaſt er crake ſo much, as he 
MI } that. puttes it off whenthe field is wunne 7 nor-that mine CO 
"(0207 | this 


.. of Appofed prophecies, .. 


this rhatter,wyll not ſound the trumpet to theyr owne diſgrace, before 
the victorie , Fyrlt therefore let vs note , that the moſt learned and 
auncient Fajologhenuny ſearching grounds of nature to the bortome, 
could never apt ypon this gyft of vnderſtanding by the Planettes.” 
Pyrhagoras a deepe Aſtronomer, by Platos owne confeflion , neyer 
dreamed De futuris coptingentibus, Eudoxus, Caflander, and Arche- 
Jaus, taking ſo much from the Starres and Planettes, as maye ſerue to 
iudge and to diſtinguilhe of the ſeaſon, durſt nor ſteppe. one inche be- 
ond this rate ,. for feare of becipg hiſled our of the, ſchooles of true 
ptuloſophie. Plato youchſauerh not to touch yppon this arte in Tumzo, 
when hee leaueth nothing yndiſcouered about thoſe heauenly bodyes : 
which is cyther poſſible almoſt; or fitte to be vnderſtoode by any man. 
Ariſtotle, neyther in his Meteores, where heſecketh our the cauſe of the 
ſame, nor in his bookes, De clo , which are fitteſt for that purpoſe of 
all other,nor De generatione animalium, wherein Aſtrologers ſuppoſe 
that Planettes beare a mighty ſtroke, raketh any knowledge of the 
ſecrete properties of Starres : but rather giucth thein by filence u more 
deadly nippe , then others that haue a deepe miſlike , with more 
ſharpe ingredience . , Plotinus one of Platos ſchollers, hauing rather 
| heard by rumour , then found out by reaſon , as we reade in Porphirie, 
that certayne buſie fellowes had a taſte of ſuch a toye,diſcourſed in dil- 
proofe thereof with many reaſons of great weight: and though Mater- 
rus for the better cquntcnauvce and credite of the-cauſe ,, giue ourthar 
he was greeuouſly tormented by the deſtinies, before bis death forthis 
offence : it forceth not,, fince Porphirie deſcribing bothe the cauſe and 
manner of the ſame , recommendeth this , with diuerſe other lyes of 
Pha efte,to the game for the whetſtone, Democritus was woont to 
le atthoſe, as \ tres laertins,reportes, that onely lent their eares 
Gs the ſounde of a . ap eronpe oem x Cppeades is made by 
-icero tO reaſon and diſpute againſt the ſame , and the gaping Epicure, 
who doted in ſome the, pommees of weight , could ork 1 AAR by 
any meane, to delight himſelfe with dreames and fancies of Aftroſo- ; 
gie. Alexander Auicen and Ayerroes, whoſe breath js ſtrong inough, 
to ſhake and batter all the paynted forres and bulwarkes of ſtarre diui- 
ners,bende them(clues with all theyr yttermoſt endeuour, to deface all 
kindes of geſlcs,and conieQures by the Planettes : we cannot ſaye thar 
thoſe Philoſophers WEIC peraunt pondering they lived in 7 bmp 
and diverſe of them in the verie places, where this arte was ryfeſt and of 


cheefe account.neyther is ir lyke that they, which tooke VpOR Bart to 
deſcribethe kinde and properties of the ſmalleſt Ant or Flie , would 
haue omitted Iupiter or Sarurne , if there had beene any ſuch impor- 
taunce.in theyr places and regardes , as wee haue beene aſſured in the 


{chooles of ignoraunce , But ſome wyll laye, the Chaldecs were ac- 
ts Ben 7": Lhe quainted 
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1:48 A defenſatine again? the payſon 

W) quaiated with this arte before, and what wyll they conclude vpon this 

pratl proofe ? That recordes were kept in Babilau , of all the rare natiuities 

wn. q that haue beene caſt for the ſpace of 70111.yeere togither, as nat, one 
aq” if Vo or two, but diverſe of their Authors write. It is not poſlible, for Pha. 
} i þ uocinus,a Philoſo pher,declares in Aulus Gelius , that they lyedin this F 
"* account , and that they bragged of a longer date, then could be war» 
raven u9g auQhoritic. , - LENS pos ts 
"i If they deriue their arte from Prolome, the caſe is clearegthat he flou- 
08 | | ri heJ (ts ſpeake of ) but a wh le got from a longer date, ler Pto4 
{ 201Y lome be.iudge, what certayne knowledge may be learned by this large 

\P N 118 account, where himſelfe conuiterh Egypr of groſle errours , not onely 

| 43 DIG ſome perticulars about the judgement of alpe&ts: &c,. But in 

HY aſſent of ſignes, and which is more abſurde , about the courſe and mo- 
1 j df | uing of the Planets, : He was the firſt that enlarged all theſe poyntes, al- 

, wt | though ſome thinges of weight were added and adioyned afterwarde : 

6 gy b. wherevpon I note, that as it is not pollible without certaine Knowledge 

; Ky 0 of the places , wherein the Planetres haue their walkes,or of the ſigner 
F #4 (vpon which Starre diuinitie dependes)to take any certayne ayme .: {a 
"0 looke by howe much theſe diuiners. were before the tyme of Ptolome, 

42 by ſo much their, arte was more rediculous, and nag they ſhould a- 
\þ vo their tytle by the flouriſh of antiquitie , though the yr diflept were 
 - rrue, yet muſt they leeſetheyr credite.by compariſon of tules, becauſe 
| t ' ' the faultes and ouerfights ate euident, The beſt excuſe thar Petrus A- 
h Wa | ponenlis cant make, for Galenserror about the Moone, is, that thoſe 

i Fl matters were notfullie ſounded and expreſſed in that age, which was 
mo , no further off then the reigne of Commodus .. Anaximander iauented. 
1 W08 | ' Gnomonem, for the ynderſtanding of the EquinoQtiates .' Prolome 
wit ' the right vſe of the Aſtrolobe : otherſorme, our Ephimeredes. Tyll the. 

} Vi | ryme of Pithagoras,it was not generally ynderſtogde, whether Lucifer 
RE ' and Heſperus were two ſundrie ſtarres or one, ſhining at. diverſe times. 

4 {8 $00 | Heraclitus, fiue hundred yeeres, before him,confelled in Aatte rearms, 
W124 | "if | that he could not finde any matter woorthy tioting in the former wri- 
$1 ts rers,touching the particulars of Planers,8 yet they bluſh nor to face our, 

FL" WH theyr errors with a vizard of antiquitie, which is commonly the broker 

| iN | ; of deceyt and ignoraunce.I maruell hawe they can deuife ro wype away- 
Wl, this plaine Sorites, that pearceth to the yery quick of their ſuppoſed mi- 

1. ſeries, The Latines giue themſclues to follow Greece. The arceks de- 
_ "i  {rivetheyr knowledge from Arabia, Arabiafrom Egypt and Chaldza; 
+| 445 whereas Egypt and Chaldza; by.the doftrine of our greateſt Rabby, 

| 'Þ j ; - +Prolome, as I ſayde before, are calt off and forſaken for theyr errours. g 
TO Befidegthe Chaldeis were-a wicked and vngodlie kinde of men,addited 
WT} | wholie to the warns of falſe gods,and ſtuddie of yalawfull artes: 
$ #18 - 38 which reſpe& , we ſhould deteſt them rather as the teachers of abuſe 
"Mt Wl bh 
f " M 
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' of ſuppoſed prophecies, 
then youch theyr credite as a maske of falſe diuinitie. Indecd,they gaue 


 themſelues to pratiſe much about the Mathematicalles , which make 


not any man more wiſe, ſayth Ariſtotle : but more rype and pregnaune 
in the sky]1 of numbering,” Neyther ought it to perplexe vs any whine, 
that bothe Plato and Pythagoras were ſo defirous, to beſtowe ſome 
tymein Egypr in thoſe dayes , for morall wiſedome or increaſe of 
knowledge drew them not that waye : but rather an intent to ſee,whar 
God was honoured,and in what ſort, among thoſe menne which were 
Arras before others , in.reſpcR of feruent zeale and moſt precile 0+ 
edience,to the rules of theyr owne religion. ls 1s FETRS 
I knowe that ſome haue. gone ahout to fetch Abraham from hence, 
but eyther they were ouertaken and/miſledde by the neighbourhood 
of Hur, which canfineth ypon Chaldza ; or they wy1l nor {ee the difte- 
rence, which lyes betweene the courſe of nature and the priuiledge of 
Prace, or they forgette the rule of Plato, that in all countries and Cly+. 
mates ynder heanen; , which, bring foorth greater tore of badde men 
then good, ſo ofte as any one applies himlelfe to better meanes., and 
degonerateth. from the common trade , he prooueth excellent. _ 
ee doubte not, but the Patriarches and holy Fathers 'of the coue- 
naunt looked vppe' to heauen, and prayſed G OD in all his mightic. 
workes : but that any one of them preſumed to Giuine of thinges inuis,, 
ble, by Planets which they ſawe,cannot be prooued by the Scriptures. 
This rcafon giueth afowle checke to theyr yaine conceyts, but yet ſince 
they determine-to be tryed and {ifted by rhe Maximies of philoſophy :. 
I wyll not ſticke to joyne and todemurre with them, ypon thoſe verie 
groundes which themaſeJues have forufed. Fyrit therefore let them tell 
mee ; whether all Philoſophers auowe not beauen to bee an yoiuerſall 
cauſe , of all rhipges that are bread and brought foorth heere among 
vs vppon-cacth . .Ifchis-bee -graunted , as of forceit muſt , then can I 
prooue bylyke authority , that not remote and-vowerſall cauſes , but 
thoſe thataxe moſtproper and peculiar"to tuery body , bring theyr. 
perticulac effettes.to pafſe , therefore ought 'we not for knowledge of. 
rticular eftees,to reſort to the Planettes . "The ſunne,which is the 
righreſt, ſtrongeſt and moſt effeQtiue Planet of the ſeen , makes not 
Qualliber ex quoiber ( as rude vnskyltull workemen carve the coun- 
terfeir.of Mercuria out of euenie blocke ) but Ex materia przparata,of 
ſufke that is firſt prepared and diſpoſed for the purpoſe., Then notthe 
ſunne lone. lik Ariſtotle;butHomo & ſol generant hominem,, the, 
ſunne togither with a tan and, wotnan begette a man, Againe,we can 
notfayethatthe ſunne maketl-eyther winde or rayne , alove and by it; 
ſelfe,, whichwere vapoflible : but we acknowledge, that the ſunneus 
able of-irſelfe to qualifie, extenuate or make thionethe groſleſt ya- 
pors, after ſuch a ſortzas they become moreapte and fitte to diflolue and 


O.ii. melr, 


, which melteth waxe , makes daye more 


A defenſatine againit the poyſon 
melt, eyther into winde or water . No man wyll looke for Tygers to 
be bred betweene a Ratnme and an Ewe ,-nor for Lambes'in a kinde of 
mountayne Beares,nor — to gather grapes of a thorne, or figges of a 
thyſtle,, becauſe theſe or thoſe Planettes, ſhewe them fauours at theyr 
breeding or appearing aboue ground in an equall meaſure : no more is 
it poſſible for any ſtarre in heauen,, to cbaunge the properties of any 
kinde of ſeede , which God by nature hath infuſed into cuerie lyuin 

thing for the propagation of his creatures . Let vs put thecaſe in fuck 
familiar and plaine examples, as maye make the point more euident to 
the plaineſt and moſt ſimple vnderſtanding. A rowſt henne firteth vp- 
on egges of ſundrie fowles , 'and all the Planets worke togither for he 
bringing foorth and harching of the ſame ,” according to Pos diuerſe 
kindes* Is any man fo ſimple now as to ſuppoſe , that becauſe the Pla- 
nets,vnder which they come tolyght, are affected in one fort, therefore 
the birdes ſhall nor differre, = | - 
 Againe, prodey the moderate'and comfortable heate of a ſtoue, 
wherin the trees are ſheelded in harde weather from the nipping froſt, 
o equall and indifferent ro. a yet —_ trees beare* - one ny of 
uite, but apples, peares;or es in their proper quallitie. A Door 
preacheth A ul his auditours alyke, an ibabey tabs according to 
theyr owne conceite 7 6nekinde of ſeede was' ſcattered bothein rhe 
fertyle and in the ſtony graund, prey 9 were parched and conſu- 
med inthe ſonnefor want of roote}, the reſt brought footth fine 'huns 
dreth fold toſuſtaitie the people; Where mary 6u&t-ſhodte themſclues 
withfuming wines, the licquor mayebe one, aid yerhot worke the 
ſame effe&& in all , for ſome ſigh,others ſmyle, ſore are Autnme and fi- 
lent, others &tentiue and full of wordes , ſome imbriteJorhers fight, 
ſome ſltepe, others ſing,according to the diuers humors of their minde 
and inftinCt of nature. The heart of man inſpireth one and the ſame 
ſtrength and lyfe,intoall the partes and members of the body, and yer 
the partes doo not receiue the ſame in one degree , but fo farre as is re- 
quite, for the better and more full diſcharge of theyr diuerſe' offices. 
For example, the ſtomache by the force which it receiueth, is made able 
to digeſt the lyuer,, to concoR and turne the nutriment to bloud , the 
ſplene, by ſucking 'ppe the melancholie fſpirites, lyke a ſpunge , to 
purge the vitall partes,the muſcles of our armes and legges,to ſtretch or 
ſhrincke em Inaagrond ng to the ſturring of the body, our eyes te 
ſee,our bandes to touch, and eares to heare,&c, i 90 
'Thus,as the heart is a common and an vninerſall cauſe, fo is the hea« 
uen , as notwithſtanding generalitie of influence, onemember'tnaye 
conſume and pine,when another is 1n perfect plight, fo the ſameheate 
harde , fo the ſelfe-ſamePla-. 


nets cheriſhe one thing;and conſume another,altering theyryertue and, 
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of ſuppoſed prophecies. 
effe, eyther according to the neighbourhogd or diſtaunce of the 
place from whence the beames are ſent; or to the nature of the bodye 
wherein the Planettes haue theyr operation. ,-, One heate, of the body, 
cauſeth bothe Rubarbe and A PEN! ro worke, but nor;alyke,/for.one 
purgeth choller,another fleame , and as we finde three thinges to bee 
confidered in any cure,the complexion and conſtitution of the patieor, 
the vertue of the medicine, and the learned skyll of him that ynderta- 
kes the cure, to temper and compound the ſame , ſo they that wyll di- 
uine of thinges to come , muſt be no leſlg expert in euerie lyghe perti- 
cular,or propertie belonging to,the bodies , rouching which they take 
In hand to gue alketc ge pr in the nature. of the Planets, which - - 
effe& the plotte,and moſt of all in his jntent aud purpoſe, who dyrec- 
teth bothe the ſtarres and vs , augmenting and JeraGing as it ſeemerh 
good to that diyine decree, , which bringeth mighty thinges to palle, 
according'to the courſe prefixed in his prouidence , To conclude, the 
beaſtes which were ee”, ex in the Arke of Noe,from the rage of wa- 
ters., and reſtrayned for a tyme from. theyr AL 16-4 (copes , as ſoone as 
they were {et at lybertic, and. were, copumaunded to.renew.the. world, 
marched nor altogither ip one meaſure, becauſe they were preſerued by 
one colnmon at : but the ſnayle hegapes to creepe , the raw-bucke 
to runne , the horſe to galloppe, the fowles to flie, and euerie lyuing 
thin j applyed it ſelfe Foorthwith' ynto that courſe or pace , which was 


mo 


apt and proper to the Kinde , whereof it was a member .1n the firſt 
arid, T7 Oo ISS. Ss | 9 
"Thus farte we ſee, that whatſoever charter was alotted by the voicg 
of God hiniſelfe to the earth, at the firſt beginning of the world, that 
ſhe ſhould bring foorth Animam viuentem in genere {uo , 1umenta 
reptilia & beſtias terrz ſecundum ſpecies ſuas , A lyuing ſoule in her 
kinde , beaſtes and creeping creatures according to theyr ſeuerall and 
proper kindes,&c. remayneth yet inuiolate : and therefore it is vnpol+ 
fible for any one Starre , orforall the Starres in heauen one , to 
fuppreſte the properties of nature , or becaule this Planette frownes,or 
that , to cauſe that the chylde which is borne ynder it ſhould never, 
ugh: a horſe ſhould nor neigh, a ſheepe bleare, or thatall together 
ſhould not looue the fruite which commeth from themſelues , becauſe 
the Planettes ( which are ſayd to fignifie the good or badde ſuccellc of 
parents and theyr of-fpring)are not well ed, Touchihg he motz- 
oft of the$ heres ind Planets thus much we confeſle, that trom thency 
elower bodies draye the firſt beginning, both of their aion & life, 
aÞ1ine} that Starres/and PBlanettes by a certay'tie comfortable heate or 
ulris (not lyke ro that which is in elements, but rather by the which, 
allother qualities are broched and maintained in their act nndery, 
enflame Ch yertue which Jyes bjdden in the ſecede, and cauſe 1 
& O.11}. 10 


Gen,1, 24. 


Avycrroes, 


it ſel 


A defenſatiue again? the poyſon 
to nin that maner,order,and degree, which the nature of the thin 
rite wyll permit and ſutfer, bh ITY 6 
This ſupreame influctice diſcending from the heauens, as from an 
vniterfall cauſe which fo ruleth and Freftcth all, as it faucth and con- 
cerneth all,afliſteth but impugneth not the courſe of kinde, was called 


' by Pithagoras, Lucis filia,the daughter of the light , not becauſe the 


light conteinerh our ability to ſee : but becauſe without the ſame, 
ſharpeſt fight can not diſcerne or deeme of any coloure, Wherevppon 
we may conclude, that the life whereby thinges chaunge or multiplye 
beneath the moone, is furderts! and made to worke, but not infuſed or 


cngraffed by the nature of the planet,Viuunrevim hzc omnia per ſyas 


anrmas;perque anime yim ſerinibus joſitam, propagantny autem ca- 


4 


fore'celi luffragante (non quaſi viuifico) led ad vitam cujus per ſe ca- 


re fuor commodiſſime diſponendo, For what Aﬀle,vnderſtanding 
ys wife to be with childe, would refort go Jupiter or venus rather then 
to the common courſe of kindezto know whether ſhee ſhoulde bringe 
foorth achilde or a ferpent,a tnan or a monſter. Againſt thele grounds 
it js alfeaged by ſome writers in defence of fuch vaine toyes, that if there 
were nat as wel planers of cold property to haſten death,as the warmth 
of vniuerfal influence doth cheriſh life: al things ſhould perſiſt, and nei 
ther periſh or decay for ever.Bur this raketh.not away the poynt, for as 
the Rhge in whom there is no colde at all, imparts bis influence eyther 
ro conferue or toconfume ,' according to the propeny of the thing ir 
ſclfe wherein he workes : fo God reſoluing that in all chings which are 
alterable and.corruptible in this tranſitory life,there ſhould be firſt an 
entry or beginning,then a ſtate,and atthe length an ende,.diſpoled al I 
the lights of beauen and accidents belowe.as apt and proper meades or 
_ rurzents of bripging that to palle which was foriudged by his pro 
V1dENCE. SLE, | | | 

Beſides, theyr fond conjeAures in this matter can not abide the touch 
for how ſhould any planet be ſuppoſed to be cold, when it is hot onelye 
ntled in philoſophic, that cold and heate are not in heaven : bus beſides 
adrnitte3 for principle in Logickeand the ſamephiloſophie likewiſe, 
Nulli ſpeciei competere ex natura-propria proptietatem-repugnantem 
qualitatibus his quz de natura communi fluunt , for reaſon in a man 
excludeth.not the common ſence which appertaineth voto him indiff- 
erently withrall other liuing creatures Ex natura generis. The heauen 
it ſelfe is vnitas corporum an vaity of bodies, and therefore as one ar- 


mie dependeth vppon one Generall,one ſtate yppon ape Prince,all num. 


bers vpponuitze ; ſo mult all planets communicate jn one vertue, aod 
as God is the cheefe of all thinges tn the world,and yet no part, of the, 
fo doo the heauens communicate with all perticuler cffeRs,not by gi- 
wing formes, but by extent of vertug. _ __. 5 
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' of ſuppoſed prophecies. EET 

The Peripitetickes, that is (as I ſuppoſe ) our wiſeſt and moſt ſound 
Philoſophers, hold for a pfinciple,that no planet (onely the Moone ex- 
cepted) chaungeth propertie, but by regard of place . They caſt theyr 
beatnes with greater ſtrength and vertue fromthe roppe, more RH 
when they ſtoope more lowe,and after they are once depreſſed , and.in 
2 tn4ner Trownrt vader earth, becauſe the lyghr cannot come through, 
(which Aſtrologers themſclues haue called Virtutis vehiculum, the cart 
or conuey of their influence: )it breeds a doubt am6gthe deepeſt in. this 
facultie, whether they giue any ſtrength or none at all , of this 1 am aſ- 
ſured, thathow vnlenſible ſoeuer our Aﬀtrologers defend the Planets, 
to be ſtronger while the carth is interpoſed between their beams & ys,. 
then when they are in Loco duo duodecimo, & diſpoſe their influece by 
ordinary Means that is,per aerem ambientem, no man alive that hath 
one dranime of vaderſtanding, will giue eare or hearken to theyr Para. 
dox: Quz denfisra,maiora,propinquiora,plus lucis & caloris effundiir, 
choſe Planets that are thicker,neerer & grearer then the reſt, ſend foorth 
more f anopal 7 ſtronger heate then others that are thinne, farre 
off and {m3ll, but as for any other qualitie, wherein they may be layd co. 
differre or diſſent among themſelues, for my part I finde it not, Inten, 
tion and remiſſion only may workefome diſtemper,l coofelle, In le. 
mine preparato, in the ſeede or ſubiedt rhat is orderly diſpoled, & pre- . 
pared tothat alteration : but firſtit is {6 difficulr eo flnde, and then (6 
ws in refpe& of diuerſe, accidents, that muſt be vnderſtgode abour. 
the or THT of the ſeede before we ſound the depth \, as almoſt it is 
not polſible to reach to the botrome . There is one impreſſion made. 
in-our, natures by our parentes , another by the countrie which hath 
brought vs foorth, another by the manner of our bringing vp,another 
by the reuerent regard and heed which,mea profeſſe,to live according. 
yp to the poſitive and ciuill lawes : and yetall theſe things ſhould nog, . 
only be.ouer-raled,but defaced ytterly as if hep were none Cie the 
ſuppoſed properties as well of widering as of fixed Starres,if we would. 

raunt to the profeſſours of the ſame their ynſteddie principles , We .. 
Fe that God created nor a diuerſe lyghr, for the diſcerning of ſo many __ 
diverſe colours as appeare in the raincbowe : bur one vniverſall lyghe. 
for all which euerie Starre and Planet in the firmament increaleth for. 
his owne particuler, & therefore we may likewiſe judge,that he created 
not diſtinct- and {peciall properties in euerie Planer ; for the perfeting 
of carthlie thinges,and Pregragg of his holie wyll belowe 7 butone, 
kinde of influence deſcending with an yniuerſall harmony from all the. 
partes of heauen , and working diyerſelie ( as Thaue fayde,znd ſhall be 


,.1 


forced often to repeate ) according to the circumſtaunces of the lace, 
from whence it comes, the ſeaſon wherein it falles, and the f1 ict, 


wh keth. 
crevpon it worke BA 
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A defenſatine againi? the poyſon 
That allegorie whereof Pyrhagoras is made an author, ſuppoſing 


all the region beneath the Moone to be but one cnelie Starre, and that 
 everie Platet hath within it ſelfe, the fourmes and figures of all thinge: 
which afe beJowegconfirmeth ynder an obſcure conceytethis general 
tie of influence, as if not one of all the Starres or Planets, had a fpeciall 
or peculiar intereſt in any man or ſubief more then other : but that 
alrogither with vnited force, conſented in all thinges, accordin to the 
proveupie of Lactantius, In celis vaitas ob elementis pugnz, in heauen 
15 perfett ſtrength and vritie, but ſtrife and diflolution of thinges ſprin- 
perth from diuifion of elements. The craft of fathan our olde enimie, 
ath raoghtvs to excuſe our fault by ſtrength and force of deſtinie, as if 


God, Who is the livelic ſyih and fountayne of all goodnefle , and as 
i 


we reade in Geneſis, Vidit omniaquz feci t,& erant yalde bona, fawe all 

thinges whith he had created;and & were exceeding good ; ſhould 

hane inſþited all the Platters with ſuc wicked and malignant qualities, 

as dyd prouoke vs rather to ceommur diſhoneſt thinges, then to followe 

| Sraak or a5 if the lawes of nature ſhould enioyne , procure-gr teach, 
har nature dooth deteſt and puniſh, _ . *- pw hag," ps 


®* For if by nature no'man ought wo oy or rob another, how com- 
meth ir to paſſe, that Mercurie diſpoſed thus or thus at the time of our 
byrth enforceth theft, drif by patureall ren be induced _to.copfeſſe 
4 God,as Tullie writes,alchough they differ in the choyce of right,why. 
ſhould the Starres encline or leade vs to 1dolatric 7 Can any tl ing bee 
found more inturious to trueth,or more oppoſite to AE; fopls iIfI 
were as wylling todallic and trifle in this, weightie hey 


matter z as they 
ſeeme deſirous to ſetvaititic to ſale for the price of ſoules , it were not 
harde to prooue,and that cuen by their owne authorities , that though 
the Starres were able to forewarne vs of our deedes , it followes not, 
they can diſcloſe our finnes , for as ſaint Ambroſe notes, ro tran(-] 
le is not Facere, ſed deficere, to doo but not to.doo,and diuerſe 0- 
: Yu holde the ſame conceite, not op Bo peccato omiffionis , but in- 
generalf, neyther maketh it againſt this any whitte , that ſuch and ſuch 
are (ayde'in Scripture ,'Fecifle malum , and that finne is an aCtion, be- 
cauſe before we come to deſcant of the mildeede it ſelfe , we muſt con- 
fider and examine the firſt ſweruing from the perfe@ rule of duty, and 
obedience to God and our neighbout , which conſiſteth in the breach. 
of the commaundements', oo OR Hl 
I knowe that ſome late writers ( becing aſhamed of theſe ſenceleſle 
paradoxes, too long defended and maintained in the ſchoole.of crrour) 
confeſle all Starres and Planets to be grarious and fauourable in theyr 
proper kinde : but forced ro'degenerate by mallice in the bodies, wher- 
ypon they worke,&c, Of whome we faye as Chriſte did of the Scribes 
85d Phariſcis,Quz dicunt facite,quz autE faciunt nolite facere, Doo as 
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1." of fapofed prophecies,” \. 
they preach,not as they pratiſe , neyther let any man be ſo ſimple as to 
chick that though __ oo abſurdities which haue no colour of de- 
fence, conſtraine them to ſubſcribe to trueth in diverſe thinges, which 
preuayleth cuer at the _—_ agal aſt deceipr ; yet that they meane as 
they pretend, ordeale in thoſe thinges otherwiſe , then as the Epicures 

at DES were woont to ſpeake of God, with greater reyer2nce then a- 
py other ſett in open ichooles (although they lyued in theyr. houſes 
like brute beaſtes,which looking for none other lyfe then this , dyrec- 
ted all-cheyr ſtudies to the looue, and theyr dealings to the Juſt of plea- 
ſure) is neither probable nor poſhble . For firſt it is a principleamong 
Aſtrologers,that certayne Planets are by nature gratious and kinde , as 
Jupiter and Sol, others malignaunt and offenſiue, as Saturne and Mars, 

Hoc chalcas ipſorum dicirt, This their great chalcas Ptolomie defends, 

and ſo myſt, they, orelſe the kingdome of contingentes,, which hath 

+beene vnderlette and ſhored vpſa many yeeres with ſuch lyke paynted 
proppes,will fall downe flarte and come to rune, in delpight of cun- 
ning, | | | 

To prooue that Planets ofthemſelues are able to worke rare effets, 

they bring an inſtance of the ſunne , which by the force and vertue of 


it ſelfe alone,ſay they, breedeth Rats, Frogs, Fleaſe, and ſuch voperfe&t 
bodies as philoſopbie dooth teach , and wee baue prooucd in our owne 
experience,SpeRtatum admith riſum teneatis amici , Is not this a ſound 


foundation, trowe we , wherevppon to reare and builde a Babell, or a Gene.11. 3+ 


bable rather, Cuius culmen pertingat v{que ad cexlum, whoſe top may 
' reach vp tothe firmamEt?Or have not they great reaſon to be aſhamed 
and.to bluſhe at ther owne deteſtable abuſe, which haue deceyued and | 
miſledde ſo many fimple ſoules, by the glimſe of grolſe imagination ? 
Theſe are the meanes whereby they went about, Celebrare nomen ſu- 
um , priuſquam diuiderentur in vniuerſas terras, to celebrate theys 
name, before they were deuided ouer the face ot a)l the earth, &c.. And 
let meleeſe'my credite,if this be not one of the beſt and moſt apparanr 
reaſons,that they are able to alleadge or vouch out of philoſoptue, for 
the countenaunce of their ſimple Oracles. The warderope is beggerlie 
which pawneth ſuch pelde ragges for robes, and yndertaketh yp rg 
of Princes in their ſtate, by compariſon with Fleaſe in a blanckette, 
frogges in ameddowe. ear "i 
Bur to let ſlippe the chuldiſhe and yndecent vſage of fo fonde an ar- 
ment, which notwithſtanditg ſhowes the pouertie of their defenceg 
T aunſwer to the poynt it ſelfe , that fince the funne produceth theſe yile 
bodyes , Wherevppon they laye ſo ſtedfaſt holde, neyther our of everic 
kinde of putrifation,nor in cuerie kinde of bodie, nor at all tymes of 
the yeere but one , of ſuch and in ſuch bodies onely, as by their proper 
nature areanclined to reſolue .iato that kinde of excrement, | finde 
P.j. x more 


_ = A defenſatine again? the yryſon 


Wh. more reaſon to conclude-ypon this ws that the Planicts worke 2c- 
{1211608 _  cordingro the matter which they finde : then that they giue 2 ſeconde 
_ nature, or corre the firſt by their owne prerogatiue. Plutarch telleth, 
iu; that of Bulles fleſhe(after it beginnes to arrif ) Bees are engendred, 
WI | » P , v 
278 of the fleſh of horfles hornettes,and ſerpents of the fleth of men. Theſe 
1, "BY different effe&es cannot with any reaſon be aſcribed ro the ſunne , be- 
is by caufe/it tendeth and infuſeth one proportion and kinde of influence to 
 .7- all;the other Planettes cannorchallenge any ſtroke or intereſt heerein, 
"ll "becauſe inwhatſoeuer plight or altitude the Planets ſtand, this-courſe is 
| O08 —_ kept withour reſpect}, therefore is it plaine that all thinges be- 
"off neath the Moone,are mide ripe and perfeCt in their kinde , butnot al- 
490% tered or chaunged by the Planettes . It is an ordinarie caſe, to finde 
; Fu martiall men borne vnder Venus , Venereous wantons vnder Mercurie, 
{ER | melancholie ſtudents vider Tupiter, Teſters vnder Saturne, and conſtanr 
0h freendes vnder the Moone}, which giueth a prowde checke to the baſe 
ol. conie&tures of Aſtrologie 7 For eyther by this meane, we ſhall befor- 
Lak | ced to aſcribe our qualities to Planertes of a diuerſe ſtraine, which were | 
48 abſurde , or todeny that wee deriue ordrawe them from this ſpring , , 
| which ouerthrowes the generall, Againe, whereas the rules of arte dif- 
4 pole inditferent and equall fauours and dilgraces, ynto countries that | 
$688 are citedvnder one and the ſelfe-ſattic Planer: we are certified by day- 
We f þ lie proofe,rhat one of theſe driues out and deuowres another, = 
Li 8: 1 Saint Auguftine maketh mention of one Firminus a freend of his, h 
Wy 16" ConfeCli,7 who finding the fortunes of two children borne within his houſe, as 
#8 ys ' farreas any manaliue'could gefle, in the felfe-ſame moment and vn- F 
It YY der one roofe to differre ſo much , as one of them by courſe of lawe - $- 
{008 and cuſtome of the countrie,muſt 1n time become the flaue and vaſſail " 
| | þ | of the other, who washeyre apparauntrto his Lord : gaue vp the ſtudic 
"P12 0h of rhe Starres, as a ſpoyle of ryme and a {choole of vanitie , For what a - a 
[OY thing is this ro be compelled to ſo narrow ſtraites , as eyther in defen- o 
' "0. | ding equall and lyke fortunes , to belong to one and the ſame conſtel- R 
$1 IN: lation, we ſhall be ſure to lye : or in admitting any difference at all}, we 
Wk cannot ſerdowne any certaine judgement , touching matters that are re 
1-$ meerlie future and in the hand of providence , IF any man faſpett the - Is 
"PI trueth of this report, becauſe it makes ſo wide a breach inte their ſtron- Pt 
geſt holdeyler him remember firſt the credite of mine authour ; If he - SC 
contendand ftrine againſt the conſequent,it is ineuitable, if he preſume js 
the minute nor- to haue beene ſo rightly taken as it ought: 'I ſeeno - th 
reaſon to preferre the mallice of pretudicate conceyte , before the dilli- "_ 
ence of one, who ſeeking rather to be ſariſfied with trueth, then to de- y 5 
yuer any thing)that miphr diſcredite arte , ommitred no reſpett or as 
circumſtance , that might gage the belly of the Troyan horſe , which P21 
rader colour df @facrifice-ro Minerua, deſtroyes both Nahas | 
; ang - 
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of hapofed prophecies, 


and Monardhies -, Thecaſe of twinves,which bauing beene 


and brought foorth ſo neere togither,as it 15 almoſt ynpoſlibleto think | 


or to.conceyue a ſtraighter bond, are notwithſtanding tound to differre 
yerie much in complexion , making, witte and qualities, dooth grype 
and ſtreigne Aſtrology ſo (ore,as they that fauour and eſteeme it moit, 
are glad to pant for breath, and Jaye the burden of the fault vppon the 
_ diſtaunce betweene twinnes ,, becauſe tyme Mlippes away with ſuch a 

ſpeedy courſe , as a man.maye ſooner wk ging, es the Nigidian 
8: with one finger twiſe, then deeme of. the naziuities of twinnes 
by one conſtellation ,; Butlet it he ſo betweene twinnes of one body, 
becauſe natiuities, 1 graunt , are-motions that-proceede by ({uccefiive 
minutes and degrees (and yet that harmony,whereof Hipocrates makes 
mention , betweene thoſe twinnes which alwayes weptand {myled to- 
gither, rather by identitic of ſubſtaunce , to vie the proper ward of the 


Philoſopher,then agreement of the Starres,1s paſling ny yethow. 


can-they deuile a difference , or excuſe their errors about,others which 


ſo faxre as eyther diligence or arte can ayme, weredelyueredinto the 
world in diuerle places at one inftaunti?,., When all-is doone,theyrbaſe. 


alaye wyll not abide the touch of a demonſtration .. For if the Planers 
wrought alyke by ſpeciall vertue , there could be no differencein theyr 


(a) 


effet : but ſince we finde fo great a difference in theyretfeR, it is not Gen 25, 26, 


like thatthey are any cauſes of our luck in any thing. lacob & Eſau had. 
Eandem natiuitatis horam,, one and the ſame hower of 'natiuitie , as 


C 
and yet (c)priuſquamaliquid feciflent boni aut mali, before they had 


ryſoſtome,one aſcendent 3” Lav them bothe with equall grace, gon, 


(d) 


hryſoſt. tr 
yrm—_ both by the(a)text it ſelfe,and by the judgement of faint (b) yl OIL, mn 


i.ad Rom. 


© 


. doone any thing eyther good or bad,God looued one,and caſt off ano- 14,1, x2. 


er. / 
Therefore, weneyther can aſcribe out ations or qualities to. kinde 
alrogither -, becauſe:(d) Non omnes qui ſemen. Abrahe- ſunt Glij,, 
AN that are of the ſecede of Abraham are not his ſonnes , nor whohe 


Rom.9.14- 


to the manner of our bringing vppe,,. for loſeph was brought 'epe \ Rom.s. 7. 
) ſalu- 


ſo long in the court of Egypt , as he beganneto {weare, per (c 
tem Pharaonis , by che health of he , and yet xs 269 place a- 
mong the Parriarches,nor any parcell of them to the Planettes, which 
produce no more then the nature of the ſeede affoordeth , If Aſtrolo- 
gers wyll make a difference, betweene the proper influence of Planets, 
25 itis conceiued jn it ſelfe,and as jt worketh with the ſecond cauſes, for 
the bringing foorth of any ſingulareffeft : they teach no more then e- 
verie ſheepheard can as readily finde out as Ptolome. For who knowes 
not that an heire apparantto a King or Empezour, ſhall in rime poſleſle 
his fathers ſcate af God preuent not ordinarie meanes, and thar all other 
pzrſans which conuey.themſclues from the line of 3 , are borne 
Pj. 20 


Gene,421.15« 


A defenſatine again# the poyſon 

to/great honour, The Complement of ſundrie qualities,imparteth dig. 
nitie (we grant) to bodyes that by nature are vnperfe&, but detraterh 
from thoſe that are otherwiſe,and therfore albeit in the time of, Moles, 
God appointed a peculiar meane to purge and ſcoure awaye perticular 
miſdeedes, yer Chriſt extending a more vniuerſall benefite of his moſt 


precious dearh,to all chat conſtanthe belecue in him, hath left the ſame 


as a p2rfet falue and expiation-forall offences. | 
We doo not thinke the heauens to be blewe or redde , becauſe the 


5 


lyght which commeth thence, diſcries thoſe colours vppon earth , no 


inore may we ſuppoſe'the Planets to be paſſionate, becauſe they kindle 


diverſe qualities in bodyes which are apr to alter,' If then the Planers 
profire and make ripe the bodies, ypon which they ſpread their beames, 
without infufing any grace of mallice of their owne : what reaſon lea« 
deth our Aſtrologers to grope for knowledge, which is no where to be 
foun4; or to'tnake an Oracle of their owne imagination? Marrie(ſayth 
one)we want not diverſe other helpes and complements to furniſh out 
this ' ſtage, although-ſo widea breach were made in the perticulers. 
of Planettes, hath beene declared. And what arethey in the name of 
God? Forſooth houlcs, ſignes, aſpects, partes, images, fixed ſtarres, and 
other thinges which make yp their audite . O braue- Aſtrologers , ir 
pittics me to ſee the peeuiſhnelle of wilfull men , who hauing foiſted 
in one groſle abſurditie , are glad to peece and clowte it vp with many 
more as rude, if not wurſe , 'in ſome regard ro'ſhunne the ſcorne and 


laughter of the learned , I ſhould be verieloth to publich and diſcloſe- 


the childiſhe principles, whereon ſo many perſonnes of account haue 
built their emptie dreames : wete it not that Agar wexeth proude a- 
gainſt her dame, and Eſopes dawe hath jetted vppe and downe fo long, 
with admiration and applauſe of all the world , that many are aſhamed 
now adayes to acknowledge and confelle , from howe many rauenous- 
and'fpoyling birdes , ſhe borrowed the painted plumes of her pride and. 
yanitie-. The labour would be verie long and great to rippe and can- 
urs all theſe matters , in as _w_ an ample manner as they ought , but 


ſince the volume wexeth'verie big , and [ haue ſundrie matters of more- 


weight and moment to runne ouer, | will onely ſpend a warning peece 
or two againſt their paper walles, and leauethe batterie to greater or-. 
dinaunce. 

Fyrſt , therefore let vs make our entrie by the houſes Aſtrolo-- 
gicall , wherevnto the writers attribute ſo much, ' as though the Pla- 


nets haue allowance attheir hands of priuate qualities, yet are the ſame 


affirmed to be vyoide of all eifeR, vnleſle the planer bribe his harbinger. 
to lodge him with a freend, and therefore not onely Iupiter (whome 


they admire for his e526 ore ) ſometime wanterh a great part of his 
proper force : but in the third houſe is accounted neither good nor bad, 


and 


- of fapofed prophecies. 


and in the fixrynfortunate;whar would you more 2 They are content to. 


raunt , In locomalo bonum planeram nocere, in bono malum pro- 
ze; that a good Planer hurteth in a bad place, & a malignaunt freen- 
deth in a place that is vahappy. Now would | vnderftind, from whence 
theſe diaine bodies ſhould deriue theyr lipperneſle and murabilitie, 
which in reſpe& of theyr moſt excellent and heauenlie forme and na- 


bn of all other to/be moſt-fyrme and ſtable 2 It werea ieſt ro- 


thinke, that any man in this world ſhoultchaunge his qualitie in enery 
Inne,and therefore inuch lefle they which baue not in themſclues Prin- 
cipium. murationis,- We would make iollic ſport at any vaine Philo- 
phers,thar darſt eyther imagine or giue out , that a man which hath to 


deale in Cheapefide,or Lumbardſtreete , ſhould be diſpoſed and incly-! , 


nedearneſtlic,to become a Mercer whyle be were in a Mercers ſhop , a 
Goldſmith in a Goldſmiths ſhop : and thus alter his intent and humor, 
according to the nature of the places., by the which he muſt be driven: 
to palle 7. diſpatch of his buſinefle,, and yer we dare conceyue more 
childiſhlie of bodies, that/are further fromthe reach of ſence, and nee- 
rer ro the point of immorrtalitie, t 
- Befide, if a Starre be butthe thickeſt part of her-owne ſphere , I can 
notfinde, howe one of theſe ſhould challenge ſo great intereſt aboue 
another,and looke by how much that which ſhineth; is more excellent 
thenthat which ſhineth not, and that which wee diſcerne before that 
which wefancie, by ſo much ought wee to aſcribe more vertue to the: 
Planet which is bright and viſible, then to the houſe which is obſcure, 
and onely(as 1 thinke)imagined . Bur let them tell vs of what quali= 
tie theſe houſes are,of which they ſpeake ſo much? For either they muſt 
be Nuda ſpatia a corporibus ſeparata , emptie ſpaces deuided from the 
bodies,which can clayme no propertic becauſe theſe followe , Natura- 
les formas non nudam 1n tercapedivem,or they muſt be as Philoſophie 
dooth teach, VIrime corporis ambientis ſuperficies, in which none o- 
ther qualitie can be, then is in Corpore ambiente : and therefore ler 
them giae an inſtaunce of thoſe bodies\, whoſe extremeſt part or skyrt 
is a receptacle or a lodge for Planettes, I am ſure thoſe houſes runne a- 
bout the world , and therefore as they chaunge theyr properties accor» 
ding to theyr fite : ſo muſt they ſwerue exceedinglie ,. that alwaye 
make account of one «ffe&tor qualitie,, whether in Oriente or in occi- 
dente,&c. There remayneth then no roome for houſes, bur in Immo- 
bile interuallo,which neyther Ariſtotle nor his ſchollers wyll digeſt, or 
though we ſhould acknowledge ſuch a ſpace , it followes not that it 
worke thoſe properties which our Aſtrologers imagine . Some: of 
the wiſeſt of thar crew finding theyr owne error , and the manifold ab- 
ſurdities that would enſew yppon this ſuppofition , haue laboured to 
Galue the matter with a new conceyte,that the Planets chaunge and vary 


P.iij, theyr 
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$ignes, 


Origen in 


Lewr, 


.grees,cuery degree into three Ico 
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A defenſative agdinit the poyon 
their owne beames according to their fight. Which no man wyll refuſe 
to graunt, ſo that by change they meane intention & remiſſion, that is, 
working with more force & ſtrength at one. zyme then another: but ro 
ſuppoſe that Planets change their natures-with their place, 8& making a 
man rich and honorable in one degree, make him-poore and ſubieR to 


diſhonor & diſgrace in another,may be ſcored vp among thoſe ypadeſ4e 


#4vIxc olde wives fables,which S,Paule reprooverh in his miles ro Timo» _ 
thie For whether the ſunge be dicular or oblique, he-worketh e-- 
uer one effe&,thoughnotat all tymes,withrlike force and vertue. 
| Touching lignes, wee haue to vndetſtand,,.that becauſe Aſtrono-. 
mers for eaſe in aumbering , deuided thecircle into twelve ſpecial 
partes , Aſtrologers.come after and deuide euery figne into _ dc» 
re-particles : and yer not fatiled with 
all theſe/toyes,which no philoſophy doth teach:;(to make their art more 
obſcure & difficult)they tall roattribute perticular effects, firſt ro every 
degree,and then to enery particle, ſyppoling ſome of them tobe darke, 
other cleare, ſome dedicated to Sol,other to Mars , ſome well affteted 
to this Planet or that, others profeſſed enimies; ſome favourable, ſome 
vafortunate,as if the firſt original of this diuifion of the circle, had pro- 
ceeded rather fro the courſe of nature then the liking of Aſtronomers-: 
who (as I ſayde before) without conceit of any property in degrees or 
arts,deuiſed this ſhort meane fortheit owne aduantage,,whervpon,A- 
aham Auenazra one of their beſt doors, yecldeth ſo far as to make 
the deuiſion of itſelfe indifferent,  Ptolome, with all the ſchoole of E- 


 gypt., never-thought-that theſeſignes had any ſolide or firme' nature 


wherein-to conſiſt and therefore Origen, who was beſt acquainted with 
choſe marrers,writeth,that rhe ſigns are Mente tantit intel ligibilia,on- 
ly to be concejued in the minde,&c, For fince there is no certaine pat 
of the 8.{phere deputed to this ſpeciall vſe,that in the ſame,cither xqui- 
noQium or ſolſticium ſhould be cuer made 3; but ſometime one part 
ſerues the curne, ſometimes another, Hac punQta ſunt re ipla nulla, be 
pointes are none. invery deede, and therefore though the learned in the 
Mathematicals, might plotte out with their pen theſe fignes as helps to 
arte : yet maketh this no more then a tale of Robin-hood, for the pro- - 
perties of figaes, which ought to be conceiued & regarded in natiuities. 
The Chaldeis finding this as it ſhould ſeeme, excluded them quite from 
their art,and cheefly made account of images,which prooues their rea- 
ſons to be,very,weake , that thinke the Planetres to retaine as ſtrong a 
ſmacke and ſagour of the Zodiacke, as heatbs of a garden : for.one re- 
ceyueth nouriſhment, ſo doth not another;the plants or roots are fixed 
in the ground,the Planettes ſo farre apart from the Zodiacke,as a citri- 
zen of London might as well ſmell the perfumes of Paris, as theſe c6- 
M unicute ox impart theirqualities , ſauing that to relecue this cxigent 
they hauc fofid out a new deuiſe, that forſooth zwo places in one ſigne, 
” (though 
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of furpoſed prophecies. 

(though they be ſomewhat further off) are allyed more neerely then 

. thoſe that(hauing place in ſundry ſignes) confine and border one ypon 

another, For why (lay they)dooth the ſunne3n Leo worke with more 

effe& then in other places, if there be no vertue in the figne 2 Fotſooth, 
becauſe his' beames doo-more direQtlie ſtrike vs from that place , for if 
the ligne it ſelfe beare any\ſtroke-in this, then ſhould the-ſurme in Leo 

Fw his beames, with one kind of effe&t and force over all the world, 
which experience dooth teach to be farre otherwiſe , for looke ar what 
tyme regions ſited tothe North , are parched and infeſted with the fer- 
vent heate of this conſtellation, the South is foſid to freeze, and againe, 
beeing ſited in Aquarius , at which tyme we ſee nothing elſe bur yſe & 

- ſnowe,&c he parcheth in the South, 8c. The ſunne in Aries, teares of 
the griſlie maske of winter and renewes the world : how !o? by yertne 
of the ſigne ?' Nothing leffe, but by drawing neerer to thele partes, and: 

reuiuing (ina fort) fs olde acquaintaunce with the world, which was 
diſcontinewed and intermitted with his abſence . For if this figne had 
any greater force, in reſpeR it isarrexaltation of the ſunnes how could 
he worke the ſame effe&t1n alt degrees , out of the ſigne of Libra which 
is oppoſite to Aries,among thoſe, which as LaQantius ſayes, Aduerſa 
nobis vrgent veſtigiz? Thus we confeſle the Rime, to be Signum ſulci- 


rans tonitrua,pluuias;&c.caufing thunder,rayne,&c. Not 1o reſpe@ of | 


any-qualitie proceeding from the ſigne to this effe&t : but becauſe the 
ſanne approching to the Rime,diflolueth firſt the moiſture of the win- 
ter with a gentle herte , and after gathering and growing onto _n 
ſtrength,drawes vp thar ſtore of marter whereof the rayne and thunder” 
is engendred . -For further proofe heerof we are to note,that the ſunne- 
is alwayes moſt hotte and feruent in Cancer, though the ſame be ney- 
ther his houſe nor his exaltation , and which is more , vot a fvrie figne - 
but a wateriſhe ; and therefore we may with reaſon referre diſtempers 
and perticular diſeaſes to the ground , inreſpe&tthey wayte not 07 the 
Gene, but onthe ſeaſon, Touching the manifold & endlefle controuet- 
fies and alterations,am6g Aftrologers themſclues vpon diverſe points, 
as namelie, whether the {igne giue yertue to the Planet, or the Planet to 
the ſigne, whether the ſignes deriue any qualitie from images and ſuch 
lyke: I wyll not ſpeake tyll I be prouoked by ſome other meane, be- 


cauſe 1 rather chuſe to ouer-ſlip aduantage'in abridging proofe,then to | 
offend by ſtretching or enlarging poyntes, which are more incident to © 


the matter,then requifite for ſatiffaftion . This is inough for a taſte of 
true-philoſophie concerning {ygnes; & for the reſt, I doubt notof their 
priuate judgement in diſcloſing and diſciphering the grofle packe of 


abuſe,which eyther are enabled by light of reaſon , to diſcerne a fancie 
fromatrueth,or haue beene taught by Logicke, to diſtingmſhe things 


which are archicued by themſclues, from others that arc broughr-to_ 


alle by accident, 
oY | Theyr 


0. Eo At rt. TER EE 
*« OASIS x APES; 
SC To. Gs. TI. oY W's Se: 
ONE i A EA. TK af Ee; 5 ER OT Ae,” 7 
FN * SAT 2 4 IE AT 44 bo SF bi LO "E at 4 MG 9 #7 oC 4s - £ $2 
Sx Eft: +4 oF Gl : I f # 
NEO -a BxIE+8. m4 Fe PL ; 
A 3 PESTS 2 FS.” . 
Nal> pe Y "2 £ 
GEMS 
0.5 "EP x woe 
OT IT ORR 


br BT TA. X 


"Em 
LRN Y 
CES TEE 42") 


< 


; # 
OL. : 7 - He 2 PO eek Me SES! oof $65"V5. 1 
$4: A £6795 $6 Ag ons; 387 By *.. ; # 
Fe MALE WIPE 2 a 1 IS EIN RX $3" £658 - 
Bees ns ey Le In EE So nes Edad 


AER EEE 2» 6 as or _ 
p TY Hr "0 get nine $5 ae 4 "Fg AIC DIE HEE \Foat: wax abt . La _ _ 
2 3 a, BG $I Tf, LS Rt 3 w_ 4 F AL bs ax of " ' 
EOSIN IT EE ONLY Pot: Reo ot EINER SF Ln Ts” oof ado BY SEL, 
: . Tg B's wo. & 7 Egan ff 108 oo IT it 128 PEE EE; 7 58 3 "WP. 2 £8 5 F +. 
<A" © Me"... 5 » T8 ** OY x bg "1 
W n 


* I 4: 
FAS WP 12 


A_defenſatine againtt the poyon 
y age ms  conceites about aſpeRes of Planettes , eytherfa- 
T.2-: le and luckie, or vonkinde , *__ therewithall vnfortunare , 
are ſufficientlie ſhaken by this certaine ground of true philoſophy, 
that the diſpoſition of diverſe cauſes tending to one certaine ende, can- 
not forgoe their vertue by meere diftaunce onely. Let them bring 6ne 
inftaunce againſt this out of all Ariſtotle,and I wyll deale no further in 
the matter , 1f the ſchoole of natural] Philoſophers and learned men, 
"144 confine the rage of paſſhons and affeRzons to the regiment beneath the 
; Tas Moane, and Iob affures vs , Fecifle Deum pacem 1n excelcis ſuis; that 
or |: | God made peace and amitie among the ſypreame bodies, how can they 
(3 BO feigne ſo many bartelles and conflictes , eyther among the gods them- 
"> ſelnes or berweene their beames , as that yerſe of Ouid may no lefle a- 

gree with vs , then with the Painimes. | 
| Mulciber in Troiam pro Troia ſtabat Apollo, 

And the fortune of acommon-wealth, ſhall ſeeme wholie to depend 
ypon the fauour of a Planet , The celeſtial bodies, can neyther proffer 
wrong,nor ſufter any thing if it be not for theyr good , as the Moone 
receyueth lyght from the Sunnegto her owne perteCtion and increaſcof 
maieſtie, Beſide,there is no dreaming of conflift without concluding 
a decaye;becaule the ſecond alwayes followes and enſues vpon the firſt, 
but nothing that hath eyther place or courſe aboue the Moone can In- 

 terire, therefore it is not poſſible for any-ſuch conflites or ouerthwarts . 
£0 be among the Planettes, as haue beene ſuppoſed, moreouergif theyr 
formal! regardes of Quadrar, zrianguler, ſextile,oro, oppoſite , were 

able by proportion to pag 7, way of beames,then might they like- | 

wiſe chaunge the nature of the bodies , from which thoſe beames doo | 
come. becauſe the vertue of the beame-can haue none other head, then a 
Corpore arradiante , which were too great an errour to be imagined. 
Why ſhould lupiter in Cancer , communicate no qualities with Mars in 
the ſigne of Leo,which are neighbour ſignes ? Wheteas we make them 
joigne their beames in verie gracious and freendly manner , after 
Mars hath been remoued further off into Virgo with a wider diſtance, 
 fince this principle cannor bee denied , that, whatſoeuer woorketh by 
meane of 1nfluence into any other kinde of thing , Quanto proximius 
elt patienti,tanto agere cfficatius, the neerer it is to the ſame, with the 
more effe&t and ſtrength ir workes-, fo that albeit diſtaunce or neere 
+ acighbourhood may diminiſhe or increaſe the qualitie : yer can it not 
corrupt oralter it. But put the caſe we ſhould admitte the paflion be- 
tweene the beames , for the compaſsing of which they fetch about fo 
| many giddy turnes : | hope they will not otherwiſe demaund the ſame, 
then with their old prouifo, Vt minus nobilia patiantur a nobiljoribus, 
which cannot any whit auayle or further theyr conceytes, conſidering 

#bey frame theyr plontes.in {o ſtraunge a ſort, as Sol the prince of Pla- 

| __ 


Aſpettes. 
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nettes , ynto whome Philoſophers aſcribe more glorie then to all the 
reſt, is not onelie greeued but infeed , and oftentimes ſore wounded 
by the mallice'of a rebel. T he conſideration of aſpeRes, depends vpon 
a true dimenſion and Jiuifion of the heaucn into certayne lymittes or 
confines, by which one Planet'is denided from another, T hetrcfore 180, 
parts in diſtaunce make an oppoſite aſpeR, becauſe the ſame redoubled 
makes vppe the full nucaber, lykewile the trive by triplication , and fo 
. foorth 1n czteris, If then this figure or proportion,conferre fo ſtrong 
a vertue for this cauſe, why giue they notthe lyke allowance betweene 
the number of 42.and lykewiſe of, 45.degrees, whereof one multiplied 
Hue tymes, another eight,arriueth to rhe Fife-fave periode? Marry (lay 
they) becauſe another ſecrete lurketh in the obſeruation, for that the 
rrine quadrite and {extile aſpet by multiplication, cowpriſe as wel the 
number of the fignes alſo,&c, | -f | 
_ Oſtrauoge- Philoſophy , whocan deride the coniurers of Egypt, 
which wrought all thinges by fraftions of Arichmeticke , and. blinde 
charaQters of theyr owne deuiſe : when in our dayes ſome bluth not,to 


face out more grolle deceyre with letle probabilitic 2 For my part, I can | 


conceyue no reaſon, why we might not as well to contriue and warrant 
an aſpe&t within thyrtie partes , becauſe the ſame conteyne no lefle the 
. double edged myſterie whereof they ſpeake,then thoſe other thar have 
| beene accepted by theyr lyking, & ſcleQed by theyr dilligece. And thus 
we {ide into that groſle abſurditie (which Ariſtotle reprooueth ,& not 
without great cauſe) of ſcanning qualities. which are naturall and an- 
nexed ynto bodies, by-demonſtrations which are Mathemaricall and 
abſtracted from the ſubie&. Theyr other argument of comming out 
of ſignes,Eiuſdem generis, becauſe the Planets cannot pofſiblie regard 
one another with a ſextyle or a trine aſpet: but they muſt be both ey- 
ther in a maſculine or a female ſfigne, is not woorthy the repeating.For 
let them ſhewe ſome reaſon , why theſe lookes alone, ſhould breede a 
ſtreighter lincke of kindred betweene Planets in reſpeR of place;then 
nature dooth betweene twinnes, which are engendred not by the looke 
or ſinel, lyke the colts of Arabie(if Plinie write no more then may be 
warranted for truerh) butof the ſubſtance of the (clfe-ſame parentes, & 
are conceiued in one moment, whereas notwithſtiding, our own expe- 


riefice doth daily'reach,thartheſe differre no lefſe then white and black, 


then good and badde, then Eſay and lacob, then Hercules and Amphi- xk 1 go 


- trio: | But if onely the childreg of this world martie; whereas they that 
ſhall be counted woorthy of the lyfe to come, and rifing from the dead, 
doo neither marrie nor are-matried, but ſhall be lyke to. Angelles.&c. 


- Why ſhould wee fayne a tnaſculine or feminine propertie 1nþeauen, Gala. 3.28, 


where neyther it hath vſe nor ende? Andif among thoſe which haue 
put on Chriſte in this world, (as S.Paulc Th. is neither reſpe I 
; | 
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i A defenſitine againit the poyſon 

of lee or Greeke,of tnale or female, much lefle in the ſpheres abvue; 
where neyther camall operations , no? concupiſcence hath any'roote, 
nor the gnes Iyke blocke-houſes can be fayde, to harbouror beſtowe 
ſuch forcible or defeRive qualities . But marke how-well they prooue 
their concord and agreement in aſpect, by comming out of ſignes eiul.. 
dem generis, for by the ſame proportion 1 wyll vadertake to prooue, 
the lookes, which are moſt onerthwart and oppoſite, to be as fortunate 
and Juckie as the reſt, becauſe bothe Aries and Libra, Cancer and C:« 
pricorne , are fignes ciuſdem generis, and ſo are all the reſt , whoſe re- 
gards are oppoſite, Moreouer Ptolome prooueth in his third booke, 
that not the ſextile onely which is good, butthe quadrate which is ma- 
lignant,aunſwer one another oftentimes,our of fignes that are not on- 
ly of one kinde,but likewiſe of one qualitie: whereas on the other fide, 

e Planets which are in ſygnes of diuerſe and repugnant k&inds,regard | 
not one another with a quadrate or an oppoſite aſpe® at all tymes , as 
ſome thinke , but ſomerime with a ſextile in the greateſt fauour as ap- 


' peareth. They vouch another proofe out of rags; wath muſick, where 
t 


the baſe accordeth better with the treble, then wi ſtring between, 
as if the dreame of harmonies in heauen , which hath beene quite for- 

n euer fince the date of Pithagoras, ſhould be reuiued for a colour 
of this paradoxe: and yet he drew this fiftion with greater probabilitie - 
from ſpheres,which in reſpe& one lves aboue another, maye be compa- 
red better to the ſtringes of inſtrumentes, then ſignes which vouchſafe 
not any way ſo fitte and apt a figure,to the countenauncing of fo friuo- 
lous a fancie. Diuerſe haue been verie d:]ligent and inquifitiue,in fin- 


ding out the right and perfeR ground , from whence theſe fancies of 


aſpes were taken , but in mine owne conceite,the ſundric ſhapes and 
figures of the Moone,according to the lymits of her approching or re-. 
ryring from the ſunne ( who lendes her lyght) induced diverſe to pre- 
ume the lyke of other Planets among themſclues : and I beleeue this- 
elſe ſo much the rather to be'true, becauſe the lookes which are ſuppo- 
Za among Planettes , by the writers in that arte , doo o fitly ſute and 
aunſyere thoſe which are aſcribed to the Moone, bothe in-number 


andin qualitie, | 
J Necde not ſtand yppon the confutation of thoſedreames, which are 


deuiſed about partes of Planettes, by any other ground / then theyr 
owne authoritic which were inuenters 'Fthe Eble, ' For' Hermes 


neuer gaue them ſo preat credite in prefiguring euentes of thinges , as 
by inueterate-error (which ſome that ſpeake more mannerlie call cu- 
ſtome)they haue ſince thoſe dayes obteined. Againe,Ptolome the arche 


Aſtro» 
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— » of ſgpofed prophecies, 
Aſtrologer promiſing todelyuer his inſtruftions & rules, pi din ays's 
xa apfucy aramrianozrr3t,not by partes and numbers voide of any perfeRt 
realan or effet : 'and 4 pomroiaanct, wow: by ſandrie men, z«} p# 
wilamy 9075» Acer , abd hauing fo perfwaſiue or _pithie reaſon toin-- | F 
duce themſelues , declare his weake-conceyte aud iudgement, of theſe [4 

oo proppes and 1" eonns of aſtrologic , For ſtraunge it were, 
t diſtapnce ſhould Joo'more then-ne1ghbourboode, aud that the 
aſcendent ſhould. worke-moteby dimentian then by influence -. .' But. 
not content heerewith ,- as.if there were no ſtint of oldewiues tales, 
they ſuppoſe and fancie ſundrie meetings and concourſes of the ſtarres, 
Io ſpecies imaginum, 10 the inthe ar Ingen, aſcribing to'the ſame, 
Pos properties of thinges which they ſeeme to reſemble in theyr Kalen- 
er. | | | 
| Wherevpon, Auenazra one of the beſtlearned of that crew , can finde 
none other cauſe, why Ptolome ſhould call that figure Lyram a harpe, 
which we call Vulturem cadentem a falling Vulture, ſauing that euerie. 
man-(fayth he) may as well chaunge the name in vſe, as he hath altered 
the figure in imagination... Nam quemadmodun aliz alijs ſtellis pro 
.oculorum arbitno coniunguntur, ita diverſz.fiuot imagines , for as 
Starres ſceme to be matched or combined, according to the indgement 
of our eye,ſo we conceyue the figures .' As if a man would [6 
that fach a ſhower of rayne would bring footh lyons, and ſuch ano- 
ther citties, &c, becauſe ya cloudes which let them fall,repreſeored ſuch 
a kinde of mage , For to faye that Starres have greater force in brin- i 
ging theyr proportions to paſle , and leauing the print and ftampe in 
nature , 15 but a begging of the queſtion , which wecall petitionem 
princip)y ,vntyll they prooue their maximes,cyther by more pregnant | 
reaſon,or-more ſound aucthoritie: | ; 
Beſide, the body of the ſphere being rounde , :maketh this conceyte - 
moxe atbjtrane to the lookers on , for ſtyll it ſhall be lawfull, eyther 
by taking in; or leaving out ſome Starres, to caſt what ſhape 1t ly- 
keth them , in the moulde of fangie  I-wyllnottake aduauntage by 
the Chaldeis , who confounding Seorpio 'and Libra. in one maſle, 
could nor' be induced to admitte more images then eleuen , nor thar 
the beſt authoritie that can bee vouched tor theyr defence , is taken - 
out of Aratus, fyrſt a Poet , who by cuſtome hath obreyned lybertie 
ro gloze., andthen;, as Cicero. confelleth., altogeather ignoraunt in 
matters; which bee takes in hande to write 2 - I maye-probablie 
conieure , thar.if GOD (at: the fyrſt eſtabliſhment and publi- 
cation of ; his legall ceremonies among the lewes) appoynted none 4 
other images-in the ſeate of Mercie, then two Cherubines, and thoſe Fy,q 25.12. | 
Reſpicientes ſc mutuo ., regarding one another, &c. + ag 
| MATBEE 15) | Qui, It* 
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A defenſatine again the poyſon 
# iv not 1yke that he would garniſhe and idorne his ſeate of maieſtie, 


with images of Lions, Tygers;Beares,& ſometime of monſters allo, as 


Centaurus and ſuch lyke, warring and conteoding without end among 
themſelues: Whe it falleth out,charſtrife, which nature ſhunnerh 
and deteſteth jn this corruptible world, is marſhalled among the ſtarres 
for a greater ornament. | Do CO ra At Fe: 23 
But looke with what auQhority the {earned in Aſtrology preſume,to 
caſt the-Stars into ſo many ſhapes,the Rabbines of the lewes are not a- 
ſhamed alſo to deriue' their alphaberfr6 rhence,as if without a moſt yn 
{.nfible vntruth,or rather a maine ſwarme'of lies: we could neither find 
an'Aſtrolobe in Egypt, nor Orthographie in Paleſtine; Arbitrio enim 
figura ſunt,u&tu til . Forin concevt, ſayth Bonauenture, they are fi- 
ares, but in verie deede they are nothing , Diuers ſeeme to woonder, 
what ſhould fyrſt encourage men to fayne theſe toyes: but for myne 


part I conceyue with Eraſtus, that the fourmes of images were fyrſt de- 


rived from Ho mrInn or correſpondence, in effetes which the ſunne 


worketh in thoſe places . Thus Aries is called ſo, becauſe the ſunne ar- 

riuing 1m that poynt, cloatheth the ſoyle with a new fleeſe, and ſoketh 
vp the moyſture of the winter. Taurus, becauſe the ſeaſon is moſt firte' 
to manure the ground. Aquarius and Piſces, water all the world with 

rayne. Scorpio be innes to pricke with colde. Sagittarius, to ſhoote vs 
through with the froſen darte, In Capricorne, the ſunne beginnes to 
skip and leape againe lyke a goate. Libra peyzeth thedajes and nights | 
in equal! ballaunce. Leo takes bis name of ſtrength and feruent heate, 
Virgo of ſterilitie , which are cauſed by the funne', repayring to thoſe 

laces” *- | 

| Now let the reaſonable judge , whether it be lyke that theſe ſuppo- 
ſed images,which(as I haue ſayd before) haue none other fourme then 
fancie dooth afſigne , ſhould eyther giue a qualiriezor alter that which 
Sol himſelfe(from whome they drawe tkevrfigure by ſimilitude) im - 
parteth to theſubieR; Is itnot inough for huſbandmen,to take notice 
of the fitteſt times and ſeaſons of the yeere, wherin to plie their labour, 
by theſe bright and blaſing ſignes; without Aftrologers ſhould adde 
the properties of brutiſh beaſtes,to worke in vs by nature, what js not 
in themſelnes but by imagination ? Beware of oe vnder Scorpio 
(faye they ) leaſt thy lodgings be infeſted with toades, ſnakes, and ſuch 
lyke vermine.as by natureare moſt venemous. Againe;they teach that 
Phiſicke is vnholſome', fo longs the Moone is in'Tauro t becauſe as - 
Bulles chaw cud, fo wyll he cauſe thee to caſt vp thy medicine. 'To thoſe” 
that ate borne vnder Corona when it ryſeth, they promiſe a kingdome,. 
ynder Lyra a fiddle, wherevppon theſe ſtraunge abſurdities enſew , that 


fyrſt our fortune hangeth onthe judgement of oureye . Secondly, we: 


know not what to truſt, becauſe all eyes diſcerne not fourmes alyke, but 
chaunge 
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: of fappoſed prophecies. 
chaunoe oxy to the glimſ of phantafie. Thirdly,it is quit with= 
outthe compalle of all reatonable rules , that euerie thing ſhould have 
the propertie or vertie of another, which it ſeemerh ro reſemble in ex-" 
ternall ſhape,and laſt of all , alrbough we ſhould allowe their fourmes 
and images according to the plots,or rather ſhadJowes o their bare c6 
| ceyte: yet were it not exceeding ſtraunge that Taurus in the ſphere,” 
£ ſhould effect and diſtribute the qualities of Taurus in the paſture?Wel, 

letvs beare with this generalliticof images , becauſe they grourid the 
ſime vpon the figare of a multitude'of Starres,concurring tormally (if 
you beleeue their aym:s) In fpeciem imaginis : what bring they for 
_ thoſe. images , whichare ſuppoſed to confilt in the front or face of e-"” 
uery ligne, a0d that with ſuch diuerſitie of royes, as a-man that readerh 
and peruſeth their vnſenfible conceyres,would thinke he walked all the 
wigs ina world of antickes. WITTE Es pr8 
In the face of Cancer , they paynt out a young man well apparelled, 
his'ſhape betwecne a hoſe and an-Elephanr, 8c. In the face of Leo, 
a tree with a deepe roote,, and a dogge couched on the braunch there-! 
0©,'Some 'place a fayre woman inthe face of Aries, others a blacke'a 
Moore. Some aye there is a golden pype in the face of Gemini, a bar- 
king dogge and a Dolphun, others a young man defiring to be pur in- 
to Ceeglons armour, To the third face of Scorpio, the Arabians aſcribe 
a Horſe and a Hare, the Indians a wylde Bore and a Libarde , others a 
man vppon his knees, which is moſt probable of all the reſt , making 
ſute ro: G O D, as 1 ſuppoſe, in the behalfe of all Aſtrologers;thar they 
may once againe be reſtored to theyr ſences , I leaue out many more,” 
the tedious Jiſcourſe of which, would not cauſe ſy many men to ſmile, 
as toicaſt yp theyr ſtomackes. The Agyprtians,Chaldzans,old Greeks, 
and oldeLatines, were altogither voide of any knowledge of theſe ima- 
ges in faces, which condemneth Halte ten times moregfor fathering the 
ame vpon'the groundes of ProJome, for where he teacheth, ra mwyara- 
Thure ix dew d)exady di n\gy Thu woziptm wwe yrs &c, He meaneth one- 
lie figures of the beaſtes , aſcribed to the fignes and fixed Starres, but 
ſcemeth notin any place to take knowledge of the other'. Some that 
are aſhamed of the rude and harſhe report of ſuch vaine toyes, haue 
gone about to qualifie the ſame , 'by noring that diuerfitie of ſtraunge 
effeCtes,are rather paynted out , then ſuch images indeede compriſed in 
the face, &c. Whereas the deepeſt and profoundeſt Doors of theyrfa-. 
eultie defend; Verifſimas imagines contineri, that moſt true and live- 
ly imnges' are conteyned in the ine, and that they worke ſomeryme. 
thinges ſutable and correſporident to oy outwarde fourmes ,''and 
ſomerymes preatly different;as appeareth by Albumazar. 
But how ſhould [ ddorie.there blinds antickes, when theyr eyes can 
ſe no further then mine owne, thevr Aucthors are flatre Infidelles , ac- 
| s Q.iij, carfled 
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A defenſatine again## the poyſon 

curfſed þy.che.mouith of God, theyr wittes but ordivarie and like other. 

menoe., theyr iud nt ouer-caſt-with ſuch a multytude of myſtie, 

 clawdes, ſent foorth from all the quartersand comers of theworld, as 
it cannot mgvpars put foorth the beames. of perfeCt voderſtanding. 

I could alledge a number of lyke toyes , without any ground of 
trueth or geſſe of probabilitic , brought in to dazell and perplex the 
wires of fimple menne,whome they-would make to woonder at they 
kyll,as bothe the head and tayle of the dragon, fortunes parte , which. 
hath the firteſtname and place of alltheteſt,becauſe it is 3n-erie-deede 
the parte of nothing, &c. Whereas they leaue out wany "opt v of 

greater weight, and ſeeme to value them with verielight regard., be- 
cauſe they cannorreach the depth of theyr interpretation . For ſince we 
muſt belecue,, that eyther there.js not any kinde of influence at all in 
theſe ſhining bodyes,or if there be , according ro the rate we muſt de- 
uide the ſame among them all : what reaſon or authoritie can bee al- 
edged , for the culling out the number bf. 1022, ovely, from among 
the-milltitude of fixed Starres ?.as.if not onely nature, which notwith- 
ſtanding Philoſophie would never graunt, bur God himlelie her foun- 
der,had created any thing in vaine or to lyttle purpoſe. 

But letys ſee what ſhiftes they make to wype away this blowe, which 
loppeth not the twigges or braunches of conceyte , bur ſtriketh at the 
ven balke of ſtarre divivitie, Petrus Apponenfis,one of the diſcree- 
teſt in that rancke , FoeOmag what EH}. tft ah againſt him by 
this argument,confefſerh in playne termes , that the greateſt difficultie 
conſiſteth in:this poynt alone : but notwithſtanding , holdes it as a la- 
bour, that maye bee atchieued and ouercome with dilligence, Haly 
thought,that G-O D himlelfe eclipfed our preſuming cunofitie by this 
thicke clowde, leaſt otherwiſe wee would haue aymed further then be- 
comes mortalitic . :But howe dooth evther of theyr aunſweres warde 
theftroke , when:bothe acknowledge that to be-moit infinite , which 
they would couch within the campalle of an Aftrolobe... Another fin- 
ing this-flatte jnſtaunce in the former ſtrength , deuiſerh ro.diſpatch 
the ſame by ſetting downe this principle, that onely the greater lyghtes 
ought to be {canned and regarded inthe judgement of greatwatters, 
2nd that there is ſmall etfect in the leſſer: 1dque propter COIPOIUM EX © \- 

. Iguitatem , and that for the ſmalneſle. of the bodyes, as if they could 
deeme or deſcant of theyr vertue, when they never vnderſtoode whether 
any werean them or-not : asaf the leaſt of all thoſe fixed Starres which 
they regarde (Þ lyrrle-, were not bigger then eyther Mars or Venus, - 
whome they magnifie ſo:much -, or as if the ſmalleſt Starre could bee 
counted lyttle,in xeſpect of any thing beneath the Moone, or of all the 

| | Bux 
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of ſuppoſed prophecies. 
Bur firſt [craue it maye be noted,howe much they ſtande beholding” 
ro theyr olde freend Ptolome concerning this one poynt,, who allow- 
ing to the Planertes ordinarie lucke,atfoordeth to the firic Starres more 
happinefle then maye be imagined .. Regiomontanus in lyke fort, with 
other of that ſide,preterre the properties of fixed Starres, in reſpe& they 
are not Fugaces & moment anez , ſed ftabiles & perpetuz : bur I paſle | F 
them-ouer . Againe;ſuppole that euerie ſingle Starre could- worke” 14 
greateffe&t, wharmaketh this againſtrhe meeting and concourſe of | 
many ? For whereas many handes make vppe one fu] and perfefte 
ſtrength, the leauing out or miſſing of the leaſt diminiſheth the ſtrefſe, | 
where many voices make a fiveeteconſfort , we cannot leaue our any | 
without want ,- and where many fimples are compounded in a medi- 
cine, for the helping or correCting of that excellence or predominaunce 
which is proper yuto cuerie one, the ſmalleſt exrour breederh a great 
inconuenience. , 
Bonatus ſeeketh to eſcape at another loope, affirmiog all the: Starres- 
to be conſidered and vſcd by Aſtrologers, although they cannot name- 
themall in reſpeR the fignes are yſed, &c. for whenſocuer any Starre is. 
coextended ynto any ſigne, within the ſelfe-ſame lynes he prooueth ir 
to worke, according to the vertue of the figne itſelte, without reſpeR or 
mixture of his proper influence. In deede this'might ſufhſe, if he could, | 
prooue that fixed'Starres deriued properties from fignes, &c. Bur ſtyl! | 
. mee thinkes, in louriſhing the fonde conceytes of error , with the co + = 2 f 
lours of pretended sky1l : the partie leuelles with byte ayme (forall li 
the world ) as if I ſhould vndertake to tell what is doone in Calecute, 
or in thoſe citties of the Moone , which Lucian defcribeth in his Dia- 
logues .- Therefore becing guiltic ro himſelfe and in his priuate con - 
ſcience,as I conceyue, ofa verie friuolous and unpertinent imaginari- 
on : he demaundeth to lyke purpoſe, though with greater probabilitic 
why they may not as well diſcourſe of bodyes; whoſe perticular effets 
they cannot reach, as diuines are woont to preach of them, and yet for 
all that ynderſtand as lyttle.. | 
To this I aunſwere, that theres a difference betweene admirin 
and commending them as workesof GOD, and making them the 
cauſes or diſcouerors of future accidentes -., The fysſt 1s free for 
any that dependeth on the prouidence of G OD , the-ſecond fitte 
for none that are but duſt and aſhes . Againe,I graunrtthat he, which 
ſeeketh onelye to vnderſtande the nature of the-Starres , as well as of 
the ſimples in the fielde , maycbe ſaydeto vnderſtande in. ſome de- 
Sree, though he bee not exquiſite and perfect in them all : but if a 
man wyll eycher compounde a . xs our of diverſe ſymples ., or 
ſette downe aconſtellation , which compriſeth and conteyneth proper- . 
tics of ſundrie Starres, becauſe. one maye reſiſt or helpe, deminiſhe_ 
OT - 
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[to foonhficele Emours by lyke termes of mutability. 1 milo nat 
Gy as Tullic did, Non cadere in deum ipſum &c.that it 11 aot to the 
Mhare of God:himſelfe,to foreſee the certaine proofe. of things to.come, 
which requite the mecting/& concourle of diuers accidents : but this I 
-dare affirme without etixcroching any iotypon the power & ſtrength of 
God,that:man can iudgeno further of euents to 3,0 then the cauſes 
of the ſameare actually compriſed in the thinges themſelues ., from 
which we take our ayme andderiue our knowledge. For example L wil 
pur ſome caſes, that may make the poynt more cuident. -- 
"A mantharſers a tree, can tell what fruit it gh ro 
'beare by kinde : mes warrant or affure himſelfe before 

thefruitbe gathered (by on the ſame) that it ſhall not bee ſha- 
ken by fone ſtorme or aſted by ſome bitter winde , or conſut- 
med by the Caterpiller, we know not whom they ſhall reſtore orhyn- 
mans ſhall eate them, or what effe& they ſhall. woorke in cating, 1 
not but that potentially, all rarer one of theſe eftets arc en- 

Ry ae i proper cauſe : bur after ſo diuine and wm 9 be 
cauſe Ne oeentien 1d wyndes may dyuers 
quarters;andin euery minute hs 42 i we can refolue 
{of 5 ce wil manErmuabeaconmg war 96. 
'thatare to E; th more tourninges1n and out 
I Ine them: the labarinth which held the Mino- 
taure. If 1 be norreſolute ypponthe courſe whichT my; ſclferake with- 
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4 Aff pare - 

-ake within ſeaueh ayes 3'\can any :manalive;deſery nwarde 

the of -a blinde nativine?7-:Ler eyenic 

bony wa re boon Wt 9997 confiderhis'owhe 
2tid call to minde;; how often intheworke he eng hrs «d&- 


wiſe yppon ſidden chaunce', which was ; debated 
ned with leſoregrif they benotwplling core al this 


pre; bJetc- 


them to the Dawd,.whs confeflerh that almoſt inthe twink - 

of ner foo formdu kinde of forwardnefſe Saptneſleinkituſelfe, 
norws were Ne hho ang therxs for- 

beare King Saule,or ſe to murder him . Godlie 

from BMD 7rnvbaridablc fancies fro "i 

os rw gndreny one nor!otherftom/rhe Planettes!  Imagi WP 

mivanc and hane decermir Ts ute 

of mine encounteriag by = for woilhc 


re oporaat 
: m_ of te Hheps Enid 
.thyther-ward,! 


dots Myphrices on 
die': the queſtion is , whether alſtheſe chaunges 
conſequenceto leade vs from one hazard' II tan beprin Hy 
ot obſerued-in the figure of the cooſtellation, - 1-1/7 b' > - 


. A woman waſhing of her childe by a neces Gdabekdhbe fade 
chaunced totheare: the ſuddaine crieof anotherchilde of. hers v 
| roaning baftilic to ſee-what was the zaule; -aarFygrns 
!ymte infaunt: with a knife had'woiidcdirdalfe fe almoſtrodeath, ard lay 
moves IRE" blond;The woman perplexed with this heavy 
jranne backe to bring.away other which ſhee'lefr behinde: 
bur! before her comming, it was drownedin the ryuer':,- In-the 'theage 
ryme- arrives the father of the chyldren; who beeing yppe and 
infained ſuddenhe —_— force of nature,and fuppofin thativiras nor 
ible for theſe miſhaps to chaunce fo-dinerſehe;-wi | 
'Or foltivin his inife netier gatic over beating! heckefe th 
Jab; & footthwith, as a man notableto withſtad fo violent aſtorme of 
care and kindlie greefe,caſt himſelfe headlong into the ſelfe- fame wa- 
rer;wherein the ſecond <hylde was:drowned., to make 'vpthetragedie. 
This is nofayned tale, but the rrue _ ofa ofnhng i deoe/by wi which 


A IO Jour 
meanes to necre. about 
pars wg nor of Planettes:rrthe firmamene : A916) pat rata en 
any { thinke,that eithet the.fi or the mearies 
whick afterward fell out; were revealed bythe fig ' Aſtro] 
 Imaginethata poore mais leaueth miany chyldren/; -naithodts 


-maunjenanage 0 bring them vp, wherevpon a noble man meetingoee - 
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Qe;:oOr / 
le: ran 
"me GC REC KI 
bythe yn rr Ye WITS" mindeof the 
pattie; whether he would oe thatway or not; nor the meanes whereby 
leprabiGoll wa to rayſe himo that honour, becauſe his patrone might 

I have ſer/hjrogpacile nn a goiſehawke, astohisþ 
| A if Rf, bitauſtrhe Pri leQed.othersto'that 
Firladlyket him ,; nor wk inſtrarnent chat ayded in this 
= welloald confeſle thereadinefde of witte to.proceede 
m the Planets ;forthar the cauſes are too farre diſlincked and difle» 
veredftom rheyr ſtraunge effeRes,, and the chaunges wich induce the 
fortune, 06 = 5743 Has ar and deuided from the reach of 2 qr +I 
» What 'manaliue could're}l the French King , that a n_— 
dirweeds the legges of his/ſoaneghorſe in an open 3 ſhoul 
cauſe theſame to fling ,, ry{1 herhrewe-downe the Pee Abemes 
Jotlaut braſed wit the fall) that he deceaſed afterward? Who 
could: wSanchoking of Nauarrexhata woman; 'lertirig his 
onely chille and heyre fell out of the windowe of @gallerie 
ſhould be anfthour of ſo many: bleeding tragedies as feil'oiir in that 3, Wa 
nemer tre Pro phet-could have picked out of Mars and -Saturne,the - BE ſe ahrraviss & | | 
þ war which'befell ou of blefſedmetnorie, King © | 
rnd name for:dacties{fake(in &he was foun- 
Colledge.in Cambridge,wherin-I was tp) 
ira portofhonout;ſometyme floting;in the ſurges 


corey eflecping 

dfriſhap lomeryme poſſeffing forrainecrownes , fomeryme ſpoyled 
and depryved of his owne'y ſoreryme a Prince, ſometymea apriſoner; 
he co/ Ar opuer;Ngn oe myſerable, {omeryme a 


the 


ſomerymein pli 
tive among Acme mnt el -t6 
-©T haye Ghde re; hoof the Plnetzes nas ybefafde 
to-worke rr wr to! __ hung thin "Be 4 
| according: t6-theproper tkin at Oe -1r-ſelfe G which Ms - Sb | = t 
leth Secundam ſpecies ſuas ,touchingrorher ſtraurige euents, which d Iraw = 
| theyrvertue,, rather from the meanes:thar n bythe-waye then "0 
from the firſt intene, from fortune:then' fore- depending alto 
þ mae the meeting abd concanrſcof- digerſe accidents' 4 'are:not. 
tpteloninacelyeucroreimpns endes, burthey may-bewireſtell,altes 
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A defenſatint again the poor 


redandenterchannged, by the meanesthat-come-betweene,,! 4 hole 


< 


themto bee brought toipalle by. chaunce altogither, in reſpeKt of vg, 


though God by TIE dyreCte them as it ſcemeth beſt ro-him, for 


effeting of his holy poggeſis , otherwiſe it had not beene poſlible for 
Jaſon,giuing athruſt at the body of Phexcus bis enimy,with a mind, to 
kyl1,to hane lanched an impoſtume, which without this thruſt yndoub- 
tedlie would hawsmade anccode of him. Agaioſt this ſome alledge,that 
as thecarpenter may gefſeat the goodneſle of the frame by, Sp of 
of the tymber, ſo nay wealſo;at the courſe of thupges, by poring in 


\Planers:; bur mine auriſer:is to this , that the members of compari+ 


ſon reſemble not in any:-poynt, forthe tymber'is a cauſe. materiall of 
_ 99 be-builr, the pe gar propa fo of any _ mo 
ſhall worke,, the carpentercan indge of the ſtrength and ſeaſon of « 
10 en Pe he reſolues to builde , but. Aſksologers neither vn+ 
rſtani{the properties of all thaſe Planets, which they take vpon thera 
to knowe beſt,nor of a wotld of Statres beſide, which becauſe'they cag 
not mirſhall in their arte, they giue ouer and ſet-gur 4's by x the 
carpenter conceiues according to the proper cauſes which doo fildome 
fayle and we by ſhaddowes of our owne conceite which doo never fol> 
Jowe', Laſtofall,no wyſeman will-ſuppoſe it to be halfe ſo eaffe, for 
vsro'difpoſe the Planets after ourowne wy1l , as for him to ſquare the. 
tymberafter his 'owne fancie:- wherefote vntyll the carpenter can tel}, 


-noronely that the building'wyll continewlopg whichis not hard. but 


that it ſhall bane Lords of this or thatdegree,as tymes fall our, thatir 
ſhall be ſubie& ro this diſeaſe or:thar, that ſuch men ſhall be boroe, and. 
ſuch a9 ne PIREPOLL ws ory, we _—_ a _e) mop 
aman at a . tro an vie; ail other aymes and genes: 
are to0 ALE th ſupport Aſtrologie. - + 1 ten g pts 
- Wherefore Tconclude,that theknowledge: which is drawne A caufis 
remotiflimis,as the Planertes is/obſcure,,. albeic we. ſhould graunsthar 
there were ſuch athing ;; that which we.borrowea remotis, better.then 
the firſt, bur yer not ſo cleare that we may ground our ſelues yppon the 
ſame, as Sentinelles diſcouer from their watch, that mev approch vnto 
the walles by night, although they knowe-not what they bee, &c; and. 


' that which is deriued a Propinquis;fromthe cauſes that are neere , and 


ſuch as neuer fayle of theyr effe&ts-Nifi natura impediatur, Voleſle na- 


wn rroggs enterrupped in bercourſe,are to: be;regarded wich - 
Ko 


araunce , -It is one tbing to preſume , that 1n Autumane the ſea wyll . 
be rough , becauſe the windes are Joiwde and 'boyſterous'about tha 
tyme. and another to diuine, that ſuch a Pinneſle freighted with ſuch 
kindes of wares,ſhall periſh then-and-in ſuch alybertie . I can progno- 
ſticare that humours beginne to ſtyrre, and that agues are moſt ryfe at 


the fall of theleafe': burthat ſuck'a freend of mune about that tyme, 


wwhomthey ſee a woman grox-with 


'be:butwhitherit hall be one cz 


welfayle in matters which are lubiect to; | 
gaules from our ſelugs3-what are we lyke z0.dop Es ) tara 
farte aboue the ore why, "eh Shy hs Jt»! 
;” It were expediens for him:that-would pr _— ſticate,1n thi 
Manner, to-contert each ſeuerall-effect with ohmke ;L CAL 
cauſe we are nat able tc rme,in reſpect of 

of our _— refore-it were an onerLi 


they » 


diets 
wngarenziny of 
matter . For as they It 


= 
alde ck an otherin the face ws en ſmlinge. 


. -'Plato comming neereſtto the tructh irſelfe, defenderh Omnes xk 
rare bartontbrale _ ron 9k AG- 
1a1t; 


kecit,c 
wikewd Nm Godnealtgs pref pc ar andithey Gen,.zr, 


exccedyng pry rar ok rule; i 0117; planetaries 
marr /. 1m arpropeies inſtarres and. planets 'their-king- 
dome can not wn py aſcri teto-Mercury, wantonneſle to-Venus 


| furyto Mars,inconftancy to the Moone &c. | Obiefting out.of Julian 

the runnagate,agaynſt whom S, Ciri} woah very\learnedly, thatthe- 

| So—_—_— ought noviwbe.ſo generally y'vnderſtogde.: for, whereas 

ry 08 yr ere comnrnrny woman rye frm; gee ng 
nngd,a D 785 

be and her cpa ecoadrall which are left for 


can not obteyne the prize, tilihe haue contended orderly, andas-it was 
reuealed to S. Panle imanotherplace, the grace of God ſuffyſethvpto 


all;5gapetuagrr pd if uySlarrawinky For myverve;layth fic, is made Lows 6 


Q in infirxn 
page _ R.:3, The 


rtrong or weake hiippy-arynforuwngte i oe Pen 20. 
fight of God,whoſe knowledge 18. ptofouad =——Y 


exerciſe of vere, as for encieaſe of benefire , for he that contendeth \,, Tim, 
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Tb 139, 13; | mt 
Tob.6,5 Tels, 
bp :Thefilhrefecued you _ verttic of 
= 
mR_ eC of Prue; ſprematted notfoutudls in 
tdiog others rorepe htaunce:wherſore 
finceb r rote and other thinges Cenkounayona/boene pleas 


fah'Ood to' Nees ater o lory oft&-6aroffonts; uienue of Griieſis 
wp & tat infidelity.But thou this argument 
S 4 notthempiliceot the PlaroreiMor 
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bite ti6{eſſe vertuo nid fed ther/ro the hodiſes themſclues;and ſome 
rimes the exaltations arc inlyke aikido, tn - «that 
. whitſhonldlightit Tiwr6;whick is _ Mn Gee 


1 0) thi op entree roles abs exs:the 
depree:th Edegree/cheminure;and en —_— pyonmryy 
tie doctors ſtining abour enety one o knowe bywhar 


Mmeane'any man'aliue can preſcribe ofredninky bref} 161101 T 
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1p the birth, he adderh afterward;that notwithſtan- 
hs Sh 
thi note, that ſpeaking of the firſt 
there wetenoneother remedy? ; 
rranteth'the conftellation ap pred no ho then i fir- 
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or | them,cythertouchi thinges to come o 

Ay FUR er liens aces ſame], yea 

1n a ſort the courſe is re 199 Ys Cel of our 
ortune 


will: meta amend yu ceo om >herg/er 


bythe _—_ I nr nears [riony/ony 
It thy Rte Fen Oanee Giner alles, 

| Us tho#ithih 6thers; 2 ar diStnne's 

es we find by proofe, thit the liucr Moone 

herwiſe, which proucth {in a fore) tharevery pry is rated by 4 fuera 

Mane deſtiny Whit je Cf wichorrey SOODUY & mon 


A pep Pan mv 
ES 'ake;the loungs re ſound:when'the 
nn thatebey which will 


| -of fippoſed prophecies, . 


be perfeQt in the generall, ſhould ynderſtand the meaſure of the partes 
(of the brayne and heart , eſpecially from which the ſences take theys 
ftrengthi) ad cyther note the tyme wherein ech parte was perfefted by 
- worke of GOD, or giue ouer gefling when the groundes are friue- 
OUS, ES # ob | 

If all this cannot ſatiſſie their ſhifting heads, yet let them ſhew their 
reaſon which ſhould mooue them to diuine of matters appertaining to 
the minde,without knowledge of the moment wherein the reaſonable 
foules , which are in deede the ſingular and eflentiall fourmes of men, 
were inſpyred to the bodyes , Thar our reaſon comes from God, we 
learne not onelic by that text of holie writte , which prooueth that hce 


breathed into Adam, Animan viuentem: but by another which comes Gen,r. zy, 


neerer tothe poynt, affirming vs to haue beene created after his owne 
kenefle or fimilitude, and againe, Inſpiraſſe animam quz operatur 
thathe inſpired a ſoule which worketh,&c.Diſciplina intelleCtus reple- 
uit illos, hee repleniſhed them with the diſci ſine of vnderſtandin 
wherevnto the Preacher ſcemeth to allude , where be wiſheth that. the 
ſame body may returne to duſt , Ec ſpiritus ad Deum redeat ynde venie, 
and theſpiriteynto-G OD who gaue the ſame,&c.Bothe theſe and di- 
.uerſe other paſlages aſſure vs , as Lfayde before, that our reaſon comes 
from God, who made vs Lords and rulars ouer beaſtes in that reſpect, 
:but if wee come to-ſcanne the minute or the tyme , wherein the ſoule js 
Enitte andioygned tothe body ( as Aſtrologers muſt doo before they 
reach at our ). then wee ſhall be driven to blowe the ſeeke, for no 
man.is ſo fimp 
before the mother feele it yrre , or the weakeneſle of the partes wyll 
ſuffer it to giue a —_—_——— yet that is the firſt aſluraunce that 
-a mortall man may take of the lyfe inſpired , Neſcio qualiter in vtero 
.meo apparniſtis, neque enim ego ſpiritum et animam donaui yobis,&c. 
I knowe not howe you came into my wombe , ſayth that honourable 
| works of the Machabees (meaning of a cheefeſt part of an ; Fo I 
q - gaue you life nor ſpirite,8&c. Whereyppon I may conclude, that 
(the ——_ 5 ym firſt bet nning to be mad as to'bee the 
.cheefeſt in account, beeing thus | and obſcure, itis not poſlible 
to gefle or ayme by other meanes, which are nor lincked to the kinde 
or perſon of a mann ſo ſtreight affinity, The marke that onelie reſteth 
yneth then, whereby the Prophetes maye directtheyrayme, is 
yon of bytth,- which notwithſtanding is ſo ſhaken and aſſaulted 
greateſt ProRorsof theyr owne, decrees: as when the chylde 


br 
is. borve, andall hinges inthat order that themſclues deſyre., they 
cannot agree togither, nor reſolue yppon the groundes, which ſhould 
allure'vs of atrueth inthe ſubſtaunce of the matter. - 

| Haly goes aboutto proous, theyme of conception and natiuitie to 
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le as to doubte , that the chylde hath lyfe a good while . 
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A defenſatiue againit the poyſon 
be the ſame, becauſe the ſunne is ever at rhe byrth,eyther in the ſeuenth, 
ninth, or tenth ſigne,, from that wherein he was when t Was 
0+ 
ny betweene all tymes , becauſe the ſunne was neuer yetin any-figne, 
Gon which he is not diſtaunt by ſome number of degrees noon 
or other,and belide theyr baſe conieCture in this poynt;, hath beene as 
ofte diſprooucd as-inany . Their other fancie, that whatſoeuer is the 

lace of the- Moone when wee are co ſhall aſcend when wee are 

rne: isfalſe,and ſo confelled and giuen ouer,bothe by. Haly,and di- 


verſe other of the beſt i Ree Aur TL 


Againe, how many diuerle accidentes muſt flocke togither,before we 
can deuiſe to take the certaine-minute of the byrth of any man > For 


firſt a 8&y1Full perſon muſt be ready with his inſtrument, in the cham« 


ber wherethe chylde is borne, which eyther chauncerh not at all orve- 


 rie fildome, inreſpect of baſhfulnefle in men, to preſſe without regard, 


ar vawyllingnefſe in women, to admitte them withour reaſon to that 
ſecrete fellowſhippe . | Then muſt the parties viewe be ſtopped or em< | 
peached, by no kinde of lette or hinderaunce . _— | the byrth muſt 
not onely be by daye, which is a narrowe poynt : but with all the daye 
muſt be bright and m—_— without any clowdes to'diſturbethe mat- 
ter « - Furthermore, volelle their inſtrument bee verieperfet ander- 
ace for the preſent minute; as perhappes it nener4s. Auencodan is of 
the' minde, that Ratio partilis hocoſcopi uacillabir; Theſe difficulties afe 
yerie ſtreight, and yet not comparable vnto others tharmay be rewern- 
bred,for though the diall be moſt iuſt and true, andall the howers of- 

derlie deuided 1n the fame : yet if the periodes and poyntes of halfe and 
quarter howers,and the ſpaces betweene bothe, bee not as deintilie dy- 
reed and obſeruedas-the reſt , all comes to nothing: . To this ſome 


 aunſwere, that they recke not ſo much of the certayne minute for fince 


there are ſo many pertycles of tyme, whereir-ivisnev peſhible for 
man - chan wars pee. to be borne, as appeareth biyche cuſtothie 'of 
Aſtrologers , who neuer almoſt caſt the byrth according to the minute 
which is brought, but-take apart of that which eyther goes before, or 
commeth after, it isno+harde-to finde it out by rules of their profeſſi- 
on 2 as though there were any-arte or ſcience ynder heauento teach; An 
res fit fata,whether a thing be already done and perfeted;orto divine 
De preteritis. Beſide,ir hath beene often ſeene;tharthe minuew 
one Doctourputteth off, another ſerterb vppe , thoughnenher of thern 
bothe be found to reſemble other. I wy auorrouch theyr Citculim 
Medion 71 at of late to helpe a fainting cauſe, by Regiomonta- 
nus, and rhe treſhe Aſtrologers , . becauſe it is inoughfor vs to vnder- 
ſtand, that if the Starres and Planets might affoord as certayne fmours. 
and-diſeraces , as they write-;.yet are the-termes of fortune ; with the- 
whor-- 
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2 of fippofed prophecies, « 
_ whorling of the ſpheres, ſo violent and ſwift, as what ſoever in the laft 
degree dyd promiſeggood ſucceſle,ypon the next remoouc is turned to 
_ In lyke manner,as Selencus ſayde, that common-wealthes as well as 
priuate perſonnes , bad their priuate- deſtinies : fo they _ to fiſte 
and trie them out by three ſhe deviſes: Firſt, they rake a kinde of marke 
or ayme, by the ſhaddowes and eclipſes of the greater lyghtes, then by 
the ſtate or influence of all the heanens ; when the ſunneentreth into: 
the front of Aries,and thirdly, by report of the certayne minute, where- 
in great Monarchies and Cirties were eftabliſhed. I am-not ignoraunt 
that the Romane idolators (long before the ryme of Chriſt, and ſome- 
-what after) ſeleRed to themſelucs a certayne daye , by the-terme and. 
xytle Dieinatalitiz /, whereinthev would have ſacrifice made;to-the 
ods for the fauour of theyr mo , as if it were of a certayne 
rth., and yet nor one of all their hyſtories which I could ever reade, 
deſcribes eytherthe daye or hower- wherein the firſt ſtone was layde of 
that renowmedcittie . We finde that Romulus cut off his brother, ey- 
ther for a verie ſlendercauſe or none at all, and that the morter of thoſe 
mightie walles,was'at the firſtbeſprinckled and rempered with bloud-: 
but touching other obſeruations, reportes of hyſtoriesare filent. 
Princes haue beene more preciſe about this poynt then common- | 
wealthes,as reth by the NE of Pharao', Antiochus,-Gen.4 0.25. 
and-Herode,of which-hree, the firſtvypon his byrth daye,cauſed his ba<-2.Mach.s, 
ker to be hanged by'the necke, the ſecond commanded that all the zea- Mark.6.21, 
lous ewes ,, hich would not put on luie garlandes ar the ſacrifice of 
Bacchus,ſhould be put to death, and the third, ar the requeſt of a daun- 
cing sknte,ſtroke of the head of faintlohn the Baptiſt . It hath beene 
euer counted not onely lawfull, but expedient and requitire, to cele- 
brate the benefites oFGod ypon certaine dayes, for the faſter printing 
them within-ant memories, ofwhich ſort were the feaſts of Palleouer 
and Tabernacles, by preſcript of Moſeshis lawe, the keeping and obſer . 
ning of thoſe dayes religious and-hohe,, wherein bothe Heſterand lu- 
dith(by the mightie worke of GOD) redeemed their poore countrie- 
men from the yoke of ſeruitudeafrer this Feſtum Enczniorumy, which 
was holden by our fauiour Chriſt himiſelfe,and now with vs the feaſt of 
Chriſtmaſle, Eaſter, Pentecoſt,8c. But as theſe have no mixture of the 
Pagan rytes,no more canthey' be vouched in defence of dayes, wherein 
the Planets are conſidered, + © * pms 7 08 
Many write the Chronicles of Venice, and defcribe the yeere where- 
inthe people beganoe firſt to aſſemble, in that ftreighr for ſuccour in a 
ſtormy tyme,as many write of Switſerland, and other countries that are 
ruled in that ſort : but none-that I can finde, obſerue,the minute of 
theyr firſt erection, as a-marke or meane whereby to deeme of the = 
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== A defenſatine again# the poyſon 
ff of theyr proſperite,Onely Paule Flerent, noting two conſtellations,vn» 
; | der w ich the ſtate of Florence. was refreſhed after long and bl 
| | warres,findeth them ſo crofle and oppoſite one to another , as him 
4 is forced to confeſle, that ſmalllyght of afſuraunce may be taken from 
RE; ip the blaze of this beacon . If our Aſtrol divine in generallitie of 
SE perilles or diſeaſes, tofall out eyther in the North or South ( as theyr 
. craftie manner is)the world hath rather cauſe to ſmyle then feare , be-, 
i | cauſe the mutability of perſons , fortunes and occaſions in this vaſtable 
lad lyfe is ſuch, as he that —_ onely by that leuell of the Preacher, Vidi 
1% bedddas cunftaquzfiune ſub ſole;er ecce yniuerſa yanitas et affliftio fpiritus , 1 
. ©1:14+ haveconſidered all things whichare brought to paſſe ynder the ſunne, 
a | and beholde all was vanitic and affliction of the ſpirite,&c, may glance 
j 12508 | at thinges with greater probabilitic , then others that preſume with 
1A | het of pride,ro looke into the ſecretes of Gods ſacred ordinance.. 
bed | f they diſtinguiſh by particular alotting this miſhap,or that to certain 
3454 prouinces(becauſe they lye more ſubie&t to the fignes wherein the Pla- 
How! riets are at the tyme of theyr defte&t,or vnder the ligne of theyr tripli- 
$2; | l citie:) the ground is falſe, becauſe it is not yet _—_ ypon among the 
itt leamed in this arte;to what fignecuerie ſtate is ſubieR . It is a world 
Ts to ſee ; howe Ptolome and Albumazarskirmiſhe one againſt another 
= in this matter, wherevpon the ſchooles are altogether quartred and de- 
p» + uided into parcialities . Thelyke debate aroſe in olde tyme betweene 
"8  Egyptand Ptolome,one tr, part of Arabia(which confinerh 
Ft _  vpon Egypt) vnto Aries,another England and Germanie : ſo that howe 
== Kb thoquinieie lyein , ſofarre are theys iudgernentes 
"T6 from conſent and vnitie. | | | Min tn et! 
Some aſcribe a Prouinceto the ſhoulder of a ſfigne , another to the 
ki thigh,and after comes a thirde, who excludes the ſame from any part of 
Wks it. A man would thinke that theſe were baytes enowe to angle fe vn- 
ilk 48 | learned fooles: but o the Proors of this ſophiſtrie ſuſpeCting, that 
14 if theyr skyll were ftinted within the lymittes of natiuities alone; it 
i ih would decaye theyr profite verie much , haue deviſed anewe meane to 
44 115% make men alwayes eger and deſirous of theyr furtheraunce , for fo the 
1.10 pg rminde of any man be ſtyrred and incited from aboue (lay they) to de- 
"001 maund theyr judgement touching any matrers whatſocuer , = pre- 
WS: ſame that therewithall the Starres and Planertes are difpoſed and mar- 
nts ſhalled in a certaine courle,to diſcloſe the ſecrete, Would any man {i 
F 4.60 poſe that learned DoRors could be thus farre ouerwhelmed with ſelfe> 
ww. wyll, if theyr writinges gane not evidence agaivit themſclues ? ſurelie, 
Hl for mine owne part | would nor thinke ircredible , but lyke that wic+ 
- ked ſeruaunt inthe Goſpell, they ſhall be bothe charged and conuited 
bg t; 'E by theyr owne auCthoritie. For put the caſe the thing which I demaiid, - 
$17 Bz.. becingeytherpaſt orouerblowne before Laske ( though vaawares 
© 0 mee) - 
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* of ſippoſed prophecies. .. 
to mee) or ynpoſſible to-bee atchieued or; obteyned by,avy meane ,-in 
bothe which caſesit cannot bee: ſayde to haue Originem. velicauſam in 


 natura,, an originall or caule in nature : ſhall we take the Planertes to 


be lyke: Sibillas tables, , which, repreſented to the ſences in a traunce, 
whatſoeuer any man within his ſecrete thought cquld dew(e or imas 

ine > Hath God nothing elſe to doo, but to ſquare the figure of his 

lanettes by the patterne of our fancie; 2 Not ſo laye they, neither can 
we warrant any.certayne aunſwere to the, point, ſauing when the minde 
is mooued Ceelitus; from heauen,to propouind it to the, party. «Is this 
the tricke of it 2 Then letthem teach vs firſt, to, make a difference be- 
tweenetthe fancies which are ſtyrred vp from heauen., and ſuggeſted cy- 
ther by the deuill or the fleſhe , which are alwayes ſleeping mn our bo- 
ſome,arid almoſt at no tyme (without the grace of God) ſecluded from 
the working of theyr mallice. 


The ſtraighteſt rule that I can finde,wherby to meaſure out this dein- 


tie difference ,is by comparing the defires of man 2. withthe reucaled 
wyll of God in the glaſle of a. good conſcience ; which zf we doo,there 


i3.n0 doubt but the greateſt part of ſuch friuolous- and fond.demaunds, - 


as are propounded tothe Doors in Aſtrologie, ſhall be weeded vp as 
baſtard plantes, which were neuer planted by our heauenly father , nor 
tooke any roote in the ground of godlineſle .. But put thecaſe that ſa- 
than were in-Nleepe, and that the fleſh rebelled not againſt the grace of 
God :: howproouethey ſuch a ſtraite athnitie, betweene the thing de» 
fired and that which cauſeth the deſire, as-lyke the rwinnes of Hypocra- 
tes they muſt laugh} and-weepe together ,-or that the Planertes rather 
muſt attend lyke pages to content our humours ? To this they aun- 
ſwer, that the ſame force of the Starres which concealeth what we deſire 
to vnderſtand , twitcheth vppe our wiſhes and defixes to looke into the 
miſteric . Asif the Starres might not as well inſpire,our mindes, with. 
vnderſtanding of the ſecretes which wee, ſeeke to knowe- ( if any ſuch 


thing were meant) 2s dragge and haleys vpward , withoutany warrant 


to be wiſer by the trauaile., '; -/ | tan | | 
Beſide, if this were true, the figure ſhould be ſette according to the 
tyme, wherein we wereeſpriſed firſt with this deſire , whereas Aſtrolo- 
gers are yoontto iudge according to the minute of inquiry, and laſt 
of all we have tonote , that zlieyr excuſe of twitching onely , toucheth. 
thinges which eyrher are in preſent, or ſhall be in tyme to come: where- 
as the writers are not aſhamed to giue rules pconcerpag thang which 
are paſt long agone;and Iykewiſe which ſhall neuer be, Touchiog their 
abſurdities,whith ace almoſt as infinite as Starres, , if 1 ſhould ynder- 
take to ſpeake /, a; volume were not able to containe the multitude. 


Prolome wyll allowe none other reaſon, why the Moone ſhould be the, 
moylſteſt,aud Sazurac drieſt among all jhe Planets, rhen becauſe one is. 
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—_ A defenſatine again? the poyſor 
W3/ 1900 next another furdeft frs the opti ſovle &c; whicherror,al- 
AER beirvery ſhame enforce a nu ſchollers, lykehe ſonnes of 
(C1.1441 Noe to<onceale and ſhaddow en __ reuerent- regarde _ 
4 bf is an n ſo farre ſpredde; "as it breaketh out in divers of tvs 
MFI | es.Some hold the great coniunftion tobe betweene Saturneand 
F247 Mok indeede were true, if theſe two mighty Planets ( — 
uy | | beamesare __ were of -one condition or property.: but bei 
lh —_—_— as they are,one muſt of force abate. an other, and br 
[74 _ by this-meeti1 As of all: extreames, Omnia-medioeria nihil ſam< 
bi! jew YA ey driue rhe floud in-the daves of Noe 2oſuch a 
1: time,as rathercauſe aflame , -if Aftrology be true: becanſe 12 
| F; ehaunced (as they write) [n medio.ripli icitatis igne#,0r els we muſt be 
Wl fay ne to iudge of ſtarres as we doo likewyle of reamevgthar ane 
—_ | _contrannes. 
| 43 +Morcouer it is not vnknowne, how chldiſhly necedeotyiroburkt 
{oj of them deftode,rbar Planets vader the beames of the: ſun -are parched 
it (108 or combuſte : as if they ſhoulde bee-greeued with a migrame.in theyr: 


whe the ſunhe-ſhines ouer them, or as.if the {unne it: ; 


.- _- heades,lyke men 
tcherh or offendeth norhing:ypponearth, bur Materiz 


4 I, FE. ſelfe ( 
| | MX vitio) Calpe {6/daungerousand hurtfulbro celeſtial] bodyes,wher 
#1 ſ; is no defe&t of marter, Ap prochipg neere ynto the ſun,and neyghbour- 


ih ' hood.inreafon, Seoul LU ave efole cheefe cauſes of this parchinge- 
8 whieuatiey ſpeake;addyer they thinke,the Planers, to-be of greateſt 
mir Foren mectethe ſunne in eiſdem minujs in the ſelfe ſame 

s.Foriexam ptethey confelle,thar the ſurineoffendeth no planer: 


UE2s /ther in Ariete os in Leone, whereof one is hys houſe an other hys. 
+ x ant and why fo? forſooth (fay they) becauſe it were a ſigne of in- 
Tl ciuility for any man to offend his geſt,or to tryumpth in his owne de- 

_ meanes : as if thoſe ſtricte termes of humanitie were obſerued amonge 
þ fort anets which are curraune among men, '' oras if. they {(preddethoyr 
W. snotby neceflity'but by diſcretion 
y I would gladly ns of theſe, whither they belecue that influ- 


_ ence diſtilleth downe from all the heanens, or fromthe planers onely: 
if from all: then likewiſe from the ſphere wherein "the planets walke, 


7% 
_ which ll Aftrologers vegleR, if onely from the Planets , then good | 
11 þ | night to Norum ccelum,whereunto neialler Planet, ſtarre,nor any ſhj- 
7 1400 ning _w can giite any vertue, in reſpe& 4 40 8 09 Bonatus (a- 
y 08 Bainſt 10, 79 art of the late ip orTA ye flatly any —_ 
3 mh > aries Jr to pertaine to Aſtrology le at: 4>mnnuw oh | 
| +4 | | eaenr'ss 5f- the figs mr gry: beginnes to cha | 
| they conclude the fibneir ſelfe,and all qualities 14 sapanc cheſame | 
PL jp | | to be mutable.On otherlide becaule the ſeaſon or the temperatane'-;, 4, 
"4 | of the ayre,is not chaunged any whixat the comming} of the {un/ioro' * h 
þ +6 
EF" 5: ; 
x. 4 pet | 
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of fappoſed prophecies: 


the Lyon : all ations begunne about that time by theyr preſcripr, are 


lyke to proſper and continue: 


'They forbidde vs wherrthe Moone ivin a fixed figne , 10 putona 
newegarment, why ſo? becauſc iris lyke that it wyl} be too lopge in” 
wearing,a ſmall fault about this rowne, where garments ſeldome laſt 
till they be payd for. But theyr meaning is, that the garment-thall con- 
tinite longznot in reſpect of any ſtrength or goodnes inthe ſtuffe : bur 
by the'duraunce or diſeaſe of him; that hath neyther leyſure norliberry 
to weare it, SEE LITTER 

'Belike one Veluet gowne , which ſerued firſt a noble man of this 
realme,and his ſunne after him rg oe of many yeeres,was ptit-on 
while the Moone was in ſuch a laſtingigne : and yer {- inde not that 
cither of theſe Lordes were euer in diſgrace , while-rhe gowne was in” 
wearing. I glaunce at theſe examples onely,todeclare,howe little ſtore 
of ſound and perfe&t lyquor leaking fyues canhold, which are obtru- | 
ded 'vnto gaſing fooles as veflelles of great honor... But Quis menſits Elay, 40,13, 
eſt aqtzas pugillo., - aut ccelos palmaponderauit Who hath meaſured © 
the waters it his fiſt, or peiſcqthe beavens in hishande 2 who knowes ' 
by:what meane the tight 18 parted, which ſcattereth the caſt wind yppon 
earth Who is the father of the rayne ', and who hath begotten the 
the droppes of deawe ?'our of whoſe wombe came the Iſe., and who 
hath engendeted the froſt ofheauen? Can we ioyne the ſhiningftarres _ 

called Pleiades together ordividethe circle of Orion |» can wee bting © 
foorth Lucifet:in hig time, - orxzauſe ttieeuenihg;f roſhinevppon 
the ſonnes of merf,can we cauſe the tightnings tormdge at a' becke or 
torell vsartheir comming backe againe that they are at our elbow? as 
3f [ob ſhould haue fayd, it wedo butyelle at rhings that goe by courſe 
and ordinery rule, howe can we ſound the depth of miſteries that are 
profound and tnfidite 3 no calcalator nor Aſtrologer by r - wore 
merides;'- bur bleſeFangels bythe gift add fpirire of almighty God, 
ſtrevppe the figure'ofthe' birth of Iſaac andbSampſon,of this kind was 
Gabtiell, when bi deliuered theioyfulbrydingesto the bleſſed vyrgin 
of her ſonne' |, © and what ſhotild |beperfourmed by his hande : fo was 
that other atigell which aſſured Zicharye, that nor onely inliys latter av! 
dayes he'ſhoulde have a ſonne;Sed et multos natimrate eius gauiſuros, x, 7. 4 
tharwichall/in reſpe& he ſhould prepare the paſſage of our Loxde)a , 
humbesſhould refoyſe intiisnaciunys PEY 2271 6039 1 YH TI 
(heſe wereindecde the ſound: amd fawfull Prophets; others are bur 
countetfaites$& lot woorththe reckning.For how were it a pazcell-of y 
Gods high prer6gitiue; Anwnciare futura antequameueniantzto fore» — 
tell thinges futnre before they cometo-paſle,or to ſend down p} 

& crolfes, Quorirvortirininon videbimus, whoſe fountaine or prigh Oe: 
nall we ſhall noj ſee 2ifcuery ſphere were likes globe of Oradleswhiar p17 4 7) 
Ov 2s certain £9947, 1 
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A defenſatine ordtait the gs 
| eertaine aime or leyell can they take by rouing Planets, when the mark 
(a) whereby they take, the ſame is mouable. ke (a) ſol ſuper pro- 
Mich.z.; Phetasctobrenebrabitur ſuper cos dies. The (unne ſhall ſette the. 
ts,and the day ſhall wexe darke ouer them,againe, the-ſun ſhall 
b) 0 ecli 4 Et retrahent (b) ſtell# ; 9m ſuum, avd the ſtars ſhall 
, , pa, ar r beames, God c gyue charge ro the ſun aud hee 
" a ſhall oot ryſe, and (c) ſhutre vppe the ſtarres vnder his ſigner. The glory 
wi (c of the heatens ſhal(d) melt & waſt away like a \moke,and as a garmer 
4 Fe * ſhall they be conſorned :in ſtedde whereof, . we ſhall beholde the (c) 
EC ( 5 Higoeof the ſonne of man (whereof Ptolome gaue 'neither light nor 
ay. 51,6. hee in paoinyn <7 are gry ta be prencde ; 

the (t) toppes of hylles > or w ria ried ay 

+ ER 6 lo onger” ue {honcagt wi kh for the cm of her Champion ? 
..  . gerrhib. is, Whata ſimplicity will 'ir bee reputedanthe people, Hermanduriand 

| Gat (s) * Catti , in thoſe'dayes to dreame ? Eos (h) maxime-locos pro 

5: 90 Cole he ccelo,przce ue mortaliumnuſq ns fem oprius audiri, that thoſe moun 
Jenin libs, 252 e neereſt rothes. that the ſutes and prayers. of vs 
<> '** mortall men,are not any:where beard neerer by the goods &c, Lactan 
eets Aa tius and others ofthe learned fathers, haue fo paſſingly confured theſe 
lib.13. conceites , as I may be bolde (vppon-ſo cleere a conqueſt) ro conclude 
2 withthe Preachers (i) Animamwiri anti magisenuntiarevera, quam 


0), 
is, Teprem circumſp ſedentes in excelſo ad ſpegulandum;,. that the 
" Foule or ſpirit y man dooth tathervtrer trugth, then ſeuen 
gazers fitting in high laces to.bcholde &c.we repayre not to the pro- 
(k)  phets fot light of any thinge more ordinarilye "Non of ourende 3 and 


2.Thcl.2, yet the ſcriptures witnes;that it ſtealeth (k) wits vs privily like a.thecfe 
- an the night, without any warning till death be within the doorxes, to 

this ende,that we may be alwayes ready with Olive braunches in qur 
"FIR. hande, hauing ourloyn oe. "fea 4d the (1) lampe of charitiry burninge 
- Ay  ; if our mrs, be: — the-bridegrome. Neſt (m) homo finem 
"WY ſuurn'&c. No man knowes his ende : bur as a fiſh is .caughtwitha nette 
) * andbyrdes with a ſnare, ſoare men/attached alſo by this bayly arraunr 

Efd.4» 58 who neuer returnes the writtewitha Non ic 'The (o) Angel 
dl uns whom it pleaſed God to reueale many thinges). coulde giueno 
(p) ; etl at life - Elizeus (o) knewe no morze-(concerniog the widdowes 

4 ne) then was reucaled.Dauid (p): hen he werea Prophet, as ap- 


4.Re.1z, 22, peareth by his demaunde (who knew God, would. ng 
kiln fonne or not) dnt pajniagethe ſecrete, thats cr 


@ be ſhouldperiſh or recouer.Exechias had none other light of his rego- 
Elay.38.1, wuerie, aro by (q) Gods holy meſflenge! -- theres. no 
(1) doubt; but if leroboams calues coulde haue aflured him,whither bys 
3-Re-14,3-., ſonne ſhould'lyue or dye, he woulde never haue ſent.tgthe Prophet (r) 
(5) — nana. 7 


all prayer & ſequeſt 


ſentence of faint:lames;. 1gnoratis (v) quid erit 4 ing, &c, You (v) 
knowe not what ſhall chaunce to morrowe,for our lyfe is a vappyr,and lam.4.14, 
therefore albeit king Lewes (x)the clcucpth, beſovghta certayne godly 

man called father. Robert(who lyued more then 35;yecres in continu= — (x) 
rationfrom the wor!d)to projopg his life, ſuppoting phir de. +. 
br obtayne ſome furth * com.in lud. 


Tcr Brace at the nand. or, . 

t the good aan aunſwered the, King with great remperatce and mo: 15, 
deſty, that,it was a,betrercourſe to STII entierely to the (y) (y) 
way of all fleſhe, then ro-looke backe with Lots wife, or to contend a- 104.11, 14. 
8ainſt the wyll of GOD, .who diſpoſcth bothe of lyfe and death, as ſec- 
methbeſt to his heauenlie wiſedome. .._ . PE OW TR" | 
i-, Moreover, the diuines of that, age, lamenting he Kinges ouer great 
Hefire of lyfe,which though ir could hauc i ale; tclpyre for a tyme 
muſt end at laſt : perſwaded him ip the preſence of, his p1 dogell Pht- 
dcian Coxter  noxto plane his cofdence 1 belpes of Pylick wich 
{z)king Afa;nor to flutter on the ground with Pyes and Iaycs,, but as (z) 
Chryſoftome wyllethvs ;, lyke Eagles to afpyre and mount vppeto the 2-Par..6,1g, 
Skies; and ſtretch our _—_ to him, who is able onely to abate and 
mitigate extremities, If then neyther Angelles, Princes, Prophetes,nor 
Apditles,cantell moreconcerning marrers of this kinde then it _plea- 
feth G O D to publiſhe and reneale by ACA, NF Eg + 
awhat ſimple fooles are wee to thinke , that more maye b Fs in 
at Ephemerides, which was deuiſed by the witte of man then attayned 
'by perfeCtion and integritic of lyfe,which onely commetrh by.the grace 
of the divine g Wo. 407 AN | 
-;-'Ourreaſon leadeth vs to iudge of ſuch efteftes to.come,as perticipate | 
-De natura communi, as that one: man ſhall beger another,and ſo nk 2 
in. other thinges; but when this generalliry.is reſtrained and contrated 
to particular conceites, a8 whetber this man ſhall beget achilde,of this «© 7 
-or that complexion and qualitie,&c. Wecannot finde out any cetta 
holde in nature , wherevppon to ground or ſettle our diuinings of ſuch 
matters, for it is one thing to-conceiue a man (as the Logicians ſpeake) 

in Specie,that is,in kinde, which neuer fayles, Niſi naturaimpediatur, 
.vnlefle nature be empeached in his courſe , and another thing ro.treate 
_ of bim, asbe is Cjrcumſcriptus bis vel 1llis accidentibus ; carcumſcri- 
: bed with theſe, or thole accidents , as learning, cqurage, perſonage, &5. 
: Which-arc neither inſeperably.,tyed to natore., [nor to any other cauſe 
thatiis beneath or aboue the Moone, excepting the prouidence of God 

alone,of what kinde ox degree ſocuer-v (Before wepreſume thus farre, 
wemult make accountto redihnoangrable for cuer,an one ſexe F 
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Expericnce. 


Ne of ali 


were bredde and 
= out ofthe he Sn 


vapoſiy 


Et 


and moſt <ertayne guide , 
— matters, For if 


ay; Tow) arficch 


itmay be,that ſo 


aunce DT Gd 


IEA 


Cancer,Scorpio & Piſces: it is a 
when we ſe the like reuiued in 
| petallon! Harken a 


ing ypon 


Ns and MEL. of this arte all 


to be 


eh clo nkeanne nnyeraiy 
defence account”, w 
writers to haue erred in the  revo[ucionof oe acts natal. _ 


ne 


aanridearct I rather choſe y gener 


== 


perience. 


The orb panting(a3 men almoſt out of breath) with this ſtraite - 
ye theyr vttermoſt endeuour:to conceale and ſhaddowe the 
gh for the greateſt Planers - 
the reſt be neyther vnderſtoode nor numbred. Bur 
greater Plahers, which be- 
to the matter which they finde, cannot - 
be ſfayde at bothe tymes to woorke one effect: becauſe the marter 
whereyppon they woorke , is not prepared and diſpoſed in one and the - 
 ſelfe-ſfame manner, 
Ne ainc,as well may we defend the muſicke of two ſtring 
ame conſort in playing of a pauine-: or two fimples ay 1 to |- 


7a 


to SE tereths 
this rcioynder wyll not ſerue. For fyrſt theſe 


ſtowe 


ay 6 


reof , by ſuppoſing that it is inou 


eds vp og dere excepting to 
obſeruatio , but this: can never be hae and the {c\fe-ſame cone. 
Reflation-or face ofheauen , in all 


neyer ſcene againe, therefore there can 


influence 


eb exec effefte', in com 


drugges 


A SStitie co 
all the reſt in 


arg Os 
and fimples doo as that two Planerres; whereof ney reward 
mparet to theſunne-, areableto 
generall +, 


proven: octina thin 


ally: epi, orinart 


EI 


-rog-yobbaun | 
cuent” _ whereof it isno parte nor 
allitic of reaſon to refell their | 
this poynt, or that alone to 
\ Iterata ciuſdem eucntus 


which hath beene once, is 
no certaynerule fortheir ex- 


my ep 


Y 


perfourme as much as 
For that which tcommeth from the yertue of | 
one Planette,may be called one effe&, but that which ryſeth and pro- 
ceedeth from an' yninerſall mixture is another ; ant as it is one Ouer- 


Hgir that totumis not any. way conſidered ia this, de” | 


that the partes are not ſo matched, cntermixed and « in Eo-. 
demtoto , as they were inthat other figure . ror apr chemſelues 
confefle, therertue of our Planer to be much increaſed or abated or 


beames of another, which beeing true,, according to the groundes of 
theyrownedeuiſe : howecan wee thinke that effetes arg ove, 
whoſc fignes,alpeRtes, and qualities are found to diiterre > Wee mays 


compare the generall and yniuerſall influency of Starres , to Hicmpla» 
les fagorte, which couldnot be broken whylg ichelde together, but fell 


guitein ſunder when the bande was looſe 3 orto the perieR trempe of 
armour , which wyll never waxe harde,, ,whyle the leaſt thing. that is 
needfull ro the working and compounding of the ſame dooth want, as 
> age mie that worketh in a dwuerſe manner, where the certayne or 
der and pr 


the caſes are nat lyke, for where the paines are ſenfible and certayne, 
may ſoone be raunged to the generall A epetic and courſe of arte; 


as Sor Unconbe7y pack , almoſt all thinges are concluded by 


AT PRC Put 2 HT les which are ſeene and-ynderſtoode, ma 
de vied and applied with skyll, but beames of-Planers are fo maſhed 
confounded 38 one blaze of lyghr,as weean neyrher finde thevertue by 
the beame , nor diſtinguiſhe one from another/by the manner of theyr 
-influence... Iam not ignoraunt befide all this, how-prone and wylling 
diverſe are by nature ,-ro make images agree for pleaſing of a certaine 
moode,which ditferre much : for proofe whereof we are to note, that 
almoſt nothing can fall our ſo wide from any former ayme , butwee 
wil make it ſurable with dreames or fantacies of the night, in ſome one 
poynr if not in more;and by one pecuith fleight or other. But that rule 
of Cicero:is moſt fitte to-be.regardetl in this caſe, Rationibus & argu- 
mentis apoctere non'euentis,&&, That we muſt prooue by reaſons and 
approoued arguments,not/by eucntes, how _—_ accord or 

and that of faint Auguſtine lykewiſe, rcieRing all degrees and kindes of 


odes: ras rediculous ine ,/ thin | : 
methodes wharſocuer as rediculous and vaine, whereby thinges 2 De doi 


_ norobſerucd ypponthe tryall of theyr proper force'; but men b 


ring and:obſerning properties , w 
| AN bas eng te, would necdes'inferre a'conſequent 3P-24 - 
without experience . Thusfy rt 1 that becauſe there neyther © _ 


is norean bee, lterata obſeruatio , thexefore all pretences of experienice 
are bur vayles apd ſhaddowes of abuſe, and that where vertue muſt bee 
Jrawoe from many caules,it auayleth lytle to be ſearogd inthe ate of 

| Atl ne, 


were ncuerin the thinges them- Chriſt.lib.s 


| Yes 
=, tothat fide, which ſerued beſtro blindekh e. peopleseyes/,» and-ſincke 
| ron. my Fas the poole of incredulity ;-: Bur moſttraunge ir is, that 
Y dyuc uers © 


A defenfatine 4z4in# the poyſou 


one, according tothat marime of the Ciuill lawe, Quodomneg tangir,: 
z omnibus: et approbari./!;- OB JEGT £1: 9T2W CT 8, OCT ITOD 
Nowe will I' give another note of noleſle importance thenthe firſt, 


that although the Planers hold theyr places,caſt regardes,cut as before 
& vniucr{ally the face of heauE wereatthe caſting of the ſecond figure, 
asit was inall relpets \, which is as much as they require to be con» 
felled, for the proofe and warraunt of theyr owne direCtion : yet ca 
this further 8&auaile the very littlegtyll they prooue withall;that in the! 
firſt example when thinges were dilpoſed inthis fourme ,, it: was not 

libleto finde out a morelikely'cauſe, wherevnto the fortune which 
ucceeded afterward, might haue beene aſcribed with more probability 
The 'Sunne is in the*middle- of the heauen.when the clocke ſtrikes 
twelue,& yet no wiſe man wil c6ceiue that the ſtriking of the clocke, is 
any mean> to rayſe or to aduannce the Sun to that:heyght of maieſty, 
{-t chaunceth ſometimes to thunder abour that time and- ſeaſon of 
the yeare, when Swannes hatch theyr young : and yer. no. doubr itisa | 
paradoxe of ſimple men to thinke,that a Swanne can-not hatch withour 
acracke of thunder. I knew my ſclfe a Lady, which defiring much to ſee 
the manner of an eclipſe,was preſently tormented with a greeuous fitte 
and paflion of the moother : $6 a;good phiſition conſidering , -howe 
many women looke yppon the like withouteyther perill or offence vii 
to theyr health, would artribute the cauſe'ob herinfiemity, rather to-the 
colde the tooke then tothe thing ſhe feared; ft cavntwbedenyed, .that 
vppon the gelles which were made «bar Ate byrdes and:bowcls 
of bruit beaſtes, ſome thinges fell out at ſundry tines according to the 
Prophets ayme, though nor by meane or influence of thoſe. thynges 
which were fondly ſuppoſed to be cauſes, The Romaines:tooke the 


be ignoraunt, that 
digeſtion, + 


the wiſer ſort were:contegt to thanke,chat entrailes of bzuite 
beaſtes were tables, wherein theyr diuiners/ might deſcry the fortune 
ofthe common wealth . Secondly,that not the bowels of all beaſtes, 
werethought robe of equall Ferrero giue out this light: burof thoſe 
«© *. S2Ts FRY (54k 4,732,162 Vis 4 £5 Þ onely 
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EPL «0v9f ſpoled prophecies... I 
which wereallogred 4nd appayruedtoghefacrifice, Thindl, 
tho'e entrailes drewe theytyesrug, Adina) HEm ,orbem ditty. 
from diuiniry-{predde ouer all the world. And laſt of all, rhat albeig 
the bowels of the beaſtes-neuer fo eptire and ſounde, beforethe fighte, 
of towles orthe {acrifice ſoltmnized: yer the. latter fodainly became 
corrupt, the foules diverted fromzleyr comfe,in the gurning of av eye, 
to reucale the diitinies.As 1f nature ault receine a wounde; before the 
gyue vs warning of myſhappes tagaine, or all che. draue of Oxen ſhold 
as well want lyuers,as that one which is:apyoynted for, the ({acrifice> if 
theyrentrailes might be ſearched throughly; or as iffomewhat mighs: 
conſume to nothing: ;- ry{> of nothipg,or be chaunged;in an inſtants 
which were repugnauntto theyr owne philoſophy. Bur let Egypt and 
Painphilia belecue of byrds and cages what they liſt,ler Egype the firſt 
| parent:of Aſtrology ſuppoſe, Volaribus,aujum camtibuſque ,-tapquara; y, 11m, 
| fignis certiflamis res futuras declarari,thar by the, flight and, :longes. 1505 
| byrdes;as by moſt certainefignes or tokens faturechances, are decla-;  * 
red.it isinough for me that the)wiſeſt kyng/thateuer was, allowes-no. 
difference at'al! betweene thoſe that apply themſelues to lyes, that are” 10-10-57 * 
fedde with winde,and follow whisking byrdes,in an otherplace, , ſuch, Pou.23,”, 
perſonnes are affirmed Eſtimare quod-ignorantzto valewe or conſider, B2r-3-17» 
what they dog not vaderſtand, and the Prophet Baruch accutſeth cheny 
inthe nameof God, | which {ceketo dally.or deceiue the people withy 
the byrdsof heauen &c , / If.thentheſame conſent of Planets yill not, 
ſerue;ſolong as wean finde abetrevand ancerer cauſe then thar;from, 
whenceto drawe thereafor ofencnts : I muſtadioyne a- thyrd prout- 
ſo, forthe clearing of all-ſcruples in this poynt;which is,that for aſmuch, 
a8 often times the properand true cauſes lurke, when the falſe and co- 
terfeyte appeare morebright and euident inoutward ſhowe, we may- | 
.Dot reſt contented with this obſeruatiorralone , that after ſuch an E-, 
dipie the/Germaines-were infeſted and .cucombred with ciuill warre, 
northavthe witte of manccould not diſcouer,' any. playyer or more like 
eaulc of cinl{ warre/at tharrimegthen the daunger of Eclipſe, ynlelle 
cy:giuea reaſon therewithall,why ſuch a cauſe ſhould breede the like 
effe&-,/coratthe leaſt make proofe,that nothing hindereth in.nature 
why. oneof theſe may.not begente.and breedean grher,otherwile there 
can-be.nevtheraſiine dovprohabylity by the ganieQure. For example at — | 
thatyery tyre wherein the ficeple, Þt. a: Village called. Tenterden in 
=_ ett,the hanatot Sandwich began fait to-barre and fall into 
Ys | 
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imothe ſtare-of-rymae5,they differ not a minute (as 

old inco yepore,ffanto-the cauſes that might begin this alcerati, albeit 

the building ofthe ſteeplewete-nor veayayhn to hurt the haus:yet was 
e 


Foes Pi TOY, Por nee,andall.thisnotwithſt3s 
ding we count him. Little berter tbE:a foole,that ynderroke to draw the = 


Minuod! T* ___ 16afow 


Agngab.lits 


3Cpr.11.14 found aufthoritie. Nos talem conſuerudinem non habemus, nequeee« 


fer it onagaine, 


| regiment of R Alithele were 
Ferro Gohies bothets the tymes and ht roo 


which camera 
yet' becauſe there is no reaſon to 'deriue* them from: fuckr 


Finke Wenn t5haue not(as I ay beforeYRationemeaule & effi, 
no oe u owe the gelles that are collefed intharmanner'. Bue 
fone wyll aske , howe if there be no certayvitieinthisdivining by the 


Starreshowe it comes to paſſe , that Aſtrologers ſhov}dhycreſo righe 

3 miſcheefe diverſe time 5 Whervpon I'may'reioigne by a-counter 

de ,bowei it were poſhble for them to ſwerue ſo groflie,and to 

rms if theyratte were plaineandeuident ,-fauing tharas 

noteth veric well, our manner is to prayſe theyr chaunce, 

rnd mech a; It iorepo rr9o/> wte9mg acitus, ther trol 

in found a veric fine ex theyr manifolde eſcapes, 

Shich was ghar be ;t the chaunces of our life were- determi- 

ow the firſt minute of our liues:yet men for wit of clining onerſhor 
int,and miſtooke the certaine grounds of ther owne 

Af ook they ſhould acknowledge thatit were anane ;burvoder- 

"ee i none oe iodkande of Alchimic hath coſt more erownes;thery 

the golden quinteſſence it ſelfe werewoorth , though the-matrer (in 


FeſpeR'wheteof , the melters blowe ſo many ſin coalesin vaine) 


were effeted to theyr lyking . But rrue it is, that they which forthe 


bon ſhoote moſt wide and farre from e, maye dribbe once in 

y chaunce into the ſpell , and Starre di are notſo yoide of 

Next to the ſhaddowes and pretences 
metre withall at they hemerol 
Fyrſt therefore let vsHooke into the nature of a Cn 
mto can — the force , of which ic 
mete. to 
of the world; Ads 
and of this minde was Seneca, whotne 

'bringeth reaſon nor 
roſearned ſchooles,in which 


als 1 $oothape a hen thely 
vents, which followe for ae moſt part after 
plague famine, warre,gr the'd 
oy ener] wendy 
example, þut his owne bare-word!1 referre hes 


cunning fay eth-them- 
were the ſummoners of God, to Hp Princes Mos 
have bens Garonne nd reac fromthe 
aw m 
adrroe on wyl bee qaken and accepred as a 


veſia Dei, For we haue nd ch ultome north Chr of God Sus 


chouphtir was a Ser, nuironed; nkeced zu, Gickacol HEY clowde, 
inflrd by the Sunne.che fav founmes 2 dip 
fition of beames,made Caudi vel crinem;&c- as the ſubic was 
for negon_A tonne th is Re 
mirari, ſo narurall a thing .iris to OED | 
ſraunge then woonderfull ; Ari hol ra ned | 
reuerence and preferre.before the reſt. coi 
Comete,to be a paſling whote and dric exhalation, no emanar oft 
why the a7 SOA Y4 4/7 tt THE enflamed , Ac 
by the Ws rs FI LOA, rtlie by the mo» 
$i0m ofthe heamns oorleth it abour, &c. Thus farre the Plas 
, nettes haue'no with a Comete , otherwiſe then by lyfting vp 
the matter of the ſame 2: and yet none otherwiſe, then of hayle and 
ſnowe, &c.,. Ee re ey » Ggpco 
her ens ola 


ur pt rm the match of his indi nag The diffe- 
rence betweene Aſtrologers and Ariſtotle conſiſteth in this poynt,chat 
wheras the Philoſopher cquld not eſpic or finde ont any other etfect to 
be wrought by them,then winds-and drought : they ſpeake of 
moralitie, and dearth,with a heape of myſeries'. Thus from earth - 
rye fumes of fumes growe windes,which windes infeſt the {20 rahgy the - 
bodyes,and wharſocuer elſe is ſubieR to theyr venome . Fyrſt there- 
fore, if ivmaye bee lawfu}l to diſpute with Ariſtotle (whome I would ' 
raher foltlowe as a guide in matters of- Philoſophic , then controwle 
wandering beſide the-waye) it ſeemeth yaro mee; that 
albeix the fumes hauing receyued by the ſunnea deepe impreſſion of 
hexe, dgnet eniciefoden aſcende-: yet can l ſee. no reaſon - 
to beleeuc,that conc teeatbontd contions any longer,then | 
=_ it —_— , which is neuer wanting in Media 
| ET La Lang pt by ſo-much as it 
pragoins 7 to become more weake, and ſo to waſte away. HY 
degrees,tyltit be diſſolued into ayre,and conſumed alrogerber.Ag 
tothe , we muſt preſume, that ey her 
e.: now by heate its not, in refp 
colde it cart not; forthe perpetuitic of moti- 
on, nd vs vt 1s able to enflame Corpora ſolida : but 
thoſe that are more thinne,as ſmoke and ayre, wexe colde by ſtyrring | 
Ts ; which nothing prooucth more delice zheoghe common * | 


* vſe-: 


wk of 'fanves; wherewith theLidiesvſc toicoolethemſelues.in the greas 


Hath attayncd ro the know! 
1 *f the meaneſt Sophiſter in 'Eumbridge , could not prooue ynto- the 


4 defenſuniie-ax ain thepoyon \ 


reſt heate of ſutmer + Ay, HRP SA "FD ua Starre be lyke a mayint-or | 


maſſe of frirnes conpealed 50'a lurpe.; ah is v0 ſooner hoy+ 
ſted vppe\, bur lyke alumpe of flaze it takerh lame: how cliauaceth it 
that no parr of this burning, Aetna caſtetlvany-blaze , ry]! all be ſet on 
fire at once? For neyther any'cauſe materialſoreficient, neythe ryme 


DO lace,n aybe ſay yo wan: for thpurpls. 
q7d yoeen andare not ſec Jan 216 they waſtes 


Sie tie they to the maſſe yr Frm 
of fire is in manner of a Piramides, whereas the Goterer Fall and res 
ſemble nothing leſſe then that kindeof figu re. -Itwereſtraungealſa, 
thatthis mountzine ſhould neyther come of outward heate ; nor leave 
ady greater heate behinde,, Fliciente ſole mitrente terra cxcipiente zre, 


when'tbe ſoyle delyuers fumes,the ſunne drawes them vp; and the ayre 


xeceyueth them . Morcouer,why ſhould not other. fyric meteors, as 
Cane /ardens;draco;volans! m traieftiones 1g or ſhpo- 
goo the Startes', Which nalmoſt cuerienightin or 
rtend Iyke miſhappe s tharCometes doo ,'becauſe a 

e 16 differre ih we 16 fourme : are they framed and com> 

pound of one kinde of matter, which wate god Prolome 
—_ gaue 2llowatmce ynto them likewiſe of lame ftraunge eflots, 

e manner of their glaunſing is obſerued, - 
” Mraldas : great 6 mp GE moo epeoladeinein this 
ng that di colours 10 1s 

poymtſopoſng of the Planettes in their efteftes, and' 
fartherthat himſelfe by Aveys ny regard and looking: to thoſe things, 
of ſome matters of greatmoment :. as 


ateſt Rabies of Aſtrologie, that the'clowdes are onely certayne wa- 
rity exhalitions,, expreſling diverſe colours as they lyc tothe beames 
'of the fanne,but\ voide'of any deeper or profounder mnniſterie -.: If they 
that wyl{ digine of the Forvaine of theyr freend, by the perfeft minute of 


the :byrth,or of theComete by the firſt a ce;mulſt be certaine-and 


/affured of the tyme't I would be glad to know by what infallible and 
wndoubted rule,the Prophets can direCt according tothe certajne time, 
when tHe Comete isnor ſcene by day,and againe, fince Cometes bothe 
#heteaſe and dedtineby de rees,which notably by rhat which 
rterhzof ane after che decealtof Vetnegrius the king/of Si» 

ri2/and by thoſe! + ord ig which'in our owne tied Let 
any one of thetn delyter a goodreaſon,why they ratherdeeme vf:Co- 
metres after they ww 7 huſhed, and haue blazed in theyr-greareſtrufte, 
4hed as wegeſſeat infaunts by theyr firſt originall . Lcould 'adioyghne 
2p this , that diverſe Cometes baucnor ſhewed themſclues intwelue:or 
fowre- 


© © of /@pofed prophecies,” \ 1 | 
fourteene dayes together, after the time of firſt apparence, by. 
reaſon of foule on during which ſpace of {raed v_—y 
it is not certaine(as they write themſclues) what chaunges haue ſuccee- 
ded inthe thing, therefore-it is nor poſlible for any man to diuine or 
gelle by arte, what events (hall follow. 
| As fortheir experience of many Comets that haue brought foorth 
one effect, 1 anſwer firit,as I dyd before,that a Comer of the {clic ſame 
Kinde in all degrees can hardly come agayne, or if it coulde : yer ney- 
ther ſtore of matter which ſhould —_ abate it, nor the middle 
cauſes which may further his effee, are alwayes the ſame,urd there+ 
fore to conclude or make account, chat thus and thus thinges ſhall fall 
.ouit before they-come in proofe, | is as if a generall ſhoulde determine 
with himſclſe before he come before a towne of warre,to find the fit- 
teſt place for battery the firſt day of his ſafe arriuall there, the. next day 
having planted his ne in the ſtrongeſt place z.. to batter 
till he make a breache,and the third day to giue a ſharpe aflault,to ap» 
ply the ſcaling Ladders,to enter and to ſpoyle the Cittizens, wythour 
regarde of any valour on that other fide , -or counter ſtzatageme that 
may be v{ed,eyther to cutte off, or at the leaſt to hinder and delay thevr 
enterpriſe. For if the payne and hazarde were not greater-in.executiog | 
with the ſword.then n 1 with the penne,neither the conquerers of 
olde time, nor the Colonelles of this, ſhould haue deſerued halte the 
prayſe which the world affoordeth them. | 
Againe,the Comets differ ſo much in the qualities of theyr effe&t,as 
we know no more againſt which to prouide orarme our ſelues,the the 
ſtate of Athens did, which being warned by Apollo to preuent mc al- 
p% which word imports both plague and famine, as it 1s pronounced 
-n the Greeke : miſtruſted what was furtheſt from theyr harmezand 0- 
verfaw the perryll which in very deede was imminent, Furthermore. all 
Comets chaunce not at one time nor in one place, neyther have they 
one periode of ending or'continuance. They differ alſo in theyr figure 
motion and quantitythe leaſt of all which circumitances,may deceiue 
the Prophets aimegand bring foorth ſome ſtrauvg effect that is lealte 
looked for. But the ſureſt way to ſhake theyr paynted bulwarke of ex- 
perience,is by making plaine, that neyther Princes alwayes dye when 
Comets blaze, nor Comets euer blaze when Princes dye : whereas it 
ſtandeth them in hande(which will deduCt/a certaine ground from the 
{equell of events) ro prooue, that neytherthoſe cuents fall out by any 
ys meane, neyther fayle or miſle at any time, whenſocuer the ſame 
Jens dooth goe before, which ſhould dire& and leade themro theyr 
o+ſſc: ' 
4 Touching the firſt poynt , when ſoeuer any man can ſhewe , ;thata 
Prince or potentate hath dyed ypon the blazing of a Comer,L wil firſt 
# | , Y, .CNCOUNtcr 
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A defenfative 444;nft the payſon 


encounter him, by nu) that the lyke euent hath chaunced 'often< 


times,vppon the glaring of a rainebowe. Secondly, by giuing amore 
likely reaſon of the Princes death, then the bluſh of a comer, 1n which 
caſe Cedendum rationi potius quam phantafiz , fince the wiſeſt and 
beſt Jearned me aliue may ſwarue Td pby os ay rongamrec oTH oi neu; xpiviee 
T1; 72 o aparnigezey ypaferrir by carelefle writing in-ſome poynts, mifdee- 
ming in ſome,and being alrogether ignorauntin others. Thirdly wee 
can nor finde, that any comer blaſed before the death of Firdinand' or 
Maximilian , both famous Emperours of this time wherein-we lyue, 
nor before. the death of two Frenche kinges,of the king of Pollande, 
the great Turke,of two Princes,and two 'queeries of Spayne, of a Pope 
Don Iuan di Auſtria,a Counte Palatin,a duke of Brunſwicke, & dwers 
other of like quality, none before the maſſace of S.'Bartholmew, none 
before the great plague, wherewith Thucidedes reportes, almoſt the 
third part of the world to haue beene ſwept away none before, the like 
in Plinies time, and of late dayes in Venice, Polland and ſome partes of 
Germany,none before that horrible inuafion, whereby ſo many men 
and women were ledde captiue out of Pollande by the Scithians, none 
before the loſſe of Ciprus and Goletra , the ciuill warres of Fraunce, 


' the GE of ſome parts-of Holland,the defolatis almoſt of Flaun - 


ders and Brabant, the quaking of Ferrare, with a number more; which 
ir greeueth and yrketha good minde torouch , although they ſerve 
mot fitly to diſprooue theyr rules, which alwayes make the comets ei- 
ther cauſes or forerunners of ſo manifolde and deſperate- extremities, 
Laſt of all, it were againſt the-groundes aſwell of reaſon as of arte, to 
make a ruleyppon a doubtfull proofe,or to ſuppoſe that euery comete 
1s a meſſenger of ſome miſhappe,when not onely Pliny reporterh that 
whicl-ſhined at the playes of Auguſtus,to haue beene moſt fortunate: 
bur befidea nimber', that protefle the fayth and knowledge of the 
ſtarres kewiſe, (to winne more credite to theyr arte) have giuen a- 
broade,that the byrth of Chriſt was ſignified, and'ima ſort prefigured 
by that happy Comet;for in any wiſe the chaunge and alteration of old 
rites, muſt be one perticuler etfe& of the blafing comets, Thoſe of the 
yeeres of our Lorde109 7, and againe 1 5-06, brought ſuch aboun- 
daynce of all thinges,and priſes to ſo lowe anebbe,as the ſtories haue 
recorded them for monuments and mirrors to poſterity: I coulde faye 
the like of others which haue beene ſcene A. D. 1555. 1558. 1557- 
T558. after all which yecres nothing chaunced rhat 'ſhovlde'dryuea 
man to ſeeke out any cauſe aboue the common reache, and therefore 1 
allow the dilligence of Gemmafrifius taking notice of as many good 
as bad effefts, which haue ſucceded after comers, Aboue all the reſt, 
muſt remember that (which appearing of late yeeres in; Cafſiopea) 
gaue encouragement to diuers wryters to preſume ypon ſonie thinges, 
where 


of ſigpoſed prophecies, 
wherein it ſeemedto reſemble that which appeared after the byrth of 
Chriſt, Infideles in Chriſti caſtra tranſituros , thatthe Pagans would 
returne into the boſomme of the Church, ſofarre it was from ponents 4 
any fearefull accident, that might affright the mulutude'. We reade Ky 
no more then two kindes of fignes, Naturall,and Artificiall,of the firſt 
kinde Cometes arenot : becauſe they neither cauſe the plague, as the 
South winde cauſeth rayne,nor are effeftes thereof, as ſmoke is of fire, 
nor haue one common cauſe with the matter which they ſignifie, as the 
rednefle of the skic dooth fignific fayre weather , becauſe one and the 
ſelfe ſame -cauſe,dooth bring both redneſle and fayre weather. On the 
otherfide, Artificiall they cannot be; becauſe God hath not alotted any 
ſuch particuler effect ro them as to the rayne-bowe, that is, to warrant 
- - and afſure vs from a ſecond floudde , therefore are they no ſignes at 
all, of accidents that are to fall out and happen . . But in the name of 
God, howecan they vouch a probable or lykelie cauſe by blazing of a 
Comete,to procure the death of any Prince?&c. | Marty,faye they, Co- 
metes arcthe cauſe of windes , windes bring excecding drought and 
heate in Ambicntezre, this heate offendeth bodies that are mo dely- 
cate and 9 one dar manner of theyr bringing vp, this ofenec eyther 
breedeth ficknefle , by reaſon cholloris enflamed or defireto warre: 
therefore.Cometes are the cauſes what great Princes are moſt Iyke,ey- 
—_ ” fall into ſome daungerous liſeals ,« or to periſhe 1n the brunt of 
athell.” . 101g qe adyyicy oF | | 
- The beſt meane to difſolue this falſe Sorites,is by diſproofe of cuerie 
braunch and member ofthe ſame, that nothing may be left to deceyuc 
_ the ſtudious. Fyrſt therefore ro beginne with fumes and cxhalations, 
it may be reaſonablie doubted, whether any part or ſtrength of them 
remayne, to breede and bring foorth windes yppon the fading of the 
Comer. For fince the fumes are not effe&ts;but the verie cauſe materiall 
whereby the flames fedde,as our Lampes are in lyke manner amon 5 
vs with oyle: it ſeemeth yoto-meby reaſon, that bothe the flame an 
furne ſhould quayle and make'an ende together , But imagine that we 
ſhould admitte'a refidence of fumes, wherby the element of ayre wher- 
in we liue ſhould be corrupted, tainted and inffeRed to the perill of our 
health, ſo often as the Comete nevrther laſteth long inough , nor 18 
ſtrong inough to-conſume them all : 2 firſt we gather heervpon, thar 
{ince this raynt proccedeth not from fumes which burne , but which 
were neuer burned; the Comete is no cauſe of maladies, Per ſe, but by 
meere accident . | Secondly,that thoſe Aſtrologers were fooles, whi 
helde the Comete to: be by:{o much more daungerous , as it was more 
large and had alonger tyme to burne : and thirdly, becauſe it is note» 
uident tothe ſence or witte of any man' before a proofe, how theſe pro- 
portions aunſwer one another, we muſt copfeſle it 8 be no lefle harde 
| 11, , 9 
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A defenſatine againſt the poyſon 

to divine, whether any Comete infeR or purge, whether it ſpend all the 
mattergor leaue ſome part of it vnconſured, ; 
But what neede we wander in by-wayes,when our owne experience 
may moouevs to ſuppoſe, that as all kindes of fumes are found to ga- 
ther (by a kinde of naturall inſtin&) to the mouth of a furnace or a 
ouen,which drawes them in : ſo lykewiſe whatſocuer fume proceedeth 
from the ground , is no lefle inclined to aſcend and mount vppe to the 
furnace of a blazing Comete, It remayueth then, that ſome of our ex+ 
pert Aſtrologers declare. what chaunge or alteration hath chaunced, 
eyther in the moouing of the ſpheres or clement of fyre , which mighr 
cauſe the matter to beginne to blaze, betweene the comming vppe of 
thoſe fumes which aſcended farſt,and that ſucceeded afrerward, or elle 
acknowledge , that thelatter fumes are no lelle able to maintaine and: 
feede the flame, tyll all the maſſe be ſpent , thenthe former were to. 
kindle it.But let vs graunt(for mannersſake,and for the cleaner boul- 
ting out of truerh ) that certayne fumes or exhalations remayne when 
the Comete is extin&t, (which tcaſon, notwithſtanding dooth impugne) 
let vs confefle ſo much as any probabilitie may countenaunce 2 yet ey- 
ther muſt wee finde ſome kinde of inſtrumentall , or impulſiue cauſe, 
which may driue downe the fumes into the lower parts that haue been 
once alofte, or elſe it forceth nothing to the furtheraunce of that which 
ſtriue ſo much to iuſtifie, 124(8 
The nature of the Starres and Planetres is to lyft vp matter, but nor 
to beate it downe, the fyre dooth it not, as we may gather by.the-rca- 
ſon of :the furnace which I brought before ;- and leaſt of all wee areto 
thinke,that they deſcend of theyr owne inftin& , becaule if they were 
lyght before, itis no doubt but they are made more delycate and thin, 
andas it were refyned in the labour , therefore let them take heede of 
plagues and harde euentes, that dwell aboue the ſupreamme region of the 
ayre, wherein the fumes arc kept for ſtore,but none of vs hack any cauſe 
to be afrayde,at whome they ncuer come ,: ſo farre as reaſon is able to 
diſcouer : Cefſante enim caulaceſlat effeRusyfor where the caulcs fayle, 
it is not poſſible for effeCts to follow, Againe, without heate no fumes 
can bee, but by Philoſophy we learne,. Ex rinto Cometa calorem non 
ſupereſle : therefore when the Comete burneth , they arc not fumes, 

but fancies. 2 | 
Thas maye we fo diſpoſe all exhalations as no windes neede to ryſe, 
and though they ſhould,it were a matter of no. verie importance. 
For as we ſec by proofe, that the lame which comes from Sacke whyle 


itis in burning, giues an outward blaze, but bath not ſo much force as 
to findge a clowte : we maye preſume the lyke of ſpirites, which aſcend 
and iſſue from the Comete . The rage of heate is violent, where the 
flametakes hojde of a ſubie& that is groſle and rhicke , but if the ſame 
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be weake and thinne,the ſhowe maye make the world afrayde, but the +4 
peryll is not any whitte to be regarded, If any difference be'to be found | 
inthiscompariſon ,it maketh moſt againſt rhemſelues , for that theyr : 
fares when they are at the thickeſt,cannot be compared tothe weight 
ot;poyze of licquor, may be proouedrhus ; that licquor'if ir were a- 
boue, would fpeedilie deſcend, whereas the fumes and ſpirires couet to 
aſcend , and ſuggeſt more ſtore of matter wherewithall ro maintayne 
the Comete, | 
Now would I knowe, what cauſe we haue tofeate ſo many diuerſe 
ſortes of wrackes , when the Comete (whence the windes are ſayde to 
come) are in place farre off, and the heate which proceedeth from the 
ſunne hath no ſtrength or force at all tro moleſt our bodies 2 I'could 
enforce them further, to ſetre downe the lymittes or degrees, wherein 
they take vppon them to marſhall and beſtowe the ro ores and conta- 
gion of theſe exhalations, which neyrher diſtaunce of the paſſage, nor a 
waſting flame can abate orpende fo farre, but that grearſtore of mat- 
ter wyll remaynegto fy!l the world with more diſeaſes of all ſortes,then 
Pandoras boxe affoorded .' Againe,although we ſhould admitte drie 
windes to 7 of fumes, &c. Yet can the skilfull huſbandinan affure 
vs,thar neyrher all windes hurt, nor all droughts are daungerous : naye, 
rather from ouer-much Humiditie ſpringeth our diſtemper,and for the 
roofe heereof wee are to note, that poore men-of the countrie which 
[ous in a ſ\moaky Cottage, keepe theyr health in berrer ſtate , then great 
Princes in theyr Courtes of pleaſure , If then there be no more offence 
in true ſmoake in deede: , what ayleth vs to attribute'and' aſcribe fo 
much to that which is imagined? If there be none in ſmoakes beneath 
which are moſt groſſe , why ſhould we feare fumes aboue, which are 
bothe refyned in the flame,and abated in the paſſage? Bur let the fumes 
be feruent,as they teach, they can drawe nothing out of 'vs, ( which are 
4 tnuch more tranſpirable then the clots of earth) ſauing Acres humores, 
ſharpe humours , are ſutable- ynto themſelues 1n qualitie' :; and rather 
cauſe them hynder health, ſo long as thicker ſtay behinde,to keepe our 
bodyes ina better —_ | by So e | 
But aboue all I condemne theyr fancies moſt, which are not aſhamed 
to aſcribe the cauſes of an eatth-quake to a blazing ſtarre , whoſe heate 
drawes vppe the fumes out of the ground : which being otherwiſe ſup- 
refſed and reſtrained in the bowelles of the ſame , would rather haue 
=o: the cauſe of a quiuering. Peucer Toes vyppon the laſte | / 
| Comete, that our bodyes ſhould be parched and burned vp with heare: | 
but howe fell it out? forſooth we hadde not a more vnkindly fommer 
many yeeres, in reſpe&t.of extraordinary colde, neuer lefle inclination 
to warre, no Prince deceaſed inthat time, and the plague which hadde 
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' A defenſativie againi# the poyor 
.beene ſomewhat quicke a while before in Lumbardyeas God woulde 
haue it,ceaſed at the ryfing of the Comet.  _. 

Raymundus Vennenfis-, having firſt beſtowed many fanourable 
were ryporithe lane fher ines t jrindgement, that-itſhoulde.bee 
fortunate vnto himſclfe,in reſpe&t of neyghbourhoad vnto his natyue 
figne: but-ynlucky to all the world &c.and yer 1 finde nor, that eyther | 
he was richer by one grote,or the.world the poorer by one; halfpenny, 
Beſide, Aſtralogers themſelues affirme,Comeram efle aſtri filium,thar 
a Coinete is (as it were) the childe of a Planet : bur a Planet offendeth 
not all the world alike , bur thoſe quarters onely that lyevnder him, 
t1crefore no'more doth a. Comet. 1 will nor ſay that the lait blazinge 
ſtarre dyd come of cold, but of heate,I-thinke no wiſe man will ſuppole 
it came, that noteth firſt the coldneſle of the fommer next before, the 
great aboundance of all fruites,and the Northren windes which puri- 
the ayre,and nipped of all offenſiuevapoures that might rende te 
putrifati6 But Lord how little would it-furder theyr conceits,concer- 
 -ning-warres or death of Princes; rather then of priuate men, although 
we ſhould conteſle, that Comets were contagious and peſtilent ro na- 
cure, vnleſſe they can bring proofe-withall,thar Princes are nor made of 
earth as others are,, or that the father and creator of all thinges,appoin 
mw pre to rule and gouerne reaſonable creatures, which in the ful- 
nelle of his mercy we arecreated to the likenefle of kimſelfe , ſhoulde 
make them rather then-theyr ſubies , Nlaucs and vaſlales to the bla- 
zing ſtarres, which proceede of putrefaftion, ol ab 
Thys knotte;not in a ruſh but inthe lyne , (whereby they ſeeke; to 
{quare our theyrvncertaipe aimes, perplexerh them fo ſore, as imitating. 
Alexander onely inthis poynt , they ſeeke to cutte,by ſharpneſle of a 
_ wreckefull edge; what they are nor able to yaloſe by the fleight of their 
diuinitie, pretending, that becauſe the conſtitution of a Princes body js 
more delicate and tender,in reſpeR of bringing vppe , then, of pryuate 
men, the feruent heats which commeth from.the Comet takerh ſurer 
holdegand eyther ſtirreth and inciteth them to warre ,, or raakes then 
ſubie& to the perrill of a burning fever. If this be not the, ſtrongeſt rea 
ſorgthat was euer yetalleaged for perticuler offence by'Comets to.the 
' ſtate of Kynges,by any of the Rabbies of that arte, let no.man giue me 
credite in the reſt that I ſhall deliuer. PE 
\ Fordifproofe whereof we muſt firſt of all oþferue;that whereas wo- 
. men neyther ryde greathorſes, hauke nor hunt, nor exerciletherſclues 
1n feates of armes-orchiualrie, which are the meanes which Princes of 
all times have yſed, for encreale of ſtrength and refreſhing of theyr ſtud 
dyes : therefore muſt they be- counted farre more tender and effemi- 
aue,arid by conſequetit more ſubiet to the venome of a Comegx . If 
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© " of poſed proplecits.5\. * 
this inference , and makeir good {at leaſt)agiintt all Princes of the 
| female kynde, as Demoſthenes being demaunded, what was the firſt; 
fecond and third parte of an orator,aunſwered three times with one-a{- 
fured voyce Pronunciation: ſo will-Lvouch but one example of rhys 
kvnde, becauſe I know no more, which'is the Queene our ſoueraigne, 
moſt worthy (norwithſtanding) for her excellent and perelefle gifts,to 
ſtand die Hr POO COT {V1 | 
Howe many Comets haue beene ſcene within theſe fine and twenty 
yeeres, before and after which, her maieſty hath euer encreaſed, rather 
then appayred the ſound ſtate of her body ? I can affirme thus much, as 
. a preſent witneſſe by minc owne experience, that when dyuers yppon 
greater ſcrupuloſity then cauſe, went about to diſlwade her Saledve. 
(lying then at Richmonde) oborengs;, br” the Comet which appea- 
red laſt: with a courage aunſwerable to the greatneſſeof her ſtate,ſhee 
cauſed the windowe to'be ſette open, and caſt out thys worde Iafta eſt 
alia the dyce are throwne;; affirming that her ſtedfaſt hope and confi- 
dence,was too firmely planted in the prouidence of God,. to be blaſted 
or affrighted with hols bermes, which eyther had a groundin nature 
whereyppon to riſe,or at leaſt no warranntour of fcripture, to portend 
the iſh pes of Princes. Behold a woman and a Queene, which ſeeme 
to be the kindes and callings,vyppon which the Comets (if Aſtrologers *W 
ſpeaketraerh)are wont to pray:: and yet not onely ſheerelentech norto 
common feare, but inſulteth rather vpon common folly. That the Co- 
mets hinder not the lyues of Princes , I have prooued heeretofore at 
large, and ſhall have opportunity likewiſe ro confirme hereafter, but 
thus much I dareathrme , / that albeit the mallice of the ſame were no 
lefle to be feared then ſome thinke': yether conrented mynde , her 
harmeleſlſe thoughts,her temperauncein dyer, abſtinenccfrom exceſle 
of all thinges that offende, with moderation of exerciſe, were inough 
to verefye that prouerbe which hath becne rife of olde, Sapiens doma- 
bitur aſtvis , Bur tolet this'one-eſcape as a byrd'of Araby(becauſe a 
multitude of graces and incomperable giftes,haue cauſed her to be re-_ 
puted in ſome ſort,as an exception tothe common'rule) what reaſon 
may be youched; why great Prinees ſhould nor better arme themlelues 
then Priuate perſons,againſt the violence of heate;, which breedeth {0 
great diſterper and diforder in'our bodics: ſince we find thatthe king | 
of Eglon wanted not*aſommer parler,nor king Dauid a pleſant galle- Fs : 
rye, wherein to coole, repoſe and recrearethemſelues' in the checte extre pats ds 
mitye ?:We ſee befide,thatit is a greaterwonder among vs to heere of 
a king or Queepe thatdyes of theplage,then of a blazing Star, which 
cannot be aſcribed'alrogether,to the paucity of kinges, in compariſon 
of priuate men: forif the Comets were: aſwell the cauſes of the death 
of Hxomagen of the peſtilence;ig were more Jike by reaſon-, rhar'bork: 
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A defenfativie agdinii the poyſor 
theſe daungerous effeCts proceeding from: ore certaine grounde, and 
beeing neither diflincked nor-repugpant in theyr finall drift , ſhoulde 
concurre and meete together ar'one ſeaſon and in one ſubieRt, I coulde 
alledge alſo,that Princes are more oft endaungered by cruditie procee- 
ding of 111 dyet, then of enflamation by exceſic of chollor, and that 
Hippocrates hath obſeruedfor acertaine rule, tenuripes xa: hace bare - 
Ta'/\ec &c. that thoſe dry ſeaſons , which come nor after exceſſive ſtore 
of rayne to.breede phrtrifation;are moſt Wholſome and lefle ſubie& ro 
mortality : as for cxiple,the yeeres of r555. & againe,1558.with dyuers 
other. Moreorer,thet are diucrs other vents wherby the fumes of chol 
lor may be ſayd to breath out& diuers other accidents into which they 
may difſolue, beſide plage and warre,& though there were none other: 
yer fince Princes ſeldome enter irito war. yppon aſuddayne heare, with= 
out aduiſe of al theyr wiſeſt and moſt truſty counſailers, ir Skilleth nor 
bo little or how much, the Prince himſelte be touched by the beames 
of heate;ſo that his counſaile may be free from all contagion of-influ- 
Ence, ' and though both armies were prepared in the field to ioyne ,- as 
that of Baiareth againſt Selimus his ſonne, of Edwarde the ſeconde a- 
gaynſt the Barons , of the rebelles in the North agayaſt king Heorye 
the eyght , and of Maximilian = the Turke : yet ſince 1t pleaſed 
God ſometime, whe things were furtheſt out of hope, to'cauſe Iſaac & 
Linaell, Efau and Iacob, Dauid and Abfalon to embrace; and one to 
kjflean other,it were an ouer-great ſimplicity to thinke,, thatby the 
g2zing ona Comet (though'we ſhould admutre it for a figne,) a man 
mightſounde the depth of prouidence, which hath no bottome. Theſe 
aunſwers may ſuffice to theſe two reaſons}, clowted vppe betweene an 
error in experience,and ers of an extraordinary light, touchi 

other iniuries, -wherewith this chatting Agar greeueth and moleſt 
her olde dame: I'thall bhaue opportunity'totreate, when I come to trye 
this kinde of diuination, by the rule'of Gods moſt holy worde . The 
reſt that they are able to oppoſe or vrge agaynſt vs in theyr owne de- 
fenceyſhall be touched in the manner of a-glaunſe, though in my con» 
ſcience, | car hardly:thinke it woorthy the repeating. | | 
The ſhallowneſſe of mens frayle conceites, the feeblenelle of witte, 
the diſtemper of lunacie, the vanitic of dreames, the ſuggeſtion of ſpy 
rites,and ſuppoſed influence of ſtarres and planets, haue beene ſo. farre 
deieRed from theyrſeuerall and diſtinte 65 , as were it not thar 
that our Aftrologers,miſtruſting leaſt Dianas kitchen ſhould ,beginne 
to coole,and the filucr ſhrineforgoe the wonted glofle by defaulre of 
oftcringes , © had foyfted in deceitfull reaſons forthe coloure of their 
arte, which require a quicke diſparch , my further laboure might haue- 
beene accounted frivolous. But asit is not inoughto build a fort for 
$:cogth, volefle we blow vppe countetpiles,. which haue becne rayſed 
of | _ by 
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by eur — offcndeand'beate vs with theyr 
more will it ſuffice; that I have vouched reaſons and authorities indiſ- 
proofe of theſe vaine toyes,vnleſle Hykewi'e wrelſt theyr weapons our 
of theyr handes, aud diſmount theyr ordinaunce; They demaund of vs, 
_ why they may not as lawfully ſceke out the properties of ſtarres, as of 
metals ftones,8c.I aunſwer, that they might as lawfully be ſought, if 
they were as ready to be founde-, for where we finde that Salomon is 
 prayſed for his vnderftanding in the fimples;from the bunch of Hiſope 
to the Pellitory roote that growes out of the wall, itis iwplyed ,; thac 
wiſedome was encreaſed and augmented by this knowledge : but con- 
cerning ſtarres and Plavers,we can finde no ſuch report. ; nor tharany 
man wascuerliked or allowed, bur abhorred and reiefted (as ſhall be 
prooued afterwarde) that depended on theyr ivfluence . 1 be fimples 
worke theyr proper and peculier cffe@ io common vie , , the ſtarres a- 
buſe,the vertue ofthe firit appeares by proofe,, - the latter is conceiued. 
in imagination,and though that ground of Cicero betrue, Pradict ca 
prnuges natara_ neceſſitas. perfeCtura eſt, that thoſe thinges may beg 
retolde, -whichnature of neceffity muſt bring foorth-in time (as c- 
lipſes ofthe Sunne and Moone,cffetts of ficknelle in mens bodies,and 
fuch like)ſo muſt we take it for a principle; as abſolute and true in al 
reſpefts,that no cauſe ynder heauen can bring foorth an efte&, which 
Beſides, by poring andenquiring inthe skye, to ſecke for that whi 
may be four re. WT REI : k AS againſt true philoſophy, 
by which itismoſteuidens;  Caufas quo ſunt propiores,co magis eſle 
definitas:Some reaſon, that becauſe the ſtarres and Planets are natura- 
lia corpora, therfore we may take notice by theyr influence &c . But in 
like manner they might defend all kindes of auguration, or diuining 
by the flight of byrdes,' the inwardes of beaſtes: for aſwell one as an, 
other may be called Corpus naturale, in-reſpet they both conſiſt of 
matter and of fourme,and towching other inſpirations of future aimes 
for any thing | findegtheyr vertues are indifferent. When they can proue 
the propertyes which are aſcribed to the Planets , to be no lefle proper 
vnto them then they are natural to ys ; their Logicke ſhalbe better en- 


tertayned. ; | | 
They fay furthermore, that the Planets are ſome cauſes of our chan- 
ges andalterarions vppon earth,which I admirre : but as 'they, woorke 
together with the ſecond cauſes, and makeall thinges eyther rype or 
rotten, ſtrong or weake, frayle or durable, by an vniverſall force,accor- 
ding to theyr proper kindes and qualities. Thus God is ſayd , Educere 


Nubes ab extremo terrz , to bring foorth clowdes out of the furdeſt py,11,., 
and extremeſt partes of carth,Euocare aquas maris, vt effundant ea ſu- jer., 16, 
per faciemterrz,to call yppe the waters pions that he may powre Amos, 5,4 


A defenfativeagainſt the payon 
= them downe'againe vpon the Face of theearth , or ifwe [6oke into the 
of fountaine' of philoſophic,ir wyll appoare that within whyle after Mo- 
| ſes had fayde;Nondum pluiſſeDeum in terrz+, Thar GOD had not yet 
a rained vpon the ground »Exhalauit a terra vapor,qui vniuerfam cius fa- 
j :nc 1.5. 6, ciem irrigauirt, A certayne vapor breathed our of the ſame, which wate+ 
: | | 
\ 


—_—— — —— ——— 


red all the face of ir. bt; | 
i* |  Thaue heard a number; which have gone about to countenaunce their 
5. vaine conceytes, by the'certzyne-groundes;and imaximes of Aſtrono« 
= my,as if becaſs the Planers' Gs certayne courſe;they muſt by con+ 
St. ſequentinfuſe a certayne propertie:: but this doublefaced Tanus bath 
4. 10 place if our temple. They might as weH-dyre&vsto.the booke of 
BY Fortune for our deſtinie, becauſe we play with dice,or perſwade vs that 
| the arte of Magicke is a braunch and member of diuinitie,, becauſe the 
names of God,und thoſe-which beare a ſounde of greateſt maieſtic , are 
ſo many tyres remembred. vd trite 10 403 By 45:1 4.164 
Wt * - Aſtronomy preſumes no further, theri the knowledge of the courſe 
urs: and order of the Starres; and how by them the tymes and ſeaſons of the 
Wo yeere are ordered; and therefore the diuine and holye Fathers ofthe 
= Church, which embraced this as a kinde of lawfull arte,ſhooke off that 
Wo other of ro mus be the Planettes;as too vile a ſtrumpette ; to conſort 
' or liue in fellowſhippewith ſo chaſte a virgin 2 the firſt was holden as a 
| i We. | mircor,wherin man might view the maieſticofiGod;the ſecond, ſhun- 
WW, ned as a ſugred bayte, whereby the deuitl ſecketh ro bewitch the god- 
, ly . For as it is moſt free for all men to perufeand-readethe woord of 
9%} d, but not to wreſt iro the maintenaunce of. Cabaliſticall conteyrs, 
7s; ro reade the namies of Ichoua we ORs Adonaz; &c. fo we call 
W : he damnedfpirites;to'ſcuone the figures and«cbaratters of Egypr, 


deſperate extremities;ro meaſure trueth whereas fhe ſhines, without re- 
Þ rd'to ſhaddowes where they flicker: ſo may ye like of Aftronomical; 


webeginne to iudge by faces, lignes,aſpeRtes, &c, Which are imagined 
| |; k __— Somdenined by 5 had ſuſpetedby-the ——— all 
BY ©* certdiniie. - -- oo ne, "4 07 $90 FO $4 arBE Forv4; 
” ! i They ſeeke to prooue another waye, that becauſe Aſtrologie is acol- 
{ —_ I&tion of ſundrie rules or propoſitions ,:regarding by conformitie a- 
Mong themſelaes,the knowledge of eventes tocome, therefore it can» 
'""l notbe'deniedro bean arte, which zeaſon followes not , valeſſe they 
IM prooue Wwithall,their rules'or 0% S9eSrartv beprofitable;lawfull,true 
LU, and agrecable'to nature';”' The ſcoperandende of Alchimie,is to tranſ- 
forme grolſe mettalles into rich-and pure, they want nor ſtore cf rules 

and preceptes to this ende/,: but becauſe thizarte would make after a 

 kinde.of manner, not exchaubge, lunouare;not immitate the courle of 


nature. . 


; % - 


: ng IS 
: % . » . » % * , OJ 
+ y %. PEO Se” Yo. ' "5 %. \ Wn 4; 2s We ON #4 
ih. hh ts i a oh "Bo fe, 5 Ko ve . $1 
A ON LOR RAN SS A i LS 


i 
"+-þ o'we Coniure not to take profite by the meane;, without ruſhing into - 
vgs 
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| proouerh altogether yaine, and ſerr 
uveth to none other ende,then to blowe the wealth:of 'mennegin 
clowdes of fmoke'out of the louer of a chimney. {nlyke manner, Geo+ 
miantie, Pyromantie, Idromantie, Necromitie, Ars Cabaliſtica;&c:con+ 
Aſt yppon a formall courſe of groundes and rules; bur. becauſe they:can- 
notabyde the touch of truth, nor iuſtifie thenſclues by ſenible and cer+ 
tayne proofe, wereict and dilalowe them with theyrauCthors. _ | 
One writeth, that no man ought to be reputed learned ia Phifick, with- 
our ſome'taſte in the Iudicialles : becauſe Hipocrates would have the ri- 
fing of certaine Planers,obſerued with great heed;&c. But this auaylerh 
kfle;fince Galen writeth , thar mega this aduiſe to none 0- 
ther ende,then that rhe temper of the ſeaſon, might be more exaRtly and 
preciſely taken by this meane,then by accounting by the moneth,, be= 
cauſe diverſe countries differed in reckoning,without thinking once of 
iudiciall conceytes, which are more meetetor chyldren,, then formen 
of skyll and grauitie. This appeareth alſo by the drift and ſcope of the 
tearned DaQour,referri alt his ayme;rathero the cure of thepatient 
by purging, letting bloud,or other meanes,then to confiderntion'of his 
- natiuitye, They might as probablie vouch Auicenne, aſcribingno lefle 
care to the climate,vnder which all men are borne, becauſe tbe countries 
giue a certayne. touch , which oughr.not to be negleed by aman that 
profeſſeth Phificke - Belyke the veſlell is almoſt ready:to-be ſer on tyle, 
when ſuch lyes are drawne out in fteede of wholſome- licquor:nowirh» 
ſtanding, they wyll-horpur vp the matter thus, bur prayeiwaydt of dy- 
uerſe learned men, and of Galen cheefllie, about theyr Dies decretorie 
os, concerning which, as matters fare above my pitchein phiſicke, 'I 
ſubmitte my 1ndgemetir vnrs rheyrs \,' which have arrayned ro more 
certayne knowledge of the trueth,by praRiſe then by ſpeculation... Bur 
asweknowe ; that Hipocrares lefti'not ſo thuchas one \ſeely blancke, 
wherein theſe Decretorie dayes ngeeBevny place >: fo diverſe 
learned writers gather,thar Galen who begaito note theny firſt , wered 
wearie of them in his'latter rymegand they that carrie grearcſt fame for 
Phiſicke bothe in Fraunce and ltalie in'dur dayes , reiectand difallowe 
them vtrerly. Beſide, when Galen was moſt earneſt inchis poynt,it. was 
but with regard ynto the ſtate and complexion of the patient, Wa, 
Burtwhart meant Hipocrates(ſay they)t6 rake beat awarkes'by 
Phifiognomie; if ourwatd fignes maynot deliver lyghr,of thoſe cucnts 
which arelykerofollow'?'Dridie for mine 6wne part, | miſtike no'geſ- 
ſing nordiuiningby fuck fignes, as have Rationemy/caufie & etfefti , of 
which. kinde is the'fsce;as it is noted and obſerued'by Hi s .' For 
though we finde jrto be generallie true, which Tullie ſpeakerh againſt 
Verres , Frontem' arqueotulos menitiei , that the eyes and forehead 
are often found wlye, (uhiough Catelige be ſayde, Vultumgeſtaſle in 
_ | X.ij manibus 
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= zinevpon the Face of theearth , or if we lGoke' into the 
of fountaine' of philoſophic,itwyll appeare that withina whyle after Mo- 
L ſes had ſayde/Nondum pluilſeDeum in terra, Thar GOD had not yet 
rained vpon the ground »Exhalauit a terra roche vaiuerſam cius fa- 
nc. 1.5. 6, ciem irrigauir, A certayne vapor breathed our of the ſame, which wate» 
red all the face of ie. v1; 

I haue heard a number, which have gone about to countenaunce their 
vaine conceytes, by the'certayne;groundes; and maximes of Aſtrono« 
my;as if becauſe the Planets okdes certayne courle;they muſt by con+ 
ſequentinfuſe a certayne propertiez: but this double faced Tanus bath 
10 place if! our temple. They might as weH-dyre& vs to the booke of 
Fortune for our deſtinie;becauſe we play with dice,or perſwade vs that 
the arte of Magicke is a braunch and member of dininitie , becauſe the 
names of Godgand thoſe which beare a ſounde of greateſt maieſtic , are 
fo niany tym remembred;) 0: 1d totes Aro orient 20d 

' Aſtronomy preſinnes no further, theri the knowledge of the courſe 
and order of the Starres; and/how by them the tymes and ſeaſons of the 
yeere are ordered; and therefore the diuine and holye Fathers of.the 

Church, which embraced this as a kinde of lawfull arte,ſhooke off that 
other 6f dinining by the Planettes;as too vile a trumpette , to conſort 
or liue in fellowſhippetwirh ſo pa 2 the firſt was holden as a 
mirror,wherin man might view the maieſtic of:God;theſecond,ſhun- 
ned as a fugred bayte, whereby the deuill ſeeketh to bewitch the god- 
ly . Foras it is moſt free for all-men to perafeand-reade the woord of 

d;but not ro wreſt it:ro the maintenaunce of. Cabaliſticall conteyrs, 
ro reade the namies of Ichoua MING Adonai; &c. fo we call 
poti'no damnedfpirites;to'ſcanne the figures andcbaracters of Egypt; 

© we coniure not to take profite by the meane!, without ruſhing into - 
deſperate extremities;ro meaſure trueth whereas fhie ſhines, without re- 

ard to ſhaddowes where they flicker: ſo may ye like of Aſtronomical; 
bs 1 {courſe ſo farre as it ' —_—_ by 9 aaggen - arte, bat after - 
NF we beginne to iudge by faces, fignes,aſpeRes, &c, Which are imagined 
4 Þ | | byllome, lartnes by hand ſuſpeedby:the'moſt,farewel! all 
by certdnitte, --+ {oo 2 $0 UT40HMIH F  $43 URL} F275 44 
They ſceke to prooue another waye,that becauſe Aſtrologie is acol- 
Ieftion of ſundfierules or propoſitions ; regarding; by conformitie a- 
morng themſelaes;the knowledge of cuentes rocome, therefore it can» 
notbe'deniedto be an arte, which reaſon followes not , vnleſſe they 
prootte withall, their rules'or ub tionsto beprofitable;Jawfull, true 
and aprecableto nature” The ſcopeandende of Alchimieis to tranſ- 
forme grolſe mettalles into rich and pure, they want nor ſtore cf rules 
and precepres to this ende/;' bur becauſe thisarte would make after a 
 kinde;of manner, nog exchaunge, lunouare;nor immigate the courle of 
"TEE 65 wy < | : | natures : 
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aature 2$ Mean On ] 49 :4t: —— alt chernain, and ferr 
neth to none Other ende,theh to Hons the wealth:of 'Menne;in 
clowdes of fmoke'our of the louer of a chimney. ln lyke manner, Geo+ 
miantie, Pyromantie, Idromantie, Necromitie,Ars Cabaliſtica,&c:con+ 
kit y a #724” courſe of groundes and rules; bur becauſe they:can- 
not abyde the touch of truth, nor iuſtifie themſclues by Gakbldandeer: 
rayne proxts. reieR and dilalowe them with theyrauCthors, 

One writeth, that noman ought to be reputed learned in Philick, with- 
eur ſome'taſte/ in the Iudicialles : becauſe H Hipocrates would have the ri- 
fing of certaine Planers,obſerued with/great heed, &c. But this auayleth 
kfle;fince Galen writeth , that a Hipoerne gaue this aduiſe to none 0- 


ther ende,then that rhe tempe ſeaſon, might be more exadtly and 
Preciſely taken by this meane,then pee by the moneth,, be= 
cauſe diuerſe countries differed in out thinking once of 


-udiciall tes, which are more 5 or ak Idren, Jo formen 
of skyll and grauitie. This appeareth alſo by the rift and ſcope of the 
trarned DoRtour, referring all his ayme;rathero the cure of thepatiene 
by purging, letting bloud, or other meanes,then to conſideration of his 
natiuitye, The woke as probablie vouch Auicenne, aſcribing no lefle 
care to the cnn which all men are borne, becauſe the countries 
LT a certa os , which oughr.not to be negleed by aman that 
vir - Bel yke the veſlell is almoſt ready:to. be ſet on tyle, 
Po ſuch lyes _ out in ſteede of wholſome- licquor:nowith- 
ſtanding, they wyll-borpur vp the matter thus, bur prayc iwayde of dy- 
uerfe learned men, and of Galen cheefllie, about ra Dies decretoris 
os, concerning which, as matters farre above my pitchein phiſicke, 'I 
ſubmitte my Ch ehir vnts theyrs , which have atrayned to more 
certayne knowledge of the trueth,by praiſe then by ſpeculation.” But 
asweknowe.; that Hipocrares left:nor ſo thuch as one ſecly blancks, 
wherein theſe Decretorie dayes mighehallengeany place # fo diverſe ; 
learned wtiters gather;thar Galen who begirwto note thens firſt ; weted : 
wearie of themin his'latter tyrnegand they that carrie orcareſt fame for 
Philicke bothe 7 Fraunceund Itelbo ih'dur (a: reiectapd dikilowe ; 


g 
which kinde is ney. Lau id is _ and Sbſemed by pigoormes \/ For 
though we finder to be generallie Ws! which Tullie ſpeakerh againſt 
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4 defenſarinrageinl the poyſon # 

mahtibus,to have carried his countenaunce in his hand,and though wes 

reade in T acitus;that-the Maltontentes in Galbas rywe, Triſtitiam fi- 

mulabant contumacit propiores, pretended ſorrowe,when they drewe | 

more neere vnto ſtubbornneſle.: yet is jt certaine, that ſorve diſcaſes are 

woent ſooner to diſcrie my yſon.in theviſage., . then in any other 
u 


parte,and cheeflie thoſe of t 
treend of Galen, i keiniegialgemet by the Starresto skillin Phi- 


| ure bur.that famous DoRou.is too + 10.Jwns to be lured -4n with 


you wordes., for not onely during all his tyme of co mo 
; he diſday ned to av cars any  waſtfull tyme about 

fryckle hold, but Jeclay itterlic in the cheefeſt heate of hispr 
iſe ar Roome, inſt certaine {pightfull fooles , which finding arc 
ſelues farre vnable to compare. with him, in iudging of the cauſes and 
effees, of ſundrie diſtempers and diſeaſes thar were rife, publiſhed a- 
broade |, that he neither wrought nor iudged ſo much by the rules of 
arte,as by dyrection from the Planertes. Befide,he giueth a moſt dead- 
ly nippe to Peucer and his fellowes, in one place aboue the reſt , where 


he noteth;that none of thoſe which vndertooke to diuine of the ſtate of 


ficke men, by the Starres and Planettes : whyle be practiſed at Roome; 


gaueinan Aves $404, true or a certayne_iudgement. 


1 Rog ed once. with. a proper ſcholler , who declining fron 
Phiſicke , whercin a was, iraſpaablic entered,ro gaze on 
ovary wayne the toppe of a ſteeple. , | became more fitte at 
wa as Cooper rr = Bp 
p! a Its v ro ſet downe a: no 
fb i were TO arc DL 


ap ke asa backe ſet. to hin cauſe , yer 


—_ vertuc. of the ſunne ., depending i in his. greateſt gloricſe 
ONF Ouer ys, 

; lt we chaunce totel! theſe Starre dininers of theyr chyldiſhe! ,de- 
lyuered abroade by rare of Almanackes from-yeere-to yeerthey ſcke 
ro ſhifte and. eſcape away ey "ea 99 rules of 


tion be not certayne, «ans the Pylote "ge ſometime? launſwer, ry 


that it is one-thipg to ſwerue by default of: cunningia the man, ao- 


ther for wanit of certaintie. in the compalle - A Pylote may be led awry 
by miſtaking of his marke , a Phiſfitian by an alteration in the-body, 
«£70009 amr Ang for;a Generall by pan ; 

vt 


cr. Peucer would be glad to make a 


ſunne and' moone , without” 


at it ſelfe-to be no cauſe atall thereof, but the- 
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©" of poſed prophecies. © 3 
but the difference and oddes betweene theſe payers is very great , for 
heere the men are ouerſeene, burin diuinations by the Starres, the rules 
of arte ir ſelfe are friuolous, When we tell them rhat neyther Plato nor 
Ariſtotle (where the matter laye moſt fitlie for theyr hand ) vouchſafed 


once to name, much lefle ro warrant or allowe diuining by the lyghts: 
ſome aunſer! , thateyther they were ignoraunt thereof, or lily fought 
to couer ſo divine a miſterie, with a vayle of ſilence . But this cloake 
of couine,needeth ſome old'patch our of the fripperie to peece it home, 
for neither is | robable that our Aſtrologers ſee miore then thoſe Phi- 
loſophers,nor that Ariſtotle and Plato trauayling into Egypt, with fo 
_ a careg0 marke, would ouerſee the knowledge which was moſt 
inine : bur rather in reſpeR, hee glaunceth ata blinde Philoſopher in 
his Meta-phiſickes, for depending ouer-much mes the rrifles of this 
glozing arte, whoſe follies farre ſurmounted any fauour that the world 
could reape. I thinke he ket it lippe away in a clowde of flie contempr,. _ 
as Solon dyd the cryme of parricide , before men were acquainted or Cicero pro 
defyled with the ſame: Ne don ram prohibere,quam admonere ridere- Rolc. 
rur,leaſt he ſhould not ſeeme lo much to barre the fault, as to give light 
of ſuch a matter. | | | | 
But to march forward, and proceede againſt theyr forlorne hope, 
when*wee vouchAriſtotle , to prooue that it is vnpoſlible for any cer- 
tayne knowledge,to be —_— of things which are broughrto paſle, | J 
by the eoneoutl of ſundry looſe & diſynited accidents, they ſcorne ex- | 
credingly,attempting to repel! this ſhotte by certaine courtines of new 
found philoſophie,and affirming againſt all the ſchooles, that poverty, : 
fickneſſe,ſudden death,8c. ſhould rather beare the name of adherents, | 
then ef accidents, becauſe they cleaue vnto the ſubie,axd hane a cer- 
tayne foundation or ground at the roote of nature ., 1s not this fayre 
laye,when to preuent a checke (becauſe it bringeth ſome diſgrace vn- 
to theyr skyll ) they confound the game by caſting downe the boord, 
and eyther wyll have newe menne carued out of hand to ſeruetheir 
eurne , or not in tryall of the wager . For with what co- 
Tour can they call vs poore by nature , whichare borne in lybentie, a - 
treaſure', as Calliſtratus that notable ciuilian valewes it iveftimable? 
Then are we enfeoffed with that golden gift of reaſon , whereby man 
15 holden'to reſemble G OD, ani belide made rulars, not onely ouer _ 
p11 tees 4 beaſtes, bur oner all the world it ſelfe,as appeareth by Gene.,r. 28;- 
the charter w | 1t pleaſed God the Father and creatour of all rhinges, Pal, s, g. 
to delyvervnto/Adim in his ſtate of bliſſe , and lykewiſe by the confic- | 
mation of his Prophete' , And albeit (as we readein lob)man com- - 
meth naked and deuoyde of ontward helpes'into the world , it proo=- 
_ ueth bim to be'no'poorer for this cauſe, then the merchaunt , which , 
regardetlr not howe lyttle 'coyne* he carrie AF _ purſe, 
Sj | 131, cau 
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A defenſatine agdinit the 
becauſe hee ſhall be ſare to inde his. granarie ., his warchouſe, his 


paſtures and his cheſt repleniſhed . A-man may come to knowledge, 


Rei per accidens fatzgof a thing already doone by accident,as a Phifi-- 
tion vnderſtanderh in an Inne as he paſletb by , that ſuch a freend of his 
tooke a ſurfette of ſore rente or other :. butto divine of thinges, Per 
accidens fatiendis,as for a Phiſition to giue warning to his patient, that 
{och a day beſhould nor fayle to fallinto a burming fever , by a ſurfetre 
taxe by too many cherrics; witkout knowledge of the courle of ſecond 
cauſes, isnot poſſible , If it be confeſſed, thatno man aliue by-thelyghe 
of nature or ſupplies of arte , is able to deſcend ynto ſuch ſtrift particu- 
lars: Ibelecue him, andas much in all poynts of the generall without 
particulars, becauſe the ſcripture giueth as fmall comfort rouching one 
asanother, -and yet Aſtrologers wyll notſeeme ignoraunt in eyther. 
But moſtlyke ir is,that if it had accorded with the-will of God , ro-de- 
 lyuer any-lyght or gelle of -thjages to. come 2 he would have. doone it 
rather ina glaring ſunne, that might give the glorie to himfclte alone, 


then ina corner or behinde the curtayne,, caſt we ſhould aſcribe ſome. 


parte thereof ro our owne endeuour, is Jock 5 | 

If a woman chaunceto bring foorth fiftcene ſonges withonr any. 
daughter,afterall are borne; Aſtrologers wy gelle -( if itcontentand 
lyke them ſo)that this qualitie of bringing foorth ſo many ſonnes ,, is. 


Quodam modo adherevs,is in acertayne manner adhering to the pro=: - 


pertie, ofthat man and-woman matched in the Kate of .marriage a 2 
ther: and yet becauſe not any man but. GOD alone conceyueth, whe- 

ther agreement or diſagreement in complexion , ſome qualitic deriued 

fromconformitie betweene the parents on both ſides, in ſome degree is 
the cauſe of this effe&; therefore the conicCture of inherents is.n0 ſurer- 
then of accidentes .. We tell them furthermore, that if the Starres or 
Planertes dyd-conucie ſuch qualitiestogether with theys influence , as; 
they conceyue, then ſhould Joy worke the lyke effect in beaſts, ſo farre: 
as they, werecapable . To this poynt they make aunſwere with a falſe- 
ON onnnen: Planetres regard onelie men, But why more then; 
elementes , or then Caelum vniuerſurn, which worketh in Qmni cor- 

pore naturali, inal] bodyes that are naturall 2 Befidezwe ſee that ſun- - 
drie beaſtes, fiihe,byrdes and plantes, holde a ſtraighter lincke of -kyn-. 
dred and affinitic withthe Sunne and Moane , :then with the ſonnes of 


Adam . For example , diveyle writethat 4he Elephant giuerh a kinde 


of reuerence to the Moone, by the Latke.we know the dawning of the | 
daye,the Maric-golde dooth dloſe and open with the Sunne,&c. Well, 
they proceede further , and ſceke to iuſt;fic theyr cauſe by. this experi- 


_ * ment, that xayne and ſtormesare bredde by rhat ſclfe-fawe jnfluence.. 


of Planettes , which cauſerh a chaunge or alteration in the ayre,&c. 


haue 


4nd herefore Plancrtes are not ſo void of particular effeRtes,as diverſe: 
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have beene perfwaded. Surely Tean not'deny bur rhat it likes the ve 
well,to ſee them thus deſcende from diſcourſe of Fortune, which is lefle 
PR todiſtemper of the ſeaſon, which carries a more likely colour? 

ut yet | muſt aduertiſe them in freendly manner, thatthe pole of true 
conſideration,is alwell miſtaken in this poynt as inthe reſt, for though 


the Supne may be rightly termed a cauſe efficient, both of hayle an# 


rayne,yet this proccedeth not of influence ſent dorwne, but of vapors lif- 


ted vppe,the ſame — one kinde or other;according to their- 


co 
proper kinde together , with the quality of the place wherein they are 
congealed. Wherfore;vnlefle it may be warranted, that:the Sunne ſhall 
euer warme in one degree, or that the ſcyle ſhall remaine 3n one ſtate 
euer,to receiue the yertue which proceedeth from the Sunne , becauſe 


the difference of meteors dependeth Whollyvpon theſe aflured groiids 


it is nor poſlible to prognoſticate of eyther.Laſt of all;they-alledge +» 
61)r xat rl 9vory 8c, thar God & nature worke nothing vainly: but what 
is thys to = pol ? vnlefle they prooue, that there is vone other vic 

in nature |; artes and Planers,;thento gamithror diſgrace natiui- 

nes, ' | , aww Bo 1 > $* 74 p 778 (44 » 44 4-4 — 

'T know thar! Atiſtotle afftrmeth the lower” partes to confine vypporr 
the higher,ro this ende , that theyr vertue may be guided bytheir in- 
fluence : but his meaning reacheth onely Ad mundum elementarem, 
as appeateth by the circumſtaunce of bordering}, beſide,” his treating" 
onely ofche meteors in that diſcourſe, -ſhewesthat he meant to'pro- 
ccede no further,” ' | Wherefore'1 meruaile thar ſome of the Germaines* 
ſought aſhel 9 we worke, which rather oner-throwes theyrcauſe,” 
inreſpe& the Philoſopher aſcribeth the congealing of the meteors,to 
the places whereinthey reft , withoiit-ſo-miich as any thought orcon- 
ccit:ofaconſtellation . One'of them obieCteth, thar Mare Perſicurr 
wexeth exceeding rough, ar ſuch time as the Sun-entererh into Virgo, 
and becommerh calme againe at his approching varo Sagitrarie, which' 
proones.a property. But heerein they are ouer-ſhorte, for if the generall 
configuration of the Planets beare a ſtroke in this , then ſometimes 
when they wy affeed in freendly ſorte,it ſhould fall out otherwiſe, 
whereas we finde that courſe to be ynchaungable: Therefore we muſt 
deriue this accident,eyther from'the Sunne who worketh diuerſly, ac- 
cording tothe place from whence his bearhes diſcende,or from the wa 
ter it ſelfe, 'which hath aſwell (no doubt) preſcripr and certaine lynes 
and lmmets when to miooue, as the humorsof our body. An other rea 
ſon may be brought, to proouta certaine intereſtin Planers, becauſe 
they that inhabite vnder the Meridian, are exceeding timerous, effemi-- 
nate, and borne to ſeruigude.” | The reaſon is nor, becauſe Saturne go- 
uerns there,for the beiſtes are moſt couragious in India, and'themen 
long lyued wherehe daimerthequall rule'; bur when! exceſle of yu 
[EE ward 


A defenfative again#f the poyſon 
warde heate,drawes out the vertne from the center to the vpper partes, 


tt leaueth in the viſage ſwarfnes,and in the minde gant . The 
eaſe is ſo: much the more euident in this reſpeRte al 


0., | becaule inthe 
North it is farre otherwiſe. thatagt 
They tell vs that the ſea isruled by the Moone, we graunt it,and in 


Iyke forte are the ſeaſons by the ſunne : but what maketh this to the. 


purpoſe? when cauſes are connerted with effes, we deny no conſequet, 
2nd yer | know that deepe Philoſophers haue yeelded.otber reaſons no 
lefſeprobable of ebbing & flowing of the waters: but becauſe my ley. 
ſure will not ſerue nor give me leauegto gage all veliels tothe bottom 
that they ſecke to ſet one broche for defence hereot, I will only tell the 
that to proove an voiverſa)l regiment of Planets in all humane things 


becauſe the Moone beares nile in tydes, is a fallence from the ſpeciall 


0 the vninerſall. 


- Melanchton ſeeketh to breath lyfe into this azte by a common cx- 


 periment, that children which are borne Oauo menſe, neuer liue, be- 
cauſe Saturre,who preuaileth in that moneth, hath blaſted chem. 1an- 


fwer,that this perticuler aſfignement of eucry moneth, wherein a wo- 
man goes with child,ro one roning itarre or other ; is too yaine a fable 
to keepe credite with the learned. It is true, that ſundry hurtful accidets 


-befall a woman inwardly,1bour that month, wherewith her tender in- 


fant beeing much offended and enfeebled,-is the weaker and worſe a- 


ble te continue , They teach;thar all our inundations, plages,famines 
:&c; proceede fram the contagion of the ayre : the ;ayre recciueth the 
contagion from the Planets, therefore the Planets are the cauſes of our 


miſery. 


Vppon this poynt we muſt confider,that as the heart is.the fountain 
of alfa 


aculties ', and ſendeth foorth that vertue which muſt keepe all 


whole |, entyre and ſounde : the like is: Virtus cerli in the ſtate of al 
thinges vpponearth-, and thercfore with as good authority , we may 


make the heart a.cauſe of our diſeaſe ., becauſe it giueth life-to 


-part,or the magiſtrate & author of miſhappes, who th order in all. 


Nates,as the Planets cauſes of our harmes, which ſerue onely to effeRe 
and bring thoſe accidents to paſſe, which are cngraffed and conceiued 
in the wombe of nature, If ſome Planets be colde and others whote, 
bow cant be (fayth Haly)but a generall concourſe or meeting of one 
ſorte,muſt be the cauſe of fluddes ,. of others bring foorth parchinge 
andwvnſcaſonable heates ? &c, But we muſt obſerue, that in the Planets 
is no kinde of exceſſe or rage, - but a fweete conſorte which ripens , as 
the nature of the thing wherein.it woerkes is diſpoſed or enclined:and 
therefore ſo often as we heare of any 1arre,, we muſt impute the ſame 
to the foure ftringed inſtrument beneath the Moone,l meane the ſtrife 
&f.che foure clements, which though the hand of heguen play Ic ſo 
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of ſuppoſed propuccies.. 
feet muſick, wyl ſomerirne ſound out of order. lf then the Planets haue: 
a ſtroke of rule and empyre oucr elementes , it is roſtaye them within 
boundes, but not to further or aſſiſt theyr violence , If Mars be prince 
of choller , lupiter of bloud : it is not toenflame, but to myrigate and - 
qualifie , The proper heare of bodyes ſuſteynerh and conſerueth them, 
the violent and raging heates come not from heauen, bur eyther from - 
the matter or the elementes , whoſe qualities exceede and raunge too 
farre beyondall ſcope, to yeld obedience and ſeruice to the mylds and 
gentle ſcepter of the Planettes . Wherefore we may learne by this,to 
thunne rheyr doQtrine lyke a Dragons denne, which impure all faytes_ 
of nature, ill agcidenres of fortune, all ouer-fights of errour; all eſcapes 
of ſtubborne wyll,to the rage of influence . Theſe are the zcaſons, that 
are youched by the protors and abertors of Aſtrologicall diſcoucries 
in theyr owne defence , which I thought good to touch. as tyine would 
giue meleaue, leaſt otherwiſe our aduerſaries in this poynt,might baue 
complayned of a verdire without an enquiry . - I knowe that ſome of - 
them , haue pylfered certayne other colours and pretences out of. the 
word of -G OP, which when l once begrnneto looke into,theyr rech- 
lefſe audice ſhall be corrected. and difplaied accordingly. In the meane 
tyme, Lmuſtcrave pardon for my long diſcourſe about, the iudge- 
ment of the Starres, wherein, though many thinges, may want to the 
omar an por of 2 ſearching head: yer am I ſure, heere is caough to war + 
"fant my contempr; and to dif VT vanitie- 
Th nas pn. be 96d omar and therfore for this time 
I wyll proceede no further . then to councell and aduiſc all well diſpo- 
ſed wyrtes,to ſtinttheyr gelles in a meane,& alwayes lyke good ſheepe - 
ride care tO the voice of theyr owne rd , wha watcheth for our 
oules, and giuerh warning. by the-Prophete not to feare the ſignes of 8 
beauen, whereof the Gentyles are afrayde : Quialeges populorum ya- * on 
nz, becauſe the lawes of fok ſortes of men are vaine,and theyr receits | 
are lyke the Poticaries boxes , Quorum tituli habent remedia pixides Ladt. de fal. 
venena , whoſe inſcriptions are woont to promule helpe , when: theyr rel-cap.22, 
contents are poyſon. 


pg He laſt braunch or meane, whereby the contagion of vnlawfull © fone 
Pn conueyed jato the tnindes of mortall men,iscon- ,,;. 1. 
erence with dampned fpirites or familiars , as -mneny WEE ned ſpitites. 
| call them, which may firly be compared to thole prety cubbes, g, fe, m;iliars 
' which(as the Propherſpeaketh ) Nunc leones facti didicerunt p,.,, ,_ 
_ * prxdam capere& hominesdeuorare, Being now growne 0 be Lyons, 
auelearned ro\deuoure menne., and ro lye in wayte for theyr booty. | 
Cleotnbrotus having ſequeſtred bimſelfe, from the fellowſhip of men, 
and dealinges of the world , for the ſpace of many yeeres (as Plytarche 


Ye  wnites) 


Te 
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A defenſative againit the poyon 
writes) frequenting onely ſolitary woods and caues,tharbythis meant 

ene po.) itnſelſe the better ; and become more inward with | 

the Fayrics and Satytes: was at- the Jaſt enformed bythe-principatiof 

that vngodly crew, that jz«porcc, were ſpirites,,” which ſomerymes had 

dwelt in bodyes among men ,and afterward in refpe& of many gree- 

vous finnes , were fyned at this penaltie, to wander ypand.downelyke 

1.yons- ( as faint Perer fayes)orki whome they may:devoure;, t010s 

ſpyre by Dreames and Oracles , and-to-furniſhe men whichwere-aſſig* 

ned totharhonour;with the gifrof phophecie, 7 een 1 

| - *This paſſage (l confefſe):s notagreeablein cucric poynt,withthat 

\ which is affirmed by faint Peter;that.God ſpared not Angelles finning; 


.2.Pet.2.4« butbeeing drawne downe bythe ropesof hell , delyuered-them to bee 


tormented, that they ſhould be reſerued ymto4udgement.;.nor with-chat 
of LaCtantius,thar they became memmbets of tke deutlles garde, &ciibut 


: De Origen. * ; vcnnbants” fart | | SOL EET 
1 notwithſtanding'it approcherh neerer (then heathen writers are woont) 
240-4; Gap 2, to the tchoole ofver ( 


itie ; I needenor waſte good tyme, nor blotte my 
paper in confutingtheirvnſenfible conceytes : who conſtantly belceue, 
thar there is neytheranycertayne hell;northall be fpirites tyl} the latter 
daye, becauſe the folliesare-too groſle and palpable . . They might as 
{6 rh ey) ou lykewiſe,thatthefe were no heauen, for if Sathan be 
Prjriceps tebebraruws, as Cheiſtis aufthor of all lygbt ;- wee muſtes 
»wEll determine of a placed tormentas of reward , and that foorthwithi 
_ :Alfo,orelſe the xich man wighrhaye had aJonger ryme of reſpite; and. 
.of taking breath before his execution, | Litres | 

 * Beſide, there is no doubt, but as God is never abſent from his flocke 

. thar put theyr truſt in him, ſo the deuill (as experience dooth teack) at- 

tendeth at an inch vppon his. owne deere fauorytes . So ſoone as God 

+ hadquite abandoned and forſaken Saule ; a wicked ſpirite; tooke ſure 

:holde of him : ' neyrtherler ir mooue the godlie, thar rhe Scriptures call 

. the ſame Spiritum Domini malum, &c. The enill ſpixzte of our Lord, 

for he carries not that tytle as aminifter of grace, but as an inſtrumene 

of indignation : euenas in another. place the Scripturecalled, fleepe, 

Soporem Domini malum,not that our G.O D 4s one of thaſe, which-as 

Rea. 27 Eltas ſayde of Baal , Dormitvrt excitetur,was fo faſt in ſleepe, as he had 
5.619 7 * neede tobe awaked ;or that it is poſÞible for bis eye lyddes to Number 
| or to fleepe that defenderh Iſrael, bur becauſe it pleaſed him of has a- 
BPlil120.4. -boundaunt mexcie, to preſerue his ſeruaune ,Dquidynder this daxcke 

._ _  dlowde,fromthe malice ot hisenimies. + fs 2h . 

This honay maye- be gathered out.of a/Spyders webbe , the ran= 

our of the Serpentes heart'3s converted ta the benefite of: Gods ele, 

his poyſon rurned to reſtorative , and allforthetriall and; gpprooued 

taſte of mans obedience to God : for thei corne which is nor grybded 
inthe myllis caten vppe with. woormes ., the ground which per) 

MIERT -* bk | +; © nl 


: 


| 


no 8f-/eppoſed prophecies: -\. \. 
-exred bringeth weedes, the ——_ which is wortte by no 9920;;-192 

'praye for mothes,the pureſt ſteele,withour ſome Linde of exerciſe, wyll * 

F506 gael ruſte;and the fharpeſt wittes at they be-not ſet o01-worke, 

'were wilde and ignoraunt. on os wo 
:-»: Buit torenfiac rothediſcouery of Sathan it was he thar ſeduced (a) = ©) 
Fue;, rhar vnidertooke to became a'(b)-lying ſpirite inthe mouthes of C053. 
the Propheteb, thar when the Prieſt ſhould. ſtande before the face af (b) 


God,potte him ow his!right hand; Ve(c)aduerſaretur-ei, rhat he might 1.Re.22:1%, 


oppole himfelfe againſt him, and (d) which thruſt in with-Gods chyl+ (c) 

dren for a poſe in his preſence, when-lob thould be tormented? .. The Zach.z. r. 
'TIt which appeared to the {orcerefle, thole that were caſt eur of poſ- a) 
Te4men ant women which exclaymed aguiiſt Paule, beſide; the dif- 19Þ+': 6+ 

ference _ our ſauiourputteth betweene his reall body, and the 

ſpyrites that hanemeyther fieſhe norbloud; declare moſt notably, that 

ſuch thingesthereare, and they that are incredulous, and wyll giue faith 

to nothing in;this poynt ,maye peraduenture feeletheyr ſting , before - © 

they can'be'ahle ro deſcriethe Gf . The (c) Gnoſticke heretikes T0219. 4 

which ſprang from Carpocrates, dealt openly.by magicke.Simon Ma- ©? vw og 

Bus was (f)reprooued inthe Adtes,and(g) Alexander condemnedat E- ed | 

phelus for coniuring (b) Chryſoſtome writeth.,chat: the ayre is char» a). 

ed and repleniſhed witha fwarme of wicked ſpitites, . which falling I nf 

rom the toppe of happineffe with theyr monaxch Lucifer : haueeuer -y EA 

ſince thartyme buffered the ſaints, and infeſtedalthe gadly with theyr 07 


traynes and ſybtiltyes. (1)LaRantius isof the minde, that the cutting, of In PA | 


thewhetſtone'in ſunder , which is aſcnbed by, Liuie ro Accius Nave- Pareto 
us.the conduQting ofthe ſhippe;bythe girdle of(k). Claudia the veſtall FT obey: 3: 
virgine, which before,no force of men could mooue,with diverſe other Lac (1 F 
woonders'of [yke weight , were atchieued by familiars , who hauing EG — , 
beene' condetpned by the iuſt ahd righteous GOD, to dygge at. the * Ns 
mettalles, ſtudie nothing more, then by what meanesto increaſe and Li FP - 
-and augment by-pollicies,the number of the damned; Sometyme they ©0905 
rake vppon thern fuch ſtraunge ſhapes and fourmes , as maye beſt ſerue 
theyrturne ; of which-Linde the dewi}} was, when he ſaluted Eue in the 
reſemblance of a Serpent, and ſo were they;whome Euſebius tearming #1). * 
(1) Poteſtates ab oculis ſecluſas, powers ſecluded from our eyes, afftir- Eyſch., de © 
meth to haue beene at the becke and call of Coniurers in the tyme of pre5.Euan. 
Conſtantine,ſometyme they lye cloſe vnder the ſigner of a ryng, in rea- '. © 
dinefle'to be employed, according to the neede of him that pawnes his 
ſoule for bis pleaſure, and ſometyme, though there be a primie pate or (w) 
couenaunt betweene men and them,yet to declare theyr properties and yy 
wherein they conſiſt ; (m) Nefaria hominum animis jnijciunt ſomnia, ©*P+7: 
they contey vngodly and 'ynlawfull dreames into theyr mindes. &c. Tn Ti 
Plato confelleth ;rbar from theſe (0) aca pudyrixa xoper, cs All diui- ©? Tums 
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EF: A defenſatine againit the poyon 

(0) -nation comes,and (0) Plutaich concurring with him (45 1t were in one 

De placphi . vnjforme-conſent) declareth in hke manner, 'Neminens ſine inftinEtu 

Ty ; lofophlib.5 .dezmonum: poſſe -yaticinari ,, that noman can prophecie without 

1.9 | inſtin& of. devilles , of which oumber , one + was cuer waiting 

mo . (p) and attending: 0n-(p) Montanus that arche-hereticke, athing nor 

1. Fuſeb lib, Warrantable (fayrh-myne author) by the preſident of Chriſte our Sauj- 

; cap. 15. our,or any of his miniſters: Theſe ſpirites arenot of that crewe, which 

« (q) <onferred with (q) Abrabam and Sara in theyr Tent,nor to whom T o- 

-Gen.18,z, bias recommended has (#) deare Tonne, nor by whom it pleaſed God to 

We: ..; (r) ſende the ioyfull meſſage which made the blefled virgin to admire and 

/5 1134 Tob.z, the world to ſhake,nor any r&1(s)ropuersy aur ency of the miniſtring 

| WP | '#: (s) þ ſpirites.ſepr foorth for they ſakes which apprehend the way of faluati - 

$7 14 $ {EO Heb. 1,r4/ 00: but theſe are the meſſengers of Sathan againſt whom weare com 

Wc hk Q | ' « maunded ta-(t) wreſtle with all our force and might , they are the ps- 

j 4 "> « 24, Eph.s,12. gee of Yo God of (u) Acharon,to whom Ochorz1as ſent for helpe, they 

wn PACE (ay... ods of the moun at whoſe hand Be 7 dann 

0 to ——— © 4.Re.1.17, ' Yictory.By the Peſants in the country Bey are called Sarifes, BY lled Satires, by the wo 
_ - 0) men Fairies,by the Poers Dr ades and H m les, Familiers Py no- 

_ _zRca0.:. ble ms by deepe Philoſophers , and Tough theyr ſtiles may 

' . Hd | vane: yer theyr ſtates areTurable:” Theyr dwellinges arc inallfoure e- * 

Wo: Tements,and as of theſe {cine aremore ſubtile, == plaine & grolle; 

ſo lkewiſe are the knackes of theyr.budgetre. 

{a) Bur whither they are ſoked in the (a)Sea,or walke Per loca (b) arida 

Math. 12,43 by dry places , fo called (as I thinke) becauſe they neuer are retreſhed 

with the comfortable dewe and pleaſaunt droppes of ary : this farre 

Mat. 23. 15. all is one,that where hands are.onre layd on,ſfure hold .1s had, and 

- .the endof that man (as the text it ſelfe reporteth)is worſe then the be 

-ginning. They pryezthey watch, they ſerche, they carry, andare cuer at 

our elbowe, not only to obſerue our ſteppes, avd how right we treade: 

bur ro ſuggeſt vngodly counſailes in the fecretes of our boſome, which 

Palgo.s, cauſed Diu as | thinke to pray,Contra ſagittam volantem,et dxmo- 

nium meridianum, againſt the flying ſhaft,and:the midday deuill.Fr6 

Alciave this head ſprang all traunces,dreames, oracles, witchcraft, lunacie, Et 

hanter 4uZcunque Mortalibus per vaticinium illudunt , and whatſo euerels 

ir (faith Alcinous)illuderh and abuſerh men,vnder the maske of prophe- 


| ' Co ; 
[F4H[2H5* Atwere afolly to diſpute about the manner or the meane, where the 
/{( 4 op * meſſenger is wicked, or the meſſage falſe, forthough they glauer and 
'V.- .diflembvle , though ſometimes taſtorically, and fromthe lippes out- 
ward fa whhouied e Chriſt to be the ſonne of God, and his mini- 
ers enftruQors to the path of lyce, not of pure zeale, but rather to 
.draw men by ſo much neerer to the netre, as the ſonnes of lacobcalled 


1; OY loſeph brother,though they.ment to murder him, loab embraced Ab- 
Ges 37,10, © \ ner 
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ner when he gaue the ſtabbe, Iudas kiſſed Chriſt,after ho had ſald bim 3:N4-3-27 

to the Phariafor thirty pence : yet it is. inough for me.to ſhun they; Mat.26.48 

haunt, in that they are wont to runne with the deuils erraunde, , who 

was-from the beginning,and will cuer be, Mendax,et pater cius, 9 u6 | 

anda father of leaſing. For if a bad tree can not bring forth good fruit, xe 
e the choller of Icrufalcn 


, 


are regener; 


at harp It wh | 
br; wa ſence, be not ſo well able as they (by their fubriltye). ro ſounde | 


rch-out Eccl.t.8. 
can be revea- Eccl.8.7. 


. 04 | | ? WY 34 - 
Now letys looke into the meanes, whereby the ſpiritesmay bee 
thought to gelle at thinges,to come with any probability . Non enim 
.ca quz non dum heri ccepta ſunt referunt dxmones, quia dominus ſo- 
Jus eſt conſciys futurorum,ſedquorumconſpiciunt in aftu inntium co- | 
- rum, tanquam fures'fibi yendicant notionem, | for the ſpirits (ſayth the 
learned father Athanafins) vnderſtand not thoſe thinges which haue 
not yet begunne to worke, | becauſe God'him (elſe is onely priuie vnto 
thinges to come : bur like crafty-theeves they challenge to themſelues , .. 
a knowledge pf thoſe matters onely, whoſe beginning they haue leene Ayn ia 
to tende tothateffe&.which ſollowes. Theyr cheefeſt meane nn, vita-Anto. 
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| theyr continuaiuice : wherefore 


De Orig. 


erro-l1ib,z. 


4 defenfatuleagaioftheyiyon | 
Itaketd be theyr auncient expe 


hnfien experience, fo ſeaſoned with'obferuation of 
events ; which haue fuccceded oftentimes © as rae gefles and conice- 
rures Cf goo reaſon) muſt be more'then i For whereas oor 
iIyies ate foſhort ; asnot'otely'the Prophet coinpareth then tothe 
length of a ſpanne,, but'6ur ownteexpertence beſide affureth vs fron 
time to time;,thatwhen we ſhonld be-wiſeſt and beginne to _—_ 
rule,eyther we forget with i prne pee are Gwepr zway with dearh,, 
thoſe pettie eounfailorthane beddies made of ayre, which makerk the 
ſo light, and befide,, they remaine moſt cleere and free from mixture 
of all camall qualities; 'that might abridgeor curte ſhortrhetime of 
| vhe 'T aged mer be counted 'wyfer for their 

titne,and preferred inreſpeCt of theyr experiznce, 'which is thefalte of 
wittegbefore tlic froth of youth, how much rather ſpirits, which'arenot 
oficly hbre.headed and in veteratidierum, as the fidges were which 
lay in wayteto entrappe Suſanna, but withall /anpuors that's, as Lact 
tantius expoutdes the worde;skilfull in many thinges, compiring alt 
ctents and counſailes (fince the fall of Lucifer) with the preſetr;*'+ - 
There is no doubt, but as we may learne by the ſame father, jr is caſie 
for themvto ſpeake like learned menzbut true they can-nor ſpeake : be« 


_ eauſe rheyneuerJearned tructh of bins chat is almighty. Thiey ate ig- 


'noraunt it no kinde of arte., whith 15 the cauſe why men/re prompred 


with fo miany wicked principles as are giuen out,to make thingspro- 
bable, which of themſelues are peeuiſh and ridiculous,” Beſide,as wee 
are taught by ſcriptare,that-itpleaſed God'to infuſe ſtraung properties 
into herbes, gurnmes, mineralles, beaſtes, mettalles; Plantes,and ſtones, 
for the benefite and behoofe of; men :7fo' theſe: obſeruing both-the 
comaion vſe and ſecretevertues of the ſame,” bring: many thinges to - 
pate by otdinarymeane,which men for want of vnderſtanding, Inſti< - 
fone maximevieio curiofiratis&c; the vice of curiofiry (as S, Augus 
Tine writes) cheefely prouoking them in hope of carnal} andfalſe haps 
pineſſe,aſcribro miracles. - 

The ſhyddowes and illuſions were exceeding ſtrxunge; which Sede- 
chias a,deccitfull Tewe preſented before Lewes the Emperour, fowere 


thoſe before Fredzricke the ſecond, Fraiiees the firſt french king of thar 
name-of later dayes, and a ſwarme of others,which woreppicd by the 
wryters :neyther onght they to ſeeme ſtraungeto vs, ſince the warkes 
of God are farte more deepe and'infinite,thenthar they may be ſoun- 
ded by the witte of man,or compryſed in'the narrowe compale of hys 
andy wee ſenrmy ſelfe when diters Gentlemen & noble then, which 
wndertooke to deſcry the finelt 4s :tharScotto the Traſian was'/a+ 
bletoplay'by Legier du main before or 906 : were notwithitan'. 


ding ao lefle. beguiledthen the reſt 7 that preſumed lefle vppors theyr 
| __ owne. 


ſ 


Z . : _ =Y 


ownedexteritie and sky!! in thoſe matters. Wherefore if [uglers maye. 
exſtayayle before onr eycs',. whoſe ſtratagemes are in a bur. 
ayne and grofle : by how much more fige arid nimble may we deeme; 
amyliars:to'be-, which honer in aclowde and cannot: bee diſcerted?- 
When they ſecke to blinde vs, Preſtigijs ſenſum excxcantibus,as Lac-, 
rantius tearmerh-them . Who knowes not how ſtraunge amaske 
death, Aquayitz burning with-baye falte;caſteth vppon all che faces of, 
the/ſtanders|by;ſolong as the ſubſtance of the ayre isinfeted-by ,con- 
 ragion:ofthevapour! ; I make vo doubt; but Laban was perſwaded-in; 
his heart; that Tacob cauſed all his Lambes to ſpeckle and appeare with 
partyeccoloirs;; after the bargayne was concluded prizatlye betweene 
themſtlues: and yet the Scriptures fignifie, that the pylled baze]] paige 
; (which were layde in the gutters -neere: vr1to- the, places where' the, 
Rammes and Eies ſhould-meete-and ioygne together, were the cauſes 
of the accident7,| for with wharaſſuraunce phantaGie taketh holde, of GeDe-3-37s 
all arhprefſiensthar are made 1n-the tyme of breeding or conioygning, 
the Ploloſopher himſelfe can teach vs in hisploblemes, o 
This I ſpeake according tothe courſe of nature onely , without any 
| kinde of intermizture with.theprouidence of God , which: worketh a-. 
bque.the courſe of reaſan ;,@. Againe, Rachel bauing learned that Man Gen.30.454 
dragoras was fingulazand ſpeciall _ cauſe women to conceiue, 
was contented for therſarme to depart with ber huſband,to her fiſter for 
one nighr,&c. If then the ſpirites vnderſtand theſe thinges,and greater 
thinges'then theſe, why ſhould we not bilecue,thar they are able to-in- 
 fpyreaknowledge of the fame, by dreame or otherwiſe > Asif it were 


atchieued by themſclues, and afterward to giue alykely geſle; by mas Soon od 
the ſab- 


ching and comparing ſimples,withthe ſtate and preparation oft 
ies wherevpon:they are to-worke,whar {ucceſle wyll followe:: | Andas 
for deceyuing of the ſight, I count it cafieſt of all, for if the deuill were 
neyther vnable,nor afrayde to repreſent afigure of all the world , to the 
es of Chriſt ovr Sauiour ypon the mount neereto leruſtlem, with alt Matthe4. 
the royalties and-principalities belonging to the ſame (although the 
leaſt of: themicould-norſtand or bee conteyned in ſo ſtrayte a roome) 
 howe much bolder dare he bee with vs, and bowe much ſoonerare wee 
lyke tobee deceynedwithhis colors? I ſpeake not of theyr trickes, in 
altering ſometymethe ſence, ſomeryme the meane-, ſornetyme the ob- 
jeR,and ſomatymeall three together , caſting;-and diſpeariing: diverſe 
fumes and vapours , by/which we are mooued-to miſdeeme of things 
that are ſubie& 'rothe ſences,ouerſeeing whar indeede we fee, /avd yet 
thinking that we ſee, what we doonot; 1 , {oi 1 on hen 1 
Another meane; whereby the ſpirites are more able to: giue warning 
touching thingesto come, is ſuppoſed:to:confiſtia the qualiticofthe 
place, from-whence they looke © :Foras rhe Senyinel, ma - 7 
01 | » watch, 


| 


Wi 


A defenſatineagainſt the poyon 
warch,eſpied the Poſtethac haſted ro the King, before all other (though 
deſires in this poynr were alyke ) ſo there is.no doubr, bur flickering a+ 
lofte,and noting whar is doone in cuery parte and quarter of the world, 
the _—_ maye more eaſily diune, and give aduertiſement by ſlcepe, 


orotherwile accordingly Againe, becaule the ſpirites are not clogged 
with this yaweldy lumpe of fleſhe, which not onely raketh off our c ge 
of witte , and fincketh vs more deepe into the: droflie' mould of carth, 
then were expedient for the ſharpneſle of our ſence , bur ſtyoteth vs be- 
fide to certaine lymurtes and degrees, in bringing  prear to paſle: 
wee muſt alotte- ynro theyr ſhare a farre greater fleighrof agilitie and 
nymbleneſle,in remoouing haſtely from one coaſte to another, and by 
conſequent in bringing newes with greater ſpecde , then eyther Fraun- 
ces the Poſte;or any other whatſoeuer in'the world can carry. 
lodocus de Roſa was'woontto ſaye,, thar he would pur none othet 
meſſenger in truſt with any cauſe'of weight ,. then hinvthat lodged 


. one night at Conſtantinople,and rhe next vnder his ſigner « Thefpitit 


celerity . Such another had that woorth 


Ortchon brought intelligence out of all corners of the world, to Gaftoi 
Earle of Foix ( as Froizard writes ) _— by prouidence, but” by 
y Socrares(in whoſe prayſe Pla- 


' to bothe ſpike and wrote ſo much)-who bropght him dayly warninges 


and aduerriſements' of perylles that were iminunent; not tharhisknows 
ledge was diuine or abſolute , but rather by removuing from one cor- 
ner to. another, found the plots and pyr-falles which were addrefled and 
prouided by his enimies . The fſpirite or familiar , which dayly called 
wpon Alaricus(as herelated to a certayne godly Moonke) to be yn his 
voyage toward Roome , came from the deuilles courte vadoubtedly: 
who finding the weakenefle of thar quarter after long debare by ciuyll 
warte,drew the tyraunt thyrher for the ſpoyle and murder of the god- 
ly. . For example,if we demaund intellygence concerning the ſtate of 
any freend of ours , in Germany,or any otherplace, as in what ſorthe 
ſpendes his ryme,what enterpriſe he takes in hand , or-when itis moſt 
lyke he wyll rerurne : the {prrits are there with a trice , and raking fyrſt 
a vieweof his eſtate andexerciſe , then keeping well in minde his ſpec- 
chees, and thoſe lykewiſe of his freendes, they caſt an eye to/the meanes 
of preparation which he makes, eyther to remayneorto ſer forward. ' 

| 6 barre ,. and IE, 67 one probalitie to another, 
it wyll nor be harde , cyther to bring a true report, or at the leaſt ſo 
probable ypon theſe groundes , as men wyll take encouragement to be 
made fooles at another tyme,in the lyke manner , If thequeſtion ariſe 
about the cutting of a purſe , it isnot harde for ſome of theſe yngodlye 
ſpyrires /, -which inſpyre>che theefe firſt with this intenrro ſteale, ta- 
kingnorice of the faa.obſcruing with great heede and-dilligence, what 


plorte the theefe ſerres downe to ſcape away 3 and beeing priuie, eyther 
to 


wh of (appofed i” 
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beg (REL GIA 3: men rate yet ul healeh? 

to yo by ſcanning of : Ore: t , exerciſe, and 

foundueſle of Eg hx Nee within,by the freendes lap wag ax op | 
laye plots,cyther for oy ſauegurd or theyr ouerthrawe,&c. If when 


they are not tyme they wayte,in his br he Bag + 
ther hoe te inn e.t0 —"— of the learngd'ro 
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Lew take to be the cauſe, why they that depend. Wy ded 7 © 


o_ of hell 2 2re ſo towly Ab gn blearcdand 
Foninio «dileaor of enterpriſe by vary oHE 

and p Ry EY; , 3ccordin 
he o. wheel eta gg uer and 
ard ſhows, as gs, Fm be redde in the 


hy 


befallible: TT De digi, 


lege agitations cnmm can fi Epi ex ; dam.cap.s, 


t CONC, i | nes bewray the mindeySc. 
He repeatcth ic againe 


Ring: Rem oc tiſfimam  dixifle, matore 
afleverationeguam.debuir, Thathe aducntured vpon amatter . Hu Avg. Retra. 
exccedin prafc | and ſecrete, with greater bol pat Bra ought-;1;þ,z.cap, 30 
forge: certayne tokens be deliuered3o.ghem.,, | 
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4 deft axeinf the ; pon 


to v5, or whether by x'{pirituall difcoucrie they come to knowe thoſe 
thinges,&. Aut pot homie , aut omnino non v1 
ans fo mas: aot at all.jrcan be found our ({ayth he) 
that are monal! 
Thus timeroas, ware and reſpeKtiue was this learned Father, leaſt 
any man might erre by miſtaking his conceite , ina matter of ye 
he Ever maybe a ME a al are —_ and 
emrory 10: clivering r roqde,as 1 not erre 
ar Alior fuddaine wordes might be recejued 2s old oracles. Well 
then, ſince Ceſar wepr yppon the fight of Pompeies head, and Annibaf 
isſayd to ſmile at the time of his cheefe diſgrace : we may be bolde ts 
conclude Diffimulare frontem, that the cheade which is boldea for 
the ker” of ſhame, Gr diſemble vppon cauſe,and thar God becing the 
ad onely ſea both of hearts and raynes, it is not poſlible for - 
rero ok ids hg hen Spiitus bominis quicft in 
1 wn irite ofthe markimfetle Whichiis within bins,” Thi laſt,and © 
1,Cor.2,17; rk l thin ryetnd mater deſt revs whereby the ſpitites enter, intocre« 


f eucnts ro'come, is, when - 
Berl: no o mor then art Parttoexcente 3for 25 the bleſ- 
b ritus adminiſtrator, mining firite ſpirtes, for their __ - 
Tithe2.t4.. kan od hath cated ent thi fink of grece fo the devil] wyh - 
{ hys blck! are the meanes and in which God hath ve | 

L-, Fe x a chetg rimes,as the ns for Peay? 
,or ement wick | creaut 1 incerfec 7 
Kfa,g4.26, (00 TER I (fayth'he) have created him that. killech 
ea y_ gall bur by touring wicked meanes to 

| lory of his ome. 

Gcne.z. ey not. | Hat God made Iuda3 an ynthankfuſl man, Vidit e« 
| nim in quzfecir, _ valde bona, -forhe ſawe all thinges * 
which he'had made, ee ere excedding g good: but after he had 

founde (according to ben ef ch Propher)that perdition began 
to flowefrom rl fave of his'0owne corrupt conceites , it plealed | 
God of his aboundant mercy to permitte , thar thispricking thorne 
Thould be chaunged,and tranſFourmed to the crowne - immortality. 
Well.co proceede with that which I haue nowe in hande, the deizill ha- 
Tobat.12.... uing recciued warrannt from the mighty one of [ſraell , ro viſite and 
afflit whatfoener Iob poſſeſſed in the workde, fo that he ſtretched nor 
foorth'hishande vppon Fry ſelfe : : might haue hunted'for the title'and 
of a Prophet, by giuing'warning before hande, rhat ſuch a daye 
the'Sabes ſhould drive his cartaile into forraine landes, and make ha- 
uocke of his miniſters, that an other day his flockes of ſheepe ſhould'be 
 conſtimed, with a Haſh of fire falling rv frombeaten, andrhat 2 


mighty ſtonine ſhaking the foure comers of the Pallace, - whowle _ 


ter were rating dhe foomh to iy _ 


havegnified, | alwell in 


is he my! 
re,as wha 5 3g windes,and IDE: 


ing tq.his dwelling place, and yet we ſee, that! 0 
ey cou 1A NE to end.or Ro day log 


ro duſt, 
have tolde 
peere adioy 
forelawe mor on 


rodigiis pol-, 
os Fn 


homin 


thione and Inc, 


thoſe Ang clin 

themſclues,a: ; Play. 545 
phat revell th 8c, Th cale concerned them. 

To Grrocherveaten ge digrenca, or peblike een dont 
after the ſentence is pronounced, A Againſt this principle, that the deuill 


can tell nothir 3 (becauſche kn wes nothin is abſolutely future, | 

they maye pert raps obieft, that ; knewe Chriſt to be the ſonne of the 

l God, (mere nor ome Sarthes be wel prugt have rage Matth.4, 

wh ſap Tr tare FFT 

roy the glorie of his kingdome | 

al dee mo 1 the Scrpure that the my ' Colitage:: 
ener 

Iphone aule ſhould fonts es _ oneof che 1,Cor.z.1, 

| I that wiſedome of the uer-lyuing God, 

iu am baby cli cognouir, W ch cone oe Pine oa, F+ 
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4 feline 


» Toha.14.5. gw Rue to Patt i hit! P4E Ahie denilles þid e tits ie 
__ COONEY and'order df mares ve go Shi 

| fliewpertiippes fome onf or other wyll demnund:, what moo- 

Wl tet Ol /a 4 rg ſpyrires;to acknowledge Chriſt, 1n ſundrye places of the 

«wo Wy FO "> i text'? and his dans” lykewiſe, to be the miniſters and meſiengers of 

{23s '+ | wits) FA ris} ( ſe ruth? &c. cry , {ayth mw Augaſtin: yeten as Tryſmegeſtus, bothe 

WAI | fer / + OLE, ridNtknd d ft ricaſy Sib k are zn4'q Poa &, the ruine of his blacks 


Eo þ ty, ef he texr rd the hol or as Plato wind 

Jr with a cattzynt FTCngS Od ''b get 
ome"pirte of ch his $ iy Mtobs'. as the 1 Farhers* Ga 
| . ' whyle 5 ello in Egy For though the Eunad, could not vnder: 
As.t | ftind;who wis that Lage gf > be ſacrificed for the finnes of 
| the worlÞbefvre faynt Philli e(by dyre&ion of Gods holy fpirit) 
ilk Uf 3nd drewt necre tothe Coche *'yer that Why were 


p =" \ iP dove ” Lube! was þ Ye 'endogh,which mad him pawſe 
ly - i.1 6,400) zitter. The deujlles riemorie ws n fo webs hd 
uk, ” Mons 3 forg rget what ha been&fouttled in bis cate ſo many yeeres 


=; | ' before(with g 5g and ſorrow to is heart) that a womans ſeed ſhould 
"if | Eſai. 4.17. \ _ the Kepetat head, thatthe Jynevf Abrihant ſhould flouriſh and 
| 4 i Gene 12, 34 femayne for eur, that the yi _ fhonld bio foorth a ſonne, and 
Plal109s \6 EOS ha {ſhould fe'oti the tyghtRatid of 'G O D'in "= 
| | \ bee wanted Fines Hſe of miſtruſt rot 
R$: ve His pg nor fone Edloars of encoyragement 41s, to contenr 
ſth [ | kl kitni6ut* 2” The'Srarre which broughrth&wiſe men to the crybbe, 
14M / wherein the babe: was layde, together with the melody which Angelles 
ik 1-0 7 mc in heaucn;and ſheepheardecheartoneatrh; for che byrth of this 
4-466 diaihe <creatour aud” dbemnich of 'mankinde ; madehith fore afrayde, 
BITS 4 "Toles men iwaked with ſo cleare 2 1y br, woul2 forbeare to rowre any 
Tos A fin theNleept of incfedliry : a vlen ye ok back, into the 
F206 Dat. play rence a2 ware of his brin; yppe ;fippoling oF ro. | 
08 — mu <1 n6r apply the crafte'of 2 feely Eatpenter / as 
I: Typ%"27 teththatour A Nt da nd nf of Gp) ſilbie&t oo » WH 
STS. L ak. . rentes,as aynt Tuke reporterh thathe dyd lykewiſe, he began to Jooke 


jalofr Nan as before, and to negle@ the cle.” Within 2 wh ol 

! Brooke W into anotbet metaricholy*Ati ; to ſep th? reafie Dae 

; 6f theSyh 5 oriry br Fe: thaketi an imrtakt 10 (iter 
EGigz;18;achy1de IK off pol ing leaſt 


n et.w Und confofid th 

| Ke foutnd hin ſabie&ro He pabo ws {rg 

ro, one ce bega 

_ Eo bride — EE he's re 
no! nr Io orig trite | | 
Ye his minilterant fore-runner to 0 Prepare his — pre the / 


"3 | YOYCe 


| ' wfGod 


| *®:af fppoſea prophecter':;'s \. 
Ko yee of print ivp him From/beauen,to be liisonthyſon in'whom 
het tooke Yeauſed him to-quideriand ſhake fromtop #0toe, al Mark.1, 11. 
ſo much het more;becatſe the very-words theinſclues:, accorded in {6 
weete a rynewithrhe voice of the Prophets : but 'imagining'rtharſp a 

t feare,as Chriſt pretended, by grin | andeuopdeng warily the 
| gow pp=5,which" Woreyes forhim-by-the Phargfes ;-. Was notiagreeible 
Bikes inea maieſty , as was expetted both fronvicking re 

covered and wexed'ftrong with hope, tharhisowae date * * 
was not yet expited. Aﬀterwarde,he was amazed and perplexed won- 
derfully,wi \ the cſtin out of devils, 'not-in the name of Belzebul 
| thep prince of hel;but of that On. P's which caofeth bottvpheaus 
and earth th tremble with the rertor of his looke, andputring all thoſe | 
0zZing Opacles to filence; which had- ſo lopg bewitched men with - of Rs 
haddowes f diginiry,zccordi ogiro that place of the Propher, Prauas 
It Deus aduerſis cos &e, God ſhall ral vorphart them; andiſha}] Sork 

call the Gods ofthe nations vpponcarth, abdevery one of *OPETT- 
him from his owne place,cuen all the. es-of 
,and againe,Petiit memoria eorum ovate ap thy me- 
mory of them hath periſhed Mem ag Poa ho when wi founde howe Pal, gs, 
 redily without refiſtaunce; and how: louing as. x 
; you od kisfierts body.ts the ſhameflt (md ditho Fam le dearly of WS 
the crofle it ſelfe, there 15 no doubt, bur but'of thar veſſell full of Vine= 

er which : ode by the croſle, life was laſhed inco-hisface;andwhat® Tohn.1 9.29; 

er reſo projidct Chriſt to beaman(as in very deede he was) ſer- 
ned for an argument to Sathan that he was no God, though he be ſyre 
both nowe and in the latter day to find him ſo, Laſt of all, the laying: m7, 
of his body into earth, andcafting'of a mighty ſtove vppon the ay 
ro keepe himdowne, madeall the deuils in the burni laketo:{m at £44" 
but afrer thay had ſcene his ſoule in hell,and vnderſtoodeaccordingto! | , 
the roriſfs} fthe Prophets ; "that it ſhould notrarryhere, burreſtis*, 
Faing the fame body which it had before, aſcende te heaven;8& poſſefſe.” 
the King dots which! was prepared for him- by his'farher before all 


with pp 


erp cet thys Was rhe griperhat pinched to the quitke/ _—_— the 
ofhim. * ©. 
5 jis beciog plaſh ah chident', w henderhow PEPE 
in | ſus" Ip ors peer tw- 
tot Ftlys Jam As e;/ nor” 
onely toPrivces in they ebijifiile,” butts God iwkisproudence, Ir | 
was: 'obit n${A6 rime by ſome, | haeSwraſhauch as God? 
WO BSI s,to give warni HONOR y.eon- 

h not the NANCY & reaſon we may like: 


{oboe nor re <6 | l 
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4 defenſative dg ainit the poijow 

@rderthat the Cockell fhould/be ſulered £6 rowe together wyh the 
Wheate,till thetime of harueſt. We ſee;that diuers ar; been puniſhed 
for like offences in this life, and therfore if this argument be good,Cur 
permittit Deus ifta fidiſplicent? why doth God permatte theſe hinge 
Af they diſpleaſe? ir is as in all reſpects on that other fide ,, C 
> + nr I OY REP (c hel thinger if they ds 


nordiſcontent 
Job. 33. 5, - ' Indefence of ſpirites, ſowe willalleadge ou: of lob, that 
od opencth ourcares & inſtrugy 


when weareMl 'in our beddes; 

— _ tethys withdiſcipline , as though: there. were no; more wayes tothe 

woodethen one,or whatſocuer 18 cxemplificd in ic i ps for the miy 

LaQtande niſtery of che blefſedangels, m—_—_ it pleaſed God to. vie : might be 

Ouig.err, peruerted to the countenancing of the wicked ſpirites , » Qui mnorbas 
cient - fomna: rerrent menrtes - &e « -which-ſtirre. Y ; ſcaſes ' 

fright the ar 119ay" jo with dreames, diſterper their congeits with 

-lunacie -; + and meanes infoxce them.to come ynder the 


oweof . Art the leo the Proftors 
em nroigs rear hed og Pun 


"Ke of reac when defenderbeys cauſe , e tothe pre- 

"_ wy En = aſwell the Coniurers of | 
13;Reg.28. Kirk a e Sorcerefſe noe ea Eos 
were, mol rob lemy. 


howe farre 


alk » my th 
did IX viter an rn ag rh eek woke 
 notbecolletted probably þ _— *% a crafty. witte , and mat= 
ching probabilities with skill : neyther was that (pirite Samuel , but 
Sathanin his likenefle how Gems divers "the euro forthaue been 
decciued, with an outwards flouiſh and apparence of the lexter, Wher+ 
xpponwe finde; Literam ocridere.and.asS. lecome writcy, though the 
.Cor.z,C, Kcriptures glitter inthe barke, Dulciores 4amen ſunran medulla, yer are 
they {weeteſt atd maſtdelightfull in the marowe. . 
For the finding outtberetore,' of. hey) et ſomood weeping 
this LK are firſt to note the manner of the womans ſpeech 
2gthatthe ſawe Gods aſcending out of the. carth (hs yhersthe 
| | 66; 147 "5 5 | 


De Orgin. tobe ous 6re67 as Ee GH noted,and.ro, yeory 8 prog | 
IT Cp. Hhilemnahumilusmdmorsect ann cotngilows then the carth 
(2) Kuivg death apdbell he cd Stef 903 Toctrdts TER 
weft” | 
( 


Apk.1.36. 


| © of poſed prophecies.” | 
abone. Cw oneto (On 'fo the T4 
rar ry apr _ ON 


ro(c) dart perceyue 
| cofharey toldethe Phariſeis,that az Luke. 16. 24 
h efron) aboue i: ſorhey: chantered-lyke - (4d) 
ric Kopnnie. therefore afterward /he mounted and _ toha 8.23." 
is facher . In lyke ſort; faint Paule aduiſeth all men that «ryſe 
Chriſte,that iyas I conceine; which hauing mortified their 
carnall mer ny the merites of his bloud,are reſtored to the 
ſtate of p ; from which they fell, (c) Que ſurfum ſunt () 
ayers  icke d hinges thar are aboue- 2 euery (f) per- C9llol.z.1, 
Acſeenderh fronvthe Father of all lyght, &c.-in whome' con-  (f) 

fiſterh the true foun of divine dhe nh of mode. Ima.1.17. 
neſſe.On the other it was ed tothe. tas a bytrer curſe, 
pO (8) carth all the dayes of hislyfer and —=(g) 

xe ſtrenoth. e Serpent, 15ayrmed by the Scripture, to-bee Gene 3. [4 
eheefly in the (b) navelb, - which'is almoſt theceater of mans body, as 1 (hb): 

the earth'is of the world;bcc., Bur abouc allwe ma yenotforgetre, the Iohn.10. wy 
 coniurers which were putto deach by Saule, (i) P ,. ws” in yentre has (i) 
| buifle,to have had dirs inth - ball And thy rp” hs Eſay)ſhal 1.Sam.z$. 

fl 


againe with 


bo cierefinn tke him that hath a ſpirit of diuination. The wiſe Efi.z9, 46 
men(as ſome call them) of Herruria,fr6 MG pads beene 
rſed-ouer all che world.eſtabliſhed their arte vpon tradition of an - 


wives tale,that 4 certaine ſauadge or wilde man be caken vp; 
4 huſbandmen weretaring & manvring ofthe groid,who firſt vader» (£) 
zook to propheſic. (k)Bur:Qui de rerra eſt de terra loquitur,quide carlo 19hn-3.31, 
yenit ſuper omnes eſt, Herhat is of the carth,ſpeakerh of theeasth : bur 
he that commerh from th&heanen is aboue at», andin-this reſpefte, #1) 
Gainc Tames calleth all wiſedome that is oppoſite to this, (4)-Terrenam, 1am. s, "_ 
animalem, diabolicam,carthly,ſenſuall,anddeuilliſhe.Wherfore, who- 
ſocuer 'wyll beccreditedor- regarded in his prophecies, an deduQt 
them from the pole; rather then from the center, Thyr _Y as much 
as the ſpirite ſurſered rhe "King tofall downei; and wo him as ' 
God without reproofe, iris apparant; that he neyther was nor + $19 be 
Samuel 2 for as the Bee wvll neuer gather honny , where the blaſtc of 
any Cockatrice hath 'beene, ſo G OD diſclaymeth all eſtates that de= 
prive himof his honour; Therefore when the Cirtizens of Liſtra y-_ Af. 14. 12, 
out a fooliſh or rumor, that certayne gods were deſcended 
aboue in theſhape of men; and heerevppon would ncedes have adored 
| Bircabas for Tupiter,and Paule for Mercurie,Quia ipſe ctat dux verbi, , | 
becauſe he was the cheefe r:: the bleſſcd mcflengers of God, in 4; wh 160 
roken of theyf deepe deteſting honours, that- were oncly duero God, * P339+ 
fell ro rende theyr y armentes, and to ſtaye the ſtreames of AR 0c 
full by publiſh ng theyr humanitie. - . 

- The __ rout norfall er lohn to worſhippe hiw , in reſpeR bee 
was 
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ARs.tz. i. cannot finde)but for admitting onely without any 


A defenſative again the poyſon 
as but his fellowe feryaunt'inthemiſtery of tructh, and/ therefore by 

che lyke (xample of icordiencdehrod? divine honour which the de- 

\. | | quillvtteretito:Chriſt ypponithe mount, when he made a proffer to in- 

| __ eſte mhinathe ry of all the kingdomes of the world, ſo that hee 
Marth.4, would butonely tall downeproſtrate and adore him: not ſo much foe 
pride alone, as for diſproofc of that diuinitic which he beganne to feare 

Chriſte, we maye.copceyue what woolfe-was cloathed in this fimple 


Auguſtin, ; : LO | 
| ' ” _ .,vcede,foras faint Auguſtinewrites , the reuerent humiline eyther of 


4:82 Angellesor-of gedlic menne,, teietteth ſuch baſe/kindes of adulati+ 
opywhen fimpleperſonnes,cythervppon i 


epi 
l wy oy or mpnt holler ans 
moſt prone to teader chem . King Herode; not for procuring(whichT 
4 | : ee lauiſhe 

and blaſphemous ſpeeches of that glozing multitude, which-compared 
his rude voyce, with the voyce of: God (as Midas gaue ſentence on the 
fide of Pan, againſt Apollo) waFeaten vppe with woormes -(anotable 


-Socrar, hiſt. example to ſtynt-Princes within the boundes of moderation ): and the 


lib.s. cap.7. foolithe Moonks which ſmiled on' Theophilns, for affirming that their 
viſages were lyke the face of God, eſcaped not the rodde of his correc- 
| - © -10N. ; TY; | | 

«4. 4...) Af our pnrpoſeibe to offer ſacrifice to. GO D,as the Angell ſayde te 
Jud.z. 6. Manue, we muſt, Soli offerre Domino, offer itto God, alone ': :whoa.i 
__ aicalousGod,andtonching yoyntes of honour , wyllinot bee coupter> 
orweighed downe by any-; If we meane to -worſhippe as We 
ought, wemuſtbeware of crauing worſhippe , that is got agrecable. 
For the denillaboures;not for honoutat our-hand, becauſe it maketh 
him more honourable;but our ſelues more wretched neyther bath he 
ſo greathope to aduaunce himſelfe heereby, more neere:to the throne 
,of grace, whoſe caſe is deſperate , as to deie&vs from the ſcaling ladder 
of humilacie, whole ſtate is comfortable... mt ofub rite ins 
' Then nanſt we note;the providence and deepe foreſfight'of theholye 
Ghoſt -, which pong ehkes marke the curiottze of alpyring 

myndes wouldayme;; totake/away the colours of abuſe , reſoluerh in 
playne-termes, before this dialogue betweene the King, the dewill,'and 
the womau;were in hand , Non reſpondiſſe Dominum regi, neque per 
1.Keg-29. 5 ſomnia, neque per ſacerdotes,neque per prophetas, that G © D would 
" veeldao kinde of aunſiver to the King, neyther by dreames, prieſts nor 
propheres . Wherevpon we gather, thar if-this ſpirite had brane of the 
Fowl kinde, hee would haue vſedfilenceas the reſt had'doone; andin 
, reſpe@thedydnot,it is playne he was a\counterfeyre Furthermore, thoſe 
©, .verie words which are vicd by the ſpirit t6 the witch, Quare inquietaſh; 
mee > Why haſt thou diſeaſed or diſturbed-mee 2 Are an euidem 
an certayne proofe;that he could not be Samuel, volefle we would be 
{> fimple as to thinke, that the ſoules of the godly are a; the-becke and 


the reſbof bl lefled Sayr 

ſo much rega -d »beeing no e:eſta | 

eaſe, tends ll wi by ke ( o farre as men may iudge) to bedeiedted'in. + - 
tacks pans oy ielof hel; <yther would or:couldiabandobehis ſeure and 


Tei a dg rotkeyaroooFdens dc a) | 
—_— yares to nes .Tbeſ.4. 
> wrina, codumiaion fer Pac hadow es I. b). '3 
kreaſongp excceding(a)ſegrrowefor to pray | pp 1.23, 
tye ehache thi the) dtd, -andremayoeneitisChriſte yuor$. = (.) 
Stephen ae his (Ofbuleinro the Landes of God, niorL.ata. Ats.17.59, 


$43 to make accountof.che bolome of Abraham; whereiwfainr Luke (d) 
Hayes he was (d) comforted, -rior the theeke'ro reioyee .40 (6)Parddiſe, Luke.16 25. 

\thagh: Chyſt 8a companion} iflieyr colldirivl cexchis hi ce) 
| [ohowrocooroties ant/cgr led;thedked Luke, 23. 43 

ded arrogre _—— TheSc (f) 

why ur _ orriq the (fſoules of the oſtare ich Sap. 3 I. 

I they(p)relt fremheyrlabours;ahat they dealeior (9) 
20v.thmg\ char is atchceuedt vnder:the compalle Apoc.14. 6. 


aſe »  \Tbeyiſhalt ceyther (1) tanoger tiox-thy. oſt any more, h) 
EET _— ora; TE, 9.6, 
brans Congghr f gran ar pes (i) 


| oak jad wppealtewsFomudey: Apoc.7.16, 
eyes, &&6-1:F ar Reae :intevranundeerat, & — 
Hirigs ad Dean quidedir illum 2 the Juſte thall retarnefromywhanee— (k) - 
It | ſprnerntoGodybo gancit/ 1nthis tefpeRt we reade, Eccle.r2.7. 
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land 6fpromile were: becauſe wefind-not the fame'to haue beene any 

whit decaicd or altered.Burchus un-comes to paſlc,as Aniſtorlewrits,Ve 

v0 abſurdoconceffo ſequantur infinita, that ove abſurdity being groil 
ded, many more enſewe,&the marc a Woodcock ſtriuerhto ſcable.out 

| - of the nettegthe more he matherlvand enrargleth himſelfe with boate- 
leflolaboure: ; i141 LTIC LL $427 | 419.1 is Gi be: SIS iy kg , 

- 2144) 1; allthis cannot fariſfe theys wilfu}| mindes|., : which: rather pleade 

1.1 19 forprofite then for trueth': yerler:them aorforger wharis afirmed'in 
Sap." the booke of wiſeddme. Non efle qui aguitus fit reverſas ab'iinferis, 
thatno man-was-cuer kowne to baue returned from -thedeade at any 
* tyme.Belike the wiſe man ncueraead thisplace, nor tooke rice 
(whichappeared)to beSamucll.c although -the \.cirourny Were 

7 moreplayneand-eltident to: him that Jinedinecrethe time j1thento: vs 

_ #batfollowe Siapofi beg likely tcoloure; wherewith 

 - they ſerke to laurith ouer|thisconceite;is by -oble rang deimtily, 'that 

whereas Sathan alyayes tellcth lyos;and caſtetb-fajgnedcologrs ro be- 

le the ſence. ;, thys ſpirite firſt appeared inthe which was beſt 
nownetoall,and then declaresandvtrers/ nottiing burplaynetruerh.; 

as appearcth by-the falling outet thoſe words (Gras th ct bj ruj me- 
cum eritis, ito morrozy bothryoluand your !ſoxives:ſhall bewitheme by 

1.;/ #benextdayestiagedy. 1/7 un 1 avimom 315909 092 290, vob ory 

| ©} -</TothisEcquldeigiueatnhwer, thatths yery plaiheneſſe-of the Thape 
which he pretended at that inſtaunt go-reſutne, wes buta maske,' be 
_ | cauſe jt was natproperto bimelfe, .accotdingtothe groundes whit 
 tavebeenchaydedowne before: but the ſureſt :wayro: place 
3s þy delauering'the true ſence of the pronowne Mecum with me; as it 
 Randorinipuhis matict.Foriftbe ſpigite meant byzMecumn oneandtie 
ſeifelime plate, is cuident that the dewul was toccaletau'this clowd} 
Pr What foole mill magive that Samuc] a:choſen veſichl, 'andSaule x 
als y dedeaſingicleane-our of the boſom ofthe Gluarch,/.the lim 
-itSSkGpds fauourzndthc skirt of hope, were niarihaled innine Rear 
" all lee Ghinberigquace cogether. But afweo kde dimittc andibrer-./ 
1 Sees edi onely:in reſpect of death, weimultdiſingurth, cytheras it 
Dimely future a9d Roncealed inthe-pronidence ot God; an Which 
: aSy Epic oucd in my former auaſwer'};neytherPropitt, Angell 
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of ſuppoſed anglaties 


Chanblaorwhabenet creature be irneuer fo uindor excellent, 
can rag ſame : oras it was reucaled vnto Sathan as a miniſter 


of wrath, who neuer vnderſtandeth more then falles to his part to exe- 
cute,and this he might be _ tothe courſe, though no more to the 
aduauntage of his credite,then when the publique miniſter of juſtice is 
commaunded to prepare himlelte, eyther to behead or ſtrangle an of- 
fendour. | | 
Bur if we lyſt to-iudge , that Sathan cunningly comparing all the 
wrekefull threates and menacis, which G O D had ſent to Saule by the 
Prophete many yeeres befare, with the rypeneſlc of the Kinges offen- 
ces, which ſeemed to be ready for the ſyckle, the badneſle of his quar- 
rell, with the fauour that proteted Dauid, the weakeneſle of his part, 
with the ſtrength and courage of his enimie , adding a recitall of a 
; worldof notable examples, concerning men which hauing moſt in- 
gratefully reuolted from the fatherly prote&tion and defence of GOD 
toBelzebub)were finally rewarded with the ſtroke of ſudden death, &c. 
Tf _ & comparing theſe miſtortunes paſt with the preſent ſtate , be 
deemed that |the next dayes battell would be fatall to the King, orifit 
leaſed G OD to ſend the meſiage of miſhappe by rms 1 oa the 
ing bothe ſrrued and eſtcemed moſt , that others might be taught 
heereafter where to plante theyr hope, and what to, looke for at the 
dewlles hand: Iwyll not ſtriue, for in ſuch matters as confiſt indepth 
or ſingularitic of ſence, there is no doubt, but he that was moſt ſubtyll 
of all the beaſtes in the fielde , in the tyme of Adam, is increaſed veric 
much in that|malignant qualitie, by the watch and obſeruation of his 
long experience. Wherefore as we reade in Hefiode,that afpirite cal- 
led Serapis, gane warning thar a certayne frame wouldfall, whoſe pri- 
uie'fayles heg could more perfettly diſcerne , by peering in at euerie 
loope and euerie creuiſe, then the carpenter which onely looketh to the 
bulke and bofly of the worke : ſo might the ſpyrites eaſily perceive the 
flawes of King Saules eſtare,by whisking vppe and downe , aud giving . 
care to thoſe encouragementes which were ſuggeſtedby the Pricſtes | 
and Prophetes (in whome atthat tyme the gyite of veiphtch was refi- 
dent to Dauifl, that he wight perſiſt in this attempr no lefle accepta> 
ble ro God, then pleaſing tothe godlie, albeit I confeſſe the King him | 
ſelfe was' = in.ſo ſtraunge a manner, as he knewe not GOD from 


Belzebub,nor Prophete from a Sorcereſle. | 

The concluſion js, that Saule expeCting ſome good tydinges at the 
deuilles hand, fo ſolace and releeue his penfiue minde , wasplungedin 
diſpayre,according to that principle which ſeldome fayles . In quo pec- 
-camus in codem pleftimur. A man may prooue theſe kindes of pro- ' 
phecie , which hane beene lightly touched and runne ouer 1m myne 
aunſivere, by three verie fitte examples of the texrit ſelfe : I meane ku 

| Cc.j. the 


© © 40 aefenſatineageinſthepoyen 

ther ofthe diverſe gefſing and divining atthinges, which are nmiry 

A _ and abſolutly future without ayme or by ſecrete wha: 7 the 

y cauſes which begyn to worke, before they can be ſeene or ſearched by 
the ſence of man, or by commiſſion receyued from the mouth of God 
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p . 4-Reg.1, 2, himſelf to proceed & execute: Of the firſtkind was that god of Accars, 
1 #00 |  _ whoſe miner was to caſt atal, but not toſatilke the leaſt, to lic by rule, 
WT. +5 and vtter trueth by chaunce:8& ſo were alithoſe glofing Oracles, which 
BÞ1 ile were fo muckefteemed'in the regiment of incredulitie. Of the ſecond 

— order,was that Serapis and other of his ſute, of whome faint Auguſtine 


$ {9 pb bs | writes, that finding the ruine of theyr kingdome to approche :* gaue 
T8059 15k A : 1. 4;. Yarning of theyr owne decaye , that this one trueth whichwas to fol- 
ug. ce i” bowe in deſpightof theyr atremptes, might ſerue fora foyle , to grace 
waar .dems , multytude of lyes,which had beene ſpread abroade ſo many yceres 
ropether . © In the thyrd rancke,we may marſhall that vagodly. ſpirite, 

which was lycenſed from the mouth of G O D to ſeduce king Achab, 

with his whole {warme of prophets, By the(e things -it appeareth plain®- 

lie , that the mantell'of good Samuel, is ouer ſhorte and ſcant to coucr 

theyr abuſe, which preſume of any tydinges or intellygence fromthe 

4 dead : much lefle is it able to giue men encouragement. to proceeds 
# in theyr ragedly courſe , who R_ the toyes that /pleaſe thevr hu- 
bil mour for the preſent, before the plagues that ſhall punithe and afflite, 

| bothe theyrſoules and bodies in the burning/lake hereafter, | 
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| T 'Ouching the arte or grammer , rather of the Cabaliſtes, which in 
"$Fwal Arte of Ct-+ 4 reſpeRtit ſhooteth at the (elfe-ſame marke that others doo, requi- 
it boliſtes. + wy ſomewhat to beſayde ,.I finde not by.my dilligent regarde in 
3 uellhgtariyhovche fiiberyar axporhets wine of arm qurit bane: 
| kt mentioned 'any more Kindes thereof then two , concerning which I. 
F 1 THT! -meane to {peake as briefely as is poſſ}ble . . Fyr{t therefore we muſt yn- 
Js * derſtande, that ey Kd» 2 the death of Moſes,a certayne ſecrete 
oy | ſence or miſterie of expounding Scriptures, was preſumed and imagi- 
Mt ned by the lewes , to be leftamong-them as an heyrcloome by tradi- 
x 1" tion from the father to the ſonne,and for ſuch-it was accepted and eſte- 
\ B88" med (as they write ) for the ſpace of many yceeres together, But when 
| | the / pn of theyr captiuitic and thraldome was at an ende,and G OD 
i had happily reſtored them bothe to _ Temple and their Lawe, the 
ib 4 godly preacher Efdras beeing verie loath ( {aye they ) that this reſerued 
BB 5 * and'concealed ynderſtanding ſhould be loſt, for default of a faythfull 
erlh 7% | © andinfallible recorde: cauſed foorthwith ſeuenty of the wiſeſt and beſt 
094 | learned in the ſecretes of the lawe ,\to delyuer bothe theyr rules and 
1 FEA knowledge in that Kkinde, which was digeſted into ſeuenty yolumes, 
IPL and from that ryme forwarde, bare the name of Cabala. ;! 
NG ' Heerevpon weare$0 not, that albeig olde mennes mentories mg 
"2 C 
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| © of figpoſed prophecies, 
Faile,as well}for want of cxerciſe,as by ſurcharge of gicefe and care,du- 
i c of theyrexyle 2 yer whatſocuer they coutteyther call to 
Ireonceyue by:gefle;was inſerted for a kinde of Oracle . Then 
that this Cabala , as they termcd it, was neuer warranted or aufthori.. 
ſed by any parcell of the Scripture... Furthermore, that many fooliſhe 


hinges ( as it lerome writes) ow foyſted in es onngees to the 
e,ynder this pretended yayle of knowledge and antiquitig. Againe, 
End fyrſt inſtitution Er Ar not _— of rhinges en 
' but to interpreteandexpound the letter of the lawe , where themea-. 
—_— iguous :-and laſt of all, that no man-was further bound 
or charged to beleeue this Cabala ( nor much volyke the Turkiſhe Al-, 
choram,thoygh better ro be brooked ii-ſome kinde ) then they. ſhould, 


findethe = to conſent to reaſon; Theſe lymittes becing warily fore-. 
priſed and canceyued , I can hardly finde wherein this arte afoorderh, 
or credite to the Prophetes .+ Auother-kinde of myſteric 
had Iykewiſe, which confiſted eyther.in refoluing wordes of one 
ſentence , andletters of one worde that:were vnited,, or vniting Jet- 
ters of one word, or wordes of one ſentence that were difſeuered. Thus 
for ex , the Fathers vtter:in what fort they flouriſhe about thaſe 
wordes in the text, Ichouah, Adonai, Sion, Sinaii,- Bereſchi, and 
ſach lyke , ſuppofing theyr conceytes'to bederiued from. the Prophete 
Moſes ; but with he auQhorine, as certayne of theyr fellowes vnder- 
tooke to picke the Jewiſhe alphaber, out of the Starres and Planets, 
Befide, it ſhould ; 
and inlyke m 


demned by th 


deoree of Gnoſtici,and of thoſe brurithe Valentinians(from this abuſe 


ich are. marſhall 


againſt the pgemes of the royall prophet Dauid, | 
according to the number of the letters, nor againſt the lamentations of 
Ieremy , wherevnto we maye referrethe fign 
and the mi 
theyr ſe and ſence affigned to them by the holy Ghoſt, in which re- 
gard,we yeeld that reuerence and honour which is due: bur I declaime 
againſt the follies of the fooliſhe Iewes of this tyme , -and ſome other 
giddy cocke-braynes of our own, which by the reſolution or tranſpor- 
ring of letters, ſyllables and ſentences., are not aſhamed roprofeſle the 
Finding out of deſtinies,that hang ouer all the States and King= 
domes within Europe. | 

chaunce to f 


ewith one of: theſe in the Court, not-paſt 
Loxte of Edon , as itis exprelled inthe rexr 
C ci, of 


* © 


-— bi 2a » rl ; $A "3g" 


e by Plato , :that this arte was ryfe in his dayes, Plato'in 
rby Epiphanius : neyther doth it ditfer much from Car, 
thoſe prophane'& wicked rules of nfibering, which are alſo much con- Epjphan. de 
ly. Adde heercvato,that Irencus drawes the pettic pod.vr men. 


e prophecies,2s diuerſe tcarmed them)who made ſuch ha- c igs 
Ceo of Chriſt,at the fyrſt begining, Lhnepe not here L _ valEt. 
W ' ed 1D, LO 


e of Tau outof Ezechiel, Ezech.9.4. 
cries of «,ande. in the Reuelation, Theſe figures had A 
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(a) 
_ my 32+ ſakes that remayne within the fame , ſomeryme to (b)chaun 


| 4 defenfatintageinſt the poyjon + 


of holy writte,tooke vpon him to diuine whatſhould berydethe-Lowe - 
countries,&c. My defire was firſt to voderſtand, the groundes wherevp- 

n theſe toyes were built,wherevnto his aunſweres were fo darke and | 
miſticall , asin that poynt onely (if T had beene certayve that the man 
had vnlecſtoode hinelfe) | coul4haue counted him a Prophete, Firſt 
be denyed that any thing was reuealed vato him , by any other meane: 
then ordinary, affitming further, that the Scriptures were not to bee 
ſtynred in they interpreration,vpon this we were bothe agreed:bur the 
thing wherof [ doubred moſt, was, whether we ſhould rather entertaine 


© bis ſence, which ſtood 'vp6 the warrirt of a peeuiſh wyl,{or cleaue to thar 
" which h1d beene eucr holden & embrac 


by the godly, A ,whe- 
ther he were to be iudged afitre miniſter}, of revealing theſe ſtraunge - 
miſteries, who neyther was auQthoriſed & admitted in the Church, as 
Prophetes of olde ryme had beene, to this charge , nor was able to de- 
f:nd himſcife by myracle:in which two p6yntes , he left bothe mec and 
others very much ynſatiſhed. Re CHE $44 
Atlength he demaunded of mee,wherherI fas ror that Agri 

offending in the ſame degree, wherein Edom bad doon, were not to 
carreted by lyke meaſure?l tolde him , that becauſe it laye nor in the 
powerof man, to ſtynt offences ar one certayne fine 2 therefore wee 
could not certaynlie determine ane<quality of puni . Agayne, 
though Antwerpe had offended in the ſame nmr with Edom ; yet, in 
reſpeCt it pleaſed God ſometyme to ſpare a wicked place , for theyr (a). 


the n1= 


ture of the penaltic,ſomeryme to ſtaye the (c) ſworde when tis at the 


2-Reg.12.14 poynt toſtryke ; valefle we can perſwade the world, that in all Ant- 


(c) 


—— 12. wrath but deſolation , it is not poſhble to match theſe 
on 3,10. 
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e his 
, as the 
Schoole-men ſpeake, In identitate ſupplicij, inqualitic, or rather Iden- 
titie, of puniſhment . We neede no playner proofe heereof, then theyr 
example,whoſe bloud Pilate entermixed with the ſacrifice and againe, 
of thoſe eighteene ypon whome the towre of Silo fell: for thinke you 
(fayth Chriſte)thar theſe Galilzans finned more then all the reſt? No, 
I aye vnto you, but veleſſe you repent, you ſhall all lykewiſe periſhe. 
With this, Brocardo , for that was bis name , beganne to kindle with 
ſome heate,alledging ſundric witnefles of his forerclling what ſhould 
chaunce to Paris,at the leaſt fiue yeeres before the maſlacre fell out 3 1 
told him, that examples which fall our by chaunce, were neuer curtant, 
where the cauſe was to be iuftified by reaſsn: and therfore,tyl he could 
as readily produtt a certayne groundto make his ,as ſeore 
yp a regiſter of blinde euentes , I muſtrather prayſe his lucke, then his 
learning , for as well mighthe prognoſticate, that the Cocke-pyrte in 
Shoe-lane ſhould ſincke the third of lune, becauſe «Theavr el downe 
- ut .: 


werpe,there are not ten honeſt perſons,or that nothing can a 
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] | of fajpoſed prophe FER 


-ryme at Roome,in the raygne of Claudius 
ir Paris ſhould be plagued , by the patrerne of Edam or Sa+ 
e maye be generally taught, by the preſidents of Gods igh + 
:mentes yppon fourmer ſtates , that wholocuer finncth or 


ſeth,to cure t 


greeuout grones, and th 
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1 againſt eyther table of the morrall lawe,ſhall eyther bee 
his iuſtice,or forborne by his mercie ;.but by whether of 

we carbunc!e of mannes horrible 
concealed from our knowledge,1s the King of Niniuie cri- 
pr ore were it vaine to gefle what 
his pleaſures to execute The ſafeſt courſe is to ſuſpeR the wurlt, be- 
ities are due, but yet we cap determyne and refolue of vei- 


After 1 bad fiſhed long for ſomewhat, that might wſtifie ſo-ſtraun 


an arte , and caught lefſe then afrogge : I aduiſed him in a charitable 


fort,rather to followe the ſound aduiſe which was giuen to Or:gen, b 


Quam apertus.illius ſenſus 

thereof would bearegthen by 
in hazard of fincking vnder water. For jf the very 
of our Sauiour Chriſte, were 
concerning ſaint lohn, 


theſe yaine perſonnes be 
preſumptionthen 


Quid fi 


ued 1a the mcaning of thoſe wordes 


ng (; volo eam maneredonec veniam? 
Whar if I wyll bauc him tarrie ty come ? Howe much lefle ſhould. 
. which hane none other warrant for 


atafte , Iroldehim farther,that ſuch-men as he, 


were charged by ſaint Peter, with peruerting .the. Scriptures to theyr 
qwne deſtruftion , and accurfled-alſo by the councell of Agatha , for 
gnoſticaring haſtily what ſhould come to palle in common things: 

x quauis Scripturarum inſpeCtione, by any ſlight examination or log- 


king into the Scriptures . Laſt ofall,I required himto note this poynt, 


that the greateſt part of choſe prophecies from which he tooke his Light, 


concern 
ſalem , a 


cheefely the blaudy ſchiſme- betweene Samaria and leru- 
Princes which werenot lyke ours, bur, circumſcribed with 
_ theyr owne particular eſtates, cyther roward God or men,could not be. 

ſtretched or extended ro the Magiſtrates of chriſtendonie © Againe, 


they were annexed to the ſcepter of the lewes , which brake before the 


byrth of Chriſte, and ranneyppon 


the 


abolifhed by the merite of his ſacrifice . 1 knowe that diverſe matters 


| F comp ſych lyke, are yet to app and 


bur neyther har 
humour . Tothis he 


ofen skirmiſhed with 


Bracardo tytle yntc 
reſt be ſtretched home by fixteenc hundred yeere , to countenaunce his 


Lundanus, 


of Antechriſt, . We bo ade? 
| c godly : 
e ynto any ans 1/2 veyther can he 


ether aunſwere,then that he had roo 
ries 


anda number more , to be 


C ij. 
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, as that eyther | 


lon.3, 5, 


: Euſe. hb, 6, - 
bis godly Father,not'to wade any deeper in the meaning of holy writ, OY 
wr ,. then the playne and open ſence 

to much truſt in bladders, to put himſel's 
.Tohn.22. 21, 


2.Pet. 3.16. © 


Concil, 


Agath, - 


of the lawe,, which were 4 
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&be reaſons. 


A defenſutive againit the pron 


his holde by me. His reaſons as he faid were ouor deepe, to be paſſed 0. 
- ucr in ſo flighta fort , and therefore wylled mee:to reade over all the 


Prophetes.once agayne,, before Ltooke in hand to checke his skyll: 
which might be rather iultificd by proofe, then confured-with 26 (4 
nation”, I tolde him,though my reading could not bee compared in 
reſpe&t of tyme , with his aged hearres , \ ſince we lyued in an age, 
which ſcanneth fancics not. by number, but by weight : 1 would be 
'bolde ro deeme bothe of his caule and him , according to the meaſure 
.of the reaſons which had beene delyuered, Auberge 

Touching Edom,wherevpon our talke beganne,, it was not peſlible 
remake the ſame a patterne for the fall of Antwerpe, without prouing 
ſome conſent betweene them, eyther in theyr clymate or theyr quality, - 
whereas theſe two differed in bothe exceedingly . That he had skyr- 
miſhed with Lindanus and the reſt, 1 would not deny , becauſe.1r might 
'be true : but if he could as cafily hauc brought away theyr reaſons tor 
enſtru&ion,as he dyd theyr names for glone, they would appeare to 
be ſuch kinds of encounters, as Zedechias had-with leremy , the Phari- 
ſeis with Chriſte,the deuill with ſaint Michacll the Archangell,and Si>. 
mon Magus with ſaint Peter , whercin the wicked and falſe Propheres 
dayly loſt ſome groundzand tructh atrayncd to the vitorie, This is the 
funme of rhatr dialogue , which fell out berweene the Cabaliſt 
and mee, which I GOUgRe good to ſer downe, becauſe I neuer chaunced 
eyther before or ſince that ryme , to mecte with any manthar eyther 
ſeemed to defend.or profeſled to belecue lyke vanities , Touching all 
other braunches of diuining erafte , whetherthey be drawne from fire, 
water, carth, or palmiſtry , which Ii to be moſt vaine of all : I 
deigne them not ſo much as a daſhe with my po bur leaue them to 
the ſcorne and laughter of the learned: wherefore hs prooucd ful- 
ly as I thinke, that neither the modes nor humours which incite men to 

knowledge of theſe 1 bay Ming be permitted to a chxiſtian,nor 
the mcancs by Which the ſame is ſought , defended by aground of 
tructh : it falleth out by conſequent, that whoſocuer ſeeketh any com- 
fort or refreſhing by the ſpring of lyfe , muſt flce from Babylon, and 
ſhun the filthy drugges of theſe deceyrfull mounte-bancks , now let vs 
prooue another whyle, whether the reaſons that diſfiwade vs from thoſe 
Rage ies;be as firme as the courſe it ſelfe is daungerous., 


'Will begin with that affured ground & moſt inuincible aufthority, 
which ought by ſingular prerogarue to decide all doubtes, I meane 
the words of God, approouing or reieRting ſo much of this arte , as 
bringeth warrant thence for prognoſticating, Defuturis contingenti- 
bus which in effe& is nothing, This is the ſhoot-anckour of an vpright 
ſoquer, 

"yea 


sonſcience,and therefore cuctic plant, how gallant or how fayre 


$ bes 
4% 4%, ©; 4&4 7 


of ſuppoſed avetleedis * 


"4d 


yea though for beauty it right be compared'tothat tree, "which ſprin» 
gin vppe tn the middle of the garden, was exceeding pleaſaunt in the Matth, 15,13 
oma , yerif irbe nor planted by our heauenly Father, ſhall-be 
rooted vppe: all coynes that are nor able to abide this ſacred touch, als 
beit they be curraunt among'men, are to be counted eyther of abaſe 
alzye;or altogether counterteyr. He that gardes the cittie of leruſalem,; Icre.y.10, 
wylldeface the battlements,and ſhake.the flancars of Samaria, that ap< 
pertayne not tohis care, hee wyll ſubuert all counſayles and: deviſes of 
oſtable men; which:rnnne 2 ſingle courſe vpon a wanton ſpurregbeſide | 
the cawſey of his abſolute and exprefle commaundement . The plants 
of prophecies were neuer deepely rooted in the word, arid therefore:no 
maruell though they wyther in the parching beames of trueth; they 
were not watered with the licquor of obedience, and therefore cannot 
proſper in the garden of humilitie,God hath'neyther promiſed increaſe 
to them, nor good ſucceſle rothoſe that Jeane to them, but ſtorme.and 
hayle,and therefore we may reſt aſſured;that theyr pride islykea buble 
in a running ſtreame;and theyrgloric ſhall be ſauced with the.bryne of 
tribulation; | | eo hte 295. $790 
This arrogaunt and'moſt infolent preſumption, in diuining , Defu- 
turis contingentibus, whoſe cauſes are neyther in the thinges whereby 
we pretend to take (a aver inonrſelues, maye be compared to 
that Egyptian captiue,whofe head muſt be ſhauen, and her nailes pared, 
before ſhe were permytred once to ſteppe within the threſholde of the LAS 
Ternple, or to-the cloake of yanitie , which Ioſeph left behinde him in Cat. 125. 
the hand of his wanton miſtrefle ,- rather then he would diſteyne the 
duty which hee had profeſſed to his maiſter , preſeruing by thismeane 
bis ſoule from tinne, his body from offence,and his name from diſho- 
nour , Theſe ace the Cockatrices egges , which are fitten vppon with 
feare,and diſcloſed with vnhappyneſie.. It may be that hetdallogorie 
may breede offence 2 but [ regard it not, fince the learned Fathers giue 
mee leauc to make honny ofthe bloſſlomes ,.fo that I nyppe no fruite, 
and to enlarge the meaning of the text by fite compariſons, ſo that the- 
ſexce (which is moſt proper and particular) be not abated . That ſen- 
tence Of the Prouerbes-, Noneſt prudentia, noneſt confiliumcomra Proy, 22.3; 
Dominum, There is no proofe of wiſedome, nor of counſayle againſt 
* God: pincheth Prophetes to the quicke;; for albeit they wyll alledge 2 
meaning , free from any purpoſe or intem to bande or battell againſt 
God: yet ſince itfallethout to this effeR , becauſe they tell of many 
thinges which are repugnaunt to his holy wyll,the.ſnare takes holde of 
them;wherefore we may be bolde to {aye 'with the Prophete Micheas, 
The beſt among the is but as a brier, & he that is moſt righteous; Iyke Mich. 7.4: - 
a thome ina hedge. For what hath beene decreed in heaucnyſhall take 
effc& indeſpyte of ane, and what is nog howſocuer wee diuine , is.no 


Ex0,39, 12.- 


more- 
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.Jer.109.2. 


,Tob.33.21 


4 defenſatine againt the poyſon 
more to be feared then a leafe in a meddow. Could God ſette downe a 


more direct and perfe@ courſe,concerning ſuch conceits as theſe, then 
by charging them not to decline, (which word alone 1mplies a lyding 
backe) Ad magosto the wiſe men,or as we terme them, the ſoothſay- 
_ ers (although I know not for what cauſe;if it be not in reſpeR they lay 
ſooth in noni) nor to enguire of them for any thing : e him 
ſclfe woulde bee theyr God &c. Adde heerevnto the double bleſſing 
which it pleaſed God to linke and couple with diuining artes, for fisſte 
he will oppoſe his countenance againſt theyrdrift and after cauſe ther 
to be ſlaughtered in the middeſt of his people. 7 
Againe to draw more neerely to thoſelimiters, which would reſtrain 
the bitter curſe of God to the Painims oncly gelling by the flightes of 
byrds, the entrailes of beaſts &c. Wermuſt obferue, that to gelle by the 
| Ngwes of heauen;was an arte as rife a the Gentiles as by the flight 
byrdes : and yet we are enioyned to diſpiſe and ſcorne theſe vanities 
A figniscceli nolite metucre quz timent gentes, quia leges gs 
rum vanz ſunt &c,' Feare not any thinge from the fignes of heauea, 
(Gyth Icremy) whereof the Geariles are affrayde : becauſe the lawes of 
the nations are vaine &c.In deede God ſent his Prophets, but not his-Pla 
 nets,to give warning of his wrath, - and therefore we may make them 
as we liſt, but without all warraunt our'of ſound diuznity. Sciebas rung 
en naſciturus efſes? attt numerum dierum tuorum noueras ? diddiſt 
ou know then that thou ſhouldeſt bee borne: ({ayth Iob): or diddeſt 
thou vnderſtand the number of the dayes? no no, theſe are-but toyes 
for babes,and baites of errour , which wete not vonknowne to Plato, 
when he graunted » pinoy dgence, that the future was inwifible, - nor ro 
Zenephon in ike fort , affirming ee 5wuoripac evorce ena! TH pridauerre 
xjoymemzi , that it was aboue the compalle of our nature,to be pri- 
vie before hand ro thinges that are to-come &c. l 
. Againe,to diuine by ſpirites and familiars,” was a praftiſe very-com- 
mon among infidels, and yet it is affirmed from the mouth.of God 
himſclfe,that in whatſocuer manor woman were found Diuinationss 
ſpiritus a diuining ſpirite, that perſonne ſhould in Ipfo facto die for ir; 
and to-prooue the 1uſtice of the quarrell it is further added, that: 
owne bloud ſhould be yppon his head &c.Non eſt augurium 1m lacob, 
. nee divinartio in Iſrael, there is no ſoorhifayingin lacob,nordiuining in 
Peng 1rael, { ſayth che Prophet -Balaam fromrthEmouth of God )whereby 
MUM-23-23 ve are to note, that the allity of rhe word in that place, is exten- 
_ <dedda(iwel to ſtarres and planets, asto _—_ or what other kind fo cuer. 
Againe,that the choſen & cle& of God, were trayned-and-brought vp 
from theyr tenner yeeres, in 2 better courſe then to gape for flyes, ap- 
peareth by the warning which God gave to Moyles, to beware in any 
wiſe that none of his, conforme theſtlues re the.guſtomes of the Oy 
| _ tils, 


Ley.10.3t, 


Leu.20.6 


;Leuit.20,27 


Pcy.18.14. 
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of ſigpoſed prophecies, b, 
cils whoſe jnherirnncerhty ſhouldpoſlele in giu kia T1 
&c. becauſe _ ad beene SOS enſtruſted Deur:1 $.14 
and what was loſt by chis reſtraine n the godly children, which'de- | 
pt rn arts as the ſhipwrack of that foules, baying o none 0- 
ther ſchoolemaiſter then COTE ten times. wiſer aid of er yn- 
zchen all the wiſardes in the emu , which brought no-+ 
thing els forwarraunt of their gellcs ſirionem falfi nomigis 1.Tim,6.10, 
noe rr omni Np ie nl Ca Fein 
u 15 crete oly one of I{rac].For it no | 
of humane reaſon,be har inough to pate our the ſtreetes of fa} —_— 
falem, how muckilefle to be extended from one fide of heauen to an- - 
other: finceit is not pollible inveſtigare quz in ceelis ſunt, to ſerch our Sap.9.11, 
thoſe thinges thatare in the heauens &c. 
The Prophet Zachary foretelleth, char at ſuch time as God meant to Zac ty 2.3.4 
urge his Church , all falſe prophets ſhoulde be driucn our 
randif w_— np pe r prophecy, it ſhoulde .. ,, p. 
be ſaid rnto them by parents,you ſhall not live, becauſe you durſt 
atten pe toviner yuoiocke name wr A Ys ureth further, that 
oy this checke the themſelues'ſhould be aſhamed of theyr 
.For howe can they build to purpoſe, that — burdawbe with _ 
monerk that is Dn nn: ding vanities ( ſayth the Prophet Ezec.22. 18, 
thus and thus (fayth the G O D of 
ITE Ea 
rvifion,and t 
tion darkenefſle, that the rh Mich.z. 647, 


Dan.1.20. 


ſhould ſette vppon the Pr ,and the 

day weze thicke and cloudy ouer them, that ſhame ſhoul fal vpon the 

a_ and confuſion ſoothlayers,conering theyr Faces: * Quia non. 

nſum domin, becauſe theyr anfweres came-not from God. 

_— Prophets prophecy ly lyes in my name (fayth God by Ieremy) I 

have nor rey ,heyther Dake Lvnto them : but they propbecy vn- 1©16-14,74- 
to-you a falſevifion, diuination yanity , and the pecuiſh ſwaruing of 

theyr owne heart &c. Againe Viſionem cordis fui loquuntur, et non de ' } , ; 

are domini,they ſpeake the vifions of theyr owne heart , and not from © : 

the mouth of our Lord,or as Ezechias toucheth them more neere,Se- 

quiitur ſpiritum ſuum, et nihil vident, they followe theyr owne ore Ezech.13, g, 
and ſee nothiogowhy ſee they nothing ? becauſe it is one oy of Gods 

diuine prerogatiue, to prog noſticate - things to come, he ſerched the xg; 4 5.9. 
ſecretes of our hearts,and his counſayles (as wereade in Toby) are not Tgb,,,.., 
In poteſtare hominis at mans commaundemenr . Such pro Jarc, = 
none of the ſKones, wherewith the Prophet willeth ys to builde 

but the ſtones of ſcandale and offence , which obſtruct the conduits of 


the of life, they are no purging , bur burning and conſuming 
ke var a rey heh o_ no ogeevela to 74 
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4 defenſutinengeinſthepoyon 
inthe land of promiſe, they flowe not from the mouth of God, we | 
hath by plaine prouifo ſaucd and reſerucd to himlelie,the milterics, of 
thinges to come,burfrom the Deuils apes , Qui ponunt fortung men- | 
fam, ethbant ſuper exm ,who ſette vppe a table or an aulter vato for- 


Efay.65. 0. tune,and make facrafice vpon it ,.-Butneyther hmping nor lukewarme.., 


loyalty, will be accepted by the holy one of Iſrael, we muſt eytherderue - 
hitn alone or nct atall *for ſo'grearis his ieloufie,as whils be gardeth 
and'prote&eth vs vnder the ſhaddowes of his holy winges; - be-will not 
difþenſe with'our depending on the.fauour ob hisenemy.' Itis no more. 
pothible to ſerie God and Mamon, Baal and lehoua,  Chnit and Ante- 
chrift,then to flye both caſtand weſt at once,or to {ayle with the tyde. 
an# againſt it. For euen as he that toucheth pitch is defiled & diſteyned.. 
Eccl.13.1. with the ſame, as he that conſentethto the follies of aſtrumpert, makes, 
1.Cor 6.15. himfelfe a member'of her body,as hethat; ſawe the theefe and ran. with 
Pal. 49. 18. nfl war guilty of thechefv+ ſo they that pleaſe . theyr, fancies with the,, 
glaring baires of Sathans guile,thartruſt him +yoaduiſedly. vppon , hys., 
worde,andtherewiehat incorporate themſc]ues into the-bulke of finne- 
| may beare the namieof lcabod-,as the ſonne of Helies daughter did,, 
1.Reg. 4-21, propter rranſlatam gloriam, becauſe by this rngodly: fad, they baue. 
tranſlated 'and#tranſ{ported/Gods true glory tothe Prince of error, 1s it. 
then a pp EN pryde m_S | Io $reeueuh 
agues doo light vppon the-ſonnes of wrath, Proper durjtinE incage 
Elay 47+ 9+ 07. notaw-n arty the vehement& almoſt inexp c obftivg 
nacie of the Sorcerers conſidering it pallet & exccederh all orher offen, 
ces Inge fir of the boli-ghoſt,& by cutting vs. like, 
blaſted braunches the trees of life, prepareth vs vntothat endleſle. 
flame which ſhall abyde for euer 2 It was well fayd by Hely , that whers 
one man offendethagainſt an ocher,meanes of reconcilement might bs, 
1.Re.2.25, found : but ifweſinne againſt the maieſty of God,in this extreeme and 
| highdegtee, who dare preſume to pleade for v2, Voluntarie ati» 
'bus &c."For if wee finned: willingly after the knowledge of the trueth, 
Heb,t0,u6, eccivedithere is not now left any Caik ceforiinnes, buratercible ex- 
TED jones of iudgemenr and age. of fire, which ſhall conſume the ad-. 
We know that God bimfelfe, determining to a e the.crime 


- 


1.Re.15423s of difobedience,compareth it Cum peccato hariolandi,as if there were 


not anyxyorſe to be producted for example. Againe, it is alleadged as a 
Pariny's reaſot-againſt Manalles;to prooue his cleare teuolt from God,thar. bes 
2327-33," purhis truſt indreames.attended Alightes and abodes of byrds, addic- 
ted himſelfe ro the {leights'of forcery, Et habuiſle ſecum Magos et in- 
cantarores,and that he bad wiſe mea (as we call them) gndenchaunters 

or witches in his 


company.In like manner, lulian was no ſooner dren- 
ched witvkas cuppe of infulelliry-in Athens, but he beganto breath 
Li 5 _. 
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nſt the church of Chriſt: 
r his defence , « led all 


ours,thieates & menaces a 


out noyſome 
lotig as heretayned God tor 


whereas Sule,! 
ſorres of wi 
thingenpoſiible, ro ſettle and eſtabliſh on (Omnia verba 
wordes of the lawe , before a quicke di 
tes and theyr wicked Prey Salomon, who was the wyſeſt 
King that ever yued in this world, and befideto be preferred for bis 
$kyll and knowledge inthe fimplesbeforeany , neyther dealt with any 
dampned {pirite;, noraddifted: 
Panerees; ith dof 'to becomeia Prophet. 
Sathan , who, mytriſting teaſt it would diſcredite and NE his 
& oole , chat Salomon without taking any kinde of, order or 
therein, mi brbe —_ wiſeſt among men., hath found a meane to 
ſcitrer and diſperceab charmes for curing ofgiſcales, in 
the varne, F Salot i; and by thisſtrata «0-1ibour , that one {ci- 
| he be vpont eſtocke of grace , Wherewith 
for NE DA {ake; the ſonne was inſpyred: 141; The reaſon (hall 
have aupſyere wich the reſt”, when | comento:triethe colours andpre- 
rences which hau bieRed. 9 v9 01 tr 
_*-Moreouer, though king Dauid werea: 
rarer a common, rate ur-Sicut Angelus Dei;lyk my 
© Tyminittedto tholethinges el; ound, Gauing 
cafe: 'GbIto lyghte ing creo AY ng 
{which makesrheewoonder at -our Prophetes,thax 
ph apirche ,' aboue ther all that | 
ate-meaning with Dowutian the ty- 
Ty pleaſing a_—_ inthe market place, 
fome* + [They wikeks ns nyo en bv ſome 
'giting outin. common pee thatthey 
c agen : orto refolue of any thing!, that is 
inthe” 6ghit 88"G88; %e. | Barhowe tru this i] Jeaue/no 
te which are beſt * ainted with the 'common-.praciſe 
miſterie : al ro ſay the trueth,no-kinde of ſecrete 
future”, can bee counted eyther lawfull/in the fight of 


legis) all the 


ad acconmts 


Angell God: 


WRET le: 
rtortibity ack 

prelude to flic fo Ag _ y 
.went before, vnleſſe they 


Taunr, t nr out Rp 
and them \Eher no 
the Fade-by 


renero the tyfe oftnan ;” conſidering the leaſt of thoſe is 
Fooctng e#tthe uwiecloſerre of his kno 
tender oue to mank Ade cauſeth to be iclouſe;,and wha yeeldeth! 'Or re- 
figneth hit' pretogatine 6 none)! abide rharAdam on his ofs ſpring, 
whoſe Nt 5 ſmoke; Whoſe finnewes (brinke;and whoſeiglory zour- 


neth into duſte/; ſhould preſime-to rel before , howe long great men 
hall live? FalWhat eftfe 3 who ſhall ſucceede 2 With many frivolous 
Gemaundes of ly 
| with his ir Ade could demaund none va his band:: ot 

Hy waar 


Es 


#851: 


eches and diuiners out of the lande and lofias belde it as a 


were tnade of ypgodlie 


Ife to the ſtudy gr WS 4 
Burmarke the fleyght of . 


1:Reg. 23. 9, 


4.-Reg.2.3 
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2;Re.14.20. 


ke effeR, and yer ſoftraunge, as if God bimſelfe were Con, Iouin. 
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Annal.lib.y Tacitus more rightly if it be poſf 


4 Reg-10. 


lonas.3 1 


"WY 


ting that was giuen to 'S 
A great Aftrol 


 Jantrius , that 


4 defenſatineagainf the poyſor 


what dooth faint Ierome termethem+ The yapouts of ambition, and 
ible; Vana,ſtolida,vel ff molhus acct- 


pias, miſeranda, Foohſhe and vaine thinges., or if we lyſt ro conſtrue 
them in more fauourable and gentle parte, thinges rather to be pittied 
with greeſe,then derided withandigniue. k 2 
God commaunded Eſay to tell Ezechias that he ſhould dye, and Io- 
nas in lyke ſort to preach deſolation to Niniuie ; now would I be glad. 
toknowe what our Altrologers , 'or Prophetes of whatſocuer kinde, 
would hanc aunſwered about rhis poynt ,. if. theyr opinions had beene 
asked or demannded inthe matter ? To {aye that eyther the Cittie or 
the King ſhould periſh, were a lye, becauſe the faulte was afterward re- 
mytted yppon a hos repetitaunce, to ſaye that eyther of them ſhould be 


faued or accepted intofauour, were lefle probable, becauſe the voyce of 


eyther of rhe Prophetes was ſo peremptorie,as nothing but deſtruQi- 
on and death was1yke'to followe : w pon, betweene extremities 
ir falleth our,tharalirheyr gellcs are ridiculous , becauſe although we 
ſhould admitte a ſigne of wrath, yer iyll it is in God to remytte or al- 
rer it. Tn which was firft delyuered,and after called backe by 
Nathan., 'driveth them to lyke extremitic ., One dreamed that all 
dreames are vaine , now whether-wee bclecue this dreame or nok, it gi- 
ueth'preat exception to the matter. / +, | | 
Accrtaine hi Garner SRO APRnRevee of 
Starre ditiinitie, goes tto/proouc the certayntic thereof, by a war- 
eg any boeorad 
, that ſuch a yeerche ſho put,to.death for here- 
diffculr and harde a ST bee EEE: 


e : asthouph it were ſo di 


vauntage the llighcneſle of theyr credite, which gue ovt 
this accident rather vefurery. I oppoſes by record: Ta hat [ 
finde in Gvicciardin athiog not much ynli 


ro this, l wil not ſtick to 


| re froes durch writer, w ( | 
Fricrſhould beput out of the waye for herefie, were 
that doQtrine 
{ Roome], ely , that the P rd apy ra 
ra again as namely , e Yopes pardons are of no. 
the Pare ka cthority,&c.For theſe were the mat-. 
/ rers; 


then 1 muſt « 


© of ſuppoſed prophecies. 

ters, indefence whereof Sauanorsh dyed.if be Yenyetbeſe tirtycles, th 

deferye the nameor note of herefie, which eyther he muſt doo , orelk 
confellehimfclfe to be an herenke, ' rhenis it-eyidenc rhar Bell-ativus | 

was very much beguyled , in beleeuing'oraduernifing that Sauanorola 

ſhould be fweptaway for vngodly doctrine, The cafe is palling harde, 

which driueth a man cither to renoiice his faith, or to forſake his fancie. 

But there4s no more parting ordeuiding of the ſtake with God,then 

with that Lyon , whicl'vader a morall igure Efoperecomendeth in his 

fables:One'part of vs(which is the body)appertaynerh vato him,jia reſ- 

peR he made it out'of the molde of earth, another part of more ac- 
count{which is the ſoule)he' claymeth for the price he payde, which was 

his ered bloull,touching the vileſt and mottabie&t parte of all (which 

is ourfortune) if wemeane to ſtriue againſt bis wyll,as the Lyon ſayde 

to other beaſtes;that freendikippe was at an-ende : fo there 15 no doubr 

bathe wy! quickly givevs cauſe to thinke, thar his indignation begins _ 

already to boyl&in the fornace, For what participatio hath iuftice with 

iniquitye'? Or” whar ſocierie 15 there berweenelyghrand darknefle : 

What agreement with Chrift and Belialt Or what part hath the faith. _ 2) 

full wah the Infidel] 2 'What conſetiris there(b)berween the temple of **©97:5-14- 
Go4 and IdoHſes'? Wherefore, as faint-Iohn'would not abyde in one ,, , {7 .. 
- bayne with Cerinthus, nor ſain Peter in one Charchwith Simon Ma- 

gu the pifture of Venus inthe: Sepulehre » ſo muſt wefiye from 

ele thinges, and totdifteine durſoules withany pelfe that commeth 

uyll, who bothe is and eviet wasthe'cheefe merchant of ini- 

uitye. | FE | | > 22021445 
The children of Iſrael had a kind of ( _ ong them, that the b 
dayes were prol , and the viſionsſhould fayle : but God finderh Fo. (Þ) | 
erewith,and wyll heare no more of it, Tell them(ſayth(c)God) rays bole 


The Iohn,zr. 21, 


belonged at no hand to them, to'vnderſtand the tymes & ſeaſons which — _ () 
Gethyrke h where he heard ſuch(d) myſteries, as the fi. WW 
thyrde heauen , where he bear ries, as the tongue © c 
man cainot expreſfſc:and yer himſelfe cofefleth, char he went oy. or AQs.20.22. 
in the ipirit to Ieruſalem,nor(e)knowing what ſhould there beryde or 
happen him ./ The ſame Apoſtle hath proteſted in another placezthat he 
kept nothing (f) backe, that tended to the benefite and behoofe of the c 
G wer A I would be glad to ſee but one bare word,eyther in his A Pa ) 
prattiſe (as $;Luke deſcribeth it)or in —_— as they are cy 8 Sit 
| h 1 KN 


? 


Fi 


A defenſatine: againit the poyon = 
by himſclfe)that might rheng of pr etime heayas 
(@ Or —_ WEED I. 
| ometyme e oO es;to y(b)Altum 
gee "A pere: 2g COD toadmyre with.revercnce cd ol then to pre- 
Rom.1z 16, fame with glorie . -For if there were'aregiſter among the Starres,we 
; neede not leeke the for our order, but the Planettes for our 
fotrune, if the thingbracomntnan paler God, might be fore- 


ſcene by rules of art; before they andrcugalethemiclues in ate 

by outward meanes ; how,can God alone be,Scruraror renury aut cor- 

IF dis agnitor? Thefſearcher of our reynes; oxvederſtander of ourhearts;? 
Do. £7: 5+ . Orhow-couldthe giound of Salomon berrue ;Cor regis inſcrmtabile, 
10:25-!* Thatthe hearts'of Princes arevnſearchable + Af'a les pricke farre, 


ſhortand wide of this inuifiblemarkez there is a: for corrup- 
| -tible men tg hope for any-lucke,by hobbinghndroun at aduentures, 
r.Cor.t. 20, Wherctore,figceG OD [Dchoſth definkiOuhingen e$it were thie 


calt awaycsand reffulg ofthis world, ro coofrons the, wiſctome of the 
ſame;tince itianovpoſſbleto frequent the ſchooles.bothe of Sjon.and 

Samiazia, norctoparticipate both ofthe table ob our Sauiour Chriſt and 
x;Cor.ro. 1, of deuylezitos kahetrihioecinr atid: Accaron.” Toould adath 
4.Reg-4-1. -all ſortes.of: men; to:imitare thoſ@nouiees and firſtlinges.in the ſpring 
of faith © 4 OTE eres - priogples of trueth 


.bs 
As. 19.19." Cy (TD URI. xx Nik Dn _ 


eg abenortntenlotgs ey ang 


curi OUS, 
'To m—_ atinſwereth, that t the Prophery thacale- 


ration ; familiars., and orhex braunches of diviaation, 
pes per coins 


live rÞ the preaching of che trueth 2 yer was.it no/part 
of - + rlampeer es to face the golden hn wadawaahe Starres, 

- which/istearmbd by Ari cine Feig, + divine brheaucokie 
ſcience;Se.; Bus this nacaſure wyll-pot-reack home to Le SIA: forgt 
hee mernewith Ariftophanes Altzohomy { whexeot. | ſpake bet ol 
: Eraunt the greate(tpart of the Fathers,to admirte it.as'a comm 

arte, and-ſo-farre the place of. Corli enarrant (-bozrawed ourof the- 
———_— ſuthciently warranted : but.if he ſeche.to.wreſt the 
ſentence of the Poet, quite apyaſthie wyll ,-z0.mayntayne.che wdge- 

. ment which:s taken: by the Starres,, EReas odw 
his ayme;by making it more cleare then. lygbr.irfelte ,. t] 
ſtrology News is lyke eg 00, more milcheete t 
the Church of G:Q D, then all choſe other rotten 'braunches, which not 

 conſczence,but yery ſhame ,. enforcerh themto loppe and caft_ints the 
furnace . For to begiane with the Planettes.,would not the Gentyles 
loyle, it they "_ pb, reuIne 2nd ſex theyr Saturve, Jupiter and 


o&t-- 


-- 


Weatte hi one 1 marthallei Kevich, but mo Ds Audhertis of 
health, and ney wealth and'p ponettic; with diderſc other fack-tyke 

accidentes,as i irple iſh God "hoe roads: &fther for reivardiot —_ 
niſhment > Thipke wee that theſe cofiteyts ; Gelyuered and preached 

in the new found landes, would nor hems drawe morefrom 
the fayth, then the Preachers could innit with all rheyr eloquence? 
Were the Fathers prayſed Re wee Tupiter and Saturtetothe 
pyrte of hell , and ſhall thetru urs of Religion; not onely:re> 
xo Sem io. the ce thy withour'defiire 5, Xe. ro the 
P:aces whi neuer onthe frſtbeginnjog'? *P rhappes it 
ku be Fj wee regard them bit as eginnlog's 1nftrumentes, 


whereby G bi jj I $ decrees to paſſe, wheteas-they made them 
gods, 8. th 's 1 thy elf a6c ſerocyrlleſswe-mayepiolume be» 
forchand t wt be abiliry}, ro ſtynr Can ke «rg n-what 


s of Paradiſe. i- 


f tek thetoye 


Itr era dick di ie fo preciſe in old tne, that they would nor 
weare a garlande to: efſetheyrioy e, becauſe the wicked tdolles-and 
theye Prieſts were adorned in'that manner : is it lyke they would han 
Bp en ſo, car aduanta to Idolaters,as to gr auntthe Planentermw/nch 

care Ido A ito by coorrkur our acci c Oar Lordforbydithe 


caſe is vetic Arange forvs to} rw Rar 99 forany man 
of judgement 1 to or 06h b If uhis benort a1 etby ro Jermthar 
abhomination , which is 'expeCted' bothe to/fitre and tiranniſe-in the 


Church of God before the ea) ende: ] knowe' nor what -to-conceyue 


the reſt, but a blafing Starrea god 2s the' Romanes dyd/y/*as beleric 


them to be ſignes'or caules of ſo many ſtraunge effeRex; as berydecy- 


ther ſtates © or rinces . yne;how cail-itbur difpleaſsrhe maxeſtic of 
God,that the moſt part't Fey Aftrologers, whoſerulex are curraor 
iD our holes aſtribed all thinges ineffe@ro-Planertes,; withour-re- 
gardeyther to the grace of G O'D, which workerh io vs wee 7 pr man 


<1 tothe conſtinige of Maru, nr 22a Ei 
t5 5 8 £94 +:Ptold» 


fo? o hey:rakean el};and 
ne IE nenderw noabera thus 


« Tertull. de 


Oc __ for as well may we make, not onely Tupirer and Saturnew ith | 


Phil.z. ty, 


6 ig *. X « 
fk we” a . y acts oy 0 OI OI a 4 . 
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A defenlutine 444inZ the poyou 

'Prolome the dif; lination which diuerſ 
coutatinn men mas be Spas wrong cometh, Ga 
conftellation. Therefore Tupiter with Saturne(faye they)makes a lewe 


with Mars,a Perſian adoring fire, with the Sunne, an E n , Colen, 
tem omnem militiam cli, oli wich Venus a Saracen, although her milde 


aſpe&-(4n reaſon ) ſhould be thought more Iyke to mitigare , then to 
kindle ar inflamethe bleudy rage of thar vile ſefte , wit Mercury fl 
Chriſtian, withthe Moone an ſte . But Lord howe farre they 


raunge;as'well from irueth as (cal owne bn" oamreg for if the 
—_— had ſuch p 


Er A aA? maminon , that - 
ing Tabernacles . Albumaſar peru 


fin w__ 4 OCT it ſcemeth © e972 Jon then to. 
= 25. Dt def ee Moles paſſed ouer the redde 
Sea,not by the mighty worke (as er os ghe, when here= 
, counted ir ariong the myracles ). but bh 2 gent EAT vnto the 
courſe:and ſeaſon of the pas vas c eucn as Cor Taci- 
tns,z writerine Jefle wicked and bl. cout Fo this poynt reportrs, 
Foe org un 1 by watchin 29d pipe 
ning imbtpat te ml Me tre mp refor drir 
Ioſua,z.1s. frpkngeke ork as wereade eas. not Pg -94 
went drie ſhove oner the water < 6 with le Ceili arhich og 


notyde to be dyreed by the Moone , but the King of Egypt alfo with 
his whole army of Aftrologers , which were ues i find 
in matters of tkinde then the miniſters of G OD, wore ouerw 
med with the waters. 
'Bonatus found aconſtellation to figure and | prognoſticate the floud: 

Hearicue Macluienſia never augouer gaping,on the Starres , on hee 
as perſwaded that hee had elpicd a ſhyppe , according to the e 
Chryſoft. in whereof, , hee would have exe beleruthar the Ark egy ommte yg ,and 

ryſoſtome nyppeth diverſe aue one our Sauiour e, to 
Matth.4. haue beene borne according ;to "gin of the Starres : becauſe a 
_ Srarrec6dudted the wiſemento the where he remayned with his 
mother, Axe all theſe Paradorxis erable to thedofrine of a ſound 
beleefe #: Orif hey berg ppg an hole cane ee, which 
by making ro vrais nd geaiting Ggurea 3 charaQters at acer» 
tyme, wyll vndertake ke -ach,and to remedy diſca- 
flu Memnon, 
7 the Prieft, tyll 


fk ger 


tayne 
Tacitus hiſt. ſes much/after the ſame manner 2 as the 1doll of 


_ ©, would neueraunſwer any'thingthat-was pro 
_ the beaines of the hag br Vicng 


of ſuppoſed prophecies, 
I cannot leaue out Prolomes aſſuraunce, that God heareth vs more ca« 
fily when Iupiter is ioygned with the Moone, although the Scriptures 
reſtifi fie, that in Quacunque hora , Inwhatſocuer howre we repent ys of 
our finnes, his cares are open : nor that ſawcineſle of Cardan, who pre- 
ſumed without eyther certayne knowledge of the minute or allowance 
of good men, to ſer vp the figure of our Saujour Chriſtes natiuitie. 
Theſe things are playneand cuident enough, to prooue theyr execrable 
injuries againſt the maieſtieand prouidence of God, who make him as- 
it were avaſlall.to the workes of his owne handes : and once. agayue 
make lupirer aod Saturne with the reſt, to iuſtle and confront the Tri- 
- njthasgtn fines " 
Now ler vs {ce what reaſons have beene racked and enforced by the 
. prince of error and his cubbes, againſt the king of glorie, and the ſcep- (a) 
ter of his regiment . Touching the ftate of-the Church vader the lawe, 319-324: 
: which was bur (a) Pzdagogus our ſchoole-maſter in Chriſte ; that wee! (b) # 
might be iuſtified by fayth : 1 confelle that prophecie was ryfe among Pem-12.6, 
the Prieſtes,and leaders of the people 5 Then was it ſayde,if there be 
euer a(b) poets among you, | wyll bee knowne to him by viſion, 
and ſpeake to him-by dreame: and in thoſe dayes it was warranted by. ) 
the Prophete Amos,that God would doo nothing(c) Priuſquam reue-. Reg. 9, 9. 


larer,&c. before he revealed this to his ſeruaunrs the Prophertes . It was. (e) 


Tocl. 2,20, 


an ordinary courſe among the chyldren of I{racll, whenſoeuer they de- * ; 
:fired to haue ynderſtanding of any extraordinary matter, to crie one to (x) 
another,(d)Eamus ad videntem, let vs goe to the Scet t for ſo were the Iudg.18,5. 
Prophetes called in the caurſe of common ſpeech. , becauſe they 'fawg 
morethen the reſt, as if we ſhould ſaye nowe , 'Eamus ad jgnotantem, 
becauſe they that profeſſe and vndertake to tell fortunes, are common - ) 

ly the ranckeſt diffardes in the countrie, The people receyued Oracles 1-Reg. 13.7 
and aunſweres,ſometyme by the(e) Prieſt, ſometyme by the(f ) Levite, ) 
ſometyme'by nary er whe oma by the(h)Ephod . There was'a 1,Reg.19, 5: 
kinde of yniuerfitic for ſuch in Bethell , wherein the chyldren of the ( ) 
Propheres were ſo well brought vppe and profited ſo faſte,as they were 4-<2&: *» 3+ 
able ro gine warning to the Prophet(i)Elizeus, of the verie daye wher- UW) 

in his maiſter Elias ſhould be (k) tranſumpred , and remooued from Gene. 37,9+ 
this weary pylgrimage,as (1) Moles fitly termerhit ', Of this conſort (m) 
were they which merte firſt with Saule (im) bimſelfe , and after with bis !-Reg- 19+ 5+ 
(o) meſſengers,that made purſuite after Dauid , ſo were the ſonnes of (n 
Afaph, Qui (o)prophetabanr in citharis 8 plaQterijs who ſoong Pro- 1,Re.19.20. 

es in harpes and cimballes,and the coppy was fo great, as (p>Iebo- (0) 

ſophar could no ſooner wiſhe for a Prophete, by whome he might cn- 4+Reg+25-Te 
quyre of the wyll of God: but Micheas was at his e|bow,and at another _ (P) 


time, when the chyldren of Iſracl were ſo a7 Mrs and amaſleil,as they 3-Reg 23.7 


od,(q)ruſhed ypon leha- (2) 


knewe not which way to turne the ſpirite of 
| E Cj Ziel 2-Par,20, 14 
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4 defenſatineagain}i the pryjon 


ziel as he ſtoode among his brethren.” The-ſarhe ſpiritereſted in Iyke 


manner yppotr Efay , Jeremy ;Ezechicl,Daniel; with alb the reſt, whoſe 
warninges of the plagues which-ſhould enſewe, remayne with vs at this 
Toh (0-43 daye in record; and neuer fayled tyll after (r) Caiphas : who becing an 

OO vngodly and moſt execrable tyraunr,in the courle and order of his life, 


Iohn.18, 13: yet by the priuiledging of Moſes chayre-, mo againſt his mindo 


(as ſaint Auguſtine writes) and asPalam-dyd-betore he prophecied, not 
 ovely of convenience, bur of neceflitie , that one ſhould dye for the fa- 
uing and redeeming of the people /,' whereyppon weeare to note, that 
Chriſt ſpake not withour a ground, in charging: all men for the ſhorte 
tyme which yet remayned of theyr date,to doo as they ſpake,but inno 
Matt.23,3, Wyſe as they dyd,Dicunt enim & non faciunt, for they ſpeake (ſayth be) 
''', _ but indeed doo nothing. What would we more? The Scriptures note It 
fora kinde of plague or puniſhment,when viſions werenorplayne-and 
| Je un voy PII op0oon eeee ng —_— ramen 
-* cerit lus diſipabitur,, When prophecic begins to fayle; the people 
Prou. 29,18. ſhal a odor beſide, we may. not-thinke Rt tet tiong 
inſpyred grace , was ſo lyncked, orrather nayled to the chayre of Mo- 
ſes, but that the Church of Chriſte(ſo long as ſhee was yet lake warrne; 
and-as it were enatnelled with the precious drops of her ſpowſes bloud) 
Collol, 2ob7 might make as large account heereof as former tymes, which wore but 
' © Vmbr# futarorum bdhorum., ſhaddowes of-the good thinges which 
The golden age which ſucceeded next to the paſſion of Chriſte , was 
fitteſt for this turie, , 'for as the ayre is warmeſt at the ſerting of the 
' Sunne ,- and they that had accefle- ynto the ſecrete places of Appollos 
temple, were perfumed with a ſtronger ſent of odours, then the reſt thar 
ſoode abroade 2: ſo looke how much more frefhely tlie Diſciples re- 
ked with the bloud of theyr redeemer ,, the more aboundauntly they 
drewe the people to belecue with the gyfr of myracles , Firſt; becauſe 1t 
might appeare;thatalbeit-itwere in the purpoſe of almighty-GOD ,ro 
ghe appea purpoſe of alwighry 

cauſe the gyfte of myracles and prophecic to ceaſe within awhyle, for 
reaſons which ſhall be declared afterward : yet was he no leffe able | 
then before, to furniſhe the Kinges daughter with the garment of ya- 
Plal. 44, 10, fie + Secondlie,to winne the weakelinges, which are more enflas. 
12:44» ""* med withafigne of power, then with the dodrine of beleete-,' from 
theirfalſe inſtructors. Thirdly,to ſupport and ſertle the young nouices 
inthe wayc of tructh , which bauing not, as yet, ſo deepely ſpread theyr 
rootes as afterward they dyd, were cafie to be mooued and tranſported: 
with cuery blaſt of innovation: and laſt of all , that they which grone 
vnder the-moſt;greeuous yoake and burden of the crofle, _ baue a 
ſecrete comfort and encouragement, againſt the mallice ofthe world 


Iudg 18,5. 
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Heervpon, the holy Ghoſt appearing in the fourme of fierie tongues. (2) 
to all tharwere om Fryer Diſciples and Apoſtles ofour: Acts.2. 3, 
Sauiour Chriſte ,” with ſuch aboundaunce of rare giftes ; as made the (b) 
world to woonder attheyr inaieſtie./Thus Agabus declared by the ſpi- Ats.1T, 2.5. 
rite, what a lam<etable(b)dearth ſhould ouercome the world: and after- (c) 
ward againe admoniſhed ſaint Paulc,of the(c)bondes and chaines that AQts.21.1t, 
were prouided for himarleraſalem, Inlykemanner(d) ſaint Philip (© 

the Deacon had foure daughters, all inf with this gyft,in whome AQs.21,19. 
that prophecy of loel: that(e)their daughters ſhould ſee viſions, &c.was (ec) 
complithed ; Ir appeareth further , by the paynes which were taken/by [0cl.2,28. 
faint Paule,to quench the coales of ſtrife and emulation , that began ro 

(t) kindle in the church of Corinth , -of what account the Prophetes () 
were eſteemed in thoſe dayes , 'and againe, by that he recounteth (g)) r.Cor.12;25. 
Prophecicamong thoſe heauenly gylcr which were daylie.pratiled, © (6) | 
notin a(b)Babilonicall confufion, whith preſumed to deuide & quarter 1,Cor.12,r 
Tetramvnius labii& corundem ſermonum , alandeof one ſpeeche,, (h) 

and of the ſame language, but inthe Church of God, which rerayneth Gene. rr, r, 
(G5) Vaitatem fpuritus.in vinculopacis , The'ynitie of the {pirite inthe (5) 
bonde of peace,&c, Saint Paule was rapte into the thyrd heauen, with Fph.,.11, 


ſuch a-kinde of appalling and amating 1a his ſence ., as beecould not (&) 
tell whetber'3t were in) his body ornor : at another tyme, a Mace- 2,Cor.12, 2, 


donian.appeared to.him, craving comfort and releefe againſt that fa- 
mine of the word.of God,whercof the Prophet Amos ſpeakerh . Saint q __ , 
Philip was commaunded after this ſorte, to approche vnro the charrior ** Ow» TH 
wherein Queen C andaces Eunuch fate,medirating vpon the text of the E2 
prophet Eſay.The heauens were opened to 204 oye ſuntPeter ſaw Atts.6,56. 
the ſheete which was let downefrom heauen bythe fourecorners.. Acts. to, 10, 
I confelle morcouer,that in the very next age vato this, both prophe- 
cies and myracles were rife,as appeareth by-Irencus, Ciprian, Euſebius. 
Socrates, Sozomen, Theodorer, Egetippus ; andrhe reft of the writers. 
But ſince the Cherubin(from whence God promiſed to {peake) 15 nowe 
diflolucd and;quire faded out of memory, together with:the prieſthood 
of the ewes, fince the dayes are ouerpaſt and oner-blowne, wherin the 
tender plants pf fairh had necde of water, tyll theyr rootes were gene - 
rally ſpread, now that we neede no longer to be fed with(a)mylke like _ (2) 
babes, bur haye(as S. Peter writes)a more certayne & ſure (b) word of ! .Cor.z,z. 


| the Prophets, vnto which we doo well in giving heed; asto alyght thay (b) 
{hineth in adarkeplace., vntyll the morning | ſtarre ariſe in our hearts; 2+P<t.1,1.9. 
| to. crauc theyr helpes:, when wee are able bothe to walke without 2 

L ſtafte, and reade without a ſpeRacle , were rather to bee taken-as 4 

4 ligne of watonneſſe, thenan argumentof conſtauvcie.', This(c)ge- I.yke,r, 2g 
1 neration.is a wicked generation , it asketha figne (ſayth Chriſte) bur 

no other figne ſhall be-giuen vato it, then of lonas the Prophete- 


E e.11, They 
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(4). 
(e) 


L.Rcg-3.t.  precioy4s,45 it was in the dayes of Heli 
Viſions or apparitions were not mani 


(t) 
Eſai.2):11, 

(s) 
H:b.r.z. 


(h) 


(9) ſayd to ſayat Thomas) Qui(h) non viderunt & crediderunt, which haue 
Eſai.39,19. notfeencand yer belecued, - Wherefore away with all Egyptian prin- 
(k) ces,that mayntayns all falfe prophetes to reſilt the meſlengers of God. 
1.R-9.23. Away with Achab and his complices, that gaue earc to none but ſuch 
(1) as pzake (1)Placentia,' that og to pleaſe and content theyr hu - 
1.Rc.1.1., mour , Fycvpponall double and falſe hearted Saules, that repayre(k) 
(Mm) to wytches,when they can receyue no reſolution from God, all (1) O- 


A defenſatineagainſt the poyſon 
They haue (d) Moſes and the Prophetes  fayeth Abrabam to the rych 
Luk 46.31. —_ if ” belecue not them , _— wyll they belecuc one that 


ſhould aryſe from the dead. - The word of God ought nowe to be (ec) 


7 : Quia viſio non crat manifeſta, 
feſt. The vifion of them 21l;is be- 


came vnto vs as the wordes of a booke that is (f ) ſealed vp, whuch they 


dlyucr to one that can reade » ſaying : reade this I praye thee, then he 


ſhull aye, I cannor, for it 1s ſealed, &c, To conclude the fame which God 
ipake(s) diuerſecly to our Fathers by the Prophets in theſe latter dayes, 
Io\n 22.29, hath ſpoken to. vs by his Sonne, and they are bleſſed:( as our Sawour 


LuX.15, 17, chiziazis, that renounce the God of {{rael to conferre with Belzebub, - 
all purpled cormorants, that wyll be fatiſfied ſaue by none ſuch as aryſe 
Marr.14.2, from the(m)dead,all Herodes,that wyll looke for ſaynt Iohn Baprift ro 
(n)reaiue, after once he hath beene layde vpin his ſepulchre, and worke 


(n) 
(0) 
(p) 


lohn-14. 
Marth.28. 


\ Deut.18. rr. ffeth myracles,and laſt of all,vpon all thoſe, Qui(o)quzrunt a mortiue 


veritateim, which ſeeke for trueth at theyr handes. that are layde vp to 


& 


' In Lud, rr, reſt: for(p) L,ay -veu,&c. | | | | f 
I have noted dilligentlic (ſayeth Ph De commines) that GOD» 


reuza'erh not his-purpoſes by ſuch meanes nor in theſe dayes, as he was 


woonr, neyther 1s it requiſite be ſhould, when ſo many ftraun 


ex. 


ainples fall out in the world, moſt woortby tobe beleeued.. Belyde, be 


hith aſſured vs of his moſt holy ſpirite; not onely to albiſt, but to leade 


VS alſo In omnem veritatem , 1ntoalltrueth , and to remayne with vs, 
Ad conſummationem ſeculi, to the confummation of the world. Now 
whereas ſome are not aſhamed to defend, the dregges of theyr deepe 


ignoraunce by warrant of antiquitie, 
into certayne of the berter ſort) roc 
ther lende theyt hearts or handes, tot 


ONCE 


it ſhall not be amiſſe (by looking 
-—_ how farre the reſt wyll ey- 
cloaking of the coſenage. 


Fyrſt to beginne with Xenephon, a man endewed by nature with moſt 
excellent and pecreleſle giftes, if any ſuch were in that crewe : Diuina- 
tionem penitus ſuſtulit, He tooke all kindes of diuination quite away, 
eſteeming ita wyſer parte, to remoouca blocke of error and offence | 
out of rhe way, leaſt any man ſhould chaunce to trippe , then to mayn- 
tayne a watchman , to giue warning to the paſſengers , Panzrius,no 
whytte inferiour ro Xegophon ( as wee maye gather by thoſe honeſt 


groundes, which arc alledged bothe by Cicero and diuerſe other out of 


his 


us 4 SEX 
» Ks 4s 


DO ih Cs or” &s. *FY 
THEE: 2. 2. t5.. A 
es. Si ring he K Hs 


© of fapoſed prophecies. 


his workes) Dabitare ſe dixit,ſayde he, ſtoode in doubre,wanting (a5 it | 
| 
| 


ſeemeth)no goad wyll ro haue ded inplayne termes , if he had 
not feared borhs the rable of diuiners of all ſortes , whoſe number was F | 
exceeding great, and the mallice of the braynſicks multitu.le\, which | 
had beene ouer-long bewitched with theyr wickedaefle , to reſignet © 
reaſon, | | | Phtinac kt Bt: | | 118 
From the ome of nature, it is certayne they could not derive this 1119 
gyſte, becauſeall countries hadat notalyke, from the firſt beginning” | 110 
of the world : but onetooke from another, by a kinde of imitation. ul 
Romedrew her principles from Heturria, Heturrizfrom Greece, Greece | 
from Egypt,and Egypt from Moloch, that's from Sathan : who is no | 
worſe pronided of fitre raſtrumentes to teach , then men are apte and  , 
ready to take out ſuch leſions , as are powdered and fpiced with com- | 
moditie . Cicero coafeſleth in one place, that hee could digeſt ſorne 
| Kindes of diuining reaſonablic well , if they could once becleared and 
vitted of two thinges,namely,vanitic,and parciall regarde, which is 
all one : y if hee would lyue without ayre, flake his thyrft withour HIS | 
moyſture,or feede without ſuſtenaunce , When Prufias refuſed ro en- ; 1f40 
counter with his enimie , becauſe the bowelles of the beaſtes dyd pro- | 
- miſe bad ſuccefle : that woorthy Hanniball enquired, whether it were ' 114.8 
| more conuenient to giue credite in this caſe, to the ſonne of a young {1 
heyfer,ortheskyll of an olde generall . Flaminius(ſome thinke) was 1B 
ouerthrowne for making flight account of all abodes , but that could BET | 
no way bethe cauſe : for tharQ. Paulus (pedde rather worſe then ber- Way | 
ter, at the feeld of Canne, notwithſtanding hee were moſt preciſe and 
ſcrupulous jn obſeruing rytes of auguration , and this is holden by the 
writers to be certayne that if Czſar in deſpight of all his Prophets and | i 
Aſtrologers,bad not made a ſteppe before winter into Aﬀerike,his eni- 11. 
: ; 


4 


- mes ( hauing joygned and vnited all rheyr forces in one body) would { 
hauepur the quarrel in great haſarde , Wherevyppon it is recorded as a 
—_ in him with the reſt, that hee gaue no credite or regard to Pro< * OO 

etes, | + yo 

: We finde not one Pliloſopher of good account, that admitteth a- [411 

ny other tmeane of vnderſtanding thinges to come, then by the know- [96 

ledge of theproper and next cauſes , by which they are brought to _ 

afſe, excepting Porphirie, who was a worſhipper of deuilles : and yet | | Jorue | 

rall that , 'beeing deepely piercedin the forehead lyke Goliath with ' 101; 
the poynt of trueth, be Ewart often from himſelfe-, and knowes not "wht, 

 howe to face out ſogrofile aparadoxe, lt is moſt certayne,thar one © FD) i 1-1 

the cheeſe articles, that were obieRed againſt Socrates at Athens, was \ | | 

x 

| 

| 


. 


— contempt of Oracles .” Moreouer,Galen could not produdt the iudge- 
ment of one Greeke writer , -in defence of Starre diuinitie, which not- 
withſtanding'is one of the ſureſt ſhoote-anchors, "25 20g they ſceke 
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A defenſatiue againit the poyon 
£0 tye the vellels of their vanity, Eudoxus Gnidius, who brought both 
Aſtronomy and:Aitrology out of Egypt; imbrace the firſtas a lawfull 
arte,and retected'the letter as a toye to be derided, his words are theſe, 
(a) Chaldzisin prediftione & notatione cuiuſque vitz ex natali die, 


(a) 


Cicero de non eflecred&dum, That we muſt not belecue the Chaldeis or Aftrolo- 


diuin.lib.z, gers(for by a figure all is one)in theyr prediRiones & obſeruations of 
the fortune of mens AR AK day of theirnatiuity. Againe, Camby- 

(b) ſen(b)prenituit maleuolis Magorii vocibus tam facile fuifle perſuaſum, 
Euſe, in ora, Cibyles repered:that he had ſuffered hirnlelfe ro be fo eaſily perſwaded, 
conſt, a4 bythe ſpightfull-or malicious {peeches of thoſe nien, whom by contra- 
linRaccap.17 rie (as | ſuppoſe) they called, Sapicntes'a non ſapiendo, as Montes with 
the Gramarians are deriued. a mouendo, quianon mouentur, becauſe 

they are not mooued. Caſlander wrotegthat they which gaue themiel- 

_ ues moſt earneſtly to the ſtuddy of theſe myſteries , were often toyled 

and encombred with a world of doubts: but very fildome fatiſfied with 

any ground:-of reſolution . Scilax  plyed-them in his youth'when witte 

was greene,and gaue them ouer in his age,, when jt was ſeaſoned with 

the ſalt of experience . Anaxagoras-was c6mitted to the common iayle 

(c) ar Athens,and preſerued only at the ute of(c)Pericles with'great adoo, 
Plutar. in for publiſhing a Treatiſe of Eclipſes of the Moone , for ſince ſhee was 
Peric. admitted for a goddeſle in the Temple,many ſtoode in doubt whether 
it might ſtand with piety,cither to ſtint or meaſure out her courſe with 

a compaſſe, Otauius diſcovering that by prophecics, ſtrange tales and 

' buzzis were conueyed.into the peoples beads; comanded 2609, of their 

(4) volumes to be conſumed in one(d)flame: retayning ovely thoſe of Si- 
Suet.in oft. 4,11. nor ſo much for tructh perhaps, as for antiquitie , Inthe tyme of 
P35 Claudius itfared worſe with them, for a decree was publiſhed , -De(c) 
(c) Mathematicis ltalia pelledis,of driving Aſtrologers quite out of Italy. 
Taci. aunal, yp nts dyd the lyke (f),, during the tyme of his empire . But Ty- 
lib.z. berius'exceeded all the reſt in hampering'this kinde of men, for finding 


14 Lo, hik how daungerous they haue beene euer to the'ſkate of 2 comon-wealth, 
Cem, Art. would often craue their opini6 on the top of a(g) ſteepe rocke yon 
lib. tothe ſea: to thisende , that ſo ſoone as any friuolous of yaine wor 


(8) cameoutof their mouths, they might foorthwith by breaking of their 

oy 1M. neckes,doo penaunce for tizeir folly. Nero,dealt with them.in tearmes 

19cno. of lyke ſeuerity;ar the firlt beginning of his xeigne, that is,ſo-long as he 

was either good.orled bygopd auie& though his mother betame ro 

much addicted-to thoſe royes,it:skilleth'vor,fer as (h)S;Jerome-writes: 

G6) Nunquam a mals examplaſumpotut-cerenied in ſeculi rebus ſemper a 
Hieron,ad mMeliore parteancita menta virturum ſunt, Examples ought neuerto be 

Jul drawne from the wicked ſort , for in the dealings of the world, encou- 

7 ragement.t9-vertne commeth from the better. After this againe; in the 

dayes of Alexader they were put to this harde choiſe,cither to forlweare 


theyr artegor tg foxſake theyr countrie. The Emperors, Dioclefian and 
| Maximin 
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Mazim{o;helddit for x lawfall thing topmAiethe rules bf Geometry: L- artem C. 
Ars aurety Mathematica d5nuþiliveſt & oftinimoinerdits,burthe ih 9c mal.cr 


of Aſtrol ogy ay chey for ſo we' muſt tranflate itn this plice) jd datty! Marth. 
nable arid forbydden altogether. If avy matiexcept againſt my tranfla2 
ting thisword, Mathematica into Aſtrology ;Ifitlt prefiitmeto watrir 


it by thevety text of the lawe it ſelfe, wherein Ars Mathematica, is ſpe- 
cially &ſtinguiſhed from Geometrrie': whereas according to the larger 


and more ample ſence'of Mathemarica , Geotnerry i#3 braunch of the 
Mathematiealles, ' Apaine, we findethar inthe yerie nexr lawe, Mathe« 
, matici are'matched;'Cum Chaldzis aruſpicbus augutibus, &c. which 
prooues them to be none of thoſe whomethe lawes'doo tollerate, ' ,,, , 7 
Befide,not onely Aulus Gelius , who notwithſtanding'is a'wyrneſſe vs 
Rrong enough, rouching the proprictie of the phraſe, bur Cor, Tacitus, 
and Tertulljan a/DoCour of the Church ,-togirher' with diverſe of the 
beſt learned Dottours of the ciuill lawes] affirme Atrologosand Mz4 
thematicos to cocerne one thing: eyther by a figure,or xzr2xmoxsc,that 
ts by abuſe of the common phraſe of fpeeche\, or becauſe the Prophetes 
went about to ſhaddaw therr' vnlawfull ftadyes with a miſte of honor, 
Irrepunt enim vitia ſub ymbra ſpecieque vittutum , for vices creepe in 
for the moſt parte (ſayth $, Ierome) vnder the ſhadowe and pretence of 
vertucs. Theſe matters are ſo playne and euident,as I cannot ſitthciently: 
woonder at theyr ſhameleſſe forebeads , which of late have ſought to 
ſatiſhie this place with faricies of their-owne/& lykewiſe with deuiſes of 
theyr freends, without ſo'much as any figne of probabilitic i norwith- 
Riding I defire to ynderſtand, how they-wyll ſnfeaway thecenſures of 
the Emperors, Conſtans & Iulian, who haue-added to the former penall 
lewes a coſtitution of their owne, Vet ſikatomnibus perpetuo divinidi 
 eurioſitas, that the curjoſityofdiuining be layde to Nleepe & put to ſci- 
lence,norin ſome bur in all / nor thivkinde'or that, but Vniderſa divis _. , + 
nandi curiofitas;not for a'tyme, but fot'euer. | It pitties me'to thinkein 
theyr behalfe,how many ſtripes they ſhould habe borneinthoſe daies, 
for contending by the ſtroke of wil againſt the ſtreame of order.1tſer- 
ueth not theit turne; to gelle that Magicke js excluded jn thoſe eros 
rather then Aſtrology,as well for that which hath beene ſayd'betore,as 
to prevent the jarre of repeating one thiog ſundry times without effect: 
lyke colewoonts twiſe ſodden, for in that very-tytle; prouifion is made 
(by anotherlawe)againſtall ſuchasdiſtorbethe'edtioh vſe of the foure | 
clements,(by prate oP arte Magicke tautvthelyues of inthocentanÞ#rp_ 4; x 
| honeſtmen;; call ypon familiats'& damned ſpirites for revenge again jc 
theyr enimies,Autenarrandisſomgijsoccultaor atiquam diumandi ar- ,, 1 
tem,or concealea kinde of dinining atte vader the colour of expoiiding 
dreams, & altogither argadiqdged tothe paines of death, Tiquinatuz 
peregrini,as aliens fro nature,enimies to makind;& ſuch as Ipſam pro- 
pemodil MaieſtatE pulſaor , do almoſt ſtrike at the ſoueraine maieſtie, 


Ptolome 


Ad Paul: 
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A defenſetiaie againit the poyſon 
"Ptolome himſelfe durſt never warrauvt his prognoſticating -aymes 
to be Exate veras exaCtly true , and therefore in my judgement t is 
worthy the $1. Aer all the learned men which bane ſpronge 
out of the Vniuerſity of Parris, fince the time of Charles the: great and 
.of Alcuinus, wbom I take to be the firſt that publickely profiled arte 
therein : notpaſſing two.or three have vndertaken to defend divining 
by the ſtarres,and choſe all rather to diſplay theyrwit, as others baue 
commended baldneſſe; baniſhmear, folly;the'gowre,&c.. then for that 
they. meant ro giue any grace or-credite.to the matter ,. By this experi - 
ment we may conceiue, howe iuſt confideration mooued Iamblichus, 
(though be were a porphireſt) to iudge , that albcit at the firſt ſome 
 Iambl.de knowledge had.beene taken from the ſtarres :' Confuſam tamen hu- 
miſt Egipt. manis opinionibus exiguum veritatis lumen retinuiſle. , yet nowe the 
ſame was ſo confounded and obſcured with-opinions of men, | as it re- 
tained init lelfe eyther no light atall, or a-very ſmall glimſe of certain 
2 It hath beeneſhewed,, howe great-an enemy king Saule was to the 
| progges of his time, while he depended vppon the louc & care of God 
and againe, howe deſperately he ruſhed into Satbans nets, after he was 
giuen vppe to the pryde of his owne humor. In like manner , by hawe 
dilligent and ready meanes lofias:, Ezechias, and the godly Princes, 
ſought to extirp and roote them out of theyr dominions | Theſe 'ex- 
armples may be ſuted with the like of chriſten Princes, of whom it was 
 fonolde by Eſay,that they ſhould be foſter-fathers', and that Queenes 
Euſeb.de ſbouldbe Nources of the Church &c,For Conſtantine had no ſooner 
% vita Con. li, Tid his handes of Licinius his falſe and moſt ynkinde competitor,but be 
+> pdt began ro clenſe and purifie-the ſtare after the beſt manner, publiſhing 
; andenaQting this law forthwith Ne quiſquam ſuperuacancas aut curi- 
Ad 19.19, Was queſtiones moliri auderet,thatao man ſhoulde preſume to deale 
AACte13.19+ with queſtions that were ſuperfluous .or curious, alluding as it ſeemerh 
vato thoſe which in the AQts are ſayd, CuriolaſeQtari. Whereyppon, the 
Euſe. devita creſte of glozing prophets was ſo ſore 2bated and taken downe, as the 
Conſt.lib.z. godly myght be bolde to demaunde,V,bi nunc efſent draconum fibila? 
Cap. 62, what was now become of the hiſſing of thoſe dragons , 'which had fo 
lovg wherted theyr jnfeCtiue teethgand ſpitre out theyr -poyſon: againſt 
Sor. lib Chnſt and hiskingdome + Ab. huwſmodi.enim rebus &c.. For from 
"$54 5.cap.t, ſuch thinges we are enioyned'by Gods lawes,to divert both our fighte 
6 11000 af and our hearing. Valentiticatt cauſed Maximus the coniurer to be ridde 
| PARIS = © out of the way for practizing his arte,and ſo much were vngodly Pro. 
Jderwhilh, phers hated & deteſted in thoſe dayes,as Iulian (becauſc it was not law 
Hb 3. ©P-9) full to profefle thoſe vanities in open ſhowe) was faine to make a ſteppe 
| g 4 thens,and there to conkers in ſecrete places wath'his learned coun 
34Y Seri tt 3 . 3 LUSTER O7 t [1 Bot, 
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_ +1. Fle w the Bifhoppe of UTR PEI jr 99 99 Lib.z. cap. 
for'bap fing the prieſt of Hercules the god 0 bs x: who had-becne 33- 


tonuiſted of arte, magicke. - Euſebius,Emiſſcnus, beeing otherwiſe (for 
any thiogilfiude)a learned and a godlie boppegns Jerued with like Lib.z.cap.s 
procelle, for profefling the ludicialles of &ſtrology., Moreover, it ap- 

peareth by that learned father Epipbanius , that Aquila the fiſt inter- 

preterand tranſlator of the'word of God'ont.of ;Hebrew into Latine,,. 

was expelled out of the minifterie-of, the Church-for nove-ather eaule, = (3) 
then(a)Quid geojturarum/inſpeRionibus, & pavuitatur divinationi- Fpiphan. de 
bus vacaret, He gauc himaſelfe to looking into rymes/of bynth , and di- pond, ct 
nining by natiuities, Saint(b) Auguſtine refuſeth to receiue an Aſtro- menl. 
loger into the boſotne of the Chureh, without folemne penavee doons o— . (b)- - | 
before , and they that onely barbour and lodge theminabeyr houſes, Auguſt, in 
that is(to ſpeake with ſaint Paule)tbat doo eytber(c)Facere, vel conſen> Plal.6r. * 
tire facientibus,comminte the faulte or conſent to-thoſe that dgo.com- —(c) 
mitte the ſame:;.are ſtynred at the periaunce of five yeeres by the coup; Rom.1.32. . 


: __celbof (d)Ancira/.,1: The Emperonrs (ce) Valeunand Valenunian,made (d) 


the-nouices as guiltic-as the DoRours of this arte., and they,that ſeeke Conc, Anc, 
to knowe the properties of Srarres with this intent-:; Vt ex illis futuro; Can, zr. 


rum euentus rimentur /, thatby them they maye divine of .euentes t&@  (c) 


come:,ate botdenby the (f) decrees ro-beculpable of grofle-ldolatrie; L.Culpa.C, 
Gould be noyſome tp,the de Mal. er 


world(as E{ay: wrizes of others) g)Cum ſunt moleſti Deo,when GOD Matth. 26, 
himſcle dooth-finde then > wn AA Tertullian is of che-tmminde, (t) 


De Aſtrologis(h) rieloquendum quidem efle ;-|/Fhat we ſhould not fo q. 11.c.ſcd 
much as poke of Aftrologers : his reaſons are, firſt, becauſe they gue etil]ud, 

a kinde of honour ynto [dolles;in ſuffering their names to.be tegilſtred (8) 

in heaven, as of Mars, lupiter, Venus, Saturne, &c..|\Secondly; becauſe Eflay.7. 3. 
they ſeeke to tye and tedder vs, to:the:courſroof Planetres, makingimall (h) 
account of the prouidence of GO D;; which 1s privateto biubſell «and Tertul, de- - 
thyrdly:, becauſe theyr groundes and principles were 3nverued: by tbe Idolat, . 


deuyll ::to conclude,as well Aſtrologers(fayth be)as their wicked Av- 

gelles,are excluded out of heauen, Eadeny parnaexitiy & difcipulis & 

magiſtris;and there is one-penalty of deſtrutton-provided,, bothe for 

the ſchollers and the maiſters | .. Saint Clement inuczghes bytterlie a- (1) 
10ft thoſe, which aſcribed 6) Veberihbzdinem/mans furorem, Jung Clemens | 

in/aniam,&ec.. To Venus luſt, to. Mars rage, ro:the Mooyelunacie, to Recognit. 

Andromeda banniſhment,to Oreori an-ivfluence:ofhuvring, to Cano- 11b. 9. * 

pu$,2 defire to fiſhe to Meduſas ſtarre, ſudden death,&c, (k) ' Oragene 0) : 

accountes Aftrologic for one of thecheefeſt bayres'of Sathao , [which Origin 

we renouncein our baptiſme;;,.' Gregorie Naziatizen fuppolſcth, that Nuw.cap 18 

we maye as cafilieconceyue howimany wyll.be.dropke;by fight of the 

glafſewhich comeynes the wine, Cade Poke cogonles by gaping 
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A defenfatine ugainf the yoyfou 

on his chaire of State: as whar oueforranes ſhall be by looking oti'the 

Planettes , 7Saint Auguſtineis aftayde,leaſt he ſhould deale too lybe? 
rally 0u-99r70\ om the knowledge of the Starres , which we call 

| Aſtronomy + leaſt men beeing mooued and proucked with-the fiveet« 
"__ of the bayte,, ſhould enter deeper thien the word of: G OD wyll 


r. | ©: 7 11.73: 7 | 6.94 

In another place; having brought a multytude of ſuperſtitious obs 

_ ſeruations, wherof ſome lt ecknnar fel with tyme,others pub- 

liſhed and'{pread abroad , to the great offence of godlyneſſe and all 

(a) godly men, at length concludeth; Necab hoc genere'ſegregandos 


qui olim{1) Geneth liaci propter natalium dierum , nunc autem 
dottrina , Mathematicivocantur,which were i» olde tyme called Genethliaci ; for 


| chciſtiana;”, obſeruing the byrth dayes, bur now Mathematikes,8&c.Wherby we are 


to note alſo, for-proofe of that which was ſer downe before, rhattheyr 
_ Mathemarici,were the ſame with our Aſtrologers, for though(ſaith he) 
© they take x perfeCt eſtimare of the poſition of rhe-heauens ,- ar what 
_ timewefyiſt came into the warld, Tamen quod inde conantur aftio» 
_ * nesnoſtras,velactionum cuenta predicere, nimiserrant , 'Yetin'that 
| (ayth he)they take vppon them to foretell by this, rour ations 
themſelues,or the ſequell and eucntes of them, they {werue exceeding - 
tye. After this,he commenderh y the iudgement of Hippocra« 
res, foraftribing:the reſembl that is c6monly betweene twinnes, 
. + rather to equallity,or rather once agaybe (to-borrow the termes of the 
fchoolcs) to enidleof bias nlicontornteyio bringing yp,then 
20 the moment of out byrth, which he calleth madneffe. - 

+ | SaintCiprian, according; inone tune:wirk all the reſt, diſchymerh 
- viterly the fellowſhip of rhoſe- which offcaded wyllingly , in hopgthar 
martysdoine ſhoald make a-cleere difpatche of alt che ſcore, and after 
AP Ws. 4 16 intorheſc byrrer: wordes:  Huic Martirio fpem tradanr, 

Cypr. de qu6s 'Mathematicidocuerunrhabere decraſtino przſcicntiam , & has 
fingu. clenc. corona expectent,qui ſuper:angelos & Chriſtum. per Aſtrologos didi- 
cerunt {cirertEpora,que a, 0-4 ſua poteſtate. Let them delyuer 
vp theyr hope to this martyvdome , whom the Mathemaricians hiaue 
taught to haue foreknowledge ofto morrowe , and letthem looke for 
cheſs garlandes or rewardes, whome Aſtrologers haue inſtruſted in the 
' knowledge of rymes/, which the: Father hach pur in his owne power 
1dem de  ©nely,aboue Chtiſte and his Angelles , and againe, bee. gtaunceth at 
dup. Mart, theyr ignorauuce, Qui ob febriculam ad incantatorum remedia con= 
_ fugtunre, Which flic to the remedyes of witches for the fitteof an ague, 
and leaſt we ſhould fo farre-deceyue our ſelues, by — that the 
Fathers onely pgs which were Idolaters with all : Saint 
Auguſtine diſtinguiſherh. our Mathematicos & Planetarios from all 
the reft , reproouing bothe-kindes alyke , and with no great 'oddes in 


INCA 


. 


| © of ſigpoſed prophecies, 
meaſure , Beſide Tertullian is of the minde, that whatſoeuer was ſet 
downe by Chriſte and his Apoſtles againſt coniurers,ſhould baue been 
950, cn. 7 » they had mettewithany : (a) Ga) 
Nzcum tnagiapunitur, cujus cſt ſpecies Aſtrologia,vtique & {ſpecies in qo... 1 1. 
genere damnarur,for when Magics is oodernned hero Aﬀologic Idolar ; 

215 hoſden for one kinde,the braunch b eas mY nr 116 in ; 
body, therefore it is veric fitlic noted by the ſame: 


the Iewes aske fignes, and the Greekes preach 26.21. 
Chriſt crucified: Tocbdude (d) Nibil ſcis Mathemartice, fi nefciebas (d) 


te fore chriſtianum. Non eſt regrium.ce]orum ſperarc cuius radiusaut Tertul, de 

by r mares whoa knoweſt fothing Aſtrologer,ifthou'did- 1dolat. Las 
t not foreknowe that thou ſhouldeit become achriftian , he canygot trice, 

hope for the kingdome of heauen thar/abuſeth heauen' , eyther with his 

finger or his compaſſe.' Chryſoſtorme defireth to conferre with thoſe, 

which arrogate or chall&ge ro them{clues the'gyft of foretelling things 

co.come: (e) Omnesenim iſtiuſmodi preſtigiasDei gratia irrideo, For (c) 

by the graze of God(fayth he)Ideride and fcorne all ſuch kindes of il- In 2. Tim, 4 


lufions. He toucheth matters neerer to'the quicke, vppon the fizſt ro the Homul.$. 
Galathiaos,atid-vp6 thevirſtof Mathow, calling thern(f) Superſtitiolam . (f) 


ſuperſtitions 1yranty of the deſtinies . - In another 1bidem. 


place, I[le inquit furatus eft,&c. He ſayrh,the falſe Prophere ſtale, but ir © 
# alye,for they know nothing,& vpon the As he afhimeth in plaine In Atta. 


rermes (g)| Sathanicum efle tribuere aliquid natjuitatibus, Thatitis a Hom.4 6, 
denilliſh thing to aſcribeany iudgernentso tauuities. I could repeate (bh) 
Tertullian againe,where be recordeth this among other exrours of the Contr.mart. 
Marcionites, (h) Aſcendentem neſcio quam fortunam vel infoxtunium lib.z, 
naſcentibug! adferre, That an aſcendent bringeth+1 knowe not what © 
ks happeor yll to chyldren at theyr/byrth., and ſaiorAvguſtine 
ykewiſe, where he calles it (1)M 1 errorem-magnam dementiam, 
cx notatione fyderum velle naſcentium mores & euenta pradicere, A () | 
at errorand madneſſe,, to preſume that the manners. or euentes of De doctri. 
e that come into the world, maye be faretelde by dilligent obſer- Chriſt. lib, 
ging of the Starres; againe;where he accuſeth Manes and his Diſciples of CP 22+ 
ealiog by this arte + butthis ſhall ſuffiſe: (tyll 1 be prouoked further) 
for a taſte of that fweete copcord and agreement which is found amovrg 
the Fathers;,: not onely indifcredite df all other ayming and diuining 
craftes, but euen of Starre diuinity ir ſelfe ; which is-ſo greatly magni- 
nificd ad applauded by the credulous, © ;-: Bo 87 $67 
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1 | 14 wpilconclude onlyinidithe indgement of hat wotrky tan; of lt 
ig rable memorie,Cardinall;Poole j. who-beeing certified by 
i one of his2cquaintaunce, wh felled knowledge of. thele fecrete fa- 


q 
-utours of the Starres, that he hould be rayſed and aduaunced to:great 
_ calling in the world: made aunſwer, that whatſocuer was portended b 
Dauditius in the figure of his rth,or generation, accordihg to the courſe of fleſhe, 
vitz Poli; . {Was cancelled and altered, according/to the grace of his ſecond birth or 
regencration by'water.and the holy Ghoſt , 1i-the bloud of his redee- 
mer ; -Wherevponhe gaue aduiſe vnts/ hisfreend, in no wiſe ro.depend 
ypon ſuck ſlpper holds; aveytherarenot any:thingat all, or obſcured 
& eclipſed altogether by a'fecond diſpofition,meaning, that as by Ad4 , 
we were borne to dye,ſo by Chriſt we ſhould both-remaine and raigne 
_ for euer, / Thus having put them quite befidethe comfort and relcefe 
4, of they looked for,by the countenance of learned men: let vs proue what 
6 $4 * Het. - haye! bee further: youched ,. fora colgur of-this falſe ems A 21 
As IN. \. | -Melanthon fayes;thi#t Moſes,Efay;leretny, with all the reſt, impugne 
#1 . © Botaltkinds of dinining,Defuturis cotitigentibus:.but rather the pre« 
ſurnprion ad pride of man, ini labburing:tovnderſtand thoſe ſerretes 
which are reſcrued onely to himſelfe,as of the latter daye,&c. :But this 
t.Sam.28. aunſwerewyll-not byde the touch, forthetbipgs which were demaut- 
ded of the Sorcereſſe , were matters of-no ſachextreeme importaunce; 
as the knowledge of the latter daye,, and yet :we{ce thar God condem« 
| neth them;with rhe'playneſt and-moſtperemprory-cenſurethat may be 
4 -Reg.t. imagined”; Againe;/toyuske whether Ochozias ſhould bee cured:'of 
—— his br00, was a marter of ſmallweight; and:yerir was conceyued ava 
woorthy cauſe of reprobation ; bur cheefely we are to nore, that theſe 
_ wordy of the Prophetevttered in generalltie. Annunciate quz yentu« 
Eſay,41-23* x2 ſunt in futurutm,8 ſciemus quia dj eftis vos, tell what ſhall cometo- 
_ paſſe; in tyme to.come;and we wyll know that ye are gods,and aagine, 
| Vbinficſuntſapientes tui?-- Anunciettibi & indicent quid cogitaueri 
© Dominus exercituuny 1 deb p.þ! nay : Whefe-arc now thy wiſe ment. 
Eſay-19-1%- 7.6 -chemdeclare/yntothee, andiudge wharthe God of hoaſtes hath 
intended againſt Egypt,&c.  Aﬀure vs inplayne termes;thatthe gefſes 
of the Prophetes are notin any ſort to be regarded . They fayethat 
Moſes was inſtruſted inthe myſteries of Egypt, it may welb beſo long 
as hee was brought vppe in the Courtof Egypt , -; the daughter of the 
| King,and ſq wee finderhathee flewa man ; Neyther ought itto ſeeme 
Gen. 42.15, ſtraunge, fince Ioſeph lyKewiſe dwelt ſo long there, that he beganneto 


EZ +» $1 a hy ———_——_—_—— - 
ISR prrocrugm 7 d q _—_—_ -4 


Ge. = aw © 


OY 

bed A 
$4 a; 2 
£ SH—_— 


—H 
«So + 
* - 
A 
. , 
= - __ 
I 5 
Ys *P Fr ow. 
uw Gps. 
A. —_—_— 


ſeare-, Per faluten Pharaonis' . Daniel was brought yppe among the 
Chaldeis/; Pauleat the feete of Gamialiel ;Dionefius Areopagita ; in 
the ſtuddy'of the Starres, &c; Bur fince\none reſo fitte 'to1ndge of 
tructh;vppon repentaunce of theyr follies paſte, as they that haue becne 
once entrapped inthe ſnares of guyle; ſocanthis inſtaung helpe rug 
F 1 vttle,. 


rb 


of 


knowledge ofhys truch,anyrone of theſe: 
Liſe of theſe apiſh toyes whichare the baits of ignoraunce |: 

: 1 They tell vsfurchermore;thar becauſe Elcanaaſcendit-ſtaturis diebus 
vt adoraret,went vppe at ſette times to-worſhip; Naaman departed from 1. Reg. 2.3. 


the Prophet Elizeus Elefto tempore at a choſen time,and Chriſt ſayde 
his howre was not come as yet 2 therfore timesare to be. regarded'and 
obſcrued.in our dealinges.&c.To the firſt I annſwer,that both the time 
and place was limitted,wherein and when the faithful} ſhoulde rep: 
to.the ſerujce of their God 2and therefore we mult not referre this note 
to the fortune of the day, but to'the preſeript of the commaundemenr 
The ſecond-argumet hath no kind of affivitie with the matter,in defece 
wherof-itis allcaged, for if Naaman choſe the time of his departure fr6 
the prophex; it was by.diſcreti6 not by Aſtrologie. Thucidides reports, 
that the PcJopineſians gaue vppe the fiege of Platea Sub ortum arcturi, 
There was'a centaine time alſo, : about whichthe kinges of 1ſracll'and 
Tuda were: wontro goe foorth'to battatle, Vertente anno, / at the'tour- 
-ningor changing of the yeere; (Salomon accoungs it the part of a'wyſe 
man, Loquiverbum ini rempore/; to vtrer his A 
thinges have theyr time (ſayth the preacher) and all thinges that are 
yuder the cope of heauen paſſe ouer in theyr ſeaſon. There 13 a time to 
ſpring and atimeto dyec,a time to plant and a time to plucke vp, a time 
of familiarity,and atime of ſequeſtration, x time of ripping anda time 
of fowing,a time of warre and a time of peace;a time of loue & atime 
-oF hate, a time'of filence and a time of vtteraunce ; a time of weeping 
and a time of fmiling : toconclude, Cunt fecit Deus bona in tempo- 
re ſ10,God made all thinges pood.in theyrtime , and therefore were 
the ſonnes of Ifſachar accounted learned, Quia nouerant fingula tem 
ra,ad przcipiendum quid facere deberer Iſrael, becauſe they knew 
fitteſtrimes, wherein to giue inſtructions to lirael] what they ought-ro 
doo &c. Vppon the hikelihoode of fayre weather we nay diſpote and 


prepare our ſelues,to'take 10 hand & ioutney orarwenterpriſe,” and /huſe 
band men likewiſe make choiſe vf times: toſowerheir ſeede, and yet 


not one of all theſe regardes the diſtnall.dayes ; which are obſerued in 
our Al:manackes, or frames affayresaccordingto-the-fauour of the Pla- 
nets. For who.can thinke', - that one- and the-ſelfe ſame conſtellation 
ſhould not aſwell incline our wittes to take the courſe which 1eadeth 
__ happe,as difpoſe the'ſare , although we neuer gazed on the 
"F]Aanets.' {i Hi&USA0 34112 777 FL | LO EH0DES 
' It was well ayde by the Philoſopheryfetting prouidence afide(wher- 
'of ry orient ry —_— eGicnis rather an irhpedi- 
ment, then/afurtheraunee or helpe to thole that ſhall bee fortunate by 
e414 feng 01 who ud 126i MEARIO '' haunce 


prooue;thatafrer they werecalled'bytheigtace of Godto 
pertiſted 1a the courie or prag- 
120 


4-Reg.s.19 


loh.2.4. 


Thuci, li.z. 


ſpeeche.in ſeaſon, | All 2:Reg.11.7, 


Pro, 25, 11. 


Eccl.3. 


1.Par.12.32, 
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Juſtinjanexiling all ſortes of falſe P 


of fypsedpropheie 


 chaunce: and+herefore bylike reaſon I may iudge , that labour bel- 


peth lictlezwhere the fauoures areprefcribed'by necellity, As 15 wy 
worke, 


dooth teach beſide, chat they whicheyther begin any pt 
or take-a iourney,ora = ro ry the Upper hopes that 
arc affoorded by the ftarres : euer ipedde much worſe then Tobi 


28 with the reſt, who:committing themſclues onely'to the care -of God, 
conſulted withno byrds of Egyprt.Ninus who deteſted all Aſtrologers 
with theyr deceites, fuppreſſed Zoroaſtes, who woulde deale in nothing 
without: theyr encouragement. e with his garde of Prophets 
loſt his head,and Czſarby covtempt ot Oracles ſubdued :his enemie. 
-Iofias drave them out of Iuda,and prenailed in all thinges be tooke m 
Kande.Saule ſeeking in deſpight of God,ts know more then the prieſts 
or Prophets could ,made ſhipwracke both of life and honour, - 
with theyr bagge and ba 
gage,did floriſh as a conqueror : whereas lulian admitting them, wit 
all theyr packes of falſhodeand blaſphemous lyes,did periſtvas a caſt a- 
m_ _ pulchra hac eſt cleftio? O how brauea choſe 
js this of times & opportunities? let ys put a caſe, of beginningaoog 
iourney by dyreCtion' of the Planets. And firſt I would be glad to vn+ 
derſtand by them, whither the gratious and fauourable beames of Ju- 


piter (who ruleth in thoſe matters,as they teach) affe the perſon or 


the iourney : if the firſt , then albeit we doo not pane take horſe, 
yer is there ſuch a certaine and ſecure foundation of proſperous ſuccelle 
already layde by the benefite of the conſtellation againſt: /an other 
rime,aswhenſocuer we diſpoſe our {clues torryde,it is all one, asf wee 


had begunne before, according to that rule of theirs , - obſerued both 


injComets and natiuities,and that the Planets broche not theyr cffes 
foorthivith.as ſoone as they beginneto ſignifie, buteftſoones a good 
while after &c.If the conſtellation affeft nor the perſonne, but the 10ur- 
ncy,or whatfocutr other enterpriſe hetakes in hande, let them prooue 
by reaſon, by experience 1; - or any ſound authority , thar the beames 
of lupiter are able ofthem-ſelues to'bring fayre weather, cleer the ſeas 
from Pirates,and the-wayes from; theeues , and to diſpoſe all accidents 
in ſuch a formall courſe, as may be tuckye to the trauailonr, which will 
be hard, conſidering howe: many divers/thwartes of 3ll atfefted Planets 


happen by the way,to empeache and crofſe the former graunt of Iupi- 
Yes | | | 


|  Befide,confidering howe difficulya-poynt:it'is to;perſwade 4 man of 
good conceit,that Jupiter muſt ſtil! prevaile, ſo long as my iourney is 
on foote ,- and that the former figure of the. Planets lecſerh no patr of 
his influence, before my trauaile haue an-ende;or that the ſtarres muſt 
wayte vppon my ſtirrope : it ſtandeth chem in-hand to prooue, that nor 
the fopner but another Iupiter beginnes to ſmile, as ſoone as | prepare 

wy 


frogs ag? , 
| A defenſative againi thepoyon 
my felfe 16 take-:ny horſe,orels giue credite to a certaine foree imagi- 
ned,which peirher bath a fountaine whence to {pring,a ſubie wherein * 
to conſiſt, nor a ground whereyppon to ſetrle, a” 
Thus much by the way, l thoughtit requiſite to note, that the play. 

neſt wittes |may iudge, bow farre all ſcriptures, reaſons and authorities 

are from awarding any fauour to'theyr parte, which choppe & chaunge 

the Planets|ike a Ship-mans hoſe, ' according to the figures of theyr 

owne imagination. To the places taken out of $, Iohn, (a) Non. dur — (a) | 
venat COT time & howre is not come as yet,and again, Non- loh,2.4, 
ne duodecim ſunt horz diei,” (b) are there not twelue howers of the (Þ) 
day &cj by which they woulde pretendea certaine intereſt in times :1 loh.11.9. 
annbeer chariick almuck as it (c) behooued Chriſt to ſuffer and to ryle (©) 
againe from the deade, nor becauſe the Planets mooued him to this ACt.17. 3. 
Sed quia(d)\yoluir, but becauſe,as the Prophere writes, he woulde:there © (4) 

is no doubt bur the very minute, wherein-alt the miracles and mercies Eſay.53-7. 
ſhould be wroughrby Chriſte, were prefixed in the(e) prouidence of (£) 


God before the worlde was made;and thus the places of $.lohn by rea Job.12,27. 


ſon ought tg be conceiued, otherwiſe when we reade, thar Chriſt be- 

ſought his father to ſaue him from that howre ,, that Zacharie was at 

his prayers. at the(f) time of incenſe, that a feuer left the Noble-mans 7.1k, 1 10, 
ſonne Cnr (g) Hora ſeptima, that Ex (b) illa hora, from - (g) 
that hore, the Diſciple; tooke the bleſſed Virgin for his mother, and 1g, 3.53, 
the the Diſciple for her ſonne, that Teſs cryed our at the ninth howre, {(þ) 


(i)My God, my God why haſt thou forſaken me? thar/Peter and Paule 1h, 19.15, 
went vppe into the dings at the(k) ninth hower of prayer : wee muſt 7 


ſuppo e., that Iupiter and Mars inſpired and enforced theſe eftetes Maa vr s I 
J | 


ich were not onely wicked,burt befide ridiculous . They preſſe vs (k) 
further with $. Paulcs aſſertion, that God ſent bis ſonne in(1) Plenitu- AR, z.r, 
dine remporis &c.in the fulnefſc of rime; as though the ftarres had kept (l) 
20 audite of his comming : but this euidence hath cutte their throtes, Gal.4.4. 
for that he meant noneother time , then that whereof the Prophers 
ſpake , appeareth by the ſharpe reproofe which followes within rene 
lines after,againſt thoſe w ch( beeing knowne of God)returned backe 
to the poore and fimple elements, obſeruing dayes,monthes,times and 
yeeres, in ſo 1nuch as he ſcemerh to be very much afraide, Jeaſt in thys | 
reſpeR he haue labourcd in vaine among them , Non ita dies obſer- 
uamus,et amnos, ct-menſes,ct tempora , Vt non audiamus ab apoſtolo 
timeo-ne forte, ſine cauſa laborauerim in yobis , eos erym inculpat qut 
dicunt non proficiſcar,quia luna ſicfertur,vel proficiſcar vt proſpera ce» Aug, Epiſt, 
dant, quia itaſe habet poſitio ſiderum,&c. we obſeruc hot dayes,mo- \ , , 
nethes or yeeres,in ſuch ſort as we giue nor eare to the Apoſtle, ſaying, 

I amafrayd leaſt I baue laboured among you in vayne, for he reproo- 
ucth thoſe which-layd, 1 wyll not goe, becauſe the Moone is carryed 


thus 


.4.9,10, 


k 
As a EY ———— _ o 
" af ts —— "RI __ *« 

Lt 4 7 I So - = 

. 


Notes: wo 
(= Dabes © Ah). - res ROY 
R PIITER: 


—_ 

” © 

24 
[#) 


IT IS ICE # 


_ —— n 
- ea nes 7; - 
mo FS 


7 1 A I 2 GC EIS at 


p "i; en, adi -- a5 ts Su y 
0 oo Tee, On I nr gry "am ore ag a. es A a CT: 
"_ _— 
—_— —  — — — s 
of I oe ae 


. ak 
a a— 


WE CNT EEE Fe op or Fre fo OO On 


A defenjatives 


4, 
£5 


that all 


ticular | 
which altogether are condemned byhis cenſure of the Seriprures, ''' 
| From hence they-flic to the Starre , which condutted the wyſe men 
Chiyſoſt. in *2 the place where Chriſte was with his mother , bur this place dooth 
Marth, more impugnethen fortifictheyr s: foriincc it was no com- 
 mon'Starre, but deputed onely to that ende (as the Fathers thinke) wee 
maye rather judge it to hauc beene ſent of purpoſe to difprooue theyr 
tales, which thought no matter of importaunce could fall out , withe 
am. the fame were b6gnified beforchand by thoſe Startes and Planettes,vp- 
pon' whoſe diſcoucries they grounded theyr affuraunce: Credo hoc no- 
- -»,-.. | mine Cbniſtum fibiobligauerunt, I thinke(ſayth Tertullian)in ſcorne 
Tertalt. de They bound Chriſte to them by this courtefie,&c. Although, layth be, 
1dolat, | it be not found thar cuer any godly y_ after the byrth of 'Chriſt) 
; roled in natiuities.Some thought the Starre to haue been prefigured, 
y that place of the ſcripture, Stella orietur,&c. But whether it were thue 
or not; it is as lawfull to defend all dreames by that cxample of thewyle 
Matth.z, 1» Men which were warned not to-retutne to Herode ; av divjning by the 
| Starres,vp6 this one particulat exiple of the ſtar apearing,Fot Chriſtes 
eatiuity depeded-not ypon the Starre(as it was ſurmiſed by the peeuiſh 
.  - Priſcillianiſtes)withourany ground 2 but the Starre ypow his nativity, 
Greg.ho.10 in reſpe& whereof it was fyrſt created But Chriſte(ſayth Cardan)was 
borne., Prima facie virginis aſcendente , The firſt face of the virgin aſ- 
cending, whoſe proper image is a virgin nouriſhing a chylde : ergo, we 
may not deny, that the Starres and Planerres wrought in his natwitye. 
What credite may be giuento Images,hath beete debared and diſcuſ- 
ſed more art large before: ,.. whether 1 referre the Reader for his betrer 
wnderſtiding. But to theyr argument, I aunſwer by theyr owne auho- 
rity,that ir is moſt falſe, Aſcendifle primi faciem virginis , at the byrth 
of our Sautour: for then muſt it have beene at ren of the clocke,wher- 
as antiquity affirmeth it to haue beeneat twelue , and fo the Church 
obſerued it by vigill many yecres together. 2 ner a BE 221344 
As falſe it is that Mars was then in Domo mortis, to portend a blou- 
dy death ,: vnlefſe Virgo dyd aſcend, which is holden for a fable , ' If 
they -reply-ro-rhis , that though Mars ſhould remove from thence in 
Domil ſeptumam,he threatens violence no lefle, then if hee were in Do- 
mo mortis, where Aſtrologers doo marſhall him : it maye be aunſwe- 
red,and by the warrant of themſclues, that for as much as Mars is in his _ 
altitude,this daunger quayleth, Quia genicura eſt noQurna, becauſe'the 
byrth {allech our by'night,&c. Againe, Benighitas Louis'in horoſcops 
. obfiſtit 
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obiifter violentiz. the fireetenclſe or benigniry of lupitrin be horo(- 


cope alwageth violence, eſpecially the ſayde Hor being in the 
houſe of cnus, happily conioyned with the great God Tapere which 
sbaunced at the time of this natiuitie. Las 


Moreouer it is certaine , that the Mocne who beares the greateſt 
froke in Genitura noturna,in the birth night , wasthen moſt proſ- 
perous in /Domo. mortis : which imports an caſie death withour 
all force or violence . Wherefore it is more cafic to be procued by 
the principles of theſe good men , that Chriſt was never in thatago- 
Aye which faued them from hell (and truely for my part | chioke,vn- 
lefle theſe toyes be left;his death will doo them little good) then that 
eyther he was borne or crucified, according to the courſe or influence 
of Planers;But Saturne ({ay they)was in the 9. bouſe, and in tkeſigne 
of Gemini, which giueth warning both of a prieſt & Prophex, I anſwer. 


and they can not denie, that he was retrograce at that inſtant, which by. 


theyr rules abateth much of his dininity . Beſide a daughter of the 
houſe of Millane called Eleanor, was borne within theſe 80. yeeres-va- 
der the ſame figure,and yet neyther prooued a Caſſandra to giue war- 
ning of miſhappes to come,nor an Aaron to beginne the ſacrifice. The 
beſt of all is, that theyr great Baſſa Abraham Iudezus is of the mynde, 
that whoſoever findeth Saturne thus cooſorted at his binths Malus pre 
cal dubio fiet Chriſtianus, ſhall be withourall doubt a very bad Chri- 
Nan, 

Haue not we great cauſe to magnifie thatarte, which proeveth Chriſt 
the ſorme of God (of whom the godly tooke the name of Chriſtians,in 


the tender ſpring and firſt beginning of the Church at Antioch, and by Act.nn,26, 


whom we were all redeemed from the burning lake, whoſe torment 
Hath neyther ende nor remedy) to be but a badde Chriſtian. Becauſe 
Capricorne was in the lower part of keauen, and Libra aſcended at that 
inſtant,one will haue Chriſt a king ,an other to be borne ina ſtable, 
and yet theſe Figures fall out euery day without like cucnts or accidents 
Imiſlike not, tharall reaſons be accepted that may tendeto the detence 
of trueth : yer lince it neyther neederh helpe of dreames nor toes, wee 
leaue ſuch reffuſe ware ro the bankrupt 1rhidels, After this they picke 


evt of the text, that the Sunne and Moone ſhall ſhowe "po and to- Mat, 24. 2.9. 
rc ; 


kens of the jatter day,ſo ſhall the rainebowe warraunt vs, 
drownd any more heereafter with a flcode : bur as it is falſe Logicke, 
to maintaine an argument affirmatively from te parte to the whole, 
fo were it lKewiſe a grofſe error in diuinitic , to preſſe God as it were 
perforce to reueale his pleaſure , touching all eucnts and accidents to 
come, becauſe he giveth warning by expretl ſipnes of ſome perticu- 


a 


lers. 7.1 . 


It is not lawful to pervert,to racke or wreſt the word of God. , but 
| Gg.j. | looks 
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A defenſatine againſt the poyfon 

looke what he hath rec6mended by the warrant of his yoyce to marke: 
and otherwiſe to lerall Ggnes and tokens paſſe without offence, which 
are not lindced'to their proper &determinate effef by the rule of the 
Prophets, Rahab by hanging a redde liſt out of ber windowe, preſerucd- 
both her ſelfe and her heaſcholde from the ſworde ; may we cohclude 
vpan this prefidenr, that all the cittizens of lerico ſhould haue ſpedde: 
aſwel,if they had doon the like when the forces entred? Againe, be-. 
cauſe the coughing vppe of clotted bloud declares a plurifie , may wee 
gather that is a ſigne of phrenſie? This Logicke were out of ſquare,for 
wharſocuer 2eveleric , eyther vnto'one particular effec ortyme , can- 
not be noted or obſerued;as a rule for all thinges,norfor euer . Fur- 
thermore , a multirude of -cyrcamſtaunces altogether oppoſite to the 
ſcope and drifte of rheyr intent, maye be colleed out of this auftho- 
ritie'. For firſt the ſigtes whereof we are admoniſhed by Chriſte, are 
tio lefſe euident to the ſimple, then to the Doors of Aſtrology: for- 
whoſveuer hath eyes mayec ſce the chaunge of the Surme-and Moone, 
whereas Aſtrologers are woont'to arrogate a knowledpe to them ſel- 
ues,2bone the reach or compaſle of the multytude_; Secondly, theſe 
tokens warne' vs not of any good or badde ſicceſle concerning lyfe : 
but of diſtolution of fleſhe , that the ſoules.may beſaued , Thyrdlie, 
they are lyngered vntyll the comming and approching of the latter 
daye,cuen as it'were of purpoſe, leaſt the wicked might extend them to, 
the mayntenaunce of yanitie . Fourthlie,we maye note , that Chriſte 
to cutte off ſingularitic hath matched them with other ſignes,nolefle 
importaunt then themſclues :/ as rhe moouibg of the heauans ; the fall 
of Starres, the tyranny of Antechriſte,diuifion among Princes, freends 
and kinſemen, warres and brutes of warres, &c, Signum filij hominis, 
the ſigne ofthe ſonne of man, &c. And therefore may we judge con- 
cerning fortunes and natiuities , as well by theſe as any of the reſt, that 


loſu, 2,13, 


Matth. 244 
Luk,zt. 


O . o 
are expreſled in the Scripture, 


Laſt of all,albeit theſe thinges come before as meſſengers to ſum-' 
mon, to arreſt and call vs to the barre, yet leaſt we might become too: 
proude and diflolute,vpon the certaine knowledge of the time : Chriſt 

Matt.24.36, teacheth vs,that of the preciſe howre no body hath knowledge, no not 
Palm.19, the Angels,hut the Father onely. They ſay,that Caeli enatrant gloriam 
Dei, which we confefe, but in ſuch meaſure as we rather woonder ar his 
wiſedome,then grope for his myſteries.” To reade the boockes which 
Galen wrote,De vſu partium,or to ſee the cutting vp of man, would re- 
preſent as braue a muſter of Gods mightie workes to the conceyre of. 
man as the view and confideration of the Starres . and yet 1thinkeir 
would be harde to finde a man, that would not rather dye, then rake jn 
bowelles of dead menne with lulian the renegate , for knowledge of 
thinges future .. Vpon acenayne note, that Adam gaue names to the 
| | | Starres, 
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| ©. of fappuſed propheties,” 
——— conclude hini to haue beene an Aſtrologer : but as 
eaſily they may defend him to haue-beene a bowel! ſearcher or a pain- 
ter,becauic;ho gaue names vnto beaſts;&c; 1r is enough, that henamed 
them for excellencie-,-not for diuination, as our hutbandmen obſerue 
them, fot the proper knowledge of the ſeaſon of the yeere , butnot for 
prophecie: Norcontent with this, another of that crew rerayning in his 
minde that olde proce of Protogenes , that thinges-which are re- 
moouedfurtheſt out of memory , may be moſt boldly counterfeited, 
appealcth to the time of Seth, - by whom (fayth he) a number of exa&t 
and perfit rylers (concerning iudgement by the Starres) were cauſed 
to be engrauen in pillers for enftrudtion to poſterity.  Belide he proo- 
ueth by theverdite of loſephus, and certaine other of the Tewiſh Rab- 
bies,that Abraham the Patriarch himſelfe was not yoyde of vnderſtan- 
ding in theſe miſteries,triumphing and ioſultiog yppon thoſe that ſcan. 
the fables of this arte, without eyther meane or modeſty. 

Bur to lerſſlippe thefilence of x Scriptures in this poynt, which not= 
withſtanding giueth a fowle check to forgerie : I wonder what ſhould 
mooue them to byre this egerlic, at argumentes of ſoſſender holde, as 
neyther could aduauntage them nor hinder ys, though wee ſhould ad- 
mitte them to theyr vttermoſt, For who denyes, that Sethior Abraham 
might be ſq farre expert and skylfull inthe Starres, as tended to the 
knowledgeof theyr courſes,eclipſes? &c, Confidering the chyldren of 
Iſrael,as well in thoſe dayes, for diſtinguiſhing the ſeaſons of the yeere, 
as afterward , about the keeping and obſcruing of theyr feaſtes and ce- 
remonies,ffoode/in great neede thereof , and therefore diverſe gather 


yppon that place of the Chronicles , Viri eruditi qui nouerant fingula 1.Par.12.35. 


tempora,&e. That the trybe'of Hachar was bound by order to the ftu- 
dye of the Starres, as diverſe Colledges in Cambridge at this daye(ac- 
cordingto the Statute of the Founders -) are enioygnedto giue allow- 
" aunce.ynto certayneto this ende, but if any kinde of divination, eyther 
by the Plaerey or by any other meane, had beene deemed lawfull by 
the Fathers of that golden/age : it maye be thought that Moſes would 
eyther haue recommended it,together with the Sacrament of Circum - 
cifion,and other rytes obſerued long before the lawe,to the godly that . 
came after, or at the-leaſt hatteſpared arid torborne thoſe bytter and 
reprochfullitauntes and menares$.,' which are' denounced in the legall 
monumentes, Beſides,confidering howe lytle may be culled out of 
Genefis to this effe& ,, a man would woonder where loſephus founde 
theſe toyes 4 valeſie it were in Cabala whereof 1 fpake defies , or that 
they crept idto the Church by ſtealth and over-ſight, with many fowle 
abuſes more,a great while before the time of Iofephus, which nor oply 
we-that onely cleaue to Chriſte and giue ouer Moſes (further then he 
preacheth him ) bur-the Iewes themlelues , which are drowned in the 
| G 8.2. ” letter 
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| 4 defenſatine againſt the pryſon 
erter 2s a waſpe isin a ſyrrupe,, vtterly forſake and abandone as Apo- 
»griphas and counterfeytes . And whereas ſome alledge our of Metho- 
. dias 4 writer of convenient antiquitie , that one of Nves ſonnes called 
Jonicus, Futurz per hanc artem predixerit , Foretold thinges future by 
this arte : I deny that any man of iudgement ought ro marſhall this 
baſtarde impe, among the ſoanes of lyght conſidering the Scriptures, 
which deſcribe the petigrees at greateſt Jengrh , doonor ſo much as 
name or notific the perſonne of the man, much leſle deſcribe or payne 
out his qualities . B-ſide , I would not have the Reader deceiued or a- 
buſed with an __ name, for this is not thatreligious and learned 
Merhodius , of whome faint Ierome ſpeaketh in-his regiſter : bur a 
blinde, obſcure, and ruſtic writer in compariſon, ſometymes alledged: 
| by Petrus Comeſtor , butwith ſo lyttle grace or regarde of his owne- 
credite,as diverſe of. his beſt and moſt approoued freendes doo wiſhe, 
= he had beene more aduifed and diſcrete in the- choyle of his Au- 
ors. | Es 
Thus hane I fatiffied as many of theyr arguments and reaſons, as ci- 
ther I cold, find ſer downe in print; by thoſe that haue beene buſie with 
theſe thinges , or imagine in myne 0wne conceite vppon the ſhowes 
of probability. If cyther this be ſhaken (which is ſayde » or new bul- 
warkes reared in defence of diuination) I doubtnor bur the ſammc God' 
which worketh invs all,Et velleetperficere, and aliſteth trueth : wyll 
ive me grace alſo,as wel to batter the mudde walles of Samaria, as he 
th donne hitherto to flancke the fortrefle of leruſalem. 


\ Nother reaſon why we ſhould eſchewe this gilded pill, and ſugred' 
Thee crafy © © bayte of prophecies, may be alleadged,for that the Prophets them- 
cogging of ſclues cogge and lye,pretending what is probable by mans coniccture 
theſe coun- but not conceiuing what is certaine in Gods prouidence. Theſe are the- 
rerfeirt Pro- figge trees , which beareno fruite but Jeaues, they are the clowdes 
phers. that promiſe bur. let fall no rayne, the trompettes,whoſe ſound is loude 
Mat.21.19, 3nd ſhrill,bur prepareth no wiſe man to the bartaile . Theyr facrifices 
Iad 12, arefreſh,not ſeaſoned with ſalt (as God commaunded)nor theyr coun- 
1.Cor.14,s ſayles with diſcretion. Theyr Jamps wantoyle, hop meaſures weight, 
Leu.2.13, theyrſuppoſitions truerh, and theyr dealings «93% 
Mat. 25.3. _ _ Melinoreverbalaftis, 
a, _ Fel in corde frans in factis. | 
But of this let vs be ſure , that (a) Quz ſeminauerit homo meter; 
(2) looke whata mandooth ſow;that ſhall he reape,that is as the Prophet- 
Gal.s.7. ſpeaketh (b) Ex vento turbinem;of wind whurle winde;and to ſaye the 
_() rrueth, it were ar ouerfight to call the fained prophetes to any ether au- 
Oc8.7. dig, orto looke for any other meaſure ar theyr handes $ which were 


(c) fr | ok 
"ly cyer prigic (c) ro the wo purpoſes of God , who never _ = 
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. are both the (1) lippes of a ſtrumpet, and the wine of court , Quodin- bags - 3 


_ ke isflily called ro the ginne,, and that his lyfe was put in(m) hazarde, (m) 
tyll the yerie lyaer bee pierced thorough with an arrowe . (n) Dalida Pto.7. 23, 
was beautifull, but not fitte to be made acquainted with her huſbandes (n) 
riddle Hellen was a faire one,but whe the matter came to fifting in the Ind.14.7, 
Senat-houſe the wiſeſt of the copany choſe rather to diſpatch 015 Frog , 
rhe pur their ſtate in bazarde. The ſprings (0) of Bethel were exceeding - (0) 
fecte, but Dauidhad rather die for thirſt rhe drinke his peoples blood i ns 
that is, with the perrils of the lives of his ſubies, Venena non ditur ni ps 
fi melle illira/&c, Poyſons are not giut without a ſmacke of honey,and 
vice could never creepe into the minde of man without a maske of yer- 
tue.Cato knew the couſonage of theſe perſonnes, to be ſo notorious,as 
he would often ſeeme to meruaile, how one of them could looke vppon- 
ari other without ſmiling. An other noteth, that during the long warres 
berweene Czſar and Pompey , they never almoſt gelled right in any 
thinge,and Galen wryteth , yet more plainely in this matter then the 
reſt, that notone of all thoſe Prophets and Aftrologers, whoſe $k1ll- 
was moſt commended, and theyr depth admired in hys time at Rome, 
gaue any perfect iudgement,eyther touching the diſcaſe, the continu- 
aunce or cure thereof : whereas himſelfe (depending vppon lighte of 
Hhwfull arte) eyther fwerued not at all,or was induced to his error with p 
great probabilitie. (p) Quota evim quxque res euenut preedifta ab iis? _ (p) 
aur cucnit,quid afferri poteſt ? cur non caſy_ cueniret ? Por wg he wo divin. 
; ; | © TY ) . 
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A defenſatize again? the poyon 


of thoſe thinves come topalle playth Cicero ,, which are foretolde by 

.*- thele? Or if They Gl: fomermert hirte , what reaſon can bee 

(a) brought to. prooue, that they fall out otherwiſe then by mecre happe 

for 1. hazard? (q)Non proderunt nobis nec erucnt n08,quia vanaſanmthee- 
©17.19» fore reyther ſhall they profite nor delyuer vs , /becaulc they are vaine 
__andydle. The daylie fayles and errours of Aftrologers, which publiſhe 
Aimanacks among our ſelues,may ſhew what tructl1 is in taeyr words, 

what warraunt for preſumption, and what aſſuraunce of their doQringz 
wherefore,vnleſle we wyll be wylfull, in choſing ratber(as faint Augn» 

(r) ſtine writes Jr) Sententiam non corrigere perucrſam quain mutare de- 


= Trinit. fenſam, Notto correct a geruerſc opinion, then fo recantit after they 
UD.I+ Caper. haue once defended it , vnlefle-wee wyll be farre more ſimpic then that 


poore olde man in Socrates , who relolued newer to be twile deccyued 
Socrat. in with onetticke, Tt is not poſlible that wee ſhonld open,or lende our 


hiſtor, cares ro the pipe of the charmer,charme he ncuer ſo wilclicy as the Pro+ 

pher David ſpeaketh, Their manoer is,o preſent a multitude of glaring 
Ariſt, Met colours to the fight of man : but ſuch they are in verie deede,as appeere 
lib,,, intheraine-bowe,or as thecitties were with Sathan woulde haue.cor- 
Matth, "Þ rupted to Chriſt, vppon condition that he would adore and honor kim, 


that is not true but counterfeyte, wdts 

; At ſuch tyme as Brittanicus wayted for the great lotte of the Romane 
Dion, Taci, Empire, by the comfort aud encouragement of a vaine Aſtrologer , hee 
an Nicrone, left bothe lyfe and all,by the rigour of a bloudy tyraunt ; Saint Am» 
broſe telleth of one, that-prognoſticated great ſtore of rain to fall after 
an exceeding drought : but none was lecne, tyll by the prayers of the 
Church this fauour was obtained . Seneca, by a veric pretic fancie and 
imagination of his owne, bringeth in Mercurie, perſwading with the 
goddes, that they would abridge the lyfe of Claudius, ifnot for any 0+ 
ther cauſe, yet eucn for verie pittie 54: compaſſion of the poore Aftro- 
logers, who had alreadie beenc taken with ſo many lyes from yeere.to 
yeere about this poyat : asif the deſtinies were not more fauourable, 
then theyr groundes were {are , the credite of Aſtrologie would decaye 
foreuer , Theſe watchers and obſcruers of the Planettes, gaue out 
by theyr pamphlettes'in the firſt beginning and tender ſpring. of faith, 
that the name of Chriſt ſhould nor be had in honour, at the vttermoſt 
Aboue two bundred yeeres, which falling out by tzaQte, of tyme ,. to be 
a moſtegregious and famous lye : Albymazar (to keepe his fauorites 
;nlyfe) adiourned this deſtruction of Religion higher by ewa-bun- 
dred yeeres , Juppoſing that this yndoubtedlic ſhould be (as it were) 
the ſtynt and periode of our continuannce : but G.OD who promi- 


Ambr.in 
Hexam. 


{ſeth , that heauen and earth es before any iote of his moſt 
e 3 {corne to godlic men,and lyke- 
f . wiſe 


holig words , hath made them þo 
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| of ſuppofed prophecies. | 
wiſe totheyr owne Diſciples . Abrahamrthe Tewe tooke yppon him, 
ro aſſure hzs brethren of the comming of their phantaſticall Meſhas,” 
in the yecre of our Lord- 1 4 6 4. becauſe it bare aconſtellation, nor 
vnlyke to that wherein Moſes is affirmed to bane beene borne 3 bur 
note the plague of God, for in that verie yeete, whercin they looked for 
a Tubile and generall redemption from their greeuousboudes, a reſti-" 
tution of the Templeand the Sacrifice, &c. i Waxing proude and in- 
folent vpon|'this brainficke hope, it fell'out ſo , thar diverſe Princes de- 
teting theyr abuſes, and vnſufferable villanies and blaſphemies againſt 
the name and death of Chriſte, by nayling Infauntes to the Croile for 
meere deſpight , firft ſpoyled them of all theyr wealth , which by in- 
creaſe of vſtrie was growen to beexcecding great , after put the prin- 
cipall to death,and exyled all the reſt out of theyr dominions. 
Arnaldus Hiſpanus doubted, that about the yeere of our Lord. 1375, Y 
we ſhould htare newes of Antechriſte;andanorther, ypon a conjunCtion 
betweene Iypiter and Saturne in Scorpio , about eight yeeres agone, 
ſeemed to be yerie iclous of the lyke ; but thankes be giuento GO D,' 
we heare of none as yet, ſauethoſe of whome ſaint Iohn ſpake, when 
he gaue men warning to be carefull of their ſteppes, becauſe eventhen 1.loh. 2, 18. 
were many Antechriſtes, and faint Paule lykewiſe affirmeth the rniſte- | 
rie of injquitic to haue wrought in his tyme , ypon which place we are , Th.cr,,- 
ro note; that cerrayne calculatours were not then aſhamed to giue out” ff? 
that the day of the Lord was at hand, &c, Or if we wyll exemplifie thee 
Annechriſtes/in perſons of this age , 1 finde not any more lyke to ſup< 
port their ſeates then our Aſtrologers, who ſet vp a newe [358 of hea- 
ven,and a new ſchoole of earth,and a new kinde of pronidence.l ſpeake: 
not of the dreames of Alliacenſis,about the councell of Conſtance,nor 
of Albumazars endeuor, to finde out a figure aunfiyerable to the lawes 
of Mahomet\. The children in the ſtrecres begin to deride and ſcorne 
theſe toyes,and therefore it is tyme for men of deepe witte and gratity 
| to give them|ouer , Manfredus,2 rare DoCtour of Aftrolpgie, aſſured 
] Ordelaphius a princen Itahe , that, that verie yeere wherin he died, 
q if there were/any certayne knowledge by his arte, he ſhold nor end his 
Ivfe, Ante ſengRutem decrepitam , before extremirie of age made him 
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t lame and ynweldie : neyrher is it to be maruciled , that hee Kept na 

7 truer audite o another'mans eſtate , when, himſclte haviog promiſed” 

$ and given hisworde to diſcouer woonders, the next Spring deceaſed. || 

- 1n Oftober. | A notable example of the juſtice of almightie G O D, F 

) and not ynlyke to that of Iulian , who bauing made a ſolemne vowe 

- at his recourng to multiplie the tortures of good men , was Nlaine , it- # 

ſt is not knowneby whomegfurther then thatir pleaſed G O D to ſtrike l 

> him fromthe ſeate of judgement , in the verie next ettcounter with his F 

ſe enimics. | | | 
| | Conſtantia E | 
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4 defenſutine again? the pron 
Conftantia an honourable Dame of Roome , lang _ 


afNuraunce from Aſtrologers , of along , a bealthfull, 
1yfe : fellficke within fiue dayes after thisof a burning Feuer , and 
Goding that there-was no waye but death (which is thewaye of fleſhe 


thee ſtreygned her huſbandes hande, and concluded bothe her 
and lyfe with theſe complayning wordes, Ecce quam vera ſunt Aſtro + 
logorummaticinia , Beholde what tructh is in theyaine prognoſticates 
of fonde Aftrologers . My Lord of Arundellichat nowe 2s, whomel 
name , 45 well forthe depth of his conceyte and 1udgement in young 
yeeres,as for the zealc,the reverence and ducty which lowe ynto him- 
ſclfe,was woot at the beginning of the yeere, to note his Almanacke 
with rules repugnaunt , and dyreCtlic contrary to thoſe which were 
preſcribed by the writer : and \dov2ag account of minutes, houres,daics 
& quarters, .at the ending of the ycere, forſemuch as concerned change 
q : 
of weather , my Lordes notes were found more often true (although 


_they were ſer downe by chaunce )then his that Ktoode ypon the warrant 


of a karned counſayle, Hg; 
It was prognoſticated to Craſſus , Cxſar,and Pompey, that they 
ſhould all three leepe in theyr beddes with peace, whereas experience 
dooth ſhowe,rthat all of them dyd periſhe, Morte violenta,on the other 
fide, Paulus florentinus lived, ty]1'$5,yeeres of age, and yet hee-would 
affure his freendes in pr_ , that bee never found one comfort, that 


a_ promiſe long ykc in the figure of his byrth , but ſudden death, 
with many tragicall and moſt lamentable accidentes. The great death 
of Cattayle , which was fo certaynlie expeRted by the Calculatours, 


anno. 1558. turned to a woonderfull encreaſe of all kindes of ſuſte- 
naunce.. At the ſame tyme that the fonde Bohemians were afrayde, ts 
be conſumed with ſuddayne fyre that ſhould have come downe from 
heauen , as ſome preachers gaue warnirg : they were almoſt drowned 
with a ſecond floud, by meane of exceſſiue ſhowers , fpring tydes,and 
ſtore of lande waters,that ranne downe with xmmoderate aboundance, 


| as if God kad reſolued to defcrie the falſchood of theyr iugliog . The 


drifte is lyke a packe at Primero, where the ſmalleſt carde beeing cutte 
2wrie,or comming betweene by chaunce : ouerthrowes the fortune of 
the fraudulent, & conueyes it to theyr adverſarie,according to the ſen- 
tence of the Prophete, Incidit in foueam,&c. At another tyme the peo- 
ple were ſo ſcarred with an vniuerſall feare of waters, ſcattered abroade 
by en of this kinde,as a certayne Abbot agg 5 Is prevent the 
worſt) buy!t himſelfe a tabernac)evpopn the toppe of Harrowe of the 
Hyll : butthe conclufion is, that before Siimer were balfe ſpent , all the 
dytches were drawen drye,and the catravie periſhed for lacke of water. 
I could adioygne the pregnavunt follies of ſome other freſhe in me- 
morie,whickh would bauc put rhe world in feare of another floud,if the 
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-bowe had not ſeruedfor aSacramedy of hope': atinge-that it is 


-rayne- | 

2he part'ofnd good nature;cyther to inſulte on thoſe, that are ares 
ouenthrgwne with ſharte,orto agrauat affliftion' and milerye. The 
han beene conſidered and reprooued' by the ciuill magiſtrate, 
WAO cu 
whoſoeuerſces theſtraunge diforder and. diſturbaunce of the ſimple 
ſorte;/\ the -ipreattiog;;and diſperſing of like fearefull rumours, 
dry :maoner of. theyt writing and diſcourſing, cout to be toll- 
Lreppted ſogmulſt necdes contelle with me, that it is high ryme 
plucke,thern-impe the winges of preſuming glorye A wile 
man alwayes ſhunneth mu nxFy ojovigpes aui 
findeth'how vnluckie proofe, ſome other of his freendes haue made, . by 
fayliog.in the narrowe ſeas of weighty matters ,*| without eyther anye 
Carte ofiqrdinary knowledge,or coimpaſle of diſcretion : and therefore 
though I name not any man, yet 1 blame and greatly diſcommend'/bim 
whatioeuerhe be;that cauſed the firſt author of this paradoxe ; to ſerte 
thelees ofcrrour , and conceits of ouerwening witte on broche, oncly 
for the refreſhing and reujuing of his owne poore credite, almoſt ouer- 
growne with the noyſome weedes  offlatte contempt, the pricking 


. nettles of diſgrace; andthe peirfing thorves of deſerued condemnation, 


A man miy beare with ouerſight, becauſe (as Chreines ſayth in Te- 
rence) Labi eſthumanum, but for one freende in a brauerye ſometime 


to'vouch an other, without ether learning, trueth or lawe, | ſo 
to beare the world in band, that though themſclues diuert theyr ſtud- 


ſhall aryſe our of theyr Aſhes;to mayntaine a tale of Robin. hoode a» 
gainſt all the world«,; -as if all knowledge were.concealed in one _ 
ot rather in one fimple cortage,; importeth greater wantonoeſle: then 
amay be well endured,vnder the maske of iudgement and authoritye. 
Wherefore leauing them}, - aſwell to that which hath beene publiſhed 
already,in diſproofe'ef theyr vnſeſonableaimes,as to the penaunce of 
the preſeng ſhame, which were inough tomakea wiſe man; to warre 
with all the Planets and ſuppoſed Gods of heauen : I will. onely con- 
clude -wyth Sslamon, that Stultitia-colligata eſt ih Corde pueri,ctvirga 
diſcipline fugabir illam,this is but wantonneſſe (as M, Iuell faid)cor- 
xeQion will amend it, Thus God, cuen our God is wont;Signa diuino- 
gumi.in furoxem vertere &c. to turne the ſignes and tokens of diuiners, 
into madneſle,neyther is it poſſible for them to ſpeede better, which 
eyther take aitnc by vnſtable men, whoſe pro pi is to lye,or by pre 
ſumption which hath-no reſt , or by the Ncuilf who is the breeder and 
father of alllyes;or by tokens thatare wont to wexe and wane like the 
Maone, or by che Planets which derive oy pame from __ 
i951 Saikigiog T1 mn ago 5d oh ggE nt 5 Js , 


f 


h-of all cauſes of offence, and not without great caule: for | 


the ſecond nauigatis, when he. 


dies ,\(idque pro ſuzgrauitate) to matters of more weight: yer others | 
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Eze.1.20. * 


Plut.jn Phil 


Theo. lib, 3. 


cap.20, 


Tacit. liſt, 


lib.z, 


Mat.8$.2 9; 


| oneſtroke, how to prenent another. 


A defe | ' 4 "a 
and never perſiſtalmoſt the prce"of bne- niniite (as rhemſthevoom» 
felle.) in-one ſedfaſt quity [But whether/God teſtrdingh ſue kindes 
of knowledge becauſe confidering our warit. of tethperance, they ſceme 
more like to encounter and-moleſt,then auaile ad (+7 ter ware 
he repute the ſame/a derogationto the maieſty and honour of hisname 
or both (as I am throughly-perſwaded) it is certaine, thar he baterh and 
deteſterh all the kingdome of contingenr-prophiecies,Propherant ettim 
mendacia,et populus meus dilexit talia, for they/prophecy norking elle 

r 


but yes (ſayth he) and'with ſuch empry wares myipedple iF delighted. 
They wander inthe mountaines-, -w skippe like rowe blickes from 
hill-co hill. Fugeruat concitithey fledde jnhaſte + but without the | 
wheoles, which hangrogether by the ſpokes of ryueth, and as the Pro« 
pher ſayes, In quibus erat _ dominj,in whictheſpirire:of almigh 
/ God: was preſent; Thar Cleombrotus; who beſtowed the moftparte 
of his time amony the Fayries,inthe ſtreighteſt orderdierand devorit 
on that avy man'could thinke* ;- obteyned norywirhitanding ho "note 
grace or fauourfor his mecde,the once in the yere ohe faire day ro'pros. 
phecy.Diodorus Siculus reportes, that inſpiration' with knowledye' of | 
thinges inſuture', was fo greatly ptifed andeſteemed;even in Ep 
wheace the greateſt parr of tables ſprang : asthey would” noraffordthe 
fameto all 4 ior erode certaine onely.Alphonfus de ©aftro (ris - 
reth alſo in our dayes,vpon the plaine confellrs rmange® pn pe pur” ro 
death ini Spaine,tharthe deuill featerh novall choſe, whickgide vp' theyr 
names &forfake their faithibut wvery few;& thoſe ondWabiar 142 ſerled 
haue'both the gift of working miſchicfe,and of affoording prophecies. 
*' When Tulian the great Apoltata1yas dead, his garrifons (which were 
moſt blinde and ignoraunt 1n ſucly thingesas cheſs) exclaimed” wpenly 
Apollinem fala vari cinatum efle, that Apollosprophecies'werellyes'; 
and yet weare ſo fimpleforthemoft pans as werrake no warning! by 
Fhe Germnanosarthelenprli bet 
cameſo weary of theyr propheteſle Velleda, whoſe gtozingmaner was 
to bleare theyr eyes with toyes in ſtedde of Oracles ,, 'as'they reſolued 
alrogether vpon' this certaine-grounde : Honeſtins Romanorum'prin+ 
cipes,quam Germanorum fo:minas tolerari. thattlie yoke of Romain 
Princes might beendured and abiden-with more ottdite,then the wes« 
men of the Germanes , For though "the deuill ſormetimeryttersd'ia 
trueth,in'that manner which I ſignified before, 'yetthe would beieuet 
ſure to ſende alye withall for his owne aduaunrage-:as for example,to 
that intelligence which he gaue ro: Adam;of the ende of caring! efor 
bidden frumte,namely that he ſhould difcerne i ar eny badde,-he ad- 
ded that he \fould not dye.” In like manner they 'thardwelt abour'the 


monuments, agniſed (Chriſte ro be the ſonne of thelynjng God but 
with this abatement of a falſe alaye;thar he'came to moleſtandLerouble 
tham befor his ryme,whercas in deede, he came in Plenitudine tem- 

poris, 


porit,ln OW eto which 
 was:noalye-,{ thas G;:O Di by mercic., 
defended/Job., as hone,could;eyther hy:t ;him or 
that the ſame lob.would blaſpheme,as ſoone as the finger no almighty 
God had touched him,wasalyc for the whetſtone, as the ſequell proo- 
ued it, Theſe warninges may luffice to keepe bur ſoules out of the Ly- 
0n&pawe andthe fowlersnette, for as the Preacher Bae las .} Quaſi qui. 
dn, 2 vitur yentum ,, au fe quitur viſa me 
cia,whp, ſocuer giues himfelfe ro follow on wil 
hategdbcfllowewinde.r ak: Df a atom. Whererppon. 
nada 1 4 thoſeto be moſt happy, whom. IgE lifer narangel 
allities nor powers,nor thinges paſt, nay, thinges preſent, nor 
| aig x depth,nor any other creature is able to ſeperate. ,, from the 
Iowa = which pi in, how i canye : Thgdewll byk Us ted 
ſyn meaves,to diſtyrbe PEACE 'ANgCtS W vn- 
men.t breede adebate; berweenethe alafens of one, wombe, that is 
members ot one church/,.aud the.ſubics.of one gouerment : bur 
Yet hath he not beſtirred himſelfemore gallantly.in any one reſpette, 
the by raiſing yppe certaine buſie bodyes in the common wealth,who 
with limed papers,payated bookes,8 figures of wild beaſts & birds,car 
ry men'fr6 preſent dyerics into future hopes,& not much valike the foo 
liſh curre-in Eſope,which yam in the water, letfal the.meat which was 
OY pajareplat R ſnatch-at ſhaddowes in the mooneſhine, | 
How many txeaſons haue beene fetre on, broche.? howe. many wic- 
ked n prone Liogry n \by encouragemegit of ſuch fond toyes} 1 wold 
theſtwartat home, and manifold. miſ-fortunes rounde about, 
pu rob fully wartiad nor enſtcufted ys. Theſe are Volumia volitia 
the flying 44 ave Bis or length are twenty cubites,and whoſe bredth 
are'tenrie cubites, arid they-carry the-curſe that goegouer all the earth. 


es had WF 10 Fine 


ſo frogplis garded. av lob.r.s. 


is, goodes : but 


da- 
ons, '1s.lik like to bien Eeccl. 34.2, 


Rom. C. 13% 


Zaca.y. F, 


&6They are the Apples x 6/984 Adam taſte,of woe, | and thedrop+ Gen. 3.6. 


Ping honicobe;tharbrough 


t poorelonathas into his fathers indignati- 


on.: bur becauſe I haud reſerued a fitte place, wherein to publiſh divers ; ge.r, 745, 


great & daungerous miſhaps, which have budded in all agetout of this 
vogodly roote, it ſhall —_ amiſle to diſcouer by the way by how-ma 
Ry cunnin $ 0eights & ſtratagemes,our dizzie Prophets (which are ne- 
uer roidof a,painted.pa tin theyr boſome)flouriſh and conceale 
oocey SEA men ſwallow. ge with-more cager appetite. 


* Lhebotefomichthnondh 19 marke. , thatthe firſt } anchor 204 and 
t;.dcuiſer of theſe images,eytherin picture,” Golprure, ch other 

nieanes,wete,men of ſharpe and. pregnantwitte, who hauing pied and 

looked with $5 6 Linxis eyes, 4nto the' meoderand ham gar of the 

Pripgesyoder whom, they lyye 3:deliuer 3ymes bes af5or Og ER that light 

_ abdwlien gd finde him well afefcd wp thys noble houke or Lew 
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A defenſatineagainſithe poyſon 
they ſerre jt with degrees;according to the compalſe3f the met ;Where: 


iclouſe or miſtruſtfull;chey preſent a skaffo!de, with bne beaſt or other: 


that belongeth to that houſe, ready ro leeſe his Head , as irffitteth theye 


conceyte, and oftentimes when they can gather nothing by the Prince 
himſelfe, they ſcatine the circumſtances of the perſon, and his houſe, and 
by gefling a farre off , imagine what ſutceſfle is moſt lykelie to beryde 
him in his ex oh .* Whereuppon, as it chaunced oftentymes- rhat- 
pamphlettes which-prognofticated famime-', *haugbeehe cauſes of the 
ſame, not by the tnallice of the Planetres which are r6yes*,- bur bythe» 
ercedineſſe of huſhandinen,, who beeing put in feare of ſuch aorrhie; ' 
partlie by foreſtalmenor , and as often by the'ſecrete bording vppe of 


graine , enhaunce the prices in reſpeQt of ſearſitie :' ſo diuerſe'Hoble/ 


Gentlemen; which neuer once conceyued euyllFof theyr Prince within 


- 


theyr hearts , for feareleaft the byrdes'sf heauen ſhould 'deſcrie theyr 


ſecrete thalightes | beein geby utin deadly teare 

fooles,and aMrighted uy eſcitmiages;diſguiſed with a ruſtic A; 
of antiq 3-16 datkeyurti more} hautentred into gteat mrters aft 
and yndutifull arternpres, to the rtine'bothe of their lives and horiouts, 
chough the ground of all, were rather cite to prouide for theyr owhe- 


ſecuritie, then any meaning to forſake the bonde of _ 4 or to: 


offend theyr I . For as it is ſer downe by Plato,tharthe be 
ginnings of all counſayles arc in onr wyll;burthe'perforrmance inthe! 
deſtinies : ſo maye wee'make the firſt choiſe of the pitthe,whici-wee 


meane to flic,but after we begintiero/ mount and f6reaboticthe.com-. 


mon ſight; Nullum mediom inter ſutitna 8 pretipitia-,-there is no 
meatie nor midle courſe, betweene the' breaking of our neckes; andthe 
ſufficing of our bumors, theſeede is in'e{eQion by grare; the ſucceſle 
ih prowgencer cn 4970 Oh DIGG OLE 23D Bak FR: 28 
A Nother pretie knacke theſe cogging prophets have; to marke wha 


noble familieFare eyther tyed by-conſatgvinitie'), allied by mars 
ches,or vnited in good wyll together; [If thelezoue be ſound an# 
durable, or at the'leaft (in reaſon) Tyke to be the beaſts, which aremoſÞ 


commonly giuen by them for creaſtes in.armorie , and beft knowne 


to the world : ſhall be made to-court and ro,jmbrace,andlyke Hippo- 
crates his twinnes,to weepe and laugh, to beffickeand whole at once,if 
>therwiſe, they fight and ſcratch, they whevrheir cuskes and beare their 
tayles,they take diverſe wayes\ which alwayes giueth'beſt aduzuntage 
to the cqunterfeyte,ſo that euen as the good man of the Inne at Chal- 
cedon codfefled to his 'geſtes;thar all the diſhesof thayr banquet cons 
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oxllantei gther,that are ve | nma, 
: Ja 2ll his life , ſhoulde once. 
le gloſes ;-if they ſerved” 
fince it is more <cafie, pike yore Gf polloce rn of Ariofto,or A- | 
madis de Gaule,then lig learving, we muſt confelſe our 
ſliarpneſſe.to be much «obaryob as amended, that we are decei- 
ucd,oor enſtrufted'by theyr dreantes,and thar which ſhowes the devils 
cunningtnoſt of all», is'thar he ſeldome* ws; with mane of lefſe- 
weight, then life,to this ende onely,thar with one ſharpe ſaarch ara 


deuoure both ſoule and body, 


FT Heſe pamphelets eyther rake theyt pleaſtave of the Prince tha is; 
artharl ſhall be, making both to lyue or dye,to proſper or decaye; 
as beſt contenteth thoſe with whomthey deale,fo greate'is their bold« 
neffc,and ſo ſtrong rheyr illufios, *-Belides it awoohy gocid tharthe 
poop hecies are riot ſette downe in'text;like thoſe , burin: 
ances ogwangr for ſuch'a capes for thoughthe Noble renee | 
lefaes, ethe beaſtes in ba pe ,aſpire not to that height of for- 
rune,which-is Frome in PE and limmed leaues, yet wilt ieiuftifie 
theyr doRrine, well, ifany other that is hardy with the L 
comagion wort. 2B Coupler: cnacllith the Typer , crafty vxlte 


"1 


MOD Pn ay Tortoſe:; che with of 

royde of any yapolure Toro arte with tall men with the Sun, 

GUDGER againſt the poyſorof Hl} manners with the Viiicorne, at- 
ve the 

houſes Ao difcenrenfochet not perſonnes but qualities eyther good or 


badde, may juſtific the booke when the creſt giaes ic ouer : or though 


the worſt ſhould chaunce, ondaſhe or fiubber with apenſill , may de- 


RP t brighe'and 


eniey which Gaines av'the firſt to!belincked vnro certaine- 


facezor; amepde what isnor{ureable ,! for Paynters nay Poets,. haue a. 


 warraunt:dormaunt,to! 
riſhand ao ego; pac thing.” 


| © Hiſaſtome noterh further,chat you " Kidome ſee the limit tag 
RR time neere hand, when t ſhall come to paſſegfor feare 


choppe and EP mY and faine,to lou>- 


ina lye,” but rhey wylleuer bee, Nuntiide terra 


pra. 99 from's forraine linde; > 1khowe nor for what 


cauſe,vnlelle as Dion notes, Maiora plerunque creduntur de abſcaubug loh. 4:44. 


greateſt marters are belecucd of rien that are 3\ and as our $3+ 
wout himſclfe obſerued in the go gopell ;Prophera 56 ſua patria, '/honore - 
non habet,A Prophethath no in his owne country ', or els be- 
cauſe they cat not be controwled it their aye, or inimitation of the 
cruel ſteward|who made hauocke whe'the time was not refolued, whe 
his M: would terourne,or becauſe it ismoſt true; that no'man taketh 
 kanme;byadjournement of dayes;in a poynt of yncerrainty.” For thur- 
.' _ Eman'to Gus bi $ life from the gullowesgynderrooke to reiche an Aﬀe 
| ke withiy fiue yeere;boping that eyther'the ſimple Aﬀe woulde 


Wo oye with ſtripes,for cuer ill conning of his leflsn in ſo long a time, in 


.” which caſe,” no'faujt could he'impured ro the teacher ',' or ihirnſelfe 
ſhould dye,the bonde were augfered Quotics enim per me non ſter - 
-ritquoninus implearur , *Conditio habirur pro irplera, for fo often - 

. as the fault is not ins me(ſaythe Doctors incheciuill lawe)tbe conditi- 

xionis holden; as if it weare recompile, þ 2 

Itis an other ſeight of theyrs to father lies 
wins —_—_— falfis authorem ſubdere; 'and as'the manner of the cormm- 
people it”, ” (ſayth'Tacitus)'to ſuppoſe, 'or faine an'amhour of . 


Mat.24. 49. 


on antiquity, Eryr - 


a FalG rep reporte, with gvsto facha library,fuch a religious houſe . 
ſuch am cument &C. wherein the booke 15 lap to haue ir reſer-- 
25 2 iewtl] of great price and valeie, yecres together, having 


firſt beene limmcd, 1nd ferte foorth by uhlr of 4 leaminge, 
= exceedin> holinefle. Thus were the books of Sibilla ſtored vppe 
inthe Capitole'of Rome :the diſcoueries of Abdelmon, in the na 


7 _ ofthe Moores Tupiters Orades were preſerued in x vaultar” Mem 


Bat flace pt monalterics —_ es, wherein thele Iightes were 
T's To -- kepry 
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4 defenſatine agtinitthe | 
keprylike Veſtees lamps, were ſwepr away with 17 FOOT 
out forwarning-by the ſame ph hook bendeand Meta prope 
cies were to the deskey: of tnany Libraried-in wyth 
reuerence and eſtimation: /''Whatfolly were ito 2; 'xhe 

0 Farr comming aut of duſty-ſhoppes, were neuer able to doo 
/ $6 NIE SEEN 

ues,cyther to the warning,or proteftion 1uolous conceyts, 
which haue, brought diueric £0 theyr:ende:,: but none $0 recouerie.." 
Miltiades a learned Bilhoppe ,.,was woont4o prefle I 
nimes with this argument , againſt their obey oem, that 
were not able to forerell the tyme of their owne decaye,, much lefſe to 
another from the' hee, according to thereaſon 'a minore 


clap tar ery pe teoam ainſt the-Scribesand Pha- 

a.C, OY :if the ;myouanbee duel dual; defence 

WE rk, great all the dune le be: poigncl 

p ani; ftde 2 53hrinus; (79: 0 aontheb? Dole Y. 94183 
T that are yoont to rentaheſe rotter-wares,wſs 


n ntes 
L flcighr of skyl,more artificiall thenany one of all theſe, ;og 
deinzie choyle of their cuſtomers with Om they deale, for cither 
they delyuer our, their prophecies in groſſe Populo credenti mendacijs, 
To a people which wx Is hlyes wo wo ſeeket0 entice(as ſaint. Peter 
\Execir3.18. > 11S 0 $I: inſtabiles,ynſtable ſogles, ſuch as boyes & gyrles, whoſe 


with conycnient Soni »are{ 


#.Pet,z. 14, Fader ſhelles,for want of ſeaſoning 
MES ONE Ts receyucany light inpreſien of error, or to 
perions thatare ſuperſtitious, or w > Mat 


that are creduloug, or to: 


Rt fl »; .contenres that nibble at the ſmalleſt flie that appearcth. In aquarym di- 
Kb; 40 4.Tim,z.s, uifionibus,or to woren which are no lefſereadie to be deccyned, then 
a. My x4. to ſeduce and deceyue others « we enter into pragate houſes crafrilie, 


apt leade ſcelic women captiue , that are laden with-ſinnes-; and ledde- 
| with duver(e defyres + alwayes learningi and neyer. atteinir book the: 
reve But as lannes 5nd Mambres reed Maly x pave wag , 
the night. men cg minde ,'and concerning : aith reprobate, 
Gene.3.1, The wylic Serpent cgan-firft with Eue, hee rocecded with Marie the 
Num,r2.r. fiſter of Moſes, rerfiſted with the wife of lab : andafter the planting. 
Tob.z,9. Ofthe Goſj es iorredyp thoſe zealous women (though notaccording.. 
7 WR&'$ Rom,ro,z, foknowledge) SA ſnares and trappes for Paule and Barnabas. 
gi AQs.13.51, Montanus - A Vera the French men. by theyr Puce . 
:, 8 ey. Our noabepies 5 by theinholie mayde of Kentza 
iti well gx TOY e deuill is cuer woont to-conuey = 
leaden by of abuſe intothe j jiawes.of ignoraunce, For what can be 
fo fare from ſence, bur hoc pIngeepts wyll bothe belecuc.it in a. 
frare, an 4 after ſhrinke ina mutinie, . 
.Apfu ch time 2s abs the Prieſt prelumed to keepe qa 26- 
cording 


KILL ITED Sw..\ 
nts Tewiſh ics rites;bp man could diffivatle the miſtirade From 
bel ſtedfaſtlie, thar vide Biſhop Sifltinius was enteted'ints 
the Church with-4 bande of armed'tnen is Daughter rhem by furye 
of the ſword , although'the yerie guilr and terrour of their 0wne per- 
NO in mirides ; enirmic that could be p ed at 
inſtaunr L A 


gain, ,at rm Funerall of Thomas Duke of Norfolke, 
m) ſo violent # feare firpriſed 1] the millrinude, be- | 
thg verie di -m_e arrenrivers the Serniofi,in the Church of Ther- 
"Ford, hithen > nar leaving the Preacher alone iD the pul- 
Orig T fell our i = Tegan rapes Otforde, in'the tyme 
Hieari the cig the death of the late Duke of 


Sobntierſer "They : tO belecne that the Statres 
to that homer Gyn is ſome t the world ſhall be conſumed 
| | yo 


lk 2 
moo _ Coker Jr 

ro un o uert found rel eager 
£ Platarch findings fitte- opportumtie to! treate of theſe rhinges, 
ek {the vifion or (Hg which affrighted Brutus before his death, 
reporterh the ſound opinions of cettiyne learned men to have beene, 
that*no' fuch phantaſics darſt euer preſiie to __ themſelues, to 
1men rhar eythet were of courage, 6 of ſober lt to ſyſte ney the 
— by circumſtatnices'rig the ſcanned : butvaro women; children, 
crſo ns by are ſicke or mad, ways beeing either Call, ſexe, 


x and of fare Fark hat they ould be drowned almoft 
on, dde'a qua ore much'more eafilie they wyll be 

e fained propheres deale yppon 4 certayne 
ro fwerve intheyr opini> 


L Er ys rirther hea the beBlecy begin with marters meerdy 
- furure & to'come,or rather with notorious eyenres & accidents al- 
"2 ready paſt, which might induce men with a ſtronger hope, to Jooke 
proofe of that which 15 to followe.” Thus Porricarics drefſe the cup 
Wi kph to'make vs drinke vp all and the'deuyll vaunterh of his ates 
in foutiner tytnes 2 'wheithe feketh ro'deceyne vs inthe preſent with 


his { tri © by pe3 tether of: all Apolloslyes , and c; 
re 2 | Conan nid Prophetes , with noreof gyegs 12", 


yon Ka fer t jn;6tecurion. If rhe Prophetes keepe tot 


Mm ie a it br let foorthivith, corg- 
| He Rm the For 26 re $45 ot Ffthe'ly kecnent 3n all 


&&s to thar fall '6ur;by z Hite, iron odd hs tyrhe;which 
was prefigure y them : they rel vs that it Skylleth nor! becauiſewirh 
God one thouſand) yeeres are but as ohe'daye ',* If nothing happen in 
theſe 6ur days, the lotte ſhall be fiyde'robe adidurnied tothe bevefite 
of our poſteritie . - If theyr prediQtions take place, although'ir be by 
thaunce,or as fhe devilles ſtratagemes are woont, when the GOD of 


koſts 
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W defenſatine againi? the yoſon 
kepr,like Veſtaes onanuarioge away with s foddaine ftorrma with 
out forwaming-b 84y the ſame hat honkd betideand Mer tinerprophe: 
cies were cheyned to the deskes: of tnany Libraried-in 1de wyth 
"ou reuerence and cſtimation.: '' What irro elteeme>; 'the 
which comming aut of duſty ſhoppes, were neuer able to doo 
ge to the firſt athonend deuiſer of-the receite : or to commit our 
lyes,eyther to the warning,or of thoſe. frivolous conceyes, 
which haue, brought diueric 6 theyr:ende:,- but none to: 'recougries.- 
Miltiades 2 learned Bithoppe ,. was woonto prefleand-vage the 
nimes with this argument , againſt their fayned Oracles: 51 that if 
were not able to foretell the tyme of their owne decaye, much lefſe to 
another from the' hee ,” according to the reaſon 'a minore 
which oyr _— maketh 11-the Gs 0) the-Scribesand Pha- 
riſcis : if the lyght which is in you(ſayth he)be darkoelle, Iptzr renebrie 
bears 2w.great the dakneſſe ic ſelſe be: wpoig nol 


oF 31510000497 5 8119 (Je Dol A 


:Matth.6, 23, ? 


Je mexchauntesthet are yroonr to rentheſe rortenares.aper 
Treg of nf op co bes oneof alltheſe,i 


none == 
= & 


[and kb atteinin tothe. 


kn 'Butas = and © es ſted. Moſcs, fo thele i 


theright.men cg minde ,'and ang regen the faith reprobate, 
Gene.3.1, The wylic Serpent firſt with Eue, hee proceeded with Marie the 
Num.12.r. fiſter of Moles , perſi dd with the wife of lab : and after the planting 


of the Goſpell fiymredapt thoſe zealous women (though not according [-) 


b.z, 
fob..9. \ toknowlc 8+) which ene faxes and trappes for Paule and Barnabas. 


Romo, 
AQs.13.53, Montanus - illa, the French men by theyr Pucelle te 


dey, our 
itis well for 
Fa na cas Fay wget 

om, ſence,,bur common. O 
frare, an after ſhrinke in a,myrinie, oy 


Fea yppan 
uſe intoithe jawes of i —_— For what can be 


cording 


{A Gar agoiſtes io theirholie mayde of Kentzand as 
Mt be deuill is euer woont to-conuey the. 


wyll bothe beleeuc.it in a. 
At Urine as Sabbarws the Prieſt preſumed to keepe Eafter , ac- 


_— JE DE" __ 


ERR : 


nent thar theyr vide Biſhop Sifiltivius was entered'ints 

I ith-a bande Sn men' to laughter them by furye 
_ the hs g per. h ear ow lt and terrour of their 0wne per- 
plered tmjndes/ enimie that could be perceyued at 
- inſtaunt. | Watts wy at the ny of Thomis Duke of Norfolke, 


ket oa __ er,ſo violent 2 feare we rage mon mbl merge +1 
tr and arrenivets the Sern\oh,in fTher- 
5 & A Ya e 0titwith haſte, leaving the Preacher Fwy: i fr pul- 


TS fell out in ſaint Maries CHurc/at Offotde, in'the tyme 
fKing Henrie the cig : who agpine, {the death of the Jate Duke of 
Sominerfet |. | They to belecne that the Starres 
yitfall, that mens is; tome t the world ſhall be conſumed 
ha with fire ; and of fate that they ſhould be drowhed almoft 
with a ſecond fl wet therefore much more eafilic they wyll be 
mooued ro'belecuc, that thele fained} propheres deale vppon'a certay ne 
ground, boſbentr' they be found ſometyme ro fwerve intheyr opur 
on”, Platarch Hnding a ficte- opportumtie to' treate of theſe thinges, 
ypon the viſion or apparition which affrighted Brutus before his death, 
reporterh the ſound opinions of certayne learned men to/have beene, 
that"no ſuch: phaiitafies dutſt euer preſime:to preſent: femme - 
wen thar eythet were of courage, ob fobersky1] to ſyſte: wal 
oo rai eden tle ſeanned:; Barn vnto women, ch 
rſons that are ſicke or _ which beeing either rimerous vp oy 
rme by age ,'or diſtempered by « diſcaſe orlunace,ai bitreſt to have 
Win in the : tyaprers, 


Lore vs firther note, berkicr the dibker begin with matters meerely 
furure &to come,or rather with notorious euecnres & accidents al- 
\which might induce men with a ſtronger hope, toJooke 
thar which 15 to followe. © Thus Porricarics drefle the cup 
take vs drinke yp all,atid thx deuyl1 vaunterh ofhis aftes 
r tymes” 7 wheit he freketh ro'deceyue vs inthe preſent with 


kis fie. - Chrifippus kept a regiſter of all Apo}los yes , and C; 
won by he "Gonjatbrs Ei 'Prophetes [> widh a nore of roy 


nerds wks \Exernrion. If hetes k 
es which were newer: tn the Prophetes keepe not 
fon by reot e dafe, _ Kb Dy E 
| c famie j nnd Ibo xubit wrtte. If the lykeenent in all 
te 5 to that fall's *dicverſmeineandbefore the tyrhe,which 
+ prurey thern : they re} vs that it Skyleth not; becauſe with 
G64 one thouſand yeeres are but as ohe'daye \.'* If nothing happeii in 
theſe our dayes, the Jorte ſhall be fiydo'tobeadionmied tothe betefite 
of our poſteritie .- If theyr preditons take place, although'it be by 


thaunce,or as the deuilles ſtratagemes are woont , when the PREY of 


rites ho ria could bifſivale the miſtirade from | 
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 boſter allowes him to \ prevaile, zink rn 
commended with 2 , itch a pumber:. 1 
conclude with Ciryll , Tacent ſpi at petigg 
ſpirites hold their op NY ns hee decey preee 


Uyng, 


the matter ed heap ſo deepe , fa, 
outward pied por decide a ng 
raulte,otherwile the pines, and vices were oiedwith skyll 
the {aha 4 bernacle, , ovelic but the vaule_it = _ 

tremblewith a {igne of maieſti: ie. paioting Prophers a- 
'gainſt whome _ ſpeake,for when hey Hop Jack Luneh ey pr to. Uo the 


nor whar to aye, they takea 
perſon which demgun, Cog rhnd; ro Brie has 
uſe. th TT ich is one 


of FTarae layer habs 
_ of the beſt meanes of 3 putting, Sathan nada COON to. mo bur 
that iv the meane tyme,, they maye hayc leyſure to take breath, and to 
examine: circumſtaunees as well of the-perſon as of the matter, where- 
-yppon although they can delyuer out no certayne ground THR to 
builde.yet may.they, Bpea roads: REEFS. whereby to 
or at the leaſt, reſo ordimg t0 BEHrIN, dimen: wah pho 
they deale ( which. — call-cantormiric puck, cri 
before bothe trueth and conſcience, kth. 

Of one thing,l would wiſhe all godlic wen to beware aboue all the 
eſt, that theſe Pekbes of bk $6 have'nor becne writer , painted 
or ſette downe according to the pro __ and ſuggeſting of the 
deuyll /,.who fildome fayleth: q F Fe ein theſe. lecrete myſteries, 
Thinges maye be counte with a cunning vayle, which hauc an 
ouglie ſhape : and theref = itis cor-ynlyke, that he which tooke ad- 
uavrage by the bluſhing of an apple to conueie deceyre, wyll laye the 
Paynter ailo for a neede , to bewitche the Himple , I muſt contefle,thar 
for mine owne part,I deteſt at painted pawphlettes and Aftrologic, 
for many tnqtany 25 a 9h "yg my. lay oy ge difcourle , bY for none (6 


Ya, wW Id: mt Pers pn broade 
yy r apoitahie.. —_— abrga 
1.C0.74 26, Out PT nkes phones chilgiſhe.vot in 11a] ice (as ſaypr Paule 
1.Tim,4.7. declares) byrin K pamper,yswith oj & wives al 
| they give careto rr and .to genealogies withourend, which | 
rife-wathour, profite, ſeekiog to be DoGiours Kobe Jaws. > 
neyther knowe what they, {peake, nor where aflyrge, to; pcy» 


ther can a tell nor popienetant Jeallan bm tencetb.to thery 
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of ſuppoſed prophecies, 


Ie was|once my happe to be examined, ypon the ſight of acertayne 
paynted Treatile of this kinde, garniſhed with ſundry beaſtes & byrds, 
and fitter(as 1 gather)by ſome treendes of mine, who made good ſport 
thercar, for a chuldiſhe then a fober iudgement. It is certayne that 
I neuer was admitred to this Sibillas Oracle , althovgh I could baue 
becne- as well content to feede mine cyes without offence for any 
thing I knowe,as ethers were to content theyr humours , in a wylder- 
neſle of follie But whether it be probable that eyther | did ever ſee 
the lame,or m_ account thereof, or would affoord expence and waſte 
of time which is moſt precious,to fancies of this kinde which are moſt 
friuolous : let them conceyue that eyther are acquainted with my felte, 
or wyll youchſafe to reade,and ſcanne the reaſons of this booke, which 
hauing beene collefted in a booke of notes, out of the full courſe of 
all my reading , from the fifteenth yeere of mine age vntyll this daye, 

vyppon a mortall mallice againſt prophecies, in reſpe&t of ſome proge- 
nitours , and aunceſtors of mine which ſmarted , for preſumivg ouer- 
much ypon their hopes, ſhould ncuer have beene recommended to the 


printe,if meere necellitie,and care to ſatiſhie the world heerein, had nor 


preuayled at the length,againſt my baſhfull and retyrate humour. For 
mine owne parte, I alwayes conceyued them to be the froth of follic, 
the ſcumme of pride,the ſhipwracke of honour, and the poyſon of no- 
bilitie.  Bur\notwithſtanding, forſomuch as I can gather by report of 
ſome deere freendes of mine, who ſawe the gewgawe in the keeping of 
another ( that eſteemed it roo much ) it ſhould appeare eyther to haue 
becne over flouriſhed in a paynters ſhoppe, with matter correſpondent 
to theyr humors, which delyght in newes, orelſe to haue beene drawne 
vpon the gefle of one Verdungus : who during the tyme ofking Hen- 
_nietheeight, ſceking according to the guiſe of ſach badde perſons,to 
content and pleaſe the moodes of certayne Princes, which were then in 
warre and deepe vnkindnefle with the King : gaue out in writing that 
the Realme ſhould be given vppe , In prxdam diuerfis animantibus, 
for a praye or ſpoyle to ſundrie beaſtes : The certaintic he durſt nor 
lymitte, nor ſet downe as it ſeemes, for feare of beeing taken with a 
grolle and thamefull lye: nevther durſt hee publiſhe or reaeale the 
prone and reaſons, wherevpon the iudgementr ſtoode, becauſe the man 
imſclte beeing poſted foreward with a wrekefull humour of revenge, 
ſought rather by this meane,to make his voice a trumpet of encorage- 
meErt,chenja meſſenger of tribulati6, For proof wherof we are to note 
the cnde, & cheefcly that the King was layde to reſt with his Fathezs,in 
couenient time when Verdungus having made a ſhamefull wrack, both 
of conſcience and credite , was ſcorned and deryded for his vaine pre- 
ſumption without ground;and mallice without moderation, This may 
luffice to ſhaddowes of pretencezand to deſcric ” SR prophe- 
| | 1s c1cs, 


Scepper. 
lib.5. cap. 4. 
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A defenſatine again? thepoyſon 

cies, eyther written in olde bookes , or paynted with freſhe colonts : 
nowe let vs procecde as we hauc begunne,to the ſubſtaunce of auftho- 
ritie. 2: 532 | 

We muſt therefore notean a t, that falleth out eyther by 
compariſon,or by etfeft againſt all prophecies : for where as God hat 
promiſed by the Prophere leremie , that whoſoever ealleth vppon his 
name and giueth care to his voice, as to the ſole and onely ſhepheart of 
his ſoule ; Bona fibierunr, & viuetavima civs , Good thinges ſhall be- 
ryde him in this world;and his ſoule ſhall lyue , his plantes ſhall -proſ- 

'er;bis counſayles take effeR, his corne.and oylc ſhall multiplie, and 

tis chyldren lyke olive braunches,ſhall encloſe bis table round about :. 
So on that other ſide, all they that followe ſtraunge Gods and ftraunge 
Oracles,that make more account of Belzebub then Chriſte , of Gar- 
zim then-Sion, of the prince of darknefle,then of the morning Starre, 
of errour becaule it pleaſeth, then trueth becauſe ic ſmarteth :#fatHowe 
but neuer reape, preſlc the grape but neuer drinke the wine, bruiſe the 
olive,but not-be annoynted with the oyle , and cyther pine and ſterue 
with Tantalus, betweene- diuerfſitic of pleaſures , cr fecede witha falfe 
hunger,avd not be ſatiſhed : for though the deuyl! ſeeme to weepe and 
ſigh for our diſgrace,it is but-as lyke a Crocadile, to bring vs neerer to 
the Lee, though foinetyme he promiſe golden mountaynes, gallaunt 
citties, and the world it ſelfe , as hedyd 1n vaineto Chriſte ( who was 


S pollelſed by inkeritaunce of al!,not by the deuilles counteſie ) his onely 


purpoſe is:to Jurevsto the trappe of treaſon , his fauoursare but fau- 
cies and make no man fatte, bis glorie lyke aſteyned robe'which can 
gjue no dignitie, his ſervice as a nette to catch the winde, but makes no 
man fortunate,and why fo , becauſe Patum cum (a) inferno non ſta- 
_ bir, The _ which is made with hell:ſhall neuer ſtand,neyther is 


Elay.28, 15, it puſhble that fo — and fowle a roote , ſhould putte foorth wy 


Hot s 


(d) 

Aug. ep.66 
(c) 
4:Rc.4.40. 


braunch of comfort to the godlie . Difdayne and pride of heart(fayth 
God by the Prophet) hath abuſed thole , which dwelling in the caves 
_ and holloweplaces of the rockes,are not aſhamed notwithſtanding ro 
ſtretch out their handes,to take holde of the toppes of hylles, &c. But 
"when our eyes are moſt detirous to behold, he wyll cauſe. them to wa. 
| ter: when our [ences are moſt ſharpe and quicke, he wyll cauſe them to 
woonder,when our wittes are thought to be moſt pregnauvr , he wyll 
daunt them with the beames of mateſtie,and when we have aduaunced 
and built our neſtes jn the toppes of Cedar trees, yet wyll hee breake 
the verie neaſt egge it ſelfe , and cruſhe our off-ſpring with diſhonour, 
Wherefore let vs gunver by ſaint Auguſtives Jeſion, what a madneſſe it- 
* were to,commit thoſe thinges, which ſhall be(b) punited for ever, by 
ſceking-to eſchew the feare which can affright but for a moment. Thele 
prophecies ate worthily compared to(c\ Colloquintida, which becing 
pur 
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t intothe potte with other herbes,wyll poyſon the man of God; vas * 

Tefſe he be admnoiſhed, by the cbyldren of the Prophetes to beware of (d) 

it : in lyke manner to the drugge,(d) Quod guſtatum adfert mortem, 1ob.s.s. 
which beeing taſted bringeth death, to Snakes ina greene, cankers ina («) 
Roſe, Aconitum 19 an Aple,and to rockes vnder water, becaule the ve(- 4.Rep.4. I. 
{les cracke before the daunger be diſcouered. What comfort Ochozi- 0 
as(c)reaped: by conferr wath the god of Acaron,or (f ) Saule by cal- 1.Reg. 27. 
ling vp a damned fpitite, bath been ſpecified before, and though ſome ; 
lceke to wipe away the credite of the laſt example , by ſuppoſing that (s) 
King Saule was rather plagued for the(g)murder na e godly Prieſtes , Re T =p 
at Nob,then for-conſulting with the ſorcerelle , jt wyll nor ſerue-, be- * Hs 
cauſe the Chronicles pierce neerer to the quicke , adioygning this one 
{pecding blowe tothe multitude of other-finnes : (b) Quod pythoniſ- (h) 


{am conluluerit, The more that Pharao endeuored & ſtraue againſt the 1. Par.1 8 


miniſters of Gad, the deeper. he was plunged into , according to 0) 
the ſcatence of the Poovaniig (3) j 4 pra jr 4 mea. 4 Prou 8.3, 
when the wicked man is come into.the depth, he becommeth carelefle, 
and is rewarded with duhonour. Thus Enath and Arphad hanmg been ID 
tormented in.the.ſea, for hearing of vagedly thinges, could-not reſt for ,. 
(k)carefulneſle; Semeias the falle prophet, was verie gallaatand lufty, , - (5) 
in ſending qut his prophecies in the name of G OD, {<in their reward lere.49. 25. 
- was an urreuokable curle;that neither he agt any. one of bis(I)poſterity, DR: 
ſhould rcmaine inthe naiddeſt of the people, Thewicked Ammonites,; lere.2.9.57. 
for encliningand lending their yoſtable cares to falle prophetes-, were 
giuen j Gs the handes,. (Fabricanrium(l)interitum ) of men thatare (1) 
skylfull in procuring a{cheete and deſtruction : and as Saint lerome Ezece20. g, 
writes that God Kaguwes.not the women which are-paynted,, becauſe SN nlp 
they carry not thar face or. fauour which his bands haue made : ſo when 
when we fie fram Oxacles,to him vpon necefhitic and not forlooue, his 
aualwer wyll be, Num quid ad interrogandum me veniſtis, viuit De- 
minus; non noutvos.; Come you to.demaund aduiſe of mee, as ſure as 
God lyueth I knawe you not : taking knowledge in that ſence which 
the holy Ghoſt dooth in another place, Abraham(m) Neſcivit nos &c. (m) 
that is not acknowledging vs for his,in reſpe of. our vawoorthineſle. Eſai.6 2.16, 
Wherefore though the king of, Ammon , ſwell with preſumption and 
ride-eucn tyll he burſt ; yer errour thall be his guide, andignoraunce 
Fi ouerthrawe,..  Note-furcher, that at ſuch ryme as Senacherib, was 
ryicling amqng his fayned gods and Oracles, his owne ſonnes' dettiſed 
to mage him awaycin the Temple .. After Manafles had giuen him- (n) 
ſelfequire ouer to (n) witchcrafte and forcegie, depending wholie VP- 4-Re19.37, 
an'Soothlayers;and ſuch as had familiars,&c. God promiſed to ſende | 
fach beauy pager as the peoples cares ſhould glowe to heare the very 
ſoynde of them, -; | 


K kai, | Valerian 


/ 


0-1 ety ae} Set > nog A ect 
_—  ——— »&L 4 ” 


E Wart 
re > erat” + 


e " 
02 » ww 4% 


=_ - y- © m 
" an - OE "- q b o—_ =” - : 
*  ® » 6. WR. _, . 5 A 
s - . ” | 
X —_— 4 - » q * Los 7 Eg 
P C —_— LIT: % » 
F wad = 
— h ” \ 
» - -” . Py 
= 
* - b; " m : Fe oy "we : 
_— 7 F.4 LI y \ X . My a o Pp M.; + . hy. wm 9g 7 - — . —_ + us, . _ a+, " - 
- 4 . = —_ \ . FI: v , : ju OE A — ibis A OS 
wa gg i % D « " F _ 4 ” wen 4 ned "” RT On I ww. af 
) _—_ N ny > 3 238 of : . by © # = 4 of - a, be ” bs 4 _ > 
.. Fe - þ FOIEIY "# p C tai ** i ad Bs > ow. bY _ " FE) + —— \.. 
6 ['  "w w 1 F 0 ba} 
A, nan a» _ - [i G <4 S..4 _ —_— 
ny "- - oo ET. A 9 ; . a _ - pj Q . 
rs 3 a > pe 2 J . P Y - —— = iy #f R 
os bs bo + Moy 44; > —__— Ld C en F - l - atids mu a. - _— ry Aa 4 ” . vw ” 
4 _— : w_ Ie "- p - $5 #* 3, 7 . *% =_ a "4 Ph... "a. > 4 
+ - l I PR 4 % - ” I, 2. n= WY « Rats } _ ay - = , « v 1 = , Wo * - tic 
XD * = 0 4 . Y 7+ © > "I A , s.< : | hs... 
Z q x Bo 2 J T4 p 4 23>, \ w, =_” a + ”- <4 nd - % - 
\ - " nr ocnt—etithine _ a 1 bs - : inf Fe S oy 8 
s , J pc-w_—_ wb cog - ah 
A 
' 


M s TOS: 
Sn, RAS | 


Sf = 
o — wrt p FE £ 4 > A 
23, M8 SO 


ps 7 k " 
- v 
+ 


A defenſatine-«gainft the poyſon 
(0)  Valeriati(o)the Emperothad'no ſooner opened an eare;to this kind of 
Euſe.lib.7. men, 85h finde addy the'good byſhoppe of Alexandria ,, but 
CaP. 9» forthwith he was caſt open,to thecontempt and ſcorne of hisenemies- 


(p) - - HEE Saturnius, and al] the Guoſtici had vnfortunare & wret- 
Idem. 11b.4, ched endes by like deferte,(q) Ludibria coram deliger, et peccata, re< 
Cap. 7. rribuir illis,for God will make choiſe of theyr derifions, and rewarde 

(q) _ themfortheyr iniquities. Maximinus , another ryraunt and moſtexe- 
Eſay.6, 1. crable Emperor,being by nature exceeding timerous, 8 ielous of the 

ſmalleſt leafe that moouedin his fight, ſetre vppe his reſt vppon the pro 
uidence of fpirites,and what gayned he thereby 2forſoth, for an admo- 
nition, he was firſt viſited both with plague and famine at one clappe : 
and when this whip coulde not reclajine him from this wicked haunte, 
wherein he ſpent ſo many yeeres,a foule impoſtume brake out" of hys 
lower partes,and eating vppe his entrailes,as it were by peece meale, re= 
vleniſhed {r) redwras. with gnawing wormes, ' which together with 

(r) the putrefaQtion of the caule of fatre,made ſo noyſome and-contagious 
Euſc. hiſt, li, a ſtincke, as his deereſt freendes were gladde to keepe out of his cham- 
$.cap 8, ber, (s) Maxentius perſiſting in his ſleepewas throwne into Tiber,and 

(s) Aasall theprinces Conſtantine , and divers after,' were infefed 
lib.9.cap.8. with this malladic : ſo likewiſe ſhall we finde theyr endes,to haue been 

T_T onal th t/a: bara 
\It appeareth in the ſtory, that all the Prophets, Aſtrologers, and con- 
| iurers of Egypr,vndertooke vppon theyr credite, to warraunt & affure 

(t) (+) Licinius of conqueſt againſt Conſtantine ',* ifhe durſt beginne the 
De vita Con yyarre,and yet he was moſt gallantly diſcomfited,and not onely hadde 
ſtan,h1b.1. beene taken priſener,but put to death alſo, if Coaſtantine preſuminge 
Cap.z., = thatthiscrofle woulde call him. backe , and teach kim to acknow- 

ledge both his owne offence , and the cheefeſt author of his good, had 

(u) nor given in charge'to all his campe, as Czar dealt for the ſaving of 
App.de bea. (u) PISLE _ (x) of Cedebs Sg wee car wry -/ pg 
ciuli , vppon his perſonne. But as we fin yly fte,that ingrateful na- 
” X-2 are 21 ed,rather then amended with a ientile ——k thys vn- 

2.Reg. 18.5. kinde and faithleſle monſter (y) retourning backe , to the wilde en- 
(y) couragements of his wortted freendes : Joſt his ſtate by pryde;his hope 
Theod.l11b. by folly,ind his life by iuſtice. (z) Tulian the runnegate, hauing beene 
2.cap.is, perſwaded by the wiſe men of Athens,and cheefely by one called Max- 

(z) imus : that he alone ſhould eclip'e the glory and renowme of Alexan- 
Theo.11b, der,by the valowre of his worthy deedes, began to {well with querwee- 
3-cap.18, ning of himſelfe , and to thinke that more was in him then any : bur 

wirhin a whyle this gallaunt, was fore wounded, {by the deuill as Cal- 
liſtus an officer in his owne cape did report) to the death , as others 
wryte, by ſuch a ſecrete ennemie as rats pet's come to challenge his 
reward ; which prooues the ſtroke of God to be more nyghty, then the 
i prac- 
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*\ « of ſuppoſed prophecies." Ls - 
 Prictiſe of che worlde, andiuſtifics the warning of the Prophet Eſay 
(8) that miſhappes ſhould lig the wicked, whoſe originall they (&) 
ne OT ee 
the iangling and viigodly Sophiſter, was per thee did greate 
honour to this monſter, after he was deade; in calling him (a) Dh 
num,diſcipulum afſeflorerrdzmonum, a Fofletclitocen impeaſchol _ 4 
er; and afliſtant ofthe/denils That droju! or himmie of yiftorye 2 27 
which was ſonge vppon the riddance of the ryraunr,our of the way; 'by Pi? 
/ thecitnizenvot Antiocheimopen ſtreeres: Vbi nunc rua/ſuncO-marine = 
/ oftolidevaticinia, Othoy'thatart the'greateſt, Othou foole,or to iodide 
thepartes of ſpeeche together, © thou that artthe greateſt foole,where 
are nowe thy prophecies, fince God the Father,and leſus Chriſt bis ſon, 
hauchadthe conqueſt, ſureth-a grear deale better with ſuchan ende, 
wherevnto himſelfe alludertvin ſome ſort, by caſting vppe his: bloude, 
and roring out\vyth Caine, after he was wounded borhin: ſoule & bo- 
| Jr cont Slat, wnlonacbyarnade ' O Galilean (for ſo it: pleaſed him.to 
call bis God in ſcorne) thou haſt conquered.” So long as Nero chaſed 
Prophets our of his country, thinges proceeded in ſome reſonable ſorte, = (). 
bar after once'by practiſe and eacouragement of the king of Armenia Dion in 
he was{b) Initiarus Magorum facris,entered into the vrofeiion of the Neron: ? 
Magicians,or wiſe men, good fortune gaue him over, Conſtantine the 
ſonne of Irene; ſerting foorth againſt the Prince of Bulgaria, by aduiſe 


ng wr renner 2 Pebobtms: mn mers nk 0993 mn ig 
Barbuda a noble man of Caſtile in Spayne;of greater courage then'ey« =" Anat, 


ther temperaunce,or witte;hauing beene perſwaded, ouer Ightly by a ' 
ſimple hermite that without the lofſe of any one' mans life hee ſhould *23» 
recouer the kingdome of Granada, from the Moores; woulde needes 

_ aduentureto| beginne the enterpriſe, with onethouſand footemen, and © 
ment in thoſg cauſes , A the king of Caſtile having gotren pq... 1. 
knowledgean mrs. the plorte,together with the marſhal 
and the-goternour of Cordoba,and cotnparing the ſmal hope of good ? 
with the likelihoode of ſome great inconuenience ro fall out |, ' vppon 
thys deſperate attemipt,diſwaded him from marching,or ly pay a- 
ny further in this enterpriſe, by reaſons of great conſequence. For, firſte 
he thought ir lawfull, in no ſort by aduenturing vppon impoſſible con- 
ceites,and\Nlender hold ro'tempt the mercics' of almighty God, and as 
it were ro preſſe him1 in theſe latter dayeszperforce to the working of | 
a miracle; The ndid he lay before his eyes, ' the _—_ that might a- 
riſe ynto the realme by breach of leage, - withour a charge of wronges 
vppon the Moores,or warre denounced according to the law of armes, 
& by a Heralde opely. Moreouer,he'afſurcd him;that it neither ſtgode 

with the credite of a man of ation, to were _ and deſperate wyth 
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out acauſe,norwiththe conſcience and pa of a Chriſtiari; tolceſe fo 


nom captior _ allaunt perſons;in-a ſhamibles of yncircumciſion, 
; 7 de > = wo rr 7 PIPER Tor and life, in 
'. __  M\hieldeof ran or all;he warned and aduiſed him ro ſtaye- 


34 
were butin .that wharſocuer ſhould be gayned: by this en- 
» tel rg nary wmaga chaunce;and whatſocuer : 


be 
folly.Bur as we ſee-that whe it plea@rh-God, to-bring|/any mar: 


I | xer of effect 1.0000 ng 2p rs wee 2a © ay ator lory 


oh himſctſc;he' 
before he fncke them to the bottome of diſgrace, lo grove ni 
zeiefling whatfocuer was or coulde be ſayde,agamft_hbis reſolution in 
this poynt,helde on a wilfull courſe, and was no ſooner. entred wythin 
the $kirt or border of the Moores-,, buthis forforne hope was:cut 'in 
>  gteces,and ljmſelic inlike manner flaine to bearethem companye.- 

A tnecte cuentfor fo raſh and fonde a generall.. The Moores: of Gra» 

Dada, taking armes at an other time,in hope ro-requite this b vp 

[pon encouragmement: of a certaine g] P ;who aſſured the 

that vnder his conduct , they ſhould- recover both theyr former lawes 

Wetnin Io- 4nd liberucs, loſt theyr lyues for theyr aduenture. The young Duke of 
ſeph.2, _- Viſco in Portingale, hawihg once becne pardoned by Don tel gut 
de;atthe {ine of the Queene- his ſiſter was encouraged \Per-los-necios 
Mathematicos, Aſtiologos, to rebell agaive,with aluraunce- thatbe 


 Ydem in hit ſhould:obteine the rrowne > whereof ;he not onely fayled: ; - but beſule 


xdeprined of his life bythe courſe of ordinary iuſtice;- »; -: {1,7 
Gale I os in _ and trench —— of bran 


ride enciuill mien, 
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Nichol.Gil. of En toon 


in Annal. cutte 
bands trouble wry es whos to aederipe _— of duraunce, was a 


meane Ws being bim by-ſo much ſoonerto bys2nde,a0d. her ſelfe i into 
mlerys:. 1 Phirtuin hn; & 674) * 

F:n.Sil, © TheCaſftleof Sjoh tn Bohemlands; from wht mtebetits 
biſt, Bohem, curates prophecied,chat the trueth ſhould ſpring,was, beaten Aatdawne 
pag.12z3, #0 the grownde. and he that built rhe ſame; was Banged with his adbe- * 

rentes... Firmius Catus ,,, encouraged -a.'certaine gallant gentleman'in 
Rome, Per Chaldzorum promifla,per Magorum lacra,per ſomniorum 
Cor. Tac, ivrexpretes, by the warraunt of Aſtrologers,the miſteries of Magicke, 
Gao). UÞ.2 109 interpreters —— ; to-take armes againſt — J buranzhe 
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| 000 offopoedproetcs, Hs 
ende the ſeely man a—— Oy himſclfe, rather then hee would a- | 
bide the ſeueritie of publique execurion'. prrornbnbeiey wes Herod. li.r, 
aſhamed to cofetle that Craſus being miſerablic beguiled by Apollos-Saluſt. in | 
Oracle, Nonperfarum ſed ſuum cuertit emperium, ouerthrewe not the' Cour, catil, | 
earn the Perfians, but his owne , and Catiline by ſuch ano- | ; | 
: pur his lyfe'in icapardie,.. | of Lp? A, | 1 
[| 
| 
[1 
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The cittie of Epidamnum,demaunnding counſaile of Apollos Oracle, el 
whether they\ſhould-commir themſclues, to the proteion of the ſtare Thucid.lib,t_ I 
of Corinth of not, had counſayle not to be afraid, and aduenturing vp- es 
pon the ſame, were foorthwith diſcomfired. A cerrayne prophecie giuen 
out and pub in Romeatthe remoouing of the Emperour 'Tibe- - 
nugthat he ſhould never returne any more , occaſioned the'derth of 
many well di citizens ! who venturing too farre vpon this tyckle 
ground , with an earneſt care to diſcharge theyr countrey from the clog 
of ſeruitude;were cutre off by crueltie . For though. Tiberius vppon a ..__. FI? 

conceyyed andimprinted iclouſie, would neuer after dwell with- ,. "54 os 
in the walles,yerftil he hulled withio a ken, for the ſpace ofelevE yeeres 4 
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which was bothe fatall and vnfortunare-, The ſame Dom INNER 


whome the blaud of many bleſſed Martirs,called for reuege incellitly,\P9-6-9.70 is 
from vnderneath the aulcar , bauing vtterly abandoned himſelfe to the Ss * 
direti6 of Planers, was murdered in that very minute, wherof his pro + uu 
phers gave him| warning to forbeare, and by the | ox0pn who could ne- Ki 
uer haue had free acceſſe vmo his preſence, in ſo ſuſpicious, ſo watchfull ww 
and ſo daungergusa tyme bur vnder colours of diſcovering the packe, [| Fi 
which the tyrauntfeared, If any man demaund of me, what the Planets '/Þ 
_ wroughtin thisj] ſay nothing,for the ſame Aſtrologers no doubr, who | pl Th! 
made th? way,as well by proffering a iuſt cauſe to the tyrant, of admit- | an |! 


ting him thar ſhould performe the deede,, as by encouraging the par- ST £1 


tie which ſhould execute, by the peremptorie mannet of deliueringthe Der, in Ba. | 4 
propheciezin words which mightcxpreſle no bare attempr, bura proſ- Ciryl. i. - 
| , ' he perous 8 
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4 4 defenatine again thepeyo» 


[ us and (pcedy ende of the praftiſe ; which ſhould be ſette in hatd,. 
4 —_ bothe (at \ Ye dt ave ic / 14 4b 


| Baſſianus Caracalla,pr ia the warre with Meſopotamia, gaue 
.N rderto a Faithfull a yay Eager Maternjanus , whome be left | 


4 | as his checfelſt agent and es tt eee the meeting of 
ww | all prophets, Aſtrologers & coniurers together ypon this point: w 
s | any plot or prattiſe, were any where in had,againſt his perſon or autho- 
Ie. rity. Materniaous executed with all ſpeed;the reſolution of his maſter, 
hw” and findiog by an vniverſal verdite and conſent among them, that one 
nn -  Macrinusa Colonell,who had charge in the field, attbat verie inftane 
[| vader Czſar, ſhould bereaue him ot his lyfe, aduertiſed theſe rydi 

1 by the next diſpatch , finding himlſclfe not a lyrtle ſatiſfied and 

f; with (o fitte a mcane, of wreaking an olde quarrell betweene himſelfe 
1 and the partie . The Poſte arriuing at a tyme; wherein the Er 

| | _ wasexcceding earneſt and attentiue to hus ſport,he commaunded Ma- 
| | 


_ 4 tr ptr 


crinus,who,as God would hauc it was next at hand to breake vppe the 

packerte, and enfourme him touching the contentes at the of 
counſayle.By this meane came Macrinus to deſcrie the drifte,w 

\ pon as one verie much , cyther with the mallice of his eninue, 

| b | in ſecking to reuEge 2 priuate grudge, with a Princes arme, or with the 

#0'* _ preſumption of Aſtrologers , who ra(blie had aſſigned him a parte to 

"4h | ; playe , that neuer came within bis thought before that ryme reſolued, 

Fo ' that conſidering the ſudden cenſures of his maiſter in ſuch caſes as con» 

bf ; : cerned bimſelfe any waye, it was not poſlible to ſetdowne any myddle 

we | . courſe, but that eyther Caracalla before the next aduertiſement,or Ma- 
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"Re "erinus verie quicklie after muſt be. ſure to die for it , wherevpon prefer- 
| \ W ; ring ſ{clfe-looue before ductifull regarde, and the paſſion of acarna) 
| | | man , before the reaſon of a faithfull miniſter: made choyſe of a cer- 
tayne reſolute, or rather deſperate companion, who had charge of foot- 
men vader him, to ſtabbe his maiſter as hee withdrewe himſelfe, for a 
neceſſaric cauſe from-company. ld 4p 
Heercin we are to note, what trueth' or duety {pringeth from this bit- 
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Mig! ter roote,or what bencfite to thoſe that builde vpon fo falſe a ground, 
' EF for who can thinke that any cauſe 1n heauen, could procure this Princes 
eas | | death, where ſo many diucrſe accidentes are found to come berweene, 
Way  whichthe wiſeſt manaliue could neyther ſec by learning, nor prevent 
Wo | > by pollicie. Beſides, although the coniurers eyther paynted out Macri- 


| nus tothe ſhowe , or gauc ſome priuic lyght , whereby Maternianus 
408 | ypon mallice might imagine and adioygne the reſt, yet it is certaine, 
8 that tyll theyr knauiſh heades were paCte together,it came neuer in the 
Rs, Ty thought of Macrinus,to performe rhe deed; ſo that I deeme them to be 
W" i . FATE, . rather mouers & abcttors , as thoſe other were of whom 1 ſpake before, 


RS >. 1 , | l 
' Pi. then forewarners of the miſcheefe , 1f Baſlianus had been eyrher ſo wiſe 
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28 not to tmeddle with thele rs of bell, or ſo warie as to credite 
what they fayde, fince bee would needes depend vppon theyr heſte , hee 
might haue gathered 4 (#57 gu warning,to trudge to the gallowes 
at ſuch ryme as once he appeared in the ſhape of Commodus ) 
that be ſhould be ſurely ſpedde at one tyme or other . Bur, ſuch is the 
iuſtice of our God, as hecorretteth. ys according to the kinde of our 
 offence,that no man may receive encouragement to perſiſt in wicked- 
neſſe,and beſides, beere is a glimſe of that which Tacitus ſers downe, 


that Quz in fatis ſunt ctiam przſignificatanon vitantur, whatſoever Angy).li 3 


: b 5 


God will haue, ſhall come to paſle,  alrhough we be forwarned of the 


ding,ſo much 
ſure with.theſtarres,as he w 


which he had then contrived in his heade,, the man was clapped vnder 
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raigne,yndericolour of expelling forrainers, as if Queenes were ſuch 


varies thepenight neyther treare nor marry without leaue, confeſ- 
ſed tothe. byi ppe of wincheſter,, - who came into the Tower to exa», 
mine him,gthat | 
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if he hovld have paynted ont the kipgescolde care,and facke fupplies 
to the Duke of Guiſeyin meere perticularity : for God © (ſayth mine au- 
thor, who forbad vs by the mottth of the Prophet Dauid , to walke in 
Magniset mirabilibus,in marters that are greate and wonderfull, and 
farre aboue the compaſle of our reache,was not pleaſed with preſump- 
tion : He recounteth morcouer, a certaine pretended yiſion at theſame 
time,to like efte&and of like vanity. * SIG 
If then all rhofe which doo but onely liſten & giue care to prophets, 
and beleeue theyr dieames, be ſubicQ ro the wrath and plague of God, 
what ſhall become of the Caterpillers and trinkets themſelues ; whoſe 
oniely laboure, is to deſtroy young frye,to ſpoyle good fruite, ropraye 
\ vppon the ſimple, and encreaſe the tumbers of the reprobate, The Pro- 
(a K 54 leremic, hauing roundly glaunecd at the fault, foretels the fall, 


Plal.1 30.1, 


_—_ * and thatthey ſhall beſure to periſhe , (a) Igneer gladio, thatis wyth 
ler : w the fire of ynteſt;andthe ſworde of execution. Againe (b) Gladius ad 


(c) Chaldzos et divinos eius,& which is chefely worthy noting, this laugh 
Jerc1..o, {fr bearesthe name, Vhtionis (cy) Domini, virionis templi, of the re- 
5 1 nenge of God,and of his church &c The like fanour for alf the worlde 
(a) is to be foundeatthe handes of Ezechiel}, (d)the Prophergdenouncing 
that the ſcourge of God ſhould hange for ener, over the heads of glo- 
(c) zing prophets,Qui vident vana et diuinant mendacia, which fee rayne 
c\ thinges and divinelies,&c. Tam not ignoraunt,: that our Aſtrologets 
excufe themſelues from ftanding in this rancke, "but whenſoeter they 
can prooue, or any man that deales with them ſhalt iuſtifie | thatthe 
Ofee 2 10, Prophecies which they give out,are not as deepely Vana'atnd mendacia, 
DP EgeEs as thoſe againſt which the Propher ſpake, I wyll admitte theyr excep- 
tion,that 4s ad Calendas Grzcasfor ſo long as there is one diuiner, 'by 
Exec 1. 9, Profeſſion, there wyll be !yes of ordinary;Sometime, they are termed. 
6c.70. 27- inthe Scriptures, Rebelles (ec) lymini, rebel)&s againſt echeHghr} ſome< 
CLONE ; tyme,( f) Fratres draconum;the brethren of Dragons, ſometyme, (g? 
(k ) *®- ſnares forthe' oodly, 'and inſtriimients of- yd hrs vohappineſſe; 
E(d.s., Whereas Ephraim eſcaped and flewe farre'away Bike a byrde , whoſe 
" yy " glory was Abvtero a conceptuza parte fromthe wombe, from the time 
| o&) ., whetinwe were conceined in the wombe;aadfom'the birthwhereby 
; _ '* we were'delinered,to the ſernice oF our redeemer.” If we lift ro ſcanne 
@ (7) theyrpedegiee,they are (b) Server Cahain nod Tad, the feede of Ca: 
+-X0:4+ 49+ nan not'of lads; iPtleyrallies;(3) Satnarizie they reMder Ffter;; if the 
(2). Jotteof they enheriraunce,it'ſhal the. wen et ttmiſdtuple- 


"ay noms kingdome full of flaughrerand rebelled table Men 

2 (1) demoniorumgtheyrdyer (m) colloquintida;theyr geſts; *tn'pro - 

Elay.9:10. fondo (6Yinfetniy in the depth hetatet mint ſhall (6)be Folded vp 
Ier.2 7 in (p) Svperbia fumi in thepride of aſmoke'orin a'vapour,to conch 

**+7- God hathſocruſhed theyr-ynmeaſuratile boaſting,as we fine by Tere- 
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| of ſppoſed prophecies. 
emyerhat they ſhall preuaile in nothing. Theyr faces are Tanquam (q) 
nigredo 0|1z,like the ſoote or blackneſle of a porte, and Gigs mV Nahu.s. 10. 
like an open (r) ſepulcher . | If we ſcekerto i ge them by theyr ende, (r) 
ads lier modi” delightfulle. , nor theyr bloſſomes gracefull, ® ſal.5.10, 
nor they fruites reſtoratiue. Theyr meſſengers runae withour (s) com _. ©) 
miſlion,and theyr ende is without honour. Euill ſhall come vpon them Eſay.47. I, 
like paynes vppon a woman that trauaileth ofchilde,yet ſhall they ne- (r) 
aer (s) rnderſtand the fountaine whence they fpring (t) Seperati ſunt Amos.6. 3. 
in diem malum,chey are ſeperated againſt hat heauy day,whereinwee ,_ ©) 
ſhall be ſeryed all to gether, with the writte of Nemo (u) fir excuſatus, 3-Reg.15.22 
death (x) ſhall march before them and rhe deuill ſhall come after the, , 
Morientur (v).in leQo,et tamen.cum tormentis, they thall dye m their Abac,z. Jo 
bedds an 75 with torment. They ſhall be dragged downe tohdl,with (y) 
all theyr chippes of childiſh vanities, and ſleepe with the vncircumiciſed, Eze,z1.18. 
and (z) beciuſethey weredeuiſors of deceit, Abibunt in confuſionem, (Z) 
they ſhall depart into confuſion, where they build,God will ouerthrow, * ÞEfd. 12-4. 
where they(a) plant, be will (% Ml Hy Yavem puniſh, be wil proſper, 
* Seatilins rt Romaine,if we belecue Latantius , was of the minde, 4a) 
that of all men they were to be ſhunned and auoided moſt; which cared Mal.1.4. 
not howe many lyes were ſolde, for one ounce of theyr yayne glorye. 
If it be de ed how ſo mavy of them, liuing in-contetypr of God, 
and of his layes,can thriue ſo well, as we may lee by proofe they doo, pj (b) ; 
is, thatno man ſhould beiudged by his fortune in thys mg 
life, but by the fauonr which he findeth in an orher. The wicked man 
whichAfourilhed like a Cedar of Libanus, was ſuddenly fo cleane re- 
fſight,as the very place it ſelfe could nor be founde, the 
(c)both vppon the good and badde,and the world-which (c) 
| epdame tothe godly, muſt needes perfourme the parte Mar.5,45. 4 
and office of a louing mother to the reprobatc.Etenim (d) multo tem- (d)' 
Porn, 008 ſinexe peccatoribus ex ſententia agere, ſed ſtatim y{tiones ad 2,Mac.1.36 
ibere,naagai bcneficut eſt indicium, for not co {uffer tinners to tranſ- s 
grelſe according to theyr humor,a long time together, bur'to'renenge 
orthwith,is a token of great fauour,and to the lame effet'is that place - 
of Ezechiell,auferetur(e) zelus meus a te ct quieſcam, et non renertur, © at 
amplius, my zeale or tender ſhall betaken trom thee, 1 will rake iny Eze-16.42. 
reſt and be no more offended,(f) Quemenitn diligit Dominus corri- If) 
pit, for God chaſtiſcth thechilde whom be loueth &c. Bur yet beware Pro.3.12. 
of a ſtill water, for it isexceding deepe,and of acouertennemy, for he | 
meanerh miſchiefe.Blanditiz diaboli eccleſiz plus offecere qui minz (8) 
the Alatteries of the deuill hath done more hurte'to the church, faith (g) B Ea; 
Barnarde,then his threates and menacies. But what though ſomefewe in epiſ;, 
be left vnpuniſhed,that the hardacfle of theyr bearts, may prepare rkE ; 
fora ſharper ſcqurge, prooucs this that all the 94 which periſh, evther 
2 L Zo ; -by 
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A defenſatine againſt the poyſon 
| by the rope, the racke,or ſworde,or that make themſclues a way, being 
oe ah” _ * yes ad ade aa WY , h-to 
drowned 1n diſpayre,are nor gry plaine and evident moore s. 

<) convince theyr blindneſſe : which eyther with that caitife Tudas, ell 

Mar. 26. 15, (b) Chritt for thirty pence,or theyrenheritaunce with Eſau, for' a elſe 
Gi) ''** (i)of potrage ? Our Lord forbidde , for ſome are chaſtiſed fot ourex- 
Gen, xs. 24 ample, others ſpared for theyr greater plague in an other life, and many 
5 je 5 es by the grace and mercy of alm1 ghty God ,are pre ſerued to repentance: 

| wherefore;as we may reprooue theyr dealinges mn cauſe,ſo can 

we notdiſpayre of theyr repentaunce, without preſumption. ' Rules are 

k) too firmely grounded, to be ſhaken or infringed by exatyples, God 
lob. r. bearerh with the deuill as a miniſter of (k) wrath , although hee loue 
(1) = him not, be ſuffers Cockle rs ſpring vppe with the Come , and yet hee 
Mat. 13, 29. likes it notthe leaves the wicked to their flipping our of one finto ano 
(m) ther,though he cauſe it not (n)Expe&tat Dominus vt cum iudicii dies ad 
Oſe.tz.9. uenerit, in plenitudine peccatorum. et peccatis in finE deuolutis puniat, 
(n) Godexpetteth thar when the day of judgement cometh, in the fulnes 
z.Mac. 6.15, of fins,and when ſinnes haue proceeded to rheyr ende, he may correte 
(0) andipuniſh vs after ſuch a ſort,as thelatter ende of thoſe men,is like to 
Theo.lib. 3. be worſe then the beginning. How fortunately the falſe prophets which 
are condemned in the text, were at the length rewarded, for theyr labor 

hath benetold before. We may further note, that Montanus, and Max- 

imilla hanged theryſclues,Theodorus another of that ſorte, was let fall 

(p) Out of the-ayre by certaine damned ſpirites, whom he putin truſt to 
ſuccor him. The prophets with in certaine rec6pence of the fine which 

(p ) Pherora payde in theyr bebalfe,affured hir,that her heyres ſhoulde 
enioy the crowne, were pur to the ſworde foorthwith, by the kinge, wyth 


Ioſep anti. 
11.17. cap. 3s 


all extremity. | 
0) At ſach time as (q) Theodas,of whom we find ſome mention in the 
L1.29.ca.z, Adts,had aiſembled a multitude of fi mple ſoules together, vpon a ſted 
(r) faſt promiſe, that he woulde deuide the riuer Tordan, and exceede Eli- 


At.5.35. as inthe giftof miracles,Cuſpius Fadus, the Lieutenant of thar coſitry, 
vnder Czfar,ſet yppon them ynawares,and not onely ſtroke off the pro- 
(s) phers heade, bur laughtered a number of his diſciples. The like cxecu- 
Li.20. ca.6, tion was done by (s) Felix vppon ſuch an other,and againe by Iuſtine 
the Emperour, vppen a certaine Tewe,that tooke vppon him to be Mo+ 
(t) ſes. The Prophets that threwe downe themſelues from a rocke, in hope 
Paul Dial, © be releeued by their Gods, were cruſhed into mag certaine Her- 
lib..z, mite called Peter,prognoſticating that king Iohn, ſhoulde dye with 
a0" out all fayle before Aſcention, was hanged for ſo grolle an error, in a 
matter of ſo greate importaunce, | | | 
Bellantius the great Aſtrologer , which is ſayde to haue given war- 
ning to Sauanorola,to beware of burning : was neyther able to fore- 
rel|,nor to preuent hig owne great peryll,in ſo playne agnanner by the 
Starres, but that he was molt bcaſily murdered, and Salanorola lyke- 
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h he reveale#of the french Kinges comminginto- Jtalie! was 
hes,ſo was oar holy mayde of Kent', the Pricſtthat pretiti- 


barde to finde any one of theſe which haue fitten, as the Prophete ſpea- 


diie to theyr monument.'W 


0740 

&, whome many reuerenced as.4 Prophete;, for the rtyſte. 1 
Tere.r5. 17, p18 
"wade themſclues,that they Ut 


| 


ſerue our turnes,nor pleaſe our humours, without that tribute,Oculo- | 
rum Jotindrin which was exaQted by the tyrant Naas, that1s;asT con- Woe 

_ ſtrueit,of our right conceyte, and vnderſtanding'in the lawes of 'God, 1-Reg.11,2, 
we can reprooue none but our owne ſelues : if the lyttle ones wexe'nor lf 
more prouident and wiſe, by the wn of the guiltie, let vs ther- 
fore ſceke to runne as farre from Babylon(that daHieth and ſporteth in 
this manner with the great Leuiathan)as we can deviſe and affure our | 
ſclues, that as ſoone as euer we are gryped in the deuyllespayes, of take 
earneſt at his hand , our God renounceth vs , and otr names are raſed 


Pro.z1.11, 
ont of the booke of lyfe for euer: lnjmici enimerucis Chriſti, &c, For Philip.3.s -M | ii 
p AJ 


enimies they are to the crofle of Chriſte, whoſe God is theyr bellye, ; 
whoſe ende 1s ſhame,and whoſe glorie tendetlyto theyr owne deftruc. au | 
rion . For my part,l wiſhe with Veſpaſian, enafting lawes againſt the ! | F 
brybers of his Court, Vt fumo pereant qui fumum yendunr, That they Syer, in veC. i | | 


which ſell ſmoake may periſhe and be ſmoothered therewith, and w! pas, | j 
Debora lykewiſe , that thine enimies may periſhe (O' Lord) arid thy | i 


wy 
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freendes ſpreade foorth theyr beames, lyke the Sunne at his fyrſt ryſiog, Tudg _ [ | 

3 Fs Bn | [hes | | __— >... an '\ 
He laſt reaſon wherevpon I preſume, to condemne theſe prophecics - 7 

Te che blacke deepes of hell , is taken from the difference whichis |} 


betwecne them and the prophecicsof Scripture . Forwhere as the | un | 
| L1.iii, latter | 
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a. ſort to at's nl 


os a ya > Thelygh _ £ non 
cygraffe in JLDES,TrOM, 
EY the kingdome of our Saujour,unthe maieſtie of ciuill rule, 


ADORn, .who Ky hp ons compeent predam, & 
e diuid, | mg out his [9 Praye and divj- 


,and-howe arderly 


ePaul ,(as(a)Tertullis 


t fa) 4 | 
; E concey | Ct ge ra religious 
[ | ep phe was hk ane in the ſight of all che godlie, to be 


[Cleare and'euident. The Prophete Elay ſcrripg foorth the circumſtances 
. of. that happy ryme , SED the Sauiour and redeerver of the world, 

F _ thouldtake our ficlhe,gi ueth certayne knowle Tong before, »tbat 2a 

b) (b). Vargintſhould brii i oor Soon. howlſoeuer mAgpanne 
Ea 14. Icwes, obſcureard of a braunehe, which ſprin - 
bt ;from Pe oi hou! ſtande for a ligne to the people. 

| ay lyttle one is bore vatovs,fayth the Prophete,anda Nke 15 Si- 
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- ſhall his name be called : a Counſaylor, God ſtrong, the Father of the 
world to come,and the prince of peace, &c., and proceeding to the cal- 


(< - of the Gentyles,, hee tellcth, (dPopulyum qui.am abat in teve- 
Efgi.g.2. 29 vidifle lucemmagonam habirantibus.in regione mortis, lucem or- 


+ ſothat the lewes.camneribe faued ;-nor excuſed with theyr exception of 
difficultie, The meſſage,which.he brought to (c)Ezechias,\ was no rydle, 

OS; (c) bur conceyued intheſc playne and fimple wordes : Cras monieris, To 
E1ai.57.58. norrowe thou (haledye forir, and as ſimple were his t ty Goges of ad- 
| journement of lyſe,, forthe {pace of fiſteene yeere : leaſt orbcrwiſe re 
King might haue beene beguiled j in his audite.Was « euer ary prophecic 

| _ £oncerning Chriſte,delyuered is play ner Or more cxrtayne termes, then 

0! "this f )Dominus noſter Chriſtus, captus eft in peccatis noftris. &cOur 
Tere.4. 20, [ord Chrifte is .cntangledand taken in our finnes,and vnder his ſhad- 
(2) _dowelallwe proſper among vations? And againe, (g) Mittamus lig- 
Aers.11.19. nyumin panemeius , thatis ({ayth that learne father Tha Cru- 
cem 


(G) | yen.tovs principallitie dooth ſettle vpon, his ſhoulder , and woondertull 


.tamefſe;&c; Afterward he treateth of the Church, with lyke cafineſſe: 
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cer in &c qtcingh roſe yn hi dy 1 He ditouned to Paſhur 

rhe wick & vngodly Ptictt, e(h)cerrzine time;rhe meanes, the man 0:7 
ner atdcon __ of troubles in the Church, with as many'more Tere. 20, 
particulars, ſet downe by(i) loſeph,toching the greatdearthin* (j) 
Aa and to cleare'all doubts the better, pr ning Gene.41.28 


that are Prieſt before it were! NG ax 6p ener 4 
n1as, ina bravery baits inde wg chayve," 
aporit his owne neeke, to prefigute bondage & —(k) 
lleto admonift'P - <q 


idetic & of Godje then Taos be cyprdery &c; The: (1) 
Prophete-foor wo) ftninond :and tharged him to aunſwere fot his Ads: 1.21, 
prideand'mallice;inthe preſetrec of aliniphticGod;and whar fellout# 21 ,-, 
c fur ons [ikecholeoId wives les which are in vie with vs; 
nor ſo, bur Morruus - fray, he was fofiddead'in that very yeere, 

good ny! wx wp jt was not/poflible tOrequyre'® | (my) 
fayret waming '; then he pane he thraldorme herein ICact ſhould Tere. 32. 4 
Iyue,vnder the(m)yoake © Feb Chaldeis, if eyther the people had been 
endewed:with yhe grace'of repentaunce , or the Prieſt inſpyred with the (Mm) 

of: interpretation. Ezechias forereNeth, that the Church ſhould be Eze.17.25.36 

Kmpor" monte(o) ſablim#, ypon an bigh hyll, that thee ſhould be (0) 

o Dedir tree \,''of ſo'great compallſe and \capacitie , avall the-Ezech.7.26. 
boats of heauer, ould build theyr neſtes, yiider the ſhaddowe of the p 
farne,and ibbabitevnder it: be forewarnethi/jrl phyne rermes;that-the Ezech, 9, 6, A 
(o) lawe ſhould depart fromthe Priefte , endduie from the Elders, 
that onely they ſhould be ſaued, kich were ſeaftd with the figne of PY Ezec.34. 23, 
Fan,of the rayfing of (gJour Shepheard, w ich ſhould feede his ſheepe,” .. (x) 
arid of one kin toraighe and'gouerne vni verſally. {hes Prop cnbng "Exec, 37.22 


| any, for bis plabnclle i ih this matter, (1) 
| Fe; the trivwp of = Lord and Sed iN af Dan 6 "ny | 
-by'the merit of his Againe\ howe 
s of Nabuchodonoz wochlg, Balthaſo MERE r That %, 


2 
& *x 1-5 


fal s,yetbe reveated them by To.ſtrange 2 pift,and in 6/10,11,12, 
rare a mariner abtlienſehucs (Hyacttowk &:tharhe was promited'and” (/y) 
the 1 ee of God;& that n{de be only Dianjel was zptor' Pfal.21.19, 
ein the dept of myſteries; The Prophete David defeens (x) 
Ries ares her 7) pedegree;and IVneall defcent hriftet' Fe eas PAl.21.17, 
ME (v) {ottes whic were caſt for his gar rtrenteb;of the (2Jnys () © 
Fakes moſt recious handes andfeere v1 Ee the-croffe | of his (y) Pal.1s. 10, 
| aryfitg from the dead, oft band of bY F humane . (2) 
of the ſitting on ther Ine of his Father ,” of pl.84.12;. 
rr iothe era , that Trceh hog Toring from exrth, _ q 'Pfal.84.12. 
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_ De bell Iu. gyerthrowe, The voyce was loude, and audi 


. The Prophetthar CG Benadad of the plagnexar 
hande: del firſt rhe roote trom whence they grewe » then the 
meanes — they ſhoulde happen, furthermore the certaine date of 
theyr euent,and laſt of all the circumſtances of the p e, that ſhold 
| haue to deale inthem. I coulde runne ouer all the lefler Prophets, who 
by vertue of one fpirite,, delivered out tructh with lyke fimplicity, and 
furthermore we Up coy rk quallitics.of times, wherin wereim- ' 
po oppdiadmonybgd de Panos erieſes and ſubieRts of the. and 
aſure of they theyr puniſh mene,bur becauſe it would extende ys poynt. 
Fe o farre;1 wyll drawe ſomewhat neerer to h times, where inthe 

oth laluation was ah bh gh by the godly , For after the retourne 
for Boilomgns finds proper to have bene boldenand _ 
ned 10 q wm awtull prophecies,It wasr to Turcanus , 
raerr ing both a king and ene gb hat rery tant wherein be 
acrificed.yyto God, for the prrenooze ſauegarde of hys owe 
the brunt. of batrayle, that Antiochus the Fr aunt had receiued a foule 
le, which cryed out in pre- 
lib.7.ca.12 fence of anumber, Migremus hinc, before the fall 6+! pe ruine of lexuſa- 
lem, with divers other of that Kinde,re by the ſame author, Thus 
fignificantly.and ſenſibly dealt Chriſt our ſfauiour, Weeping yppon le-. 
rulalem a good while before,as if Titus bad beene ready to ſurpriſe the 
towne;and aſſuring all the Iewes beſide, that ofall thoſe ately gates- 
. -and buildinges,one ſtone ſhould not be left vppon ag, other, The ke, 
_ funplicity was vſed by Simeon, Anga,: Zachary, Elizabeth, Agz avg 
and the daughters of S; Philipp. s Conſtantine the firſt,and as I 
thinke it may-be ſayde,withour offence ; the beſt Chriſtian Eraperour: 
| PE euer-was, (forin him and Helene, began firſt that hens ks of E- 
4 ro take place; Er eruntreges nutritii tui er reginz nutrices-ruz) be- 
Elay.49. 23: r6c' the figure of the crofle, , moſt ſented inthe firma- 
| Bars V SEPT2 
ment, wyrh thels allured wards of victoryto,.confirme him in the for-, 
wargdnelle of fayth,lo hoc figno vinces,..n this igne thqu-ſhalt be ſure 
to  epnquer, Toe on that golden "E5being DR ied 
to preuent all (c that in tyme might creepein minrides of in 
crlulows or mile 4 GB ypnr 6: noted bYS þ 65h 5-16 mo 
Ae Ta fight a red,which was not atm wt, when't Il ſcattered a- 
rs rd but ax broade noone dayes;z when.the.Suope as in- 
bis majeſty. Then js appeareth thar Bs man, Who awe thys fight was 
 ,- both a member of che church ;;. and 2.nobieEniperour: from whole. 
routh the,cinzl! laweseſterme 3 it;a moſte.greeuous crme ro ſortniſea.! 
EG de vith forgery. Thirdly ro make the caſe moreecuident, becauſe the Princes 
Conſtantin. E5,mi go otherwiſe be thought to dazel againſt the Sunne, its ſetre 
lib-2.aod08 downe thatall the campe.was witneſle of the ſight afiwell as hee. Beſide 
p.'2 
we find that this religioL $and zealous prince, wasin{pyred from aboue, 


wyth 


| of ſuppoſed prophecies, | 
with the gyft of prophecie atotber times, which is the ſpring of renela« 
tions: and yer ſuch was his modeſtic, as notwithſtding all theſe things, 
conſidering how many traynes and cunning ſhyfres the deuill vſeth , to 
ſeduce the beſt he would aſcribe no faith nor credite to the ſight, before 
| be was aſſured vppon conſcience with the Prieſtes and Biſhops, that this 
could be by none other, then ToTic nic 7popaicy the monumetr ofviftory, 
Thus muſt they deale that wy!l, winne credite to their wordes, for 0- 
therwiſe they ſhall finde none but fooles, that wyll be ledde away with 
toycs, more fitte to paſſe the tyme vppon a ſtage, then to perfourme the 
truſt and confidence of Oracles. The deuyll(a)ſcattered his tares, when | 
the time was darke,& labourers were layd to fleepe : they that doo euy] (a) 
(ſayth S.Ilobn(bYeſchew the light. They lone to walke in(c)dark waics, Marth.1,z5 
—_ two which bad humour other accidents more hurtful then them - 0 
ues deped: the firſt, Neſcire que vadiit,not toknow whether they go, '027:3+ 20. 
the ſecond, Ighorare vbi corruent, to be ignorat when they ſhall ſtable, p 
ar oppmeſpe mine bye cimcya theeke is alwaies boldeſt in the twilight,faith * *2:2+13; 
Creon.in Euripides,and the reaſon is, (f )Quia iuuat credulitatE nox,& , (d) 
promptior inter tenebras affirmario : becauſe night helpeth lyghtneſle Tobn,r2. «<> 
of belecfe , and men are boldeſt to affyrme when the candle is remoo- (e) 
-ued. Butthe true GOD, oppoſing trueth againſt ſuppoſed Oracles, in 10.4.9. 
_ "this reſpeQ pronounceth by the Prophete, (g)Se in loco abdito loquu- 
tum eſſe nihil}, That he ſpake nothing in a ſecrete place : Nec in loco 
terrz tenebroſo, Nor in a darke vault vnder ground , I have openlic 
ſpoken to the world(fayth our ſaviour Chriſte) I haue alwaycs taught EG; 
in the Syna ogue and the Temple , whether all the Iewes reſort w__ _ aj 
ther,and in Ponte haue | poken nothing. In lyke manner the bleſſed 2945-19. 
Apoſtle Saint Paule, prooucth;that none of thoſe thinges, which were tobn,18. xr. 
eyther ſayde or doone by Chriſte or his Apoſtles, could be ſecrete be- | 
cauſe they were not ſmothered in corners 
Indeede it is the manner of the wicked, alwayes to vaunt and vrapge ARs.20.0 
of theyr concealed mifteries : but what of that thinke they (as GO Ta 
ſayth by Amos) to eſcape, by darknefſe or horror of their denne It may 
not bee, for if they LE to hell, bis hand is able ſpeedily to dragge AMos.9. 
them thence : if they take the winges of the morning, and mount y 
to the clowds,he wyll _—_ them downe,if they ſhrowde themiclucs 
in the skyrt of the mount Carmelus, he wy1l put them off: if they diue 
' or plunge into.the bottome of the Seaghe wyll direCt a Serpent, to tor- 
- ment and ſtinge them ia the deepes : if they flic before the face of their 
enimies;he wyll|appoint a {word ro ſlaughter them, and to whatſoever 
courle they bende themſelues. with theyr endeuours , bee wyll fixe bis 
cves vgon them, not for good but harme : for theyr conceyres are lyke 
the droppes of the morning dewe vppon the leaves , which fall nor for | 
the ſonnes of men : but tarrie with a miſte,and are diyed vppe with an 
| | "MAL exhala- 


Anal, lib.z 


Tt PF = defenſatine again the poyſon 


v7 exhalation. Quid apponetut tibi liogua'doloſa ſagittz potentis,acure 
+4 Plal.120.4, cum carbonibus de folatorjjs,the ſharp arrowes Ne fe ghty wich the 
Wk | coales of deſolation,[t is no doubr, rhat Spiritus vertigints , that ſpirite 
L | Fſai,t4.14, Of gyddinelle(as the Prophete termeth it) whereby wee learve ſo ma» 


ny windinges in and out, and all ts this ende ; cheefely, Vt iv Domino 
Feel preuaricemur, but when all is' doone , that ſentence of the Preacher 
| <cic-57, 27 wyll be found moſt true : Qui ſophiſte loquitur odibilis eſt, hee that 
Not ' ſpeaketh ſophiſtically isto be deteſted , Wee reade that Adan;fearing 
> + 16 Gene. 3.8, eaſtthe light would reueale his wickednefle, in giuing are to the fal 
| Prophets hed himſetfe in a corner of the garden,and durſt not ſo muck 
; "y preſent himſelfe , in the fight or walke of bim, that made all of no- 
thing, - Pegs 


r.Reg.28,8, of conſulting with the ſorcereſſe , ro any more then two of his owne 
», rruſtie ſeruaunts :: Velleda the grear Propheteſle of Gertnanie, would 


oh+ ! :, , _ conferre withno man,that hermaieſtic might ſceme-thegreater;'vnto 
| ! 0d Tacit.An- thgfe that were not acquainted with bet cunnitig'-.:The Tuglers hauc 
| nal. lib.3. no fancie.to playe one tricke oftentimes, fot feare leaft chat which cau+ 


ſcth woonder at the firſt would make ſport at the parting ; Theodorer 


hd Hiſto.lib 2, reportes that Leontius, Dofrinam inuoluchris obtexir , couered his 
| of | Capel3e - dodrine with vayles, which ſome compared to rockes vnder water. 
rb ©, The peeuiſhe heretiquey ar'the firſt planting of the fayth (ſaycth Euſes 


-1 . bius) madeſmall account,yppon what text of holy writte, but rather in 
Euſcb.lib.s. what moode or figure they'concluded albtheyr blaſphemics : which is 


$54 vir. ; d . - : 

F j- cap. vir all one with that which lob calleth, Sententias inuoluere ſermonibus 

ny 6s . . Imperitis, To m_ and foldevp ſentences in vcskylfull vtteraunce. 
Ys Iob.38,zz This ambuiguity of Oracles, was the cauſe why Plutarch thought that: 
f Fs; none;but ſuch as were expert in Logicke, were fitte to prophecie,which 
NTH oÞ prooues theyr arte , conſiſt and ſtand morevppon toyes then trueth, 

, v7 . l ? - a 

Wh (ok yppon cauilles ther! playne dealinges. To this'effeR;exclaymeth Cotta 
.; ar Ivkewiſe ,. Oſfantte Apollo , tus oraculis chrifippus totum-yolumen 

| Fel De divin, impleuir,partim falfis, partim caſu veris, patrim falfiloquis & obſcuris, 
TRE TP hib.z, vt interpres cgear 494 ar , partim ambiguis , vt quz ad dialeticum 
| 4 referenda fint, &c. O holy Appollo, with thy Oracles hath Chrifippus 
+ | |  freighteda full volume, whereof pantc is altagether falſe (as I belecue) 
$08 0 and ſome part true, but more by happe then cunning . Some are to be 
{ *þ applyed and beht to what fide we lyſt , orkers fo obſcure and darke, as 

if (hg He that takes ypon bimto interprete,ſtandes in greater neede of an in- 

13 1 terpretour : and ſome are ſo doubrfull and ambiguious as cannot be 

- 8 . . 

4/4 found out, without the skyl & ſuttelties of Logicke. Whereypon,l may 
| 's be conclude that no man, vnder the degree of a Maiſter of Arte,cav either 
BS 5.4 yaderſtand or mes a Prophecie :; Sceperus, a Icarned writer of our 
Ph fy age,cnquireth wherea man might meete with one,that could give any 
# Taft + | | . 
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us Saule, although he were a King,, would not impart theſcrets = 
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Con. valeat 
us and the lib.1.ca. 22. 


quorundam miſteriorum funulatione,vnder the colour and pretence of ) 
ccrtaine ſectete miſteries, Morcouer (c) Marcus the Magieian'was wont Euſ Q 

to. baptiſe In nomine ignoti omaium parentis, / in-the-name of the yn. "Ter 19e4 
knowne father of all thinges , to whom the Painims built anaulter, 
longe before his dayes at Athens,. All the Sibilles, dwelt in grottes and, 


9. . 


(d) 
ſecrete places vnder grounde, befide;they kept theſclues no cloſer while: AQ.17 23. 
they were aljue, thentheyr bookes| were holden after they were deade. _ © 4 
Nec ab vllo(e) przterquam aduamwiris jnſpici potuerunt , neyther In 0. 
: ht por falſa.rclig. 
mighe they be looked into by any , ſaving the two choſen perſons that 1 F 
were appoyntcd to that office... _=d Finds ly PorgNye 
The Coniurers of Perfia, finding themſclues ſo farre ouer matched, 
with the meflengers of,God in cleare and open l1ght,deviſed ro admo+ Theod.li.s 
nith the king : not Viua yoce, but by a certaine hollowe ſounde, con- cap.22. | 
ucicd into his priviecloflette, by a ſecrete trunke of ſundry plages, and 
kyndes of puniſhments, which were like to fall yppon his houle, in re- 
R,he had too nbd depended and relied yppon the Chriſtians, and 
evren gementes, but when the ginnes and vices of the Troyan 
horfe, were Lk open to the common yiewe: the king himſclfe accor- 
dyng to the worthy preſident, of Cirus his prediceſſor in the ſame an- 
ority,gaue ſentence againſt all the crewe, Vt decimarentur,' that the 
tenth whe ſhould be ſlaughtered, For,though the ſeales of Danicl Dan.14. a1 
oungze, 


were {ounde, there was a vaulr,and though the cloſſet doore were ſhut, 
they founde a vent for theyr villany. c 

Theophilvs the byſhop of Alexandria,defcricd the caues and holes, 
between an other Idole & the wall, wherin the prieſtes & prophets Jur- 
king,gaue out what aunſwers ſerued fitteſt for their purpole.l ſpeak nor 
of the lacrifices to the mother of the Gods,% to Proſerpina,the queene 
of hell,cleane ynder grounde : nor of the bloudy cenſure of the Turkes 
againſt all men that dare preſume , wig. 7 or diſpute againſt theyr 
Alcharon, partly becauſe,it is too baſe to abide the touch, partly, leafte 
as LaQtantiusconceiueth,in a caſe not much vnlyke : Suſceptas publice 
religiones diſputatio talis extingueret, ſuch a diſputation might happen 
to put out, and quenche a fourme and order of religion,publiquely ſta De Orig er, 
bliſhed.But I wonder moſt, at the fond conceite of Tulian,the vile A» non, cap, 
Poſtata, which|was Naturam ancre in abſtruſo latere, that nature cove- 
ted to lurke in|corners that were hidden , and that the divine nature, 
would not ſffer the knowledge of it ſelfe,to be driuen into the wicked _ 
and yppure cates of men, with a fimple kinde of vtteraunce. I; ſeemes 
| EF M mail. _ thax 
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A defenſatine againſt the poyfon 
that Tully (though an infidell) was otherwiſe perſwaded in this point, 
_—_— Viet fideorum figna ſunt , cureſlent obſcura, howe ir 
carhe to paſſe, that if theſe rhinges muſt be taken, and accepted as fignes 
ſent from God,they were ſo darke,as if be ſhould baue ſayd, that eyther 
the Gods had in very deede, a meaning to reucale,them vnto men, in 

- which caſe it was requiſite to ſute, and match them with our fraile ca- 
pacity,or he meant it not all, and then our paines are idle. He prooueth 
10 an other place,that thinges which are obſcure, want both grace and 
The pecuiſh heretickes theſelues, diſcouered this masking vnder 
vailes;to be ſo fitre a ſhaddowe for abuſe,as Maximus Maudarenfis, was 
not aſhamed to obieCt againſt the Chriſtians, (though moſt vntruely) 


| that they had a proper and peculier God of theyr owne, Adquem in 


abdito viderdum ſe componebant, whom they prepared themſelves, to 
bebolde in ſecreſey.I thinke the reaſon was, eyther becauſe they ſhutte 
theyr chamber doores, when they gaue themſclues to pray , as well to 
ſhunne the lcuen of the Pharaſies in bragging of theyr outward com- 
lements,of zeale and charity, as alſo to follow Chriſte, - orels becauſe = 
hos feare of perſecution, they were enforced to allemble and commu- 


nicate in corners : and beſides at times ynſcaſonable, in regarde wherof 


. Tertulhan giues wo to his wite, to beware of matching with an 


infidell after his deceaſe, ſayth he,if you riſe vp to ſerve and ho- 
nor God, he will grow iclous and miſtruſtfull, that eyther your life and 
conuerſation,is not as it ought, or your excrciſes'according to the rule, 
Qui, male aguot oderunt lucem) are not ro be wuſtified. Who hſt to ſee 
more ſlaunders forged,and ſurmiſed vppon this grounde, may read the 
ſame good father , in his gallantand moſt juſt Apologie : for other 
wiſe;howe greate an overſight hadit beene in them, tolurke jn angles. 
withour light,when theyr maiſter Chriſt himſelfe, nor onely wrought. 
his miracles,and taughr his Apoſtles, in the fayreſt & moſt open light, 


208 oh Mat; 18. 17. ©: = | 9g, * wg. 
; Bp 0 uf git dns. gr 7 es A ſhould be preached on the toppes of houſes, 
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»  Plal.44.15- 


his charch, (wherunto we are c6maunded to re» 


paring it ſometime to Sion, ſometime to a woman cl in the ſun, 
ſometime _ —_ dau game mp with divers — and to. 
whatſocuer els eyther heyght or maieſty . But, as the principles 
| whereuppon falſe Proph e/, raj couert,and the places wet You 

dwell : ſo likewiſe are the prophecies rhemſelues,2nd nor more. 


perrillous inpraQtiſe, then difficult in or vnderſtanding, For, fince 

all matters, which are onely ſounded by conieCture, haue no certaine 

(de' whereon to reſte,. It is no meruaile ( 25S. Cirill writes) 

the devils fineſt praCtiſe hath ever beene, to CO —— of 
mm 


bys dryft, within a clowde,of ambiguity.Thus,as the ol 
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recordes, Sequuntur diabolum,qui ſunt ex parte cius, they | 
devill.that are of his bande, and as the Propher ſpeaketb, Sap.2.24. 
_ the — ſo —— the daughter. For | 4 
icked,tooke firſt very greate and violent exceptions, aſwel | 
to the Prophet Ezcchiel, as afterwarde to Chriſt himſelf, for vſing pa- Fzec.t6: 44 | 
rables,yet coulde they readily,and without any kinde of ryſing in the | 
ſtomacke,| put ouer and digeſt the deuils ſophiſtry ; who lyke a wylye nn”; 
Foxe, divers holes to his earth, for feare of being wayted for, or | 
taken uided.l coulde ler in an Occan,of firte examples .' for the 
roouing of thys poynt, bur becauſe the volume ſyelleth, with the bur- 
of it ſelfe,] will not charge ir any further then is requiſite, Arſuch 
time as the Oracles of Apollo warned Cambiles,to beware of Smerdis, x4,,, li3. 
— whoſette lime-twigges for his crowne,the king forthwith ſuppoſing PO 
that his brather had becne meant , bereft him of his life, bur after this ® 


the 
A 
Sicurt mat 

though 


in the ſame degree, by praftiſe againſt his brotber;as the ſequel proues + | 
bur for reuerence ynto the man , in ſomereſpe@already tolde,I wyll .. 

our Claudius, bein prvil 2dmoniſhed to beware of in 
the gouerour of Afta, whoſe | 
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nt. | 
PF ſame Cambyſes (of whom 1 ſpake before) being aduiſed , to | iÞ | 
bewareof a towne called Ecbatana, would'neuer come at one of thoſe: | 
which was in his owne dominions, bur light by chaunce into- another, . j 
where hys life ended, So dyed an Earle of Pembruch at Barwicke in | 
Wales,when he was put in feare of Barwick on the border, and Edward 
the firſte, at Brough q 6758 the ſandes , when he douted ”___ n. | 
Stanmore. The night before king Henry the fourth, meant to feire for- = 

| : .M m.3.: warde. | | [1 
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| ward to the holy lande, with an intent to declare his inwarde repen- 
6-40 raunce,for the wrongs which he bad doone at home, by warring againſt 
13% infidels : becauſe it had beene tolde him thar he i die-in leruſa- 
| lem,it was his fortune to fall ficke, and dye ſoone after in a chamber, 


bearing that name heereat Weſtminſter, | 
Wolley the Cardinall of Yorke,being giuen to vnderftande, that at 


Kingſtone he ſhoulde ende, woulde alwayes rather ryde aboute,then 


"4 p through Kingſton vppon Thames, though it were his ready waye 
—_ om Aſher tothe Courte: but afterwarde, notwithſtandiog all thys 
| 4 | dilligence, the man was committed by.the Sogy eapalth commaun-» 
© 1 dement,to the charge of Sir. Anthony Kingſton, to be conueyed wyrhal 
_ | > ſpeede to the tower,if yppon diſcouragement, and want of heart he had 
TH 000 not fallen into a burning feuer, yppon the way at Leiceſter, andthere 
b 4 1 | V deceaſed. The lewes vppon a certaite prophecy,that one ſhould fpryng 
1-0 Toſcp. anti9. our of that-quarter,who ſhoulde be Monarke of the worlde , ſuppoſing 
ph. 11b.7.c4.19. that theyr.cheines were almoſt loſe, and theyr mil-fortnnes drawingeto 
L; | an ende; became ſo-braue and gallaunt againſt Rome, without regarde 
iv; &- 4 of eyther lawes or magiſtrates,that as a country man of theyr owne re- 
l Fl  portes, Ne aduerfis quidem ad vera mutarentur , they were not refor- _ 
! | med and brought to trueth,no not with aduerſity , but whither thys iy 
126, were yerefied in the Emperour Veſpaſian, who as Ioſephus wryrtes, pri- 
iÞ4 uſquam E Iudzorum finibusdiſcederet , Czlar deſignatus eſt, was ap- 
"* : Y 1 poynted Emperour, before cuer he departed out of Paleſtine;or rather in 
FS loh.8.56, our Lord and Sauiour leſus Chriſt,the ting of kinges, whoſe day Abra 
"4 | bam behelde, Er gauiſus eft,and was gladde,albeitthe ſtubborne Fewes 
oh 1-0 refuſed, and caſt off his gentle yoke : yer Iam ſe this ambiguity was 
hb. one of the cheefeſt meances,to bring on that mortal] warre, which accor 
| yr pi ding to the words of Chriſt himſeltc,leit nor ſo much as one ftone vp= 
$3 3% 4/0 | an : 
| 9 the time of yalens,(the moſt wicked and blaſphemous Emperor) 
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ſome to ſollace and delight themſclues, with hope of chaunpe , and o+ 


thersthat were rich and happy, by the mallice of the time :/becing both 
deſirous in one degree,though not with one humour, to knowe by wic- 


j Theo.ljb ked and forbidden artes,who ſhoulde ſucceede, the deuil} (as mine au- 
F j; NCO.1D.3, thourwrytes) Obſcurvm vti ſolet reſponſum dedit,gaue an obſcure an- 
PAs ſwere,according to his wont,thatthe parties name of whom they were 
47 fo curious to ynderſtande,beganne with theſe foure ktters,9« oo). Thys . 
uy comfortable Oracle, hauing beene delivered and conueyed ouer, from 
Woh! one freende to another by diſcourſe: brake out atlaſte,and came to the - 
ML, princescare,who muſing and deliberating wyth himſelfe, awhile ypon 
"4 thepoinr, procured the diſpatch foorthwith, and riddauuce of ſo many 
wi out of the way,as eyther in refpe& of honour,courage, witte, diſcon- 
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=» \ af Jappoſedprophecies,” | 
affinity with theſe foure letters, might by a Mbillyty, 
er put his-p 0-096 or his ſtate in hazarde. Bur x Hap mrs 
that not Theodoſiuf immediatly; at whom he ſhor withour all ayme 
but firſt Gratiam, and afterwarde Theodofius atteyned to the gouern- 
ment, The Welſhmen had a prophecy, that the roode of Daruell GathrE 
ſhould ſetteifire ona forreſt a thinge ſo farre from ſence and probabi.. * 
litye,as no than coulde conceiue what it ſhould meane , till Cromwell 
meaning tomake a ſcorne of ſuperſtition,cauſed the fire wherewith no 
foreſt ſtored with great trees, but a fily frier ſhould be burnt,to be kind 
led with that image. + So thatin very deede a great man ſprange out of - 
Iadza(butno Iewe) Theodofius ſucceeded Valens, but not immediat- 
ly,Daruell Gathern burned a frier but no-forreſt,and the ſtrumper had. 
achilde by one Euſtathus, mary not the biſhoppe,but the copper ſinyth. 
Thus haug I made plaine,that it neytber ſtandeth with the duetye'of 
a Chriſtian 7 which ought wholy to depende vppon the providence of Tpqq 1; x 
God, nor with the iudgement of a godly.wiſc man,: that would willin cap.22 
by both thriue in this worlde,and line in the worlde to come, nor wy ; 
c profeſſion of an honeſt man, that hateth couine and deceite, to ſeeke: 
out any other prowpter, then Veritatis ſpiriti,oor any.other lighrthen 
puma any other meane the mercy,nor any other trade the finglenes 
or 7 the tree we may gelle at the fruite,and by the lips at the lertice, 


rtentment, 


# 


Ow, whereas ſome may perhappes enquire, whither the armes of 
% God beſhortngd,or his mercy rowarde vs ſo much abated: as he 
- neytherican ,. nor will in{pirc his-prophets in theſe latter dayes, 
with ſo large a meaſure of his grace, as thoſe that liued vnder the yoke 
and bondage of the lawe. To this I baue already made a full and perfe& 
anſwer,wher I treated of rhe ceaſing of that exrraordinary gift, & there 
fore in this place wil ſay no more, but that conſidering it pleaſed Chriſt, (a) 
not only to giue ſome Apoſtles, & ſome prophets,and other ſome euan x 
geliſtes, others paitours & doCors, (a) to the co nſamartion of the ſainrs, (b) 
vnto the work of the miniſtery,voto the edifiing of the body of Chriſt p15 
vntill we meete all into the vnity.of the faith, and knowledge of che-fon 
of God,into a perfe&t:; man,into the meaſure of the age of the fulnezof 
Chriſt,But withal to leaue the holy ghoſtyhis deputy (as Tertullian (b) ,,, 1- 
calleth him Y {cyto dire vs.into all trueth : & ro continue with vs,, ( OP 
not. ,- fora month, but(d) foreuer, we neede not thirſt ſo greedily for ,, + 
like diſcoueries. Againe, we denye not, but that as the ſpirite (ce) blow- (e) 
 eth where he lift,as the power of Chriſt is neither ſtinted , nor confined , 1 - © 
within bounds, ſo when it pleaſeth bim,he may raiſe vp a prophet that 7 ) | 
ſhall tell what is to come, bur after ſuch a manner; as he raiſed (f) Laza- 
rus from death ; mary notwithſtanding fince we ſhall be peſtered, wyth 
falſe propheres( as our ſauiour Chriſt warned vs) vnder the skynnes 1. 
of (g) Lambes;that is the weede of plainnefle and fimplicity, which in-  * 
wardly are rauening and deuguring woolues, . 
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| A defenſative again# the poyjon 
6 - Since there were falſe Prophetes,once among you(ſayth ſaint Peter) 
v.Pet.2, > (h)Sicur & nuncyin yobis ſunt magiſtri ,cuen as now therare 
(©) among you lying maiſters,fince as1 prooucd in another place, the de- 
2,Cor.11,74 uyllcantrifforme himſelfe into(i)an Angel of lyght, not for any leue 
(k) he beares to heauen, bur to prepare a way to ſpoyle on earth: wee can- 
1.1ohn.3, 4+ notbe to waric in diſtinguiſhing the miniſters of lyght fr darkneſle, 
(1) rrueth from errour,and lyes from prophecie . Saint Tobn aduiſeth ys, 
1.Co.12,10. (k)Probare ſpiritus,to trye ſpirits whether they be of God or not ; and 
(m) S$.Paule,ſo mucheſteemes this gyft,(l) Diſcrenonis ſpirituum,of diſcer- 
2.Rc.16,12, ning ſpirites,as he matcheth it with that of working miracles, we reade 
(") that God(m)c6maunded Semei to curſe Dauid : againe (n) Propheta= 


Exec. 14+ 9- cum erraverit & loquutus fuerit verbum , ego Dominus coooge illum, 


(9) - whenthe Prophet hath erred, & ſayd the word (fayth God by Exechiel) 
TReg-21.22 [the Lord baue deceyued him . Tolyke cffe& he warranted the courſe 
(p) which OY ſpirit,meir to take in abuſing Achab,with his whole 
2.Par.32,31. conſort of Prophetes,in thoſe wordes,(o) Decipies & przualebis . The 
 @) ſame God, gaue ouer Ezechias lykewiſe, Vt(p)tentaretur . Beſide, in 
Nahu 6. 13. thatſhort fourme of prayer which our ſaujour bath ſet downe for vs in 
(r) rbe Goſpell,our requeſt is,thar he (q) leade vs not into tentation, 8c. 


Deu.13, 3- Wherfore weareto note, our of a place in (r) Deuteronomy, that God 


permitteth ys to be oftentimes,& thar for ſundry cauſes : firſt, 

1.Cor.It. 19. yr palam fiat an diligamus, intoto corde, in tota anima noſtra, that it 
(t) may be manifeſt, whether we looue with all our heart, and with all our 
».Thel.2, 9. foule . And (to the ſame effeR) ſaint Paiile hath fer it downe;tbat (Cl) 
(r) herefiesmuſt begthar they which are appreoued miay be manifeſt,ano- 
Tob.z. 1, therreaſonis , Ve (t) iudicentur omanes , qui non crediderunt veritati, 
(x) rhatallthey may be iudged, which haue not giuen credite to the truth. 
Lat. de Thyrdls; Vt (v)poſteris detur exemplum patientiz noſtrz, that an ex- 
Orig. erf- ample of our ſufferaunce maye bee tranſported , and conutyed to thoſe 
lib.v0.18: that ſhall come after vs, Furthermore, that we may repayre more ſpec - 
(y) dily to God, when the deuyll chaſeth vs in moſt extremutie : and laſt of 


- dudg.14. allf, Vt (x) habeat alios quospuniar, alois quos honoret, that be nuaye 


finde ſome to rewarde,and ſome to pnniſhe, Wherevpon it is affirmed 

4a the (y) ludges, that when Sampſon wemt about to marrie with an 

Infidell , Parentes veſcicbant quod res a Domino fieret, & quzrerer 

-occaſionE contra Philiſthim: his parents vnderſtood not that thing was 

wrought by God, that by this meace he mighe picke a quarell againſt 

When fome ſhall ſay that heere, and there is Chriſte, when Antichriſt 
%.Theſ-2, 9. himſelfe ſhall come, according to the operation of Sathan, in all lyiag 
ſigncs and woonders, &c, When the dayes ſhall be ſo daungerous, as 

faith cannot be found withour ſome difficultie,and if thoſe 192k were 
rot care oft by mercie ,” the verie choſen andeleR themſclues, ſhould 
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g's «th-to:he finallendeof all TEnit.cin- 
cps faciant,, the Waſpes make. comber5 7a, Ma, 


: and by the text it ſelfe it maye be that deuylles 1;þ, ,. 
of the e ſort might be caſt out in the name of Belzebub., whome | 
God th by his mercie, In deuorationem,cui vult er; q yulr, 


ved by whome, and when it pleaſeth bim. All theſe afſzults 
are ſtrongybut yer God is Faithfull , who;wylLootſufter v+r0;bee tryed Marth. 9,53, 
and tempted aboue our ability: Omnia autem poſſumus,ineo qui-nos 


eonfortat, but we maye doo all in kim that comfortesvs -.  But,cuen as 4 Efdr k; 
- they which offered Sacrifice to fayned gods, with the fonde Arcadians, *- pts- 
weretr into once wilde beaft or other: as they thattaſtedof + 
that whoriſhe cuppe 10 the Reuclation, were conſumed by the wrath of 2- Cor.!, 18 
God,as Lottes wife, onely for looking backe. was turned into-a ſtone Phil.4.:3, 


of falte: as none that hauing ſer theyr handes once to the plowe, drawe 
COON apte for the kingdame of God: fo they. that giue them 
{clues from tructh to lyes,are ten-tymes-worle then eyther brute beatts 
or ſtones, and hatch more monſtets in the church of Chriſte ; theveuer P92 17.4- 


Poetes coul « 1cuiſe our of the crotchettes of theyr gyddicfancies., 1f 

then the det! by this Neight,m changing at canes ſhapesand... , _ = 
colours,as withoutthe-grace of God he may deceyue the beſtrand God. | 1 0 
himſelf hath ſometymes armed him for,reproote of our afſured fairk, -  *? 
which ſtriue and skyrmiſhe,ynder the moſt royall enſigne of the crofle 

of Chriſte :| wee muſt ſeeke our more certay ne-groundes of difference, , 


c Prophecies of G O D, and the deceytes of Sathan, if-wee 


meane to be prepared againſt miſcheefe,neytheris this matter difficult 
' orhard,to that labor in the word. Foreu& as God enflamed wath 
a mercifull and rEder care of our foules' health, hath ſpecified the marks 
- whereby the falſe Apoſtles may be noted and diſti ;from'the/Pa- 


ſtours of the| Church ; 'So maye we iudg7: of Prophetes, by the ſame;{o , 
often as itpleaſeth bimito rayſe yp any,inancxrraordioarie manner, 


[rſt, therefore I require that whoſocuer wyll be taken , and: reputed 
as a lawfyll Prophet, prooue bis ſpirite to haue beene infpired from 
aboue : for, otherwiſe howe cunninglic ſocuer itbevayled with 2 
; maske of guile, yer wyll it neyther carry weight norcolour with the 


odly . Oft this minde was godly.loſeph, whew he tolde the ſeruants of E 

ing Phar2o , Dei eſſe interpretationem,;thar interpretation Rene ED 
vnto God : T ſo lykewife was Daniel ; referring a}l to: God: which Gene.40, & 
foretelleth things to come: Mihi quoque non in ſaptEtiaquz eſt in me, | 


plus _ cunCtis viuentibus ſacramentum hoc revelatum eſt, &c. 
For this miſtenie(ſayth he) was notreuealed vnto mee, in reſpe(t of a- 
ay greater wiſedome, then is-in otber men, 8c. By lob-we arc affured, 

N ni, Inſpira+ 


Dan.2z,3z0, 


& ar as bath. 5 es Oo Fre, 
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4 26ads beers 
; ana petiar>hny ſore entiam , thar _—_ 
lokn. $2;8, | ragnrmewbag mer Scanner, tha we may 

os 445 Hen Ger quam ron plain Do winus pnking Nr atk 
dooth parch and wyrker,vpon God letterhfall no droppes of his 


—_— " fauour, Hoc primum imetligances i6.For this muſt we firſtof al con= 
Os! ceyue and voderſtand(ſayth ſaint(a) Peter) that no of an Scrip- 
5 bo rs by priuate interpreration., For,not by-the wyll'of man, 
DERRLay ors oughr at anytime, but the holy men Nof God be porhiems 
yo od wich c holy G kofThefiep phe ere ve , theyr con 
(b in darke,r Fa opinion made 44906 bounded 
lamb. wy within.lymirtes : (b) [amblicus; in his -oaver> 4 > c miſteries of E- 
miſt, Acgp o 9h 37a theyr conceytes , which would bane drawne | 
yen ecie,cyther from che! br of nature, or from any 0- 
ther fo 


the meere grace of God, In quo omnis authorita- 
tis przlaga vis ye lung in whome confiſteth the prognoſticating force 
of M1 andoritie . So Chriſte gaue bis Father thankes-, for concealing 
(c) (c) from the learned, what hee had revealed ynto babes, and againe, hee 
choſe (d) Ta papa Tv xzour , the follies of theworld , ro confound the 


ke.10, 
a T * praQtiſe of the curious. If prophecie be fupernaturall dir 5nitic, then can 
1.Cor.1, 27. 38 20t be taught by rule , Sed per principia diuivitus reuelarz, bur by 


pony ples revealed by God onely . Therefore, Nabuchedonozor ac- 
nowledgeth the [Link of prophecic in Danie], (e) tus Domi- 
(«) min lo wr erat, the of God was in him : andthe wi book Balthaſar, 
Dan.4. 23- feekethto LL her husbid from the frutleffe cofidence, which be 
repoſcd in the fooliſh prophetes * that had loſt the pole, by thisplayne. 
(f) demonſtration deduQted. From the cauſe cfficient, thatthere was in Da- 
Dnn'3 1 nicll,(f-)Spiritus amplior &-oſtenſio ſecretoruma more plentifull and - 
> / * ampleſpirite,jogyncd with diſcoucric of ſecretes. Not long before the . 
tyme,that Saule was called and aduauncedto the gouernement, he was F- 
R ; aduentiſed by Samuel the Prophers, as itwerefor anctneſt of Gods fa- | 
" e106 * your toward-him, tharhe ſhould prophecie,bur when? Marie (g) Cum | 
infilierit in te ſpiritus Domini , when the ſpirite of God bath inuaded. 


Fed #+93* thee, &c.  Io6a3s fayde to have beene (b) Diuinitus direBtus : and | 

— ( without him,ſayth Efay, we neyther knowe where to finde, Thefauros 

f gd = * abſconditos.vel arcana ſecretorum. Though Balack would giue me the T 

| Num ) ig houſe fulkof golde or filuer , ſayth the prophete Balam , I canneyther I 

2 "_ * '* (E)choppe nor chauo _ the word of God, ro ſpeake more or lefle : and c 

N WM ; againe, (I) tero loqui, &c? Can1l ſpeake or delyuer any l 

am 4+: 5 other thing,then hah God hath put into my.amouth, &c. Putas d 

"8's if _ m) A go fara apericnda ſunt, (m) in ob feumeſfe, &c. Thinke you f 

OBE P f Pp} ayth another Prophere in Toſephus, that fo often as the deſtinies are ro fe 

'.. "_— 19-4 bercucaled , itconfifteth in our wyll and power, to ſuppreſle or ytter T 

Aye. 6Þ* what we relyſt Not fo, Nam jpſe ſpirits vracula quz ru]t, profes; — ki 
TRE . + 
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tantibus, For the ſpirite hirſclfe giueth our, - 
him, when wee doo ney vnderſtand nor 


(n) 
Eurip.. in 
Iphig. 
(0) 
Plal.84.4. * 


20hc is ly pe 6 | 
_ re made acquainted with the ſecrete parpots of almigh- So - 3 
tic G O D: but,from his owne mouth, and by the ſeruice of an Angell. | + *. ” bs 
Eliſeus diſcoyercdthe({,) inward thoughts of Gicze, and all the words © © 


which the King ſpake in his-privie (t) chamber : but by the grace of (1) 
{v) diſpenſation, and thereforc-we maye note a great regard in Hely, to ** @) 
diltinguiſhe þetweene reuclation and phantafic , when bee gaue aduile 


to Samuel(declaring what had chaunced him , before he were infſtruc- 4-Reg.6.t2. 


ted inthe ward of God) to returne to(x) flcepe and not aunſwere any *, & CO) - 
more, tyll the voice had called him againe,, ſuppoſing that a dreame in) << 
would raniſh,lyXe a ſhaddowe of it felfe : butthe voice of God would 4 


not giue ouer, tyll his holy wyll and pleaſure were accompliſhed, (z) 
Sen 


: 
| 
7 


m tum, quis ſcict niſt dederis ſapientiam & mileris ſpiritum in © 
ſantum fas 6 alriſimis. Who ſhall attaine tothy ſence,vnleſſe thou 22072 
give wiſedome, and ſende downe the {pirite from the higheſt . He gi- , 4.7... 
ucth (a) lnſpirationem & omnia ; and the Preacher carneſtly perſwa- bY ; 
dech vs,in no wile to ſer our hearts ypon a'viſion or prophecie, ynleſle it Y 
deſcend (b) Ab altiflimo : the reaſon followes in Gint Paule, (c) Quz 9 W 
Dei ſunt, nemg nouit niſi ſpiritus Dei , Fortheſe thinges that 1eof | 6 
On , or belqag to him, are not otherwiſe to be vnderſtoode then by Do fe 
is ſpirite. 
This warrant of Gods fpirite, therefore is the cheefeft and ſureft P: 
meane of diſtipguiſhing , betweenethefalſe and true * but yer fioce (4) © 
that olde mounte-bancke,of (s) Bethel, was not aſhamed to pretende 3.Reginz. 7, 
this warrant, when he went about to-coufin & decciue * (c)and the falſe (c) 
Prophetes in the dayes of leremy , demaunded how the ſpirite of God Toh, 3.8, 
could forlake them,8&c,We muſt examine them by the word of God,as 
by the touch of itcuth:: for ifan ny ſhould preach any otherfaith'or "6 
doCtane,then that which beganne firſt at (f) Ieruſalem,and hath'been wa # 
fince diſpearſed ouer all the world, let him be(g)Anathema,God is of- Ty 
fended beauily| with a mortall fioner,, which abulerb his holy name, (. 1 (B) 
much more with a deceytfull Prophete, that darecarpe it his pteroga+ ** aatiaa 
tWc,and therefore |cq them yaunt of Ieruſalem, the Arke,the Cherv on, 
a Le es | N n.ii. al 
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A defenſatine againſt the poyon 


the couena ,or of what they lyſt, a proteſtarion which is flatly repug-/ 
nant to the or ate ir ſelfe,auayleth not'to ſtrike of ry i or'a-' 
. mercement, which is ſer yppon thoſe malepart ona , tharco- 


uer lyes with hope, and hookes a water Ko 
iſter for all the world, was be- 
"of cauſe he had the (b) wordes of eucilaſting lyfe , which area lanterne to 
1ohn.6,68, 9ur ſteppes,a fountayne of true wiſedome , a ſtaffe of ficdiaſt comfort, 
indanGricde ofcertagnane. Uo TT TT TIT YTOORTTTT 
The noble men of Theſflalonica, for tryall of the ſoundneſle of that 


(i) foyrite', wherewuth the Diſciples and Apoltles taught , repayred to the - 


ARts.17, 11. text of holy writte. (3) Scrutantes ſcripturas, an hxcira ſe haberent,&c. 
,(&) Searching and examining the Scriptures, whether thele thinges were 


Tohn.s 39. indeede as they weretolde. Andto this Oracle our Saujour, (k) ſent 


(1) th: Seribes and Phariſeis, who ſeemed to make doubt of his authort< 
Hebr.3 12,..tic : For theſe are in deede, (1) Diſcrerores ſpirituum & intentionum/ 
(m) Ccordis,(m) The diſcerners of our fpirites, and of the purpoſe of our hart. 
lohn.it, 48. According to the: Scriptures ryghtly vnderſtoode , not onelye ſcruples 
(n) were(0) decided, whylg the lawe bare all the ſtroke, bur caſes of our 
Deut.17, 10. ſoules, ſhall be(o) determynedin the daye of iudgement. Shall the 
(0) people.fayth Efay,requirea vifion of theyr God, for the lyuing from 
Iohn.12.48, the dead ? Ad (p) legem magis & teſtimonium , quod # non dixerint 
juxta verbum, hoc nonerit cis matutina lux, Rather let them come ro 

Ei, 10, thelaweand theteſtimony : bur if they ſpeake nor according to this 
(q) worde, they ſhall not enioye the morning lyght, &c. And therefore, as 


2 Reg 28.6, WC blame not Saule , for asking (q)counlayle of the Prieſtes and Pro= 


(r) phe:s,to whom the gyft of ſoiid 1nterpretati6, was allotted and(r)aſſig- 
Deut.17.9. ned - the mercie of almightic God, that the people might have ever 
Mala.z.7, anaffured ground whereon to reſt : and the(t ) fpirirs of the Prophers, 

(1) might be ſubie& to the ſame, So God hath raſed him our of the booke 
r.Cor,14. 32 of lyfe, for ſecking(t) knowledge by the wicked ſpyrites, when the [py 


(t) rite of his God had quite forſaken him. The prophet Dauid would not 


1.Re.28; 16, be bclecucd any further, touching the plot of that holy Temple, which 
(v) his ſonne ſhould builde, then he could bring proofe,(v) Omnia veniſſe 
1.Par.28,19. ſcriprta manu Domini ad ſe, W115: vunverla opera Exemplaris, 
(x) that all thinges appertayning to the ſame ,- came to fim written with 
lohn,$; 56, thc hand of God, that hee might vnderſtandall the workes,of the pat- 
(y) rerne, Chriſte by the warrant of the word , approoued him{elfe to have 
Plal.169, 1. been'that very right and true Mefſhas : whome bothe Abraham beheld' 


Matt.24,22, inſpyrite,with exceeding (x)ioy,and Dauid with great (y) fatiſffaRion, 
(z:) and(z) Moſes { rnd dayly in his ceremonies, wherevppon S.Paule 


x, Sor. 3,75. dooth iuſtific the doQtrive,taught by the Diſciples & Apoſtles, cheeſe! 


(&) Fforthiscauſe,that it was the(&) fame which the Prophets had foretold; 


Ats.256, and Moles had prefigured, Moyſen habent & prophertas , for they have 


Moſcs 


MM BY & POOP = RC ORs 


| | IS, - hk *. 7 it 


A the Prophets:ſaid Abrahiiro-the gluttgo;rhat was: plaged 8 
;nthe gulfe of hel{ ito whome if t 1 giueno credit,nets 


deliver rules by rote,and crig out, Viuit Dominus, hc dicirommus, b) 


cam(b)Dominus non fir loquutus,thus ſayth' our Lord,when he ipake 1, 
it not. There may be forged vifions,/and'revelations,, burthey carne , ;* "re 
noi(c) Reſponſa Domini, the reſolutions'of God), © The world maye \,;N 
runne of whee!es, bur they are not thoſe, of which Ezechiel the Prophet. (d 


| ſpake, Inguibus(d) eratvite ſpiritus: there'may be ſtrong and migh- " 
= blaſtes? yon the hpyots 59 rurne'vp mountaynes Fol the bot- FLCC AG 
rome; bur nor in the (e) ſpirite of the God almighty . Dinuerſe maye 3-Re.13.12 
chartre and bable, Fabulationes,olde wiues tales, (t) Sed non vt lextua,” (6 
bur they areſnor lykevntothy lawe / Wherefore we maye findeplain- p11 GG 
ly by loſcphys, thatalbeir the plagues, and myſeries of theſtubborne - (0) 
and ſtyfnecked-lewes,, were reucaled beforchande to theyr generall : loſerte s | 
yet ſo great care was taken in that wretched time, that the people mighty, 11 ludg, 
not be abuſed;or miſledde by priuare fancies : wanting warrant,in the lib.3.chp. 14 
written wordes, that the ſtory ſerreth downe withall,(g)Probe nouiſle h) 
illum prophefarum libros, that hee was verie sKilfull, or well learned in n;QQu Je © 
the bookes of the Prophetes . Dioniſius(h) a godly Biſhoppe,beeing þ ap. vr citat, 
warned ina viſion nor to bee too fcrupulous , in forbearing to reade ,1, Gio 
bookes of befetiques : conſidering hee myghr as ecafilie finde matters ; 
there, wherby ito confure themſclves,as ſaint Paule dyd in Epimenides, 

Aratus, Menander, and which is more in rhe verye marble ſtones , to 

- garniſhe and ſer foorth the ſpowle of Chrifte : would not giue credite 

to the ſame, ag comming from the ſpirite of God, although hee were 

bothe learned and able to diſcerne, before hee had examined and proo- 

ued ir, Vaci Ahofolc conuenienrem,to be agreeable to the voice A- - 

poſtolique, alluding eyther to thar warrant, of making(i) proofe of all 

things,ſo that we retayne no more then is religious and good: or to a- | ay: 
notherplace where all things are ſayd, to be(k)Munda mundis, that is, y "Theſis, 2t 
cleanetothole thatarecleane,or to the(1)ſheere, let downe to Peter by () : 
fowre comers, ſhewing that nothing may be counted common or vn- Tjtus,r, x. 
cleane, which Gpd hath purified. We know that no man can lay any 0- 


ther(m)foundation,then'tlar which'is already layd for vs, which is Ie- A As. 10. IF. gt 


_ fas Chrift.that ye are built ypon the(n)Propheres and Apoſtles, Chriſt (m) 
being the corner ſtone, & that all knowledge, which hath no ground in , Cox, 3,11, 
him norinhis word : not onely puffeth vp, as S:Paule (o)declares, but n) 
banifſheth for euer, fro the ſight of him, who choſe the meanes, which pphe.s. 20, 
were accounted fooliſh in'this world, &to the ſight of fleſh and bloud, (0), 
ro confound the wicked, in the pride of theyr preſuming pollicie. 1.Cor.$,1, 

| N.n iii, Who- 
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(p) 


Num. tz.z 


(q) 


(s) 


Exo.14.12 


"oY 


Ero.14.11 


4.Reg.4.1. 


(x) 


£&n.Silu, 


hritBohem 


pag.oy. 
() 


Mat.4. 4.10 


A defenſatine «geinithepoyſen ; 


mſt choſe that are in office. 
another, Pre- 


frequeted as a-prophet: Whertore, firſt wee muſt away with wicked Ada 
mites, whoſe mannerwas, ſooften as they burned in vnlawfull or vn - 
cleane defire,to cry Spiritusin banc concaluit,my pyrite waxcth whor, 
or is inflamed to thys woman, - though ſhe werethewyfe of an other, 


. and therevppon to enjoy and vſcher , as it were by warrant from the 
* court of heauen, ſo farre as the paſtor was enforced,toconkirime, to ſcale 


and ratifie, the bargaine made the parties, by thattextin Ge- 
nefis; though wreſted like the devils Scxiptum eſt,(z) Encreaſe & mul- 
tiply,next a way with the moſt irr ,and lawfull Aonabaptiſts,whbo 
neuer youched other reaſon, for c6mitting murder, whoredome, theft, 
and whatſoruerinoe they were inclined moſt ynto, then the ſtirring 8 
ſuggeſting of theyr owne diſhoneſt ſpirite ; when the inoode enflamed 
them,and laſt of all;away with all the fayned reuclations, and viſfionsof 


Roger Bacon, frier Hilton,Sauanorola, with: thereſt of that rngodly | 


crewe : becauſe they dare not ſhewe theyr faces againſt - the churche of 


-Chriſt, which is Acies ordinata,an armic marſhalled io order, 


Whatſoener credito they haue gotten{(as Tertullian writes Yin Caſtris 
rebe!lium , vbi efſe tantum promereri eſt , in the carpe of rebles, 


where a nan'which being and aſlifting onely, may come forwarde and 


_ -atchiue great honour, yer they drawe no oharrer fro the-written worde, 


Tertul.de' 


-pre-{cript 


hexrer. 


(a) 


'P 21.84.6. 


(b) 


 LTuk.1. Js 


(c) 


.theyr gelies are notwarraunted by the holye ghoſte , they wreſt bur 


proaue not, -they deceive but teach not, and limme theyr letters ra- 
ther with the watriſh coloors of abuſe, then with che laſting oyles, - of 


laivencſle and religious Grmplicity.I know that ſtraunge forwarnings 
| + have beene fathere __— Bridgette, Abbot Ioachim and-others of 


the better ſorte,cxpreſſing with moſt bright and lively-coloures, the 
debate and diſcorde which bath beene paſſing'whotre, in this vynhappye 
agc of ours; betweene lacob and Eſan,and no furder off, thou in the bow 
els of Rebecca; but fince we findethat (a) Dominusnarrabir in (cripturis 
populorum &c. - God will declazc-inthe ſcriptures of his people , -that 
trueth ought te-bercſounded fromthe toppes (b) of houſes : and that 
ſuch-oyes as theſe, which neyther were prefigured by Moſes & the-Pro- 
phets,uor are now compriſed in the goſpel,nor approued by the-thurch 


of Chriſt,deſeruc to-bemarſhalled amopg thoſe tancies and Apocrifas, 


avhich 


aketh 


which (c) Euftochiurtwas 


or coma for theyr weyghr 
of filence, then by example | 
wiſe this inc6uenience muſt needs fall out, that as nothin 
or ridiculous , bat hath beenc 


be eolouret NEETRER —_—_ pc077-raro (2) uf 4 
who ſhall de,interprete or apply the ſcriptures ; for the! if 5 Oe, hb in 
of the finite ap theyr king FE kind caſe Launſwer,that none arc (h) 5 1; | 


ſo fitte;asthe lawfull paſtours of the Church : for that was the plaine A&.18.24 


(x) [ 
Prouided alwayes, that theſe paſtors be called orderly,; as (c)Aron $0 6.5 1.4. ' 
was, that they Yo greaſed in oy” ) bande as the Levit of Michas, 5-cap : 4 1 
they enter by the doore E )and-climbe not'vppe. another way, like mil 
a theefe = a — =y 
ſeri ris,m | in ec CLPeU - - 4 , 
ag to Js rw thoſe that oppoſe theyr mallice againſt rrueth : if 111d a 
' otherwiſe, | may be bolde to faye with Martian the learned father, that @) 
ithad beene berter for the biſhops,to hauc thruſt their band into. a buſh x1. 26, 
of thornes 
miniſters, as 


who was but a figure (1) © c 
the mineſtery of the Ares is lippes (m) ſhoulde Keepe the lawe, 
and that we ſhould require it at his handes, becauſe be was 2 meſſenger , T; | 
-of the God of hoſtes, if he were: then made (n):iudge of plea and plea, , Tj a 
and enfeoffed/with fo ſure a promiſe.as-(p);,S. Auguſtine doth plainely (9) 1; 
teache, that though he lived 11]l;yer he-coulde not teach amiſſe , Howe Mats 2. 
much rather pay: we warraunt-and afſure our ſelues , that lawfull 
paſtors (p) orderly ſucceding;, 'in the ordinary funRion of the twelve 1,4, 
Apoſtles, which were prebgured by the twelue tribes of Iſracl:ts whom , + orgs, + 
the ſonne of Godihath.promiſed his grace and divine afhiſtaunce,ſo ofte - 4 
as two (q) or thrice be-gathered together in his-name. , wyth-whom at 
departurehence, he left not onely (r) Keyes of diſcipline -, but the © 
 myghty woorking of hys holy (pyrite, with-theſe heaucnly propertyes | s 
ro (5) lancrify;to-ſuggeſt (t) vato theyr mindes , and- memories from "ig 
time to time;what ſocuer had beene eyther ſayd or deone; by him , to foladae:: 
leade (u)them jntoall tructh,and 'remaine with them to the conſuma- ex) | f 
tion of the worſde : and not with them alone, but with as many as ; « on i 
; 


Mar.28.20, 
ſhoulde (y) beipſerted, and cngratfed on the ſtocke of fayth , by the "** 
a of theyr preaching, how much rather way we warraunt,, and (y) 


_— ———— — — — 


- 
hea ee en tn Een 4 ABI wt Hl A I. offs 


' »» of fugpoſedprophecies. Hicron.ad I! 

bilo uſtoc. - . | 

taught to ſhanneas the ſcrpents egges, then _;.- 
;lthinke it aferrs conceale-the-with availe \ Cl4) 

to let in a worlde of blaſpbemics. For other-- ls) 
g 15 ſo fooliſhe Heb.x.4. | 
pleaded & defended by ſome one Philo- H 

,fo nothing is {o gedlefle and exronious, which may not 1,4 > i 

yy we Peres, diffimulation.If now:ittbe demaunded © 77? 


meaning of ſaint Paule, when he reſolucd that the' ſpirites of the Pro- py + 
phone egul le be (d )ſubie& to the Prophets, becauſe ourdaniour was Th. - wel he | 
no God of diſcorde and difſention; but of peace and ynity. . ky / nb, ow" | 


0 


be as Apolo-was:, (b) Potentes'in Heb.s.2- 
mn yea exhorte(i;)in ſounde doc- on) 


)then-co have Jayde them on rhe heads of ſuch vnleamed % 
eneyther kill roteache the ſimple, toxeſtor the weake, x, Fo ” | 
the ants 7 hy if it were affixmed of - the Iewiſh prieſte, ©1,;; &. 1b. 
that prieſt, by whom onrs are. 2uthoriſed in 4-cap.27. } 
(Pp) | 


m.4.14 


(r) 


20.223, 


on 
om.16.rg.” 


aflure Ioh, I7.10.: 


4 defenfativ aquinithepye 


| affereour clues! ſay;that-theſe ſhall alwayes bolde the skill of meaſu- 
om Oper mp eat qrperds meanes to 
\ Theſe graces areas rin 


reene che church a4 
rrupt and putrefie like puddles in hol ceſterns 
© A500 VA 9% from time to rime,arid tpring vppeto [i enerla- 
ſting.Tbechurch of Chriſt;ſhalt ocuer want truc paſtors to. direft vs'm 
| wagedy courſe;al)thoogh Miltades obſerued rightly; that vppon the 
Ru, "Y 51. of Maximnnlla «10 otherwiſe calledthe falſe pr mm 
cap.15, relle:nor one propher'could be found oor heard of, for the ſpace of 
-- tceneyeeres:together,amongher foolith ſectaries . | For, asthar-graue 


* At; 33, and learned Dottor Gamahiel:ſayd inthe counſaile openly,if the-worke 


be of new i it nay bedilloluce, butt ckedtr) is 5 incfloluble. 


| 2413 2% v5 


7 Hes fare wefinde, | harreukion _ Warraunt it by thewbrde of 


+ : Eng © My God, are thores whereby way diſcerne;butyer becauſe eXperiEce 
% | hath ravght rs;that the falſe i Proper Bethel, was nor aſhamed to pre- 
tende,that the worde of God beene reucaled ro bim, by an avgell, 


. Oh 12,18. which was falſe;& fachan lkewiſe,ro putiinclaime to the ſecondnote Thy 
RIS rouchingrext againſt the trueth/it ſelte.We muſt not altogether ſtantle 
Wl pretended colonrs,or vaine'flouriſhies yppon the text: bur 11ye 
'- them/manother poyntmore cifectuall then rof both thoſe,name 
ly whither they prefefic/a refotur,andovſtanr tayrh, in the bloud & me- 


BS rites'of our Lord & only ſauior Chiiſt Teſus, for no wan(faith S, Tohn) 
'01.5.29- canidoo the and, withour beleefe in hum whom he hath ſence. 


Agaitie fayth isthe perfect obieft, whych the lookes of God 'regarde, 
and therefore, whatſocuer fable, faricic, _— or AAA {prin yore 
Rs from thys ſweete roote,is dammable;// 
cldtFs The gift of miracles, | was not common at hs felt bejiianiing of the 
Church : to all that barethe name of Chriſte; - by-ritle ratherthen by 
troth, but ro thoſe onely that belecued in his death! ,/ avid ſuch adrugge 
rrue fayrh i is holden by the holy ghoſte,and of fo rare. account , as no 
greater weight hereof the one fily graine of muſterdiſcede,isable to re 
> moouc'a monntaine. W hereforeS. Paule repayred neyther to the pole, 
Mit..7.:9 the Planettes, fixed ſtarres,nor ſalt Sea Gods,vppon:the wracke: bur to 
\ thys certaine meane, affirming with a ſtedfaſt and;jnuincible beleefe, 
i A . , \thatall thinges ſhoulde ſuceeede andrake effe&t inorder;, as they had 
Ay*SY, | ___ 0g 
'. ** beene revealed inthe viſion. Fayrh is the ſalt, which ought ro ſeaſon all 


our thoughts and deedes : ir is the wedding garment,withour which we 


can not enter to the feaſte, and the marke which th the goates 
14.3. 11, ::, fromthe Lambes,and —_ the caſtawayes:By fayth nor one 
—_ ly Samplon,Barz, - Dauidandche reſt preualedagaiolt: mighty ſtares, 


bur 


=p ves, rd yu will be. 


I OC En DR LES CO SOS 


OO IT ANI 


DOD LIES. 


NR EO ao AO.” 


of figpoſed prophecies "—_ 
but ſimple perſonnes, babes and women againſt Sathan and his tmini- 
fters- 1f a prophet, which expounderh dreames or geueth warning , of 
a thinge whichafter comes to paſſe : endeuour to withdrawe the peo- 
le from theſeruice of theyr God , wherin defeCte of fayth and true be-. - 
cefe is ſignified. Non audies verba prophetz il}ius,thou ſhalt nor heere Deu.13.12 
(ſayth God himſelfe} the words of that Prophet. For every ſpyrite that 
confeſleth leſus Chriſte , to have come in the fleſhe is of God , and 
and cuery oe thatdifſolueth Tefus,is of Antechriſt, The wicked Ar> _ | 
rians therefore, who rookeyppon them to deuine, what foule weather L.loh.4.3. 
ſhoulde betide the church, were not capable of this gift : becauſe they + 
frarued from the ſounde belecte concerning Conſubllantialitye , no 
more was Simon Magus, Theudas, Marcus the Magician , nor in our 
time the Anabaptiſts and Familiſtes of loue : howſocuer ſome of them 
hane hunted moſt ambitiouſly, & eagerly to be reputed skilful in thoſe 
matters, | CT | 
- -, Befide this g_ is ſo certainely and infalibly true, asno Here , 4 
ticke in theſe dayes (ſayth S. Auguſtine ) dares offer himſelfe to the Aug. CA 
combat : Niſfinomine copertus Chriſtiano, without being conered, at Fip.quelt. ; 
the leaſte ewe name or title of a Chriſtian, and again Omnes Chri- epilt.5,6. 
ſtum prexdicant,ſed qua fide et ore,ipſi rationem ſunt reddiruri: al preach 
Chriſt, but with whar fayth or countenaunce, they ſhall ove day giue ac- De Triv. liy | 
-count &c. He that is not withvs is againſt vs , and whoſoeuer cleaueth- LaCt.de.ve- \ 
not to Nazareth, muſt filch his prophecies from Iericho, Agaioſtthys ra relig. \ 
principle,it may be thar'the rare example of the Sibilles, will be prefſed Euſe. orat, \ 
and obietted by ſome buſic bodies, which had rather cauill then con- ad fantos. . | 
| formethemſelyes to trueth, and with better collour on much as Lac- cap18. 
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woulde be very [oth to diminiſh, or detraRt from theyr diſcreete & baſh 
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4.Ke.17. 33 


Mart.6.24 


A drfenſatine again? the poyſon | 
were eyther guided, or inſpired with divine intelligence.For as lawful? 
ly in all reſpeAts might the prieſtes of Samaria, Deum coleregdis uy 
que ſuis ſeruire, iuxta conſuetudinem gentium,de quibus tranſlati tue” 
rant, both worſhippe the true God,and yet ſerve theyr fal'e and feyned 
godder,according to the manner of the nations, from which they were 
tranſported to Samari,as well may we ſerve God and Mammon, and 
ſpeake halfe Hebrewe and halfe Aſhdod,as blende the graces of the 7 
rite,and the doGtrine of Idolaters in one maſh togerther.But fince Lind 
2 forte of godly verſes, voucked out of theyr veſſels, by the learned fa- 
thers of the church, which could not flowe from any wicked or vngod- 
ly fincke,! will forbeare to judge,or ro except againſt the judgement 
of anrniquity, which hath waded 1n the cauſe before my time, ſuppoſing 
for an aunſwer to the doubts and ſcruples which | pur,that eyther. the 
fame maicſtrates of Rome, which cauſed the bookes that were founde in 
the monument of Numa Pompilius,to be waſted in a buenſng flame: 
becaule, they ſpecified a certaine forme of religion and doQtiine, great- 


ly dittering from that, which at the time of finding was in vic & excr- 


| ciſcat Rome, inuented likewiſe ſundry foyles and ſhaddowes of Ido« 


Pro.1 6.44 


In n.22.4- 


latry,to make the direories ſurable with the preſent ſtate, or thar they 
devil caſt theſe darke and muſtic yapores,to obicure the light ratherthen 
condemne the women, whom diuerſe doo belccue, and I dare not up 
to haue been inſpyred,wyth this gift aboue their cqualles. But thoug 
we ſhould admitte them for theyr priuiledge 1nto x formoſt rancke, 
whart forceth this againſt my grounde : for howſoeuer God. himſelfe 
Qui vniuerſa operatus eſt per ſe impiii quoque ad di& malii, who hath 
wrongs all thinges,cucn the wicked to theyr heauy day m_—__ againſt 
. the rule,or for the glory of his name cxtort the trueth our of their lips 
with hate and proſecute it to the death : this proueth not that we may 
dubbe or ordeine prophets when we liſt, of whatſoever ſe, or mitre 
rules which haue a generall extent, by prefidents of perticuler confide- 
ration. The pu 6 of God are onely. known and vnderſtaode by him 
and therefore we muſt keepethe beatcn cawſcy, without touring ta 
one ide or other. F 
It is moſt certaine that Pharao, Abimeleci, Nabuchodonofor, Bal. 
talar, Herod,Sapores, Conſtans, ulian, Valens, and the reſt, had ſome. 
times viſions of terror and <1ſcouragement, ſemetime of grace & mer- 
e to rec]aime them fro their.crooked wayes:; but theſe can nor avow 
e hell-houndes to be Prophets.'t 1s well knawne that Socrates who 
ſpake and wrote ſo ſweetely and diuinely,as Eraſmus was about ſome- 
time to crye,Sanfte Socrates ora pro me, was dayly, wayted and atten- 
ded on by a certaine {pirite, which gaue warniog, of the -priue ſnares, 


that were ferte to catch and to entangle him. Balac, the wicked king of 


of Moab was able to force]: that the.children of 1{racll ſhould deuoure 
| his 


——_ SE 


BEA 
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| © "of ſuppoſed propheries. 
his ſubie&ts,Sicut bos ſoler berbas carpere, as an Oxe is wont to ſnatch 

vppe gratle,and Baalam being called toorth by the King of Moab one- 

ly to this ende, that he ſhould accurle the ſaints of God , was ſo promp- 

ted and enſtruCted by the way,as he acknowliged theyr piery and god- 

lineſſe, wiſhed that his life might ende,after the manoer -of thoſe 1ſte 

men,adding further thar I{raell ſhoulde be rayſed vppe,and encouraged 
like a Lyon,and neuer abandon or forſake the chaſe, tyll chey were glut 
ted with the þloude and __—_ ob theyr ennemies. If theſe examples 

gh ſafhcient ro ferue the tourne, whych ho wiſe man wyll 


be not thou 
think, what can they tay to Baalams afle, who plaid his part as through 
ly,ia reproowng his maiſters raſh & vnaduiſed heate as any one,& yetT 
thinker be as ike, thar God may extraordinarily worke 4n a man that 
wanteth fayrh,as is 10 a beaſte thar js yoide of reaſon, The Oxeknewe 
his owner. and the ſimple affe hismaiſters cribbe : bur Ifracllknew not 
me,ſayth the Lorde by the Propher. The godleſle Madianites were in- 
ſpired in a dreame, wyth the foreſight of theyr owne miſhap : & which 
may ſeeme moore ſtraunge, though God alone illuminate our mindes 
as we learne by Daniell, yet theyr owne freendes in that verye inſtant, 
gaue a righrand ſounde interpretation. 

The ſorcerexs and conturers, which were in greateſt credite with the 
wicked kinges: ſometimes acknowledge gods holy finger , to haue 
wrought with|Moſes and'the reſty1s we haue heard before, fomerymes 
confeſſed rhemſelues,co be ouer- matched with a ſtronger zrme , and 
yet they carry not the names of Prophets. Note further that the bloud 
meſſengers, which were ſent foorth by Saule to apprehend David, were 


Nu. 23. 24. 


Efay.t.y. 


lud.7.1 $ 


y 1.Re.19. 20. 


eſpriſed on a ſuddayne with the ſpirits of the Prophets wh6 they metre, - 


and began foorthwith ro prophecy. And Saule bimlelfe, bhauing the true 
ſeruaunts of God in chaſe, was —_ to ſtrippe himſclfe and prophecie 
among the reſt.Whereyppon the proucrbe grewe, Nunquidet Saufe 
1ioter prophetas, I coulde adioyne his laſt wordes touching David : and 


not longe befoje his ende, Faciens faciet,ct potens poterit, accorfingrto _ 


the ſentence gyuen by $. Tohn Baptiſt of his Maiſter;to the Scribes and 


1,Re.19. 24 
1.Re.26.27. 


loh.z.30, 


Phariſes, Huncopertet creſcere, vos autE minui, this man muſt enreaſe, 


but you ſhall be raken downe, which differ little fromthe firſt in/;quality 
Pilates wife was neither ſaint,nor on any thinge 1 finde) of ſounde be- 
leefe, and yet ſhe forbadde her buſbande, as he ſat in iudgement vppon 
the fight ofa fearcfull dreame, in.no wiſe to embrewe his handes wyth 
the giltlefle blaude of our redeemer . With theſe it ſlrall-nor be amifle 
to couple Caiphas in one lincke, who notwithſtanding hee were a rant- 
ker and more profefled cnnemie to trueth,then any of the reſt, yet in re+ 
ſpc&he was lllivs anni/Pontifex,the biſhop or high prieſt for that yere, 
is affirmed by 5, Iohn to 06 eprops if they tie thys priuiledge, rather 
$0 the chayre chen go the pertonne, m—_ they prexende againſt the 
TE TE JO O92, ftra 


Mat. 27*1p 


lohas, 4+ 
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| Ioh.7.35. 


Sueron.in 


Veſpaſt. 


Euſeb.lib. 
9.CiP. 2, 


Mat.7.22. 
Mat.5. 45 


At.17. 27. 


Zonar, An, 


4 defenſative againſ the poyen 


ſtraung example of the Iewes,who gathered vp5 theſe words of Chriſte 
(where I am you can not.come)a certaine glimſe or priuic light, of hy 
departure tothe Gentiles. | Fe * 71 
 Veſpaſian without any kinde of charme , reſtored a blinde man to 
ſight, if Suctonius may be belecued. Theorecnus erefted an 1dole, Joui 
pre, and wouge ſtraunge thinges by Magicke. The Nouatian here- 
tickes (4s Theodoret reportes) were notaltogether voyde of the gyft of 
miracles,no more was ludas (as S. Ambroſe writes) while he remay- 
ned in the felowſhippe. For diuers caſt out deuils in the name of Chrift 
whom notwithſtanding in the latter day,he will not acknowledge for 
his lawfull minifters, Wherefore as the ſunne ſhineth equally both vp- 

on the good and badde , ſo God imparteth gifts of nature equallyzo 
COT as the ſignes of fauour to the wicked : bur rather for aſtron.. . 
ger charge vppon them,in reſpe of theyr ynthankfulneſle,] ſpeake nor 
of him that built his aultar «y ww bis to the ynknowen God , 'nor of 
another prophet who was take vpin Thrace, during the raigne of Con 
ſtantine the ſeconde, with this inſcription vppon his monument, Chri- 
ſtus nalcetur ex virgine etcredo in cum, Chriſt ſhall be borne of a vir- 
gine,and I beleeuc in him,and on the backe fide was engrauen to aun=, 
{wer,that Sub Irene ct conſtantino me rurſum videbir Sol , vnder the 
raigne of Irene and Conſtantine the ſunne ſhall ſee me againe, / which 
fell out accordingly ,but I wyllcoclude this matter,wyth the true con< 
ceyte of Sozomen,that nothing fell out righter., for the certainty and? 
euidence of trueth,then that it pleaſed God to-quicken and ivſpyre the 


| myndes, not of hys ſeruaunts onely,bur of ahens-and ſtraungers alſo. 


Sozom. lib. 


L.Cap, 


with hys holy gyfts, not much vnlke a skilfull and expert Mufitian, 
who deuiſeth extraordinary ſtrings,for the the playing of ftraung mu- 
fique. For no man wyl ſuppoſe that eyther DT ks Jaipety,Balac, 
Balaam,Baalams aſfe, the catch-poles of king Saule,or Saule himſelfe, 
The Madianites,an Oxe,an afle, Iudas, Caiphas,the wife of Pilate, Va- 
lens, Herode, Iulian, with all the kennell of thoſe hell-hountes, were 
ſuch prophets,as Elay, Ieremy, Ezechiell , or ſuch as godly perſons 


. oughtto reuerence, although it pleaſed God ſometime when - ſinners: 


__ 
Ads.19. 13. 


14,15. 
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eyther wandered,or wept by the ftreames of Babilon, -and hunge theyr 
harpes vppon the braunches of the Willowes, rer the taking downe of 
preſumptions creſt, or trailing of the paynted-plumes of glorye in the 
duſt,or for a manifeſt and certaine proofs &c.that grace is neyther, in 
the wyller oorin the runner : bat io bim.thatſhowerth mercy ., or for 
ſome other ſecrete cauſe, reſerued ovely to the knowledge of bymſelfe 
to worke as mightily by cuery one of theſe and in as ſtraung a manner 
as by the Sibilles orother Oracles. But cheefely ler vs marke that place 
of S. Luke, where the wicked | ook yr yy knowledge, both of 
Chriſt and Paule, becauſe they kept and helde one certaine courſe,refu- 


{cd afterwarde to ſtoope, or yeelde one iote to the (a) ſonnes of Sceua 
| the- 
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of ſappoſed prophecies. 


the lewiſhe prieſt, adiuringrhenvio the name of Chriſte; becauſe theyy — 
fayth was falſe and counterfeyte; - {1 11 *X 


Furthermore; becauſe many which profeſle Chriſte odewardlye, de- 
nic him reap rpm according to the ſentence of the Prophete , (b) — 
Populus his labiis me honorat, cor autem ciuslonge eſt ame, and as al bn & 1 
our owne experience/hath dayly prooued by the death of many,which ——— 
although they lyue together with vs , in the boſome of our outwarde . 
church,are notwithſtanding made away : for witchcrafte, ſorceryc, and 

ſuch lyke trumperies, by iuſtice of the lande, I joygne to theſe another | 

note,which js,that whoſocuer wyll auerre, and iuſtifie the courſe of his 

proceeding } eyther touching myracles,or prophecie, to be conſonaunt f 
to trueth, muſt enly worke by leſus Chriſt and in his holy-name,with- | 
out eyther ſawce of Magicke, helpe of ſpyrite,or any mixture of imper- does 
Fnmwerny moſt vnproficable ceremonies  For,euen as Chriſte him- P @ 


bY 


x 


fe veaibg planted a emar—ny; 2 the right hand of his Father, hath 
(c) ſubdued all things vnder his 


| ne feete,lo certaynlie there is none 34445133» 
other.name ynder heauen, whereby(d) we may be faued : nor, wherear - 


om:14, 11; 


the knees _ — ſhall bowe , neyther is it poſſible for any Pk; (&)- ,. = 


man,to. ſpeake with the 


| pirite of God , that ſayth (f) Anarhema to Ie- . 
ſus. The pgore widdowe in Sareptha , forbare to acknowledge Elias Q) - 


to be the int of God : tyl! ſhee had heard(g) the manner of his inuo+ 1.Cor,t2.3. X. l; 


cation; touching her ſonnes recouerie . Samuel reuealed vnto Saule, 
the deepelt ſceretes of his heart , but not before-the page were gone a- 6 21 
way, thathe might declare vnto him, in lyke manner the (h)woord of. (8) 


God ,, The people would not permitre that Ionathas, ſhould leefe one 4 va 


heaire , (1) Quod cum Domino operatus efſer 2 becauſe hee dhe 
with God,&c.- Thevoice of Eſaye,leremy,Ezechicll, is alwayes, Hz EN) vt. i 
dicit Dominus : of Micheas,(k) Nos ambulauimus in nomine Domi- Bi h | 


ni noſtri, we haue walked jn the name of our Lord :. of Agabus, Hzc 


dicit(I)ſpiritus ſanctus, theſe rhinges ſayth the holy Ghoſt, &c, Chriſte A (1) 
caſt out _y Verbo (m) with a word;that js,by adiuring them, not A Gm) 4 


by Belzebub the prince of the deuilles, butin his owneautthoritie : 

and againe, (n) Spiritu Dei ; in Gods fpirite , Peter had none other Marth.s, 16, | 
charme,then theſe playne and pithy words, Sanet te(o)Dominus leſus, \ (0) i] 
our Lord leſus Chrifte reſtore thee: : nor Paule, forthe recouerie of Matr.12. 28. if 


Publius his Father ,: then the(p) laying on of his moſt bleſſed handes A (0) 
with inuocatioh.. The ſcely captiue woman, jn her cure of the King of ACES 9.34» 


Iberes chylde , yſed theſe wordes onely,(q) Chriſtus qui multos ſerua- Þ 

uit, &c. Chriſte-who hath preferued many , ſhall lykewiſe reſtore this Acts.18,6, it 
infant ., The diet which the Prophet Elizeus, preſcribed ynto Naaman © v4 i 
forpreſeruation of his health 2 was onely to ſerue God , and what the _— 1, lb 


meanes of curins inthoſe dayes were thought to be,appeareth by that 
Naaman, onely fi 


z 
\ 
5 
j 


ooked that Elizeus ſhould 
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GEES - : A defenſatine againit the poyſon 
7” © 


of G O D, after touch the place affefted with bis hand, and ſo diſpatch 


Mark. 9, 2.9, tad diſcharged from an'vncleane fpirite, fyrſt enjoypned him in a 
G) s wiſe,after 7 foe faſting to'giue atrendaunce on the ficke : becauſe, 
Socr.lib. 4. diſtempers of the brayne were neuer-berter calmed and appeaſed, them 
cap.1s. the workes of charitic : and faint Bafill required nove other com- 
(x) cement at the hand of Valens, the perſecuring Emperour : forthe per» 
Idem. lib. 4 febtreftiturion of his ſonne to health, then tharbe would(x)beleeueas 
£2>.21.. hedyd. Whoſocuer therefore, ſecketh meanesto conquereand ſub « 
( | Jue the mighty tyraunts of this world , muſt not forgertbat Dauid,in 
| w.- the name of God —_ his mos re ow ; mw a C——_— 

- ftrate(a)inthefield . If wee labourto worke myracles, 'thar 

£M+. waged 66 rare alles) fyre downe from heauen 7 if,to bee reſeaſed from the 
fm KL ' (b) Burden of offences, Ananias adniled Paule ro watheaway his finves, by 
T4 3-Reg.18,37 alling{Jon the nameof God , Bythe vertue of his ſacred name, the 
F FX. Fs (c) 5. blinde fee, the deafe beare, the lame reconcrftrengrh, and the dead are 
VT -— 5.22, 10. uived: Theſe arethe which ; the precious ſide of 
Chriſte, and the graces that flowe from his boſome ,and runne downe 


\ 


(4) - - thebeardof Aaron, lykethe deawe of (d) Hermon ; to the skyrrt of bis 
 Plalar32,3» claithiog. (c) Arma noftra non ſunt carnalia;&c.Our weapons are not 


we | | | , 2.C0410.45- themſclues againftthe knowledge of the God almighty, 'And there= 
v4 td (f) . fore as S.Bafill writes, Da p_ Jretamgmedia honeſta , allowe mee 
Sos | } be”, > Baſill in F bur an vpryght & perk: | INEeanes,and the rc wv] follow: 


EET pecda- Hexem, Wherefore away with all wiſe meine and women, as fooles are woont 
, 20 all them ; which tyc themſclues ſo narrowlie'to certayne rytes and 
ceemonies in propnofticating, De futurts contingentibus , and to cer- 
rayne preſcripr forrmes of wordes m curmg malladies, lyke Apes to 
PT logges, as if the ſmalleſt fyllable orfetter', be lefte out, they can doo 
ER 1c kexs nothing . We reade m Ciccro,thatthe guiſe and manner of ſuch per- 


(c) carnall, but yet forcible to ſubuert all counſayles, that oppoſe or yaune 
Il 


_—_— 
. 


2" Ne KEN ſonnes, was1n olde tyme,Excubare{g)1n fanis, &c. to lyeabroade and 

', * watchin Temples, and in conſecrated groues,as if the places themſelues 

had a more particular and.vrgent force , to aduaunce and rayſe the ſpy- 

Tite,tothe height of contemplation, In lyke fort the Diſciples of Mar- 
(h)- <us the Magician, (b) Nomina pane araer Hebraica , quo initiatos 

Evfed. lib. 4 majore afiicerent admiratione: brought ought Hebrew wordes, thar 

| Elp.10. they mrght affett theyr nonices with greateradmyration The Drui« 


#1) des of Brittayne , which inhabited (as ſome thinke) the Ile of Man, 
Crlar, in woe tet or by theyr charmes of (1) ſorcery. /Cor. Tacitus ma- 
©01Wment, Kketh mentionof acertaynecaptayne of a (k) bande , who was accuſed 

: a 


him of his leprofie. (1) Maruthas healed a chylde, but bowe: Vigilij 
Soca.lib,7, & precibus;with watching and prayerzaccording to the firſt on 
cps © which was dewiſedby his maiſter Chriſte, for the caſting our of deuils 
(t) int(y) Anthony, to Keepe apatient of his owne in breath, whome | 
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of ipuſedproplecies; 


to have 


terly. reprooue, (m) Ligaturas & remedia medicorum diſcplinis,con- © Math. 
demaara: | Ligamentcy and remedyes condemned by the rules of Phi- O 0m). 
$cke, or giue out cyther figures or charafters,ro.defend vs againit this, , Fs in 
or that inchueni&ce. For if Chryſoſtom could nor beare, with ſome:thar yy . 

ware a ſ{crippe of S. Tohns Goſpell in cheyr boſome,, to ſome certayne a” de 
ende: bec WA although the deuyll ran awa me, it was burlyke d .chrift, 
a wylic Foxe,to call in greater ſtore © ny : by howe much lefle lib.z. 

ſuch wor as neyther can bee counte» 


eth thi uicke , by thename Magoram& xp _ 4. + 
gicis carminibus afſuctorum,of Magicians, and men inured tothe 1. 1, 1 _ 
haue referred all theſe thinges ro the ſtorehouſe of the deuyll. Such are * 
the ſorcerers and witches now a dayes,which have their ſundry charmes , , 
for all diſcaſes : onefor the toothache, another for 2a madde dogge;8&cy#, 657M, 
For,though|madde beaſtes (as ſaynrferome writes) were fomerymes/ -- 
cured, by Hilarion that godly man : yer neyther by this meane;nor in 
fo fond a manner. In this caſe we muſt never yecld, but wreſtle againſt 
flcſhe and bloud, againſt the rulars,of the world of darkeneffe, againſt Ephefi.6.t 2 
the ſpyritualles of wickedeſle in celeftialles . For what godly reaſon 
can any man/alyue-alledge , why mother loane of Stowe , ſpeaking 
theſe wordes., and neyther more nor lefle ; ; 
+. Our Lord wasthefyrſt man, 
| that ever thorne prickt vpon : 
{ Tr never blyſtednorut never belted, . 
| | 1 . andIpray God, nor this net may, | 
Should cure eyther beaſtes,ormen and women from diſeaſes , for fyrft* 
the matter of the charme is falſe: for as the Poetcs write, Euridice the 
wyte of Orpheus, dyed of a pricke with a thorne 3n her foote, or if this 
be falſe, iris not lyke in reaſon but the thornes and bramblcs which 
had never ſproong , or beene ar all withour the faulte of Adam, . 
ſhould conninewe fo many thouſand yeeres, as were betweene our Fa- 
ther Adamvand our Saujour Chritte, withoutany greefe. oroffence to 
any man;orif they dyd,it is a great dealermorethen mother loane can- | 
prooue, which heyther dare preſume:to rake her knowledge by-reuela-+ © 
tion,nor is able. ro defend it by authority . The ſecond parte of neuer* 
blyſting nor belting, maye no 1-fle be doubred of in perfe englithe, | 
then. intruediujnite, I dare not charge her with a lye, becauſe this avs 
Eg. 7 , cuinſtaug. 
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A defenſatine againi# the poyon 
cumſtaunce of ſwelling, is notverbally expreſſed in the text : but fince 
Eay.53, 7, the fleſhe of Chriſte was paſſible by nature, and ſubieR to the payn 
and agonies of death by wyll, 1 finde no reaſon, but his body might as 
well,{well as bleedeyeſpecially REEOY the ſame Prophete, vitereth 
that we were healed with his blacke and blewe, which colour fildome 
Eſay.53, 5» commeth, without ſwelling in the place affefted. we know,that Chriſt 
- was perfe& man in eucry poyar, excepting onely ſinne, and therefore 
« men had neede he warie, that they ſcant not any parcell of his ſufferingy 
In Pal, 32, 1<aſt they takeas much from his merite., - Quanto enim plura,pro me 
4 F12% 32+ Chriſtus paſſus eſt,tanto plus illi debeo: for the more that Chriſte hath 
ſuffered for mee (fayth ſaint Augaſtine) the more am I indebted to his 
- Thus much for the matter of the: charme-, as for rhe manner it 
is altogether chyldiſhe and ridiculous, ' and fo much the worſe rs 
bee Iyked :\ as it runnes in ryme,, according to the courſe of Apollos 
| olde weather beaten Oracles ,: Belyde, whereas the judgement of 
Hebr.s.1 PT this: cauſe requyteth-,- Senſusexerciratos ad diſcretionem bonj & ma- 
li , ſences well-praCtiſed; to diſcerne betweene good and euyll, the wo- 
man is ſo fonde and ſimple as ſhee ſpeaketh, onely lyke — and 
is not able to delyuer any reaſon of her dealing . One of the reyſters 
which ſerued vnder the Frenche- Admirall , at the fiege of Poifti- 
| ers, was founde after hee was dead, to have about his necke a'purſſe of 
| Taffara,and within theſame a peece of parchment, full ofchareers'mn 
Hiſtor.'des Hebrew : beſfide,many cyrcles, ſemicircles, tryangles; &c. with ſundrie 
troubles. ſhorte cuttes,and ſhreddings of the Plalmes, Deus miſereatur noſtrj, &c 
L 14,8. Angelis ſuis midavit de te, 8&c.Super aſpidem & Bafiliſci, &c.As if the 
Prophecics which properly belong ro Chriſte, might be wreſted to the 
fafegard & defEce of cuery private m3 or men could'draw defenſatiues, 
ourof the drugges of that obſcure philoſophy, wherewith Cornelius 
Agrippa,flubbered ſo many ſheetes of paper to ſo lyttle purpoſe . Bur 
ſome aye that the wordes which our women'vie,are not offenſive : no 
niore are the names of Adonai,lchouzgtetragrammiton, as the learned 
vie them: bur,as they ate abuſed and corrupted by the coniurers, Ney- 
ther are the Samaritanes reprooued, for the worſhip which they dyd to 
4Reg.rt.33 GOD: bur for that they matched it with honour of the fayned gods, 
which were adored by the Genyles:.. Saynt lohn,rannenot out of the 
| bainesgbecauſe they were a meane obſtrengrh, & comfortro the body: 
but-becauſe Cetiothus-the-peewath berenique ,gaue bin cadſe rofeare, ! 
Scepper.li.3 that:tho roofe would comedownooucrhims © (Clioinus,one of the: 
cheefe-diuines of Paris,"in histywe , milyked nora tertayne booke, ' 
Preſented to him by a freend of his,becauſe it conreynet{many godlye 
p:ayets voro God, bur forſornuch as they were enterlarded, with aimix -' 
D4n-4 23. tureofarte Magicall. The head of Daniclles image was of beatets 9614, 
of | bur 
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alte ſo plaine as they 
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Tobe of aPharche: Ifitheyr. meaning'were bur 
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Gal.s.9, 


Chriſoſtome putting the caſe as fauourably for theſe tharmers as he 
can deuiſe,concludeth with ajper6ptory cenſure, vpon all theirleights 
and trickes of of legier du maine : Etenim ſupertitioſa iHa quz #gro- 
ris applicantur,ctiam fi mille modis philoſophenrur, qui exillis quz- 
ftum faciunt,dicentes Deum inuocamus;et preterca nihil facimus: ; ct 
Juicquid eiuſmodi:prxtendune,yt chriſtiana eſt anus et fidelis &c Ido - 
tolatriam tamen ſapiunt, for all theſe ſuperſtitious royes, which are ap- 
lyedto the fizke, vader coloure ard pretence of cure, - howlocuer it. 
vkes thoſcrhat rayſe a profite by the ſame, . to diſcourſe and fAlouriſhe 
like:Philoſophers:A thouſande wayes, laying wedoo. only: call yppon. 
the hanic of God, and doo nothing cls, / or how ſoeucr rbey pretende, 

that the/oldeiwvoman which applyes the ſamezix a Chriſtian , faythfull, 
WLatfeted woman. Ver doo they {macke and: ſauor of: 1dola- 


Chriſt.in 
col.3.ho.8 


and a we 

try-Non poteſtenimbomochriſtianus magicis carminibus vei., Jed-a 

ſeruo: Chriſti porius aonfliam-debet petcre, - Fora Chriſtian.(fayth'S. p4;@,0 ;n 

| Terome) catRotyſerheſe charmes of Magicke;but onghtrathertore>ry;Þ. r31 

payrezo the ſeruants of Chnſt forxemedy. We finde that Chriſte ſayde 
;$criptunteft, 2ndfo-did the deuill once, wherfore in the mea- 
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Fuſe. lib. 4 
cap.4. 


_ gyue out afooliſh rale,that Salomon was author of the ones 


_ Curemets with theyr ſhaddowes, and handkerchefes &c Which if they 
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A def enfative again? the poyſor 


ning not the letter,the perſon tothe pretence, the ſubſtannce not the 


F 
f 


' ceremony, the finall drift not the middle fireines , the lawfulnes of that 


which 1s donne, not the couetous defire,of that which ſome require & 

wiſh to be donne _ to be regarded. Foreuen as we ſay, thatit is's | 
er of ſmall weight, | that the wordes themſe]ues giue no kinde of 

offence,8&c: So may we finde that a certaine magiſtrate and hys fonne | 


Niceas, labored $, Policarpe,to conforme himſelfe,to the-Princes ors 
ders,in this manner,” malicſt dicere domine Cefar , illi facrifi« 


care; erfic tandem cuadere;what hurt is it ts ſay,O Lord C#far, & then 
ts erifice, and ſo to ſcape without all punifhment, But God who par- 
teth or deuideth his prerogatiue ,, wath none woulde not ſo much as 
winke at this : and therefore,the good father was content to bee rac- 
ked,and tormented 1n a thouſand fortes,ratber then he wold trapigretle 


the leaſt parte of his duety. 


4-Ke.17.9, * Thisivindeedethe way, Vetbisnow-reRtivirtitandi dominurt, 0 


provoke the wrath of God with wordes that are not righe,in which re« 
ſpeA;theſe perſons muſt renounce formalities, and fall to that playne 
courſe of wordes + or in that ſence which was- obſerued- in the pureſt 
Times,25 Sanet te dominus Teſus. And againe;in Nomine Domin Teſu, 
ſurge etambula &c. or els this parciall adhcaring-to- the formes of 


_ wordes and fillables,will alwayes give a touch of the baſe.alay, where= 


of the charmesand figures are compounded . But ſuch ſomerime and 
ſo ereate are ſathans wiles, in 4 ks PAGE iN which is in- 
plc one of the ſtrongeſt pillers of bis ſeate,as fearing leaſt it myghe 
be ſome diſgrace to him, that Salamon without his helpe or knows 
ledge of his artes,ſhoulde winne the reputation of the wiſeſt and diſ- 
creeteſt man aliue,hath cauſed certaine of his ſchollers and —_ to 
te 
of charmes,which ate in praiſe ar rhys day :thar at the leaſt natala 
ence myght be gratfed on the ſtocke of trueth, and for the preofe here= 
of, they vouch the credite of exc Won pr xOV' Iaunſwer,firſt,thatthis 
preſeript forme, ſeemeth to haue beene referred by theyr author, not to 
any fl ouryſh or deuiſe of man, but to.an extraordinary grace fr6 God 
himſe/fe,a that of Dauid, to kill Goliah wyth-a ſling, 'of Sampſonto 
difpatch' ſo many wyth the lawe bone of an afle,of young Toby'to re 
ftore by s father s'Hght by the lyuer of a fiſh;of S. Petcr and $. -Pauleto | 


coulde afiwel} mainraine”,. by warraunt of the text , as they:defende 
1t;out of regiſters of olde wyucs tales «T would ſubſcribe to theyr Pros 
barum eſt, according to the circumitaunces of the time-, wherein: 
proofe fell our;and accept -it as 1 doo the reſt with reverence, 1/11: 
Againe;vpon due tryall,and preciſe examination of the writers words, 
2nd chectely-by the ſtraunge example ofEleazar (1 finde) phat greater 
fn yortue 
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' wereadic Tobias wasenftrufted by an An- EF 
gell, h tany = | 
ſcript tourm | to diſpute | 
of all heatbes and plantes, from the Cedar trees in Libanus, to the Pel- 3-Re-4,33» 'Þ 
lytoric ropte,that grew out of the wall : befide, De iumentis yolucri- | | 
bus reptilibus & piſcibus , Was more lyke to put in praQtiſe what hee [ 
might auqwe,then to deuiſe newe toyes, which no skylb can iuſtifie. l, 
Moreou peareth , that the drugges of Szlomon dydeuer good: | 
which provucs lis arte, whereas the charmes, and indyrc@-attempres of 
ſorcerers with-vs , abuſe more often, then theyr cunning ſernerk them | 
to cale,or to.diminiſhe payne , becauſe the cunning of the deuyll is to [ 
driue men by extremities of anguiſhe and diſtrefle , eyrher to diſpayre 4 
or blapherpy -  Toſephus addeth that theſe charmes (if wee maye call | 
them ſs) were forcible againſt wicked fpirites : whereas oures are for } 


the moſt parte,cyther firſt deuiſed or compounded by theyr counſayle, 
Befide , before the bare and naked name of Salomon, maye ſeeme to 
countenaunce ſo yylea miſterie., we muſt be ſure that he profeſſed this, 
before his fall,and that it was rather an effe&t of knowledge, then a bud 
er brauncke of incredulitie : for-as I doubte nor, bur his ypoan erull 
brought him diucrſe ſortes, of ſuch lyke merchaundiſe our of Egypt: ſo 
this among the reſt, might ſceme to charge the ſumpter horſe . Laſt of 
all, l declared once before,and it is certaine,as the Rabbies of the ewes 
themſelucs:confelſe;that many tales were foyſted, intothe Cabala be- 
fore the tyme of Ioſephus. And this not ynlyke to creepe in with the = 
_ reſt,confidering the Scriptures, which arc ſo preciſeiparticular, and cu- 
- Tious;ia rypping vp a8 well the faultes,as follies of this King : haue not 
ſo much asglaunced at this one , although for weight it oucr-match a 
number : 1 wyll 'notfhewe what a bay ſingular example can 
beare againſt a generall precept eſpecially , net recommended as ſome 
others are of Rahab, Phinees, &c, becauſe 1 knowe not any mau fo 
Simple, bur is/able of himſclfe to ſatiſfie this argument. 
A Man would thinkegthat theſe two latter notes, that iproteligg ro 
iſca- 


belecue in Icſus Chriſte, and'eyther diuining,or curing the d "of | 
td <7 6 Aware he teach'ys to diſtinguiſhe hen Gabriell | (2) | | 
and Lucifer, herweene Elay and Sedechias, berweene Peter and Simon 401: 0: $ 
Magus, betwe ea meſſage of aſſuraunce, and ablaft of errour; Bur yer Mi of , 1 | 
fince Scmeias the falſe-prophete ,, was not aſhamed to ſende ont his "gz ' 
pamphiets, In(a) nomine Domini, ſince the falſe prapheres, in the dayes ho a 
Fe) os. 


cheas, vaunted that God was in the(b)middeſt of them; fince mas; 
AY as we reade in Zacharye,ſhall giue out (c) lyes in'the name of God, (d) 
and bothe, (d) Prophegare in aomine Domini , & cijcere dxmonia,: 

* ie 5g FS Pp.z. bothe 


Matt,7, 23. 
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_— pretende : other 
c prophetes ,of whoſe Hh 
warning to the Church 
maske or vizarde, Vt ad- 


ſpake further wide of any rule, then when theydeclined:the ſec6d nowne- 

in Grammar;that is Magiſter inthe pgs So Chriſte our Saujour,to. 

ſertle vs freta ſlyding into trappes of ſlypper guyle, bath ſette downe 

principles, bothe what and /howe to-tudge : oſe that tell vs, Chriſt. 

15 heere and thercwhich is by ſcining of their lives, Befide,he wylleth. 

(a) Ys, Operibuscredere,tobelecve his workes : -and , as it were for 

toho. 10, 37 ©amplelake, (a) notto belceve him further, then he dyd the workes 
G) of his Father. The ſpyrite of God, was rin the(b)mighry winde; 

3.Reg.19.11 that threwe downe bothe hylles and rockes: nor in the ſtyrring , nor 
" inthe flame!Vur in Sibilo aurz tenui,inthe gentle breath of ayre , ac+ 

; ©: - cording to that ſentence of tob,(c) Vocem aurz leuis audiui , I hearde- 
5, theroyce,or ſounde of a mylde and gentle ayre: the reafon is becauſe, 

(d)  (<) Deludet illuſores,8& manſuetis dabit gratiam , Theſcoffers be wyll- 

"24, delude.and giue grace to the meeke and courteous: (c) Quis miſerebi- 
(c). Ffurincantatoria ſerpente percuſlo, who wyll haue pittic ard compaſ- 

Eccle.12, 13, fi02,ofan enchaunter that is ſtoong with-a Serpent : for hethar(f)rou- 
cheth pitch ſhall be defiled, .. They that are of the fleſhe (g)fauour of. 

1, thinges fleſhlic,and they thar are of the ſpyrite, of things ſpyritual], (b). 

@ Animalis homo,noo precipit ea quzſunt ſpiritus Dei : for a carnal mi 


John.4.1 


Rom 8.5, bath no taſte of thoſe thinges, which belong to the ſpirite, New wine? 


(h) is(i) never put iato foyftic bottelies , new garmentes,arc nor clowred: 

r.Cor.2. 14, Yppe with ragges : neither wyll true wiſedorne,enter into mindes thas 

(i)  arcouerflowne with wickedneſſe.. The principle which was fet downe-. 

Luke.y.37. by the blinde men in the Goſpel!': (kYScimus quod peccatores Deus | 
non audit,, we knowe that God wyll heare no finners,, but thoſe onely 


loha.g.3t. which heare him and oblerue his wyll, mays giue-a watving, bow farte- 


we maye wade,or proceede injudgement of thefe matters . ' For as an 
Olpraye can not ſtare againſt the Sunne , Hor a Buzzarde wy]l be tray- 

d tothe feeld, nora maſtic brought to followe {cnc,nor a ſhephezrds 
curreto raunge or hunt : no more is it poſſible for a wicked man to- 
reach ynto the prouidence of God,, or to atteyne ghoſe haps one 

| l | yours 
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oper 
DER erm. x £94090 man, but euen to | 
God hienſeth ordongh th Prophec ſpeaketh of the ho eds, in le- [ 
rulalE.yet we may rp ſame with greater reaſon to one mindes, | 


which are the tha templerof Gods holy ſpiriea:2sS, (m) Paule hath ſtil- (m) 
led them, Haben (v) enimudabitur&c.for to him that hath 2 ſtacke 1.Cor.s, rg. F þ 
ell; already, mote grace ſhall be giuen, whereas on the other (n) | 
of light which they haue Matt. 4. 25. | 
This was the reaſon, why _. (0) | 
to Eſdras, that if he wack (p) faſte, weepe; and praye, Iob.38. 15, ® #1 
ye er, he ſhould vnderſtand Bore deeper myſterics,thew (p) | 
eucr he had heard before.(q) enim de ſurſumeſt ſapientia,&c. for 4.Eſd.5,'13. | 
the wiſedome/which commeth fromaboue , i»full of compaſlion and (a). 
goed workes ; as they that are moſt pure in heart, bebolde! Godin his Jaco. 3. 17. 
lorie, We knowe what Chriſte fayth,of the Angelles of you og chy b .; 0} 
| dren,which-maye be extended to thoſe that are | rae in godlynelle:Ci- Matt.18, 10, | 
. ccrodiſcourſeth-out of Plato verie learnedlie, coucernung our abilitie,.. 
to looke with judgement i into thinges to come , that when the balcr / 
arte.of our mindes ,, wherein neither temperaunce nor wiſedome, but. / 
ſte and:appetite beare-ſway, bath beene chafed and enflamed with ex« 
celle of diette \(hollor;patios, orluch lyke diftempers ; as obſcure the 
lyght of nature, ir bringes nothing foorth , but monſters and fantaſti- +1 |þ 
conceites.inileepe.Bur when the pow of wanton apperite,is Oy * | 
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and reſtrayned by the ſharpe bytte of abſtinence , A the {pirite put 1a - | 8 +1 
heart againe, by diſplacing of vniuſt deſires : which from the Ty og | reg? 8-11 
ginning dand'rebelled againſt GOD, when the vapours of ex- "WM 31 
celle and {i 0 , have beene Naked with the droppes of moderation 2. TL na Fi 


Tunc viſa occurrunt tranquilla, & veracia, Then meecte we, with thoſe: 
calme and certayne dreames, which giue-2yme to fortune... Vppon this 
round,we reade that many in the'ſtate of Lacedemon,not content nor _ \ 
ully Gtiſfied, with their waking cares, would watch and lye abroade in : | 
| thetcmple of Paſithea (as I ſayd before) withour the walles,that no de- 
| lyght or fancies, might withdrawe theyr mindes, fromthe {cope or x;, © RE 
obic of A. Chryloſtome, hating and deteſting vnicrlye the 1,1 we ; 
yaine mls ſumption of that age, affyrmeth notwithſtanding, thar when 
otherwiſe live wield, ;diſpoſe themſeJues to reſt , having prayed: 
and faſted a-good whyle hefore , Dujces ſomni,, 8& viſi iones mirabiles, y 
fweere! enſp1v [with vidons thatare woonderfull ', Wherevoto 
Peter Martyr;givipg as itwere a full conſent , concludeth, that whoſe. 
eter is not. wholyiſcqueſtred,, and retyred from the world, is moſt vn+ 
apt and vahicte to. Fophace'< Saing Auguſtine giues the reaſon , Quia 
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Mac.2.26. 
Ezec.20 3, 


*Eccl. 37.19 


2 Cor:7,2. 


Paule((b) Noman being himſelfe wyth 


ued himſclfe,&c, 1-1 bo 
full,wyth prophets of the lawfullkynde ; and fach as were i cin- 
Ipyred from aboue, as appeareth by the ſpec | 
Julius Sabba,S#meon and _—_ other of that fort, which went aboute 
in ſheepe sKinnes,in Goates ckinnes,needyzin diftreſſe, aflificd, wan- 

indeſertes;in mountaines and dennes,and in cauegof' the earth, 


that Animaviri anQti;enunciat aliquando vera , the ſoule of a | 
man reucaleth oftentimes true thyoges,and therefore, though many 
ftanders by were well enclyned to the fayth, becauſe there were deuour 


"whom the worlde was not worthy. We ſay not that cuery ſoule, -bue | 


men of cuery nation, that is ynder heaven, yet the ſpirite reſted onely 


þ {ey arrays ae the time of Chriſt his aſcending, had ed 
cyr religious and zealous mindes to lodge, andentertaine & Quins 


| a comforter . | "pm | 
- The promiſe was to Saul,tharhe ſhou!d-not oncly pr - bur 


befideMntari in viium alium , be chaunged into an other kinde of 
man. And God afſureth vs by the Prophet Micheas, that his words ſhall 
remayne-with thoſe. Qui gradiuntur reRe,that walke vprightly. The 
ſoyle is bleſſed by the mouth of God bymlelfe, which ſoking vp the 
comfortabledeawe-of grace , bryngeth foorth- ncytheraveedes nor 
thornes,but Heibam-opportunam, his a quibus colitur, fweete grafſe 
and ſeaſonable ynto thole by who itis mannured. Attion is the lyfe of 
tayth (as heate of fire) and looke even as the body wythers , withour 


the {pirite,ſo dooth fayth wythous charity. God wylt not vouchſaſe to. 


pyue aunfwer to badde men, neyther is it poſſible for ſuch ro be made 
acquainted with his ſecretes, as dwell not in bys fauoure:We muſt ther. 


fore fift our Prophets, whether they-call dayly God, todirete 
them in the courſe of trueth : whither they can ja ckly proteſtwyth 


| Samuel, that they haue robbed no manof his goods, orwith'S.Paule 


that they haue abuſed and circumuented no:man. . Whither they bee 


patterns of good workes,and preſidents tothe faythfull, both im worde . 


and deede;whither they n_ themſelves wittrall the vanities,and vn- 
able pleaſures of the-worlde.and whither they can juſtifie themſclues 
before thoſe that are abroade &c,/ for ſuchwereal}-the blefled:*Pro- 


Tun... phets, whoſeſurpaſſing vertues are emblaſoned inthe ſtory6 ofthe 


ſcriptures. - /- | | =? q 
Abrahawvisprayſedfor entegrity-of fayth,for pure lone to'Ged,cucn 
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 himſelfe with might and-maine, againſt the profeſſed ennemies © 
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to the facrafic g ofliyeſorin, 'for Nagleneſfe of heart, for Redfaſte- 
rruſt,for hoſpitaliry'for ſuffertunce. Moſes thynerh for his'mooneletſe | 


zeale to trueth;and ſurpaſſingloue ro+he flocke of the faythfull; whicty 
appearerh norblp by this one example thar he was willing, rather to 
 beecalſed out of the booke of lyfe ,'thew his conntry men ſhould feele 
the ſtroke of Godsmoſtgreeuonsitidignarid, He was preferued in the 
ftreamx: by prouidence, wirritedin al his tneſſages by the yoyce of hea « 
< alſiſt gift of miracles.Eliayraught the people ;whe the 
ftorme was at {t,be multiplyed thecharitable widdowes meals 
and oyle, rayſed yppe'an other widdowes ſonne, confronted princetins 
| anc Arey voi the 'Balamites,cauſed'two captaines wyth they 
ndes to be ſtriken deade from heauen,- and atthe time of his depar- 
rare, with a<locke denidedthewaters.Samuel, was called firſt by aviſis 
0n,afterwarde lie denounced iudgeinent againſt 'a}- (nvalpocs 
the lawe : no ny2ct coulde appeach himvof the ſmalleſt intmry 
red the dayly ſacrifie,made'no difference of perſonnes ivanycaufe;and 


afterwarde by Gods greate mercy ,wastrafiſlated into the mount, that 


hee might not ſee the plagues which were inflited vppon the people, 
* Elizeus ſucceeded faithfully in the place of his prediceſlor, oppoling 


he ſhooke the Idoles and hill auttars, correted the mallice of rancke 

,cured Nzamian of his leproſey, iſcoucred the moſt ſecrete am+» 
uſtes ; thatthe king of Siria coulde deniſe or plot in bis priuy cham 
ber,with many other workes of extraordinary grice, which prooucth 
from-what ſpryng or fountaine he derived his authority. The _—_ 
Ecay,aldeithe were royally difcended,as diuers-wryte , ab I the 
wanton pleaſures aud delights of the courte , preferting thornes and 
crofles of the godly, before garlandes and entifing fauours of therepro 


bare, He'was eyer at the Princeselbowe, to ditethim in the way of 


rrveth; brought him daily meſſages from the month of God,cured bys 
vicer;defended the Orphanes, and poore wyddowet,?.: encouraged the 
fayathearted, male theTonne revert tenne degrees; which it never dyd 


| before nor euer fince, and at the Jength became a Martir, Dauid was 


a\man;ſcleRted according to the heart of God, for the mildenelle of his 
difpofirion, befide;his iuſtice and religion wete'ſo well/acrepted in the 
ſight of God;as hysſonne was forborne'the longer; norwithſtanding 


his idolatry. The platforme of the Temple. was comitted to his keping, 


by the tands'of God himfelfe, wych every pinne-and niyle that apper- 


tavned to rhe ſame,” and as the woman tolde him, ' ſo was be in verye 


deede,Sapiens ſicut angelus dei,diſcreete and wiſe lice one of Gods an- 
\ Abdias (44S. Ierome thinkes) for rewarde of hys conſtant cleauing 
and adbeazingto the predchers of the promiſe, during the hloudy roge 
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| ſt matters :.no weather. . 
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belly of amighty Whale,aud preached  afterwarde* 
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ba GlowTheÞ he 
Elezabeth, lncedebar in omm: alkedi 
dervents ganbeteaterSyon tt yneng of Chriſt ulprbhel 
many yeeres "ney mT "0 nk Lights in prayer apd faſting,without de+ 
parting from the temple. ppen dphere? ; wereanſpyred wyth 
like @ik, and (as Eebine — 7 all' yame pleaſures | 
lib.5.ca 22 ef the worlde,remayned vergins whyle chey im Fame we whom 
theangel v En Caro wyth all his houſe, gauccr» 
ceeding greate almes-to che poore and needy, , and perſiſted 1n prayer 
The greateſt parte of thoſe,which had the gifrof Prophecy, after tbe 
time of the Apoſtles: bare aboure the s of our - and Saui-. 
our leſus Chrift in theyr bodyes, Policarpus, the ſweere Martir of our | 
Theo.lib.1, Lorde,. had a certainedreame or viſjon not long before his ende, that 
cap.7  hysbolſterfell on firewhich myghr eyiher ſignifie & prefigure death 
| or conſtancie;for ſuftering the ſoft pillowes to be burnt, which the wie 
ked(as the Prophertonesy that they may fincke, more caſile ayd deepe 
into fiane;love © cheyr e}bowes,Burnote char firſt this vifion Fac 
Excc.13.18  afterfaſting,and continuall grones and prayers,” powred/onr. both day 
and hens that the ſame was preſented to a perſonne. of fach trut} 
as neuer ſpake any thing which. "ov not foorthyith to paſle, & laſtly 
that he ſcaled his report, with the ſtam - of Manterdome . Potamiena 
gaue a certaine watch worde to B one of his cheefeſt rormen- 
| Fuſelib.4 915% chatere i were long e by Gods greatemeny: his ear« 
cap I.4+ —_— te,he ſhould beteconed andadmutted 3 1nto Srace (as in deedt bee 
| Wa thys virgine, was amirror of rue chaſtity, and neves juke 
worde-inthys kinde, yl the very poyoratid ement ofhet di 
on{(as Steuen nec t uens open) In like manner Gadeewanledie-, 
to Conſtantine, by ſpecia!l grace, ſuridry attempts , and enterpryſes of 
hvs eanemics; betare cyuer they wore ſerze in handgburwe oſt remem 
* Kenchinks was 5 the ER Emperour, thas wholly andehyavghly: + 
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of ſappoſed prophecies, = 
felled Chrifte , 'planted trueth inthe garden of ſecuritie , weeded vp all 
lyes perm wan enim by the yery rootes, encouraged the godly - - De viez f 
niſhed the wicked , helde the' Church in peace , heaped fauours of - conſtant, | 


neuolence apd bountie , vppon the golden Biſhoppes of that age,cutte 11þ.z.cap. 
ſhorte theyrienimies , and at the laſt departure aid this Iyfe ; gave POINT 


vppe the ghoſt in ſuch a mylde and quiet forte, Ve non moti pruden« | 
tibus © that| tothe wiſe, bee ſeemed not'to dye, but to exchaungea vi 
_ corruptyblellyfe ,;with an eucrlaſting garlande. , $/1h 


Tohn,the Moonkejof Egypt, who gaue forewaming and intelligence Theodo. 
ro Theodofius,of all bis ouerthwartes , Et ſciſcirantibus multis, res fu- 1;þ,,, cap 4. 
turas przdixit * and foretolde to many that enquyred thinges thar 
hould*come'topalle , was a man of pecreleſle vertue ( as the ſtoryes 
write) ſequeſtred frompleaſures of che world , ſpending his whole | 
tyme in contemplation . Serapion was able to reporte, the com- Euſcb. libs 
ming of a ſpeedy meſſenger, that brought the ſacrament , whome no. <4p-36+ 
man that was in the chamber ſawe., but this was afterlong and heauye Conteſlt, 
penance doone for ſacrificing before Idols. Saint Auguſtines mother, lib.6.cap.r3. 
(as _ ra after a reps” any yourgs ,ina Wee 0p 02 
reciſe and"ſtreight degree , receyued comfort in her fleepe, that ber j4j;1ar. 
Tait Hchbibo contented : whatetiors thar principle AK 6 fayle, ep" 
that albeit artes, and faculties which are taught by men, maye encreaſe 
'by exerciſe, yer other graces, that proceed from God,are multiplied by .. . 
*mercie,and npne are capable of ſuch, ſaue thoſe that apply the yertue of Socra.lib.4 
theyr mindes;toleoke yppon the beames by which they were illumy- ©P*! _ 


mae, 5: | | 
Icouldprpdutte a golden number of ſuch prophetes, as it pleaſed 


dis..oces 
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God, bothe for aduauncement of his trueth,and teproofe of finne, to 
rayſeypinall ages; bur ir may ſuffice, that all of them were famous in 
the world, foritheyr puritie of lyfe,and theyr. dealings futable in all de- 
totheyr funCtion, With the wicked prophets it fareth otherwile, 
for if we lyſt to ſcan the forme and manner, of theyr lives and dealings 
among men,ſhal finde,that howſocuer ſome of them can ſhadow their 
diſhoneſty with greater leight then the reſt, yet all of them are in ef- 
fe,as farre from godlyneſle,as thoſe other were from errour-and inMi- 
quitie. Euen qne of thoſe Sibillas, which are ſo much ſpoken of,con- _ - | 4 
feſſed in playne termes, then by the folly of her parentes , ſhee was de- Euſcb. de. x 
uoted to ſuc akinde of trade , as berefte allnodeſt mindes of ſhame, V!t2 conſt. 
and of it ſelfe was altogether youde of common honeſtice » A certaync 
zcalous perſonne, hauing agood wyll ro deuide cbaffe from corne , by | 1.1 
thar aſſured principle of Chriſte , whoſocuer wyll lyue godly in Teſus - 
Chriſte, muſt ſuffer perſecution, %e, Demaunded of Maximilla , (the i } # 
falſe Prophereſſc)in the firſt age of the Church : befides of men, which 7 ig 
'were brought. yp atid-inſtrued in the ſChoole of Montanus, and lyke- '1 : 
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2h A defenſatiue againit the poyſon 
wiſe of the women, which beganne to chatte without all moderation, 


1dem. lib.g. Ecquis optimorum,&c, Whether any of thoſe honeſt folkes, were cuer 


capy,  perleciitedfor the tructh, by the Jewes or Infidelles : Nemo certe (no - 
truely (ſayth he) not one of them. ie Ag ens. ae drowned, and 
made away themſelues, 'moſt lyke to thoſe Circumcellions , againſt 
whome Saint Auguſtine vndertooke to write , proouing that not the 
| maaner of the death , but the goodnefle of the cauſe, giues the crowne 
Lib.s cap.7, of Manyrdome ,  Againe,in diſgrace of ſach badde Prophets,as with 
_ -theyrolde wines tales(as ſaint Paule bath tearmed them)difturbed,and 
diſordered the peace and quiet of the Church . Apollonius,a learned 
' writer ſetteth downe,thar Montanus, was a great procurer of diuorces, 
| anabolither of olde faſtes, preſcribed by the Church, and a ſetter vp of 
newe, an exaQtor of coyne,a taker of bribes for offerings : adding tur- 
ther,that women were no ſooner inſpyred with his ſpirite, but foorth- 
with they ranne away from theyr buſbandes, and (as S. Ierome writes) 
A.D.Gerst Deſerunt viros Helenz ſequuntur Alexandres , theſe Helenes forſake 
theyr owne good men, and runne after Alexandres, a meete lyuerie for 
ſo badde an occupation , Dydeuer Olda the Propheteſlc , the blefled 
virgin Elyzabeth,or ſaint Phillips daughters, paynt ne a faces, colour 
their heaires, weare gariſh apparel], practiſe vſurie,or play at the tables, 
All theſe good thinges, could Maximilla doo, beſide, fathering a falſe 
commaundement,ypon our Sauiour Chriſte . as if he had inhibited kis 
Apoſtles,for the {pace of twelue yeeres after his aſcending vp;to depart * 
from Ierufalem. ; | 
The blinde prophetes of Egypt, which enduced Valerian, to perſe- 
cute and affli& rhe Church of G O D, fell to the ſacrificing of young 
boyes : Ertprofundas exercuerc me. a0 , and praftifed a —_— 
Peda in Kinde of ſurteltie or coniuring. The Biſhoppes of great Brittayne, ob- . 
| ſerued Auguſtines demeanure , with great aduiſement : and cheefelie, 
Hiſtor, 5 D Rows | 
whether at theyr firſt approching to his preſence, hee were mylde and 
| rw lyke a Lambe, or raging lyke a Woolfe or Tyger , for by the 
uires,bothe men in generall, and Prophetes ought to bee diſcerned, 
Mecichior, Abbot Ioachim, of whome ſome made a woonderfultaccount (ard I + 
can, lib, 12, eſteeme) to be the beſt learned'of that crewe, was woonthily reprooued _ 
pag 722. | for his errour,vpon that place of faint Iobn: Ego et pater voum ſumus, 
| as if it ovght rather to be vnderſtoode of vnitie, then fubſtauince . And 
Sananorola beſide his.bufineſle,in praQifing againſt the ſtate, beyond 
the warrant of a Preacher : perſwaded a young Frier , who for thejuſti-. 
. fication of his maiſters doing wc wylting to committe his body to 
the burning flame, to take the Sacrament in bis boſome. Ineuer heard. 
of any of theſe 2ymers and diuiners , De futuris contingentibus;, but” 
had his errour,ifa man would hunt for it : for thovgh they worke ac- 
cording to the Serpents guyle , yetthey wanz the Dooues ſimplicitie. 
| | | TE a0 OP. 
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|," * offapoſed prophecies. 
By this we learne, that though the name of Chriſte, be ryfe in diuerſe of 
theyr mourhes, becauſe(as (aint Auguſtine writes) no man dares ende- 
uour,to abuſe in theſe dayes, Nifi nomine coopertus chrittiano, vnleſle 
he be couered and vayled at the leaſt, with the tytle of a chriſtian : yer 
when they lyue not as ch:y teach , that maxime of the ciuill lawes, 
muſt of fojce take place , Proteſtationem aQui , contrariam' non 
releuare, x TILE ' 
[Zvribermore, wemuſt obſerue, that as the fayth of holy Prophetes 
was more ſtrong, theyr conuerſation more honeſt, and theyr words 
. moreplayae = thole of the falſe : ſo was the manner of theyr 
dealinges,farre more bolde and confident. They neuerſhruncke our of 
the beats way,for feare of any ſtorme; they regarded neither blaſt,nor 
thunderbolte of penall lawes : bur alwayes ſer theyr faces ; with a gal - 
Aaat courage againſt ſinne , eſteeming lyttle with what rigour, or ex- 
tremitie they were intreated ar the handes of mortall Kinges; fo long 
as the meſſage with which they were checfely put in truſt, were preſen- pg, c 
ted as it oughtto be/, Moſes was not afrayde to delyuer his opinion 
in bolde wordes,ſo often as it pleaſed G © D to employe, or vic him in 
that charge... Samuell forbare not to recount to Saule , the ſharpeſt ry- 


+ Achab, that onely hee and his houſe, diſturbed the 3-Re. 18 
: in refpct whereot,not one of them ſhould be lefre, LAY 


CEN 


' peace of 


eo 
bat ers. | Ichu, reprooucd Baaſa to the teeth, though by this meane 3+ 
1 of a Prophet,he became a Martyr.El:as, openly profeſſed himiſelfe to be 


of his Church in Ifracll : and againe , hee was deſyrous that Naainan bh 


der force the deuyll , or his kinde haue had to roote vppe 


true Prophecie « Thus dealt Nathan with Dauid, Efay with Ezechias, 


Jeremy : with Sc 
with Pylate; Panle with Agrippa, Iaac wi 
 Eudoxia , Sy Ec 
of this good forte, axnareas, ro the cyrcumiſtaunce of the tymes, and 


aſtedfaſ -confcience ro GOD, and lefte agood report among the 

ople i» The fourmer worde of ſaynt Peter, wylh-ſende out beames 
| Ba vnderneath a buſhell,and giuelyghr in the darke, whiclyproper- 
tie encouraged that woorthy Appollonius , to ſendeourchallenges, 


all falſe ty br Twogemnd were bredde, that eytherdarftpre- cap.17. 
fume to truſt 


emſeles,or would hauc credite in the woild, Vt yenirent 
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ould come, which were thatthe kingdome ſhould be rent r.Recry, 28, 


Te againſt a wall , much lefle ;to-ſwaye the Scepter of imperiall 
Reg. 6. 24 


the onely Prophet, whome it pleaſed God ro reſerue, for the miniſteric , reg, 2 


to him, tor cure of his diſeaſe, thatall the world maye 4.Regin.G | 


dechias , Sziat John rhe __ with-Herode, Chriſte 2.Cor.4.z, 
1 [ulian, Chryſoſtome with 1.Tim.3.7, p 
on with Valerius\, Iohn with Theodifius :' and the reſt 2.Cor.s, 24} j 


erſonnes, where they ledde theyr lyues and tooke charge , bothe helde Peta, 9% 


t0- Eulcb: lib. 5, 


; ' 


18. | 


VEPEagy . 


Pray 


h *: ad i > eto ite cs Ponds” 


Rom.19.10 


| 4 defenſatine againſtthe poyſon, 


in queſtionem iudiciumque ſubirenc, that they woulde not liicke to 


cometo tryall,and to ſtand co iudgement, for as trueth ſhriaketh into 
no corners, ſo commonly,Qui male agunt oderunt lucem,and though 


it be required of ys to belecue to rightwiſenes, yet muſt we profelle al- 
'fo  Claation: | 


s 


ler.28.8, 
Amos. 3.8 
Nu. 22.18, 
Apo'tz.19. 


AQ 7.52. 


The Prophets which were before thee and me (layth Teremy to Ana- 
nias) were wont to prophecy ouet many Jandes, and ouer many kyng- 
domes, of warre,afflition, hunger &c.God ſpake the wordes ({ayth A- 


mos) et quis non prophetabit, and who will not prophecy 2 wee may 


deſcric a notable example, of thys ſtrict conformity, our of -the Pro< 
phet Baalam,who would not vtter one worde more or lefſe, then God - 
commaunded him. Againe,it is affyrmed in the booke of reuelation, . 
that if any man ſhould enterpriſe to deminiſh any parcell of that booke 
of prophecy , hys name ſhould be remooued out of the booke of lyfe 
for euer.S. Steuen,demaunded of the ewes, which of the Prophets was 
not had in chaſe, from the bloud of harmelefle Abel, to the murder of 
the ſonne of Barachias, ' whom they flewe betwceene the temple and the 
altar, and all thys came of ſimple dealing , in denouncing iudge- 
ment agaynſt iniquity. Thoſe godly fathers, myght be more Fly mat=- 
ched and compared with Eagles, whych alwayes prune and buske theE- 


| ſelues before a ſtorme, then to the ſwallowes, which depart with faire 


weather,or wyth Dolphines that wyl ſwimme no furtber,then the tyde 
wyll carry them. Now looke into the counterfaites , whichlike Battcs 


- and Owles , are cuer woont to ſhrincke and ſhrowde thernſetues in fi- 


 dumeſſe Deo,quam hominibus,that in 


lence, vppon ſeruile feare,and apply theyr heades and fancies, rather to 
the ſmoothing of mens 46 ba are great,then reſoluing what 
is trueth, becauſe it is vncertaine. TE 
' The Sorcerelle in the firſt of kinges, refuſed flatly to call any fpyrite; 
in reſpe& ofheauy puniſhment,denounced by the Fas edi&t, yntill. 
he gaue her leaue, whereas ſhe ſhould haue donne the duty of her cal- 
ling, it had beene conſonaunt to religion and piety, for heauen and - 
earth ſhall perifh, before that cuerlaſting _—_ decay, Magis parcn- 
| ings which are not ad|:dpypa . 
but peremptorily charged and commaunded by the law, we muſt ra- 
ther obey God then magiſtrates.Of thys crewe was that Mooriſh pro- 
pher, who whiſpered Abdelmon in the eare,while he was working tor a 
crowne, with thys 0070) TW Modo taceas preftabo,ſo thou wilt 
bolde thy peace,l wyll pertourme my promiſe,and fo are all thoſe wiſe 
men (as we call them) 1n my conceite by contraries, who will not va« 
dertake to furder any man,accordiog to the fooliſh arte, before they 
ſtipulate two thynges, that 1s, beleefe in that they meane to worke, and: 
ſecreſey whereof the firſt alwayes putteth the deuill in poſſeſſion of the 
partyes ſoule, the ſecond bringes aſſuraunce to themſelues, of theyr - 
oo owne: 
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awne impunity.From hence come all thoſe out cryes of thoſe wanton - 
'u te viderce; nobis eaquz rea lunt, ſed loquimini nobis pla- Ef. 30,10. i | 
 centia,diuine not,touching matters that are right or , | bur ſpeake .. = 
thoſe thinges that pleaſe, and what are they, forſooth becauſe we ſhould = . 2 
not pawſepr ſtuddy too longe, it followes in that very lyne, Videte no- : 1k 
bis errorehwhere pon we gather, that they would not be pleaſed nor: i þ 
contented} ,, ynleſle couſonage the ſauce of flattexy had altered theyr BY. 
 taſt:and yetit is moſtcertaine(which S. Avguſtine: ſetteth downe)that 
Qui lethavgicum excitat,ct qui phreneticum ligat , verique moleſtus, 
. verunqueamat, he that eyther awaketh a man that hath a lethargic, or 
' manicles a/phrenticke, though ro both be ſeeme to giue offenceyet he. [ 
looueth borh &c,The glofing Prophets,had {o long bewitched Acha- I 11 
Kg a p he SO not abide the fropher Mi e: becauſe pr I | 
uer brought him newes,.  butcyther of one plague or other, 1,Re.22:8; Ef 
/ though «6 hl alfencea not the prophets mallice de caules of l 
the {ame,and Amaſias would haue inhibited the prophet Amos,to pro- "- ; | 
nounce the plagues in Bethel, which God derermaned to fend vpon the 
people. | Spbed _ Efay.4+ 
To theſe Ladde all thoſe, Qui cum nos beatos dicunt, nos decipiuar, .ler. 4.17, 
whodeceiue vs when they call vs happy : which cry peace bevnto you, ler.27.13; 
when the ſword bath peirced to our ſoules, who with a ſhameleſle lye, ) 
would coniuze vs to belecue,that we ſhould not ſwerue', who promiſe Mic. 3. 
.courtefie , a0d yet byte (a) with theyrtecth', who weaue ſtraunge (b) | 
webbes,and enter,into. (b) counſailes, bur not by the ſpirite of almigh Eſay.30.1, 
ty God, Quicum dulce (c) fucrit vencnum,abſcondunt' illum ſub lin- (c) 
,who ”_ poyſon.is {weete, hyde it vnder theyr rongues , ſeduce Ilob.21.12. | 
c hearts ofithoſe that arc harmeleſle, Per dulces (d) ſermones et. be= (d) | E 
| 
{ 
| 
, 


nedictiones, by ſweete words and bleflings, ſowe (ec) pyllowes vnder the Rom.1s 17 

elbowes of all ages, to erage ſoules which purpoſe if they can at- (e) 

chyue,itis a kinde of lyfe or refreſhing to theyr hearts,ſo that while the Ezc.12.18. 

deuill daunceth rounde abouras in a maske,our ſenceslikethe winck (ft) 

ing eycs of Argus,are bewitched by the pype of flattery. But becauſe 2.Tim.1.4, | 

d gaue notto S..Paule,the (pyrite of ſeruile (f)feare, as may appeare (8) | 

by that he _— attempted any thinge by the meane of afſentation, (g) 1,Thel1.4 

becauſe he neyther ſought ro (h) pleaſe men,nor giue place to fleſh and @— (Þ) | 
1) bloud, becauſe he executed and perfourmed not the worke of God Gal.1.10, . 

(k) deceytefully,burlifted vppe hys (1) voyce, with courage, truth and 0 (1) 

confidence, howe braue or high ſo cuer ,, , confiſtories of greate rulers Gal.1.16, 


were: we may tepute him as atrue,& lawful propher,& ſo much thera= (k) [ 
ther, by thys ſound ctfeR, chat the wicked could no more. encounter, or Ier.48.10, | 4 
reliſt his courſe.then they could the doGtrine of S. Steuen before,Prop- + (1) | [; 
' terca quod (m) redarguerentur abeo,cum omni fiducia , becauſe they Epb:6.1 9: | 
were reprooucd by him, with all aſſurance. (m) | 
| Qq.z. A nother AQ.6.10 f 
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(n) 


Dan.2.309. 


(p) 


1.Cor,4.2 


Clem.rec. 
65. lib. 4, 


(t) 


2.Cor.4.7 


(v) 


Ex0,30.32. 


(x) 


£.Re,14,17. 


v) 


Rom.9.3. 


(z) 


Heb.tt.z5 


(a) 


 Tob.3.tr, 


(bd) 
Ioh.5.3. 


(c) 


A Nother circumitaunce ought 
-phecy aboue the reſt,and will be counted 


- niſters and ang 


- orvidary pieck;aff 


 (o)hys owne glory, bur he that ſeeketh the glory 


| 4 drfeinſutint againiithepoyſon 
ligen caddy ro'be noted andre 27 
ded in this cauſe;tbat is, whither won noe, Mok git offro 
pphets in the world, apph 
bam ber iro ro the profite of themleh te Hhy'es od, 

comfort 0 The faythtall.1 haue ſpecifyed 'how ſcrupulous the mi- 
els of God were euer.in accepting any-kinde of reve- 
rence frony men,thatmight detratt ordraw oneiotte from the divine 


 prerogatiue. Wherevnto we may adicyne the warinefle of Daniel who 
9 , 


lealt(") the people mightaduaunce him,any poynrabour bis 
| them hand ,” that miſteries were nor Te- 
vealed, in reſpe@'of more great andawple meaſure of diſcretion, or 
wyledome that was'in him, For whoſoeuer ſpeaketh of himſelfe ſecketh 
of him that ſent him, 
is true,and in hym reſterh no kinde of injuſtice. What are we (ſayth S. 
Paple) {p) bur miniſters of Chriſt, and diſpenſers of his miſteries? and. 
(q)againe;his miniſters in whom you hauc beleeued, we confiſt nor of 
a nature more diuine and excellent then other men, as diuers thought, 


 thatwould'hauce honourcd Paule and Barnabas,in ſtedde of (r) Iopiter 
- and Mercury;/We differnotin ſubſtaunee (fayth (s) S, Clement)bur'in 


profeliis and godlines,we ſtore and hoordevp no treaſure in theſe ext - 
then veſſelles (f) Vr ſublimiras fit virtatis dei,et non'ex nobig;thatthe 
excellency may be of the power of God, and norof vs &c. The Prophet 
Moſes-was fo carefull,borh of his country and for thechurch'of Chriſt, 
and ſo rethelefle of bys owne perticuler,as for theyr ſake he-wyſhedl ro 
be caſſed out of the (u booke of life. am the man'(ſiyth Dauid) that 
haue (x) finned,and dealt naughrily , rheſefily ſheepe have not com- 
mitted any faulr, and therefore let thy wrath be rourned againſt mee | 
and my fathers houſe. And Paul bimifelfe wiſhed robe (y) Anathema - 
from Chriſt for his brethren', [which wete his kinſ-men according to 
the fleſh &c. This onely difference there is,that when ir cameto reſo- 
lution, whither Moſes would take charge of greeued and aftlidted n:cn, 
or become 4 byrd of Pharaos neſt,he preferred the diſgrace'(z) of Wra- 
el] before the wealth of Egypt. And\when Paule coulde not pleaſe God 
without offence to men, he forſooke all for the goſpel.Chriſt c6maun- 
ded the diſeaſed-men, that had beene cured at his hande : ro make no 
(5) noyſe or brate 'abroade, bur.to depart in ſilence , when the people 
ought tocrowne hym like a monatke of the world , (whoſe pryde'is 


2.Rc. 12.28, no parte of eternall glory) hegotre vppeto the {b) mountaines. © Be- 


fide,” if loab durſt not deprive his maiſter of the credite and honour, 
of larprifing a certaine townecalled Abcla by anticipation , (c) Ne 
nomini ſuo aſcriberetur viftoria,leaſt the viEtory might haue been af | 
cribed to himſelfe, howe tmuchlefle may we prefame to yaunt or glory 

pa which 


: s * 
 - of ſappoedprophecies. 


«MA Paul ſaies)haue nothing of our owne,but what we: . © 


which inde 

hane (a); Pt 2 7k | 
The ſame/Apoſtle, beeing vrged;and as it were enforced, for the cre- 

dite of the meſſage which he brought, to tell what had beene reucaled. 

to himlelfe by extraordinarie fauour , yicth ſucha kinde:of baſhfull 

ſpeeche.and ytteraunce, notwithſtanding in theſe wordes, Nouj homi- — _ 

nem, | knewe a cextayne man : againe, Sive (a) in corpore,fiue extra _ (3) 

corpus,Whetheriin the body,or without the body. Furthermore, tranſ- 2.Cor.1243, 

ferriag the certayne knowledge, of the ſecrete from him{lfe roGod 

and laſt of all, not ſo much as touching it, tyll foureteene yeeres com« 

plete and ended,after the thing was doone,as aman my readily diſco+ 

uer his ſpirite,to haue been Apoſtolique and holy. Much after the ſame 

manner,Saint Iohn the Enangeliſt ſuppreſſing his owne name; altoge- 

ther-in all mutters that concerne himſelfe 3 victh none. other tytle then - 


1.Cor.4.7 


- 


of the Diſciple, whome Iefus (b) looued , Moreover, it is holden for a laid! | TH 2 


principle,by ſaint Paule in another place, that whoſoeuer thinketh him (c 
ſelfe ro be (c gp; june heis we4-6 in verie deede, ſtandeth Gal.6,5. 
in his owne lyght , and is verie much abuſed : and for feare Jeaſt Paule #: * JJ 
himfelfe, might be too much (d)extolled or puffed vp , with the great-. 
nelle of i0ns,an angel] of Sathan was ſent to buffet him . - The _ (©) 
Angell would not abydeto. be adored (by faint Iohn) in reſpeR hee 2.Cor.12,7, 
was his fellow ſeruaunt+ for(e) ſince.it is theyr office to giue attendance Wh 12 # 
yponthewylllof God , and theyr greateſt honour conſiſteth in the ſer- Latt, de fal, 
uice,which they doo before his Throne , it is moſt farre from theyr in-- *?P: 
tent,to challenge any.thing that may depriue or robbe him of his glo - 
rie: And:therefore 1s it well fayd,by Malacbie, ()Si ego Deus,vbi ho« (f) 
nor > If I be GOD, where is my honour And againe;by Efaye, that Mala. 16. 
be (g) wyll nqt refigne his glorie to another , 1 wyll notſtand vppon (pg) 
the quoting, and repeating of a multitude of places; whereby wee may Efay,4 2,8. 
be1taught,hoy fitte it is to detrate,as much as may-be from our owne 
preſumption, and adde it to the fauour ofalmighty God, and neverto 
relpe&t the paynting of our plumes, when wee ſtriue about atrayning 
grace: for by this lyttle we may finde, that whoſoeuer vaunteth of avy 
good thing ,; that deſcendeth not from aboue, hath'nor the ſpyrite of 
God, but of Lucifer, neytber is a Prophete-bur an hypocrite. 

The ſame courſe haue;the Prophetes eucr holden, touching wealth: - 
for Golde is but an excrement of earth, and therefore vofitte to bee 
weighed , or 6 Hrapany eh" an omament of Paradiſe  , Abraham; () 
would receyue/no kinde of preſent from the king of Sodome, leaſt hee Gene.14,32, 
might be thought,to have beene the(b)richer by his lyberalitic: Saule 6) 
was commanded ror no ſcrappe nerparcell-of the ſpoyle,thar 1,Reg. 13, 3» 
was withdrawte from Amleack. Samuel, the blefled Prophicd of al- k) 
mightic.God,tpoke a folemac othe ghaz he had neuer(k) gleaned; nor Regs 12, 3. 
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$-REB-13-3: inthe boule,and by themezoe of a falleProphete 


” 


A defenſatine ageini# the pryjon - 
<2 "Id | : : E SR AI IE” 

_ embeaſeled the valne of a myre, that belonged ro his neighbour . The 
Prophete which brought rydings of the notable diſcomfiture of Ben- 
nadad,was charged 90r to eate one cruſt of breade, or drinke one cup 
of water by the waye : which charge, becauſe he (1) brake and violated 

e, a Lyon ruſhed vna- 

wares out ofthe deſarr;& deuowred him. Elzeus,could not be perſwa- 


(1) 


 4-Reg5115- 4.4.to rake fo much(m) as a frayle of figs or reyſovs. Nor(n)Perer,and 


1a:® , Iobnof Simon Magus,for the gyft of myracles. Judas himlelfe,bauing 
ebb: %2,.* ſomewhat betrer thought yppon the horrour, of his owne moſt exe- 
(0) crablewillany,nn ſelling his deere maiſter for thyrtic poo , long them 
Muth.27,3- to the(o)Pbariſcis;in a hanging rage,neyther durſt Phariſeis them - 
(p) {clues (howe greatly focuer they reioyced 19 the deede.) beſtowe them, 
Matth.z7, 6--in thecommoti(p)treafure of the Church , becauſe they were the price 
(4) _ of bloud;&c. We reade jn deede,that ſaint Philippe Kept open houl: 
AQts.21,8. .and(q) hoſpitalitic, for all the workemen in God: bleſſed harueſt, bur 
aria any parcel} of his wealth , was gotten by the prophecies of his 
OY. 4, rz © Wemaye layethe lyke of (t)Balaam, who reieRted 2 rirch brybe, of 
() Debora, of Nathan, Dauid,Olda,Agabus,&c. which ſpake by lawfull 
Marth: t6. g. warrant of the holy Ghoſt , and coofirmed theyr conceytes by ſounde 
_* - aucthoritie . They np enough , who mph ra 4 
&s.20, 35, Ciples, (1) QuzFratis accepiſſent;& gratis dare , to gjue Irecly, what 
1 tv) 2 Aka Minty ws * and ahoſe principle it was lykewiſe , that it 
Prou 23,43. Was amore(t) bleſſed thing to give, then to receyue . They were not 
(x)  ignoraunt, what oddes there was betweene (v) purchaſing ani fellin 
£.Par.to;7. truech , thar God delyghteth not in(x) gyfres , that no wile man, wyl 
am pricke his fingers among thornes , -whereasnp Roles are to be oathe- 
x. Tim. 2,44. 43 that Biſhoppes ought not ro be ſharpe and (y) eager vpon gaynez 
 (z) © © norfeede the flocke for regarde of (z)'benefites ; bur of their owne 


(b) _ ciples; (a)Nudos volare;tharis to ſtrippe themſclues before they tooke 
theyr flight : Ne (b) auri deprimerentur pondere, leaſt otherwile they 
might be depreſſed by the weight of treaſure . T be wordes which 
9 ſaynt Peter and ſaynt lohn vſed ro the ſeely crypple , at the gatc of the 
Aas.z3,8, Temple which is called beawtifull: (ch Aurum & argetitum non habe- 

(d) mus .wefe not ouercaſt with fo fayre a flouriſhe to the carnall ſence of 
Wart. 2.5 15, Mangas thoſe of Iudas, Quid{d)vulris mihi dare, what wyll you give 

(c) , mee, worevrrered with a delyghtfull harmony : but thoſe which ſoun- 
ARzn; ded worſt reſtored ſtrength, and thoſe that pleaſed beſt-gaue a fee (ec). to 

(f) the gallowes. Saiot Paulc was ſo farre;from {ſeeking toenrich him- 
+.Cor.rt, g. {clfe by ſacred gyfres and offices, as becauſe he would be{f )chargeable 


Hieron.a 
'Exuper, 


ro 


of fippoſed prophecies, 
e Jaboured with his{g) owne proper hands, He could not endure 
blaſte of raine glorie, & though he knew by warrant of Gods 
they which ſcrue(b)the Aulear,are ro lyve vppon the ſame: yet 1.Cor. 4,3+ 
ed all his intereſt and lybertie,aad was afrayde'to temper with (kh) 


the baytes and lymerwigs(1)of gayne : leaſt eyther they might take holde 1.Cor. y, 13. 
winges,or 


of his win abuſe his diſpoſition. When the Queene of iberes, (&) (6) 
would haue rewarded the good capryue' with large preſentes, which io c. Tim.s, 11, 


the name of leſus had recoucred his ſoone : ſhee transferred all the merite (&) 
eto Chriſt, deſiring only that the Queene by ſauing her own Socr. 1b tr. 
Id be thankfull vnro him, that was the author of ſo great a be- cap.7, 
Liberius,che p_ Biſhop would not accept, one (1) crowne of (1) 
hich were ſent him from Conſtans that wicked Emperour , in Theod.lib.z 
a francke gyfror beneuolence. The zealous Moonkes, which cap.rs. 
d our of theyrcelles ,, by Theophilus the Biſhop of (m) 
Alexandria/'to miniſter &ſcrue in his Church : finding the ſayd Biſhop, Socr.lib.s. 
 Viram in(mJpecunia facictda conterere , to ſpende the full courſe of his cap.z, 
lyfe,in making ſummes of money; would abyd no longer in his iunfdic- (v) 
rzon. Ir is moſt cerrayne, which Tacitus ſerteth downe, (n) Res virtute me- Annal.lib 4 
lius,quam pecunia ſtare, that thinges proſper much berter, by vertue then (0) 
by coyne, whereas they are woont to lye' moſt (fayth (o) Latantivs ) that De falfa 
couctte wealth/and hunt for gaynet Quz res proculdubio a ſanRtispro- fap.cap.4. | 
phetis abfuif,which ching(ſayth be) withour all:doube was moſt far from @—(p) 
Þ tes: Wherefore nor vnto vs,O Lord , norynto vs, but to thy 1.”Tun.c,5. 
bleſſed name be all honour and glorie . The wicked rake gaine, robe _ (q) 
perfet(p)godlineſſe, they ſpare(q)nor the flocke , they ſpeake peruerſe Acts.20. 2.9. 
_— ro(Ndrawe Diſciples after them. They ſecke'(ſ) glorie at 6) * 


which (t) concerne themfelucs, and nor Chriſte Tefus , they defend it as a (1) 


rinciple, Op etiam,vnde canque(v) ex malo acquircre;that we may Tohn.s,4 4. 
atch on all ſides by naughty meanes , and why fo? becauſe (Cayth o_ (t) 
- Phil. 2,27. 


(#) lohn) they haue looucd the glorie of men more then of GOD, h. 


zarde then ſecuritic . mandragorz, then holynefſe, a meſle of redde in (v) 
| portage , then lyfe cuerlaſting. And as Origine writeth vppon the booke Sap. 15,12. 
of (v) Numbers, wee enquireno more after ſuch lindes of men , becauſe (x) 


they hane the lotte of Darthan and Abiron, thar is, the earth hath ſwallo- Jobo,12,4 "= 
"wed them : whereforc it is nor noted, 2s the meaneſt blefling, amonge (5) 
"thoſe which it pleaſed God , to ſendeto Salomon for Davids fake, rhar Ong. in 
'golde and fijuer bare no price in his dayes, for, ſo long as mens eyes are Numb, 
Saſeled with a golden funne, it wyll be fornewhat hard to ſtaye the gree- 

dic mindes | of many from defiring that which is not lawfull . They 

"which carne|to the Prophicte Balaam for aduiſe , brought with them in (2) 
theyrhandey, (z) Djuinationis preriunr , the rewarde of his duunatio n. 

The Levite profeſſed vnto Micheas, that he was content to ſerve'; but it rod (2) 
ſhould be. (3) Vbi Ebi xtile fore proſpexifiet : where be founde its forhis "00-1, 19 


R r.1. | greateſt 
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hande, andnotfrom GOD alone, they followe thoſe thinges As,20, zo. | 


Num,z2, 7. 


hy * 
- ane wand me 490 


: A defenſatiue dgainit thepoſow 
) reateſt benefite.The fonncs of Heli, were ſuch Prophets as theſe, gleanin | 
LReg 2,14 in daylic from the people, which repayred at pyentrooy wry Fo 

- (0-"; afieftcd minde,to the daylic ſacrifice : and the ſonnes of Samuel.(c) lykes, 


Fl) R wile, who notwithſtanding the religious cxample of theyr father, decly-: | 


| ned into greedineſle, recciued brybes , and iudgemept. In this 

4 _— a may marſhall Gieze, who was atall that his nd refu-, 

Mic; fed: thoſe falſe Prophetes lykewiſe,whichio the dayes of Micheas,(e)Din 

f: 3 uinabant in pecunia, prophecicd for money « The Pychonifſe, which is 

a6 30>: affirmed (f) Magnum quzſtum preſtitifle , Dominis ſuis digipando, toi 

(o)  baueprocured great gayneto hir Lords by prophecie. The Malcontentes 

Liuiftb.n. ® Rome,which(as Liuie ſhowes)(g)Nouos ritus ſacrificandj yaticnando, 

''* inferebant in domos : brought new rytes of ſacrificing into private hou+ 

ſes, to the peryll of the ſtate, made theyr profite of young mandes,abuſed 

by the vanaries of ſuperſtition,vnder the maske of prophecy-Among thele 

| may we recken the ſoothſayers and whyſperers, who gathered fo faſt at 
Rome, as the Senat was gladde to ſette ; ar an, Or 

none but gentlemen ſhould apply thoſe matters , leaſt ſo-diuine an arte 

(a) mightbe wreſted from the/maieſty of religiba to the ſeruitude of couſi- 

1.Tim.4. 10 Page. Among thele, we may not omitre (a) Demas,who. forſooke Chriſte 

| (b) forthe worlde, nor Natalius; , who for fifty ſhillingas was byred.to diſ- 

Eule. lib. 5.: charge the deuty of a (b) byſhoppe among hetetickes, Moreover the glo- 

cap.vit,, Zzing 166% vpmay it inthe tyme of Irencus(2s himaſelfe reportes) when(c) 

(c), |, the. church was luke warme withthe bloud of Chriſt, were wont for gaive 

Cont.Val. Occulta hominumin apertum proferre, to bringto lightthe ſecretes of 

 lib.2.ca.53. mens hearts. And Montanus erqares}=1o uae with a winde. of 

(d) glory,firlt made acloſe compa with (d) $ 


a. 


atthe laſt, that 


notwithſtanding former + 


Euſe.lib.y  yowes and promiſes to God,and afterwarde began to propbecy, To con- 


Cap.IF. clude,of thys kynde are the Prophers of thys tyme,who feeding ypon fol- 
lies of our minde, as a ſcabbe dooth vppon noiſome bumors of the body, 
leane away the thrift of wy men, and eate yppeſily wyddowes wyth 
ouſes; Belike they are of the ſame mynde whereof Nipos was, in ſaint 

lJeroms time,they beeleeue wyth that prating iacke Servetus, whom Cal- 

uine put to death,for herefie at Geneua,or with the Libertines, that all the 
ſtedfaft promiſes of grace and fauoure,. which were made by Moſes at the 

bliſhing and ſetting foorth of the lawe , ſhould be performed in thys 
lyfe, for otherwiſe they would nar ſer drofle to ſale in ſtedde of golde,nor 


. 


ballace empty veſſels with volawfull merchandiſe . By thys therefore-wee 


* 
- 


learnewhat to deeme of thoſe- that will not pleade bur for a fee,nor gyue 
warning without wages, | PC UIMP NE: £5 


N Owe lets poſe them once againe with hys demaunde , Whither the 


| falſe prophets of thys age, agree.together in theyr. aimes,, for thys 
E) , note Paule embraceth as the reft, publiſhing in all the. churches that 
1.Cor14:' . God was not the God of diſorde, (c) bug of vanity, Againe;be will baue all 
Ne | men 
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then to be petfe&t in our (f) knowledge, and one kinde of vnderftandiog: 33. 
and "to fpeake one trueth' ; as Chriſt himſelfe woulde baue bys diſciples (f) 


by | to hys(h) Cor vnum otic heart, wherunto Via s) 


vna;ofne why is even pe ever energy (ov bothe are monuments of truth, loh, 13.35. 
and pledges of his fauour;Before any man preſumed to build towers ypro  (b) 
heauen;rhe worlde' way (b) Terravoius labii,' er corundem ſermonum, a Ezc.r1. 9, 
1ande of-one lippe and of one language; ' Ar the firſt beginning ofthe () 
Church; when'the graces of Gods boly Hirite were moſtplentifull, there Ier,32.39. 
was but one (1) heart,'and one foule among all the beleceuers, they were (k) 


of one (m)conceyte in all thinges , © and helde rogetherin one lincke of Geo.rr.2. 
(n) charity; They gaue order forthe curring (0) of thoſe off, which went (0) 
abour to diſturbe thys golden - meance- ;- which is the (p) bonde of per- AA.q.32 « 
feion,and the ch ſpeaclewhereby we may (q) ſee Godin his glo« (m) 


ry'tv cf 
-of -Cerinthto be (r)carnall. For where as there is amongſt you ſtrife and (nd) 
emulation are you not carnal ſaythhe,Ergono Prophets. (s) Animalis e- 2.Cor.13.t 


nim homo; non percipit ca quz ſiit ſpiritus dei, for the ſEſual or carvalmi Philip. 2. 2. 


(fayth the ſame-Apoſtle)pereciueth not thoſe thinges, which are of the ſpi- (0). 
rite of Goll/&c.with whom S. James agrees in cuery point, affirming that Gal.5.12. 
 kinde of wifedome not to deſcendefromrhefather of lighr,bur ro be (t) (0p) 
Ferrenam apnimalem;diabolica,in carrhly, ſenſual ordiyeliſh.So long as Col.3.15. 
it pleaſed Gpdrto deliner oracles , (v) Per manus omnſum videntium-er (q) 
prophetarum,by rhe handes of all the ſeers and the prophets, they were al» Heb.12.15 
wayes founde in tune,and ready (as LaQantius reportes)to iuſtific them» . © (T) 
{clues by one affured grounde and with one voyce- , (x) whych $S: Paule 1.Cor.3.3, 
calleth (y) ldipſum inuicem ſenire,in ſo rauch as neyther the Carpocrati- (s) 
ans couldefiade any iarre among the fathers,nor (2) Apelles any diſcorde 1.Cor.z, 13, 
inthe Canon, But among the counterfeites aſwell in thys as othernotes (t) 
e, it is farre otherwiſe for as they byte at euery bubble Tac 3.14- 

thactaryſcth in a troubled water,ſo Chriſoſtome noteth-, that they ſquare (v) 
andvary not only from the Jawfull paſtors of the church : but even among 4.Re.t7.3 
theyr owne fraternities, as for example Ephraim from Manafſes, Annas (x) 


from Caiphas, Herod from Pijlate,one frerting and ain oneanother, De Ort. err. 


hike a generation of vipers,&c. till rhemſclues be conſijmed, and thys is lib,z.cap 8, 
cr among holy y) 
men or abouteholy matrers. When Deiotarus and Corta, beganne to Jay Rom,rz.'15 
theyr heads togetber,about the formes and plots of theyr prophecy: good (2) 
Lord fayth one, whata difference and oddes were berweene theyr rules, Ve Euſc.lb.s 
(a) quzdam _ efſent contraria,fo as ſome of them were moſt plainly cap. 13. 
contrary,and in an other place,the ſame author witnefſeth, alias gentes (&) 
ater figna interpretaras;thar ſome-countryes expounded theſe thinges; in Gal.5.15. 

a diuerſe ſorte from others, whereyppon we may note, that theyr dinnari- (a) 

on eonfiſted noringhe yerzve of rheqhing it ſelte , bij in the Alouriſh of Cicero.de 


R r.2, thevr divine, 


Ft oF 


) 


.nored,and diſtincted by this ſpeciall (g) property of louing one another, 1,Cor, 12.25 


Tin memes , Paule might be bolde to conclude the church 2.Cor.12.9: 
£ 
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| 


% ___ #: 
”» 
- —_ - - __ oo 4 
. > m F d ' + "one 
3. Q -Y l 4” 
A M ws ? Le, M 4 om 
v Ly : S Paey _ 
We) , p4 " g ? ” TE? Y * Ac _— M 8 pn hs 
n bs — - 
$—> <2 : 4 s TS -< 
_—_ - OS IEG Fe pa 


- 4 = ou < 
I MS" oe % 


5 CT"; a ad A 
- » "a L. a _ & 


—— , 
Sy 
I LY Wk Ro” = - 


LS. 
"1 | 
. _ Fond þ 
—_— 
CO ”- ——— " 
+. 


TT Sn =o IIS 
< wy - _ : "NO , 


wo : by 
La a =, 
av _- .. #4 % 
-— Bip ad . 


Xx..." "I y ns. C *464-.2X y4Y . 
5 _ * p " 4 kn. het - "_— —_ my 
_ Mt ms 0 _ Pi 0x I , b 
a. ER. REDS PE. rg > oy , 
ow” CO one ER < 7 « 2g + " a 
_—_ - Pw 35, 0%4 
z vg my 6 -3" al m——_— 
_——_ _ Xx 
hoes. med 
Dy &= _ 


y 


[5 mY *Y <=» 20. 


R ————C I 
» 3. 4-50. 
- 
- 
_ 


: Dcyu.z1. I Ls 


=: D_—*. Deg,” 


i 


more the diucrfity of groun 


Gen. 16.4 


lad.y 


Mar.14-6., 


Dan,r3, 36. 


Tobss.6. 


Mar. 11. 30. 
AR.23.8 


A defenſatine againf the poyſon 
cheir owne imaginations, The Poct* and Prophets as we find in Plutarch, 
could hever be ſerce/1n ove tune together in recommending of the credite 
of Apellos Orac|cs,neyther can we reade of any concorde or agtrement, 
berweene the Prophetes, which were cuer whyſpering 1n the eares of Silla 
and Marius. Cafar and Pompey, Octauius and Antony, ſauing when the 
packe was ſette among the _ knaues, to deceive all patties  Further- 

Or pr 
tlicyr ſencelefſe hopes, was thought by Socrates, to be the 
oftheyt debare, though in very deede thege was tructh in ney 
hauc ſpoken fomwhar before 1n my diſcourſe againſt Aſtrologi 
ning the fowle coctadiftions, between Aſtrologers,about the s, 
goncrhors, aſj &c, the lyke are dayly- feene- among the -conjurer?, 
which ſhotte by the deuils ayme,and therefore it is tytne to checke thys 
ietting Agar , which defpiſerh her olde dame the church and ſpouſe of 
Chiiſt, &ro ſhaue off the lockes & pare the nayles of thys Egypt 
ſel}, which falfes to skirmiſhing and ſcratching of the Prophets, altho 
ſhe can preuayle no more againſt an armie marſhalled in order , then thi 
ET. murua <#deſe truncabant ) or foolyſh tes of 
Cadmus ; which neuer gane 'oer rg. rms. rome ues ſo 
long as any one was left aliue to mayntayne the quarrel{ - / Many gaue 
io cuidence againſt our Saviour Chriſt (fayth $S. Marke) Sed conveni- 
entia, non erantteſtimonia, but there was no concorde oragereement in 
theyr teſtimonies. The wicked _ in Daniell, delivered the worſt a» 
gainſt Suſanna they could deuiſe, but theyr tales were ho more lyke, then 


a Pomgranct and a Mulbery. | So fareth it with our Prophets for though 


ſt cauſe 
fide, 'I 


ſceme by channce ſometime to conſcne, and agree together, itis 
but afterthe manner of Sampſons Fores, whych were ryed by the tayley, 
and diſfcuered by heades, that is vnired in luſt and deuided in iudgement. 


aoties evim-repetunt,toties vatiant, for ſo often as they repeate theyy 
aunſwers(ſayth $, Auguſtine): ſo- often doo they choppe and alter them, 
One Schiſme fell our among the Pharaſies , about the power whereby 
Chriſte wrought his miracles ; another about the baprime of S. lohan, 
whether it were from heaucn or not, anda thyrd, more bytter then bork 
thoſe;touching the ryſing of the dead . Some Prophetes were of a mynde- 
that lerufalem ſhould pen1ſhand lye waſte, others that ir ſhould flouriſlie 
and be reſtored ro the former glory , and as no man almoſt can keepe ſo 
badde adyer, but ſome mountebantke or other wyll a)Jlowe,ſo no courſe 


can be viidertaken ;. ſo farre wyde from probabje and likely groundes, 


 whereto the deuill is not ready by one purſuiuaunc or other , togyuc a 


quicke encouragement, which prooues no lefie thar conſent js a badge of 


tructh, then that diſcorde 15 an care marke of vacertaitiy, Pithagoras de- 


rived all fortes of vertues Ab vnirate, which vudera vayle imported God, 

the fane'to be free from all ſporttes and ſteynes, and Chriſte de< 
Greth alſo that hys diſciples may be knowne by thys,tor though ſome 1a 
| | uiſh 


ples wherevpon the Pajnims buile. 


ncet- 


Egyptian dam« 


(1 10f poſed prophecies, 


ton ha may chaunce ſometime to 
ſareſt archer may a ognann 


ql ibouty ck. 


Soera.lib. 44 
 cap.21. 

In Arguſt, 
—Epiit,106+ 


On ao us 

whereby 1 could with char Propbers ſhould haveckey r 

a deaan Gne be moanh of God kind Wl 

manoer ; letthys be your ſigne ſayth God , ae 2 hoy Deur,18.31. 

th,yf 4 come nor afterwarde to paſle, I ſpeake.ir noe, 

by ſwelling and puffing of his mande &c.aod 

FTP Pi pt a ang YR 

15 truely ſear from God, maybe diſcerned LEST 

ga er} rains ophecied of peace,his word. take cf > 

ETD EEE SLSR dung 6" if ks 54 Plal.r15. 1x. 
me to palle;and agayne, though all men be lyers, . yet wy 

which palleth from ny mouth, ſhall nor rerurne yoyde, . or wyth- EGy.55.12. 


out RA \me/,./Sedfaciet quzcunque-volui,, et proſperabitur i in his ad 
z-miſi illyd, but ſha] worke Seeds pleaferh me,& profperin thoſe 
yer to which 1 have appointed and direftced it. A wiſe man will not 
truſt a glaſſe that repreſenteth a ſirauoge face, much leſle a cogging Pro+ Socra, lib.s. 
pher that rel of ſtr fortunes, Vt enim quiſque optime conicit,ita cap.t9. 
optimus haberi deber, for as men ayme and coniecure beſt,ſo 3.Re.17, 24. 
the c of theyr Prophecie.. 


T he'widdo jy en Sareptha , Ry” ing ber ſonne reſtored ynto lyfe againe, 
ma Ab effeQis eps, rey. ſhee was aſſured that hee o_- man of * Regis _. 
God,and his word —_— in his mouth,&c. Micheas, hauing been con» 
demned to impriſonment(withthe brezd of care & water of afflition)by 
the King; was content to be diſcredited for euer,and accounted as acarticr Fai. 41.2 4: 
of tales and lyes,if the King returned with his lyfe from the bactell. Anod+ 
tiate quz ventura ſunt in futurum,& dicemus quia dijeſtis vos, 3 Tell vs. 

C _ by Eſay)what things ſhall comet paſle heereafter, and we wyl 
m__—_ whereby iris apparent, that no iudgemeot can be 
or _ the kyil,before proote be made of his abilitie. The Sar Tohn,. t 5, 
one wa would not pr ng we Chriſte to be a Prophete, tyll he had dif- 


' gouered her Rare, and ——_—— matters which ſhe ſuppoſed ro haue been ar 

boue mans reach: And to the ſame etfect $. Paulc FR war that the ſimple 

man, which emering into the Church-where the Prophetes are,  findeth the 1.Cor,14. 25 
decpeſt ecreres of his hart reucaled, wyl! fall downe proſtrate, and confelſc 
that God is among them, It is reported in the prayſe of leremy, that whar- 
focucr he ſpake rooke cite: and for proofe thereof, it cannot be devieh, 
K Je 7 tax 


lere.32. 24. 


A aifenfatine again? thepoyon 
tharſo/ſooneias hehad arning tothe people, - that they ſhould 
Repg$e: "9 re per wriiptrurage Oar han A ones 


5d - had given.<6fortto APES 65 He ID AK EP? vr thatthey 
oO | ſhouldeate , tbe plentic and aboundaunce which came after ſee 
, " med woonderfull. The reaſon why Saulc repayred rather ynto Samuel, 
then any orher for aduiſe: was becauſe, Quicq | loquirerur fine ambigu- 
I, I 1,9. jrate venitet ; mn kane means of ro paſſe without ambiguti, 
Ns 
1,Reg.15,26 


ſoaner delyuered ;opanjcanag g) 
Po a kingofbe. cyl her hyIde away : and Chile ro theCromnion, about yn 
attn-® 15- of his ſonne;, No aſped., and another recoucted in that verie minue 
WHO the Prophere led foorth a Lyon, ro deuoure his fellow, for refu- 
3-Rc,20,36, ſing ro ſtrike at thewarning'of almightic God ,the beaſt was ready at a 
and « Faiade diſtrated and'torne.in peeces,for contempt and breach 
_ of duety, Nothi ing can-be ſayd;lefſc obebiaia the wdgement and con- 
- - ceyrof man: hen char th loud of 2K or Queen, ſhould be lycked vp 
3.Reg, 16-15 yithdoggeric66dering that. care & dillige henſwhichas derek by 
” that pe Tr vledabour as. 2s ee ac ge 
a 21, 15 15 theyrt ies,and yer,the oy 8 Was 7: Prophete was fulftlled:; Juxta ver» 
m Domini,quodlaquutus fucrat,&c. Whether diverſe of king Ezechias 
Re20, 1h, Wo chyldren;were not made Eunuches inthecourt of Babylon,as the pro4 
SIT phere toldeylet the Scriprures-1cſtifie:;. The lewes themſelues, com 
rn 
thoſe ſharpe-plagues which ichaunecd to Terufalem : a good ' wbyle after 
: Clniſte had —_— them, what ſorowes were. to come, beganne to thinke 
Adts.1, 27. better of hiscallin ng» The faithfull,belde'the Prophete Agabus in ſuch a 
| ſound conceyr,as after he had certainly forwarned, of a pyning dearth that 
ſhould enſew : they layd theirpurfſes rogerher,& prouded in good time, 
againſt the dreadfu}l-weapon of neceliitie. The ſchoolemaiſter of Antioch 
Theod.lib.3 had no fooncrpronounced what ſhould become of lulian;; but he was a. 
cap.19, - : reſted bythe maſce of prouidence, to aunſwer for his bloudy Naughters , in 
| che court of condemnation : inſomuch., as another of his ſort was able to 
determine, of the certayne minute wheretn thar ſauadge'and wylde boore, 
which had beene fo long rowting in the vmeyard of Chriſte, ſhould ann- 
ſwere the price of his tyrranny. Another godly Moonke, was fo ſtedfaftlie 
3-Re.22418. retfoldelgliar God would not breake the word which he had bothe war- 
_ Tanted, and reucaled by his Prophetes : ay not much vnlyke that rare ex « 
ample of Micheas;he engaged his owne vpon this poynt,that the ty- 
raunt Valens ſhould'returne no more, vnlefle; hee firſt enlarged the good 
Theo. lib.4: Biſhoppes, which-were then diſgraced,and in pitrifull enduraunce, for pre« - 
Cap. 3. ferring religion before hand trueth before flattery.: For thoſe, 
thinges which-are revealed to the Saintes, are, Grandia'& firma, whereas: 
the tables which are _—_— inthe forge of Sathan, -and __—__ _— 
credulouy, 


#1011: of Dppoed prophecies), 1. 

credylous,farcheytiowne miſhappe.are bothe, Vana& ygcua 7. What: the **7*-335+ 
lawfull Prophctrs-ſayd; was euer true. What Zedechias, Paſhur,Semetias,} 

 Simion andthe reſt ſerte downe eyther melted, and dillolued rnto/ 
{mnoake,or fell gut to the contrarie, Theig blefſioges, were Euer turned in- 
to curſlinges}, theyr fayre weatber.into ogme , theyr hope; into deſpayre, | 

their/expeQation.intoemptineſſe,theiegunth into-mourniog: and hawſa». 

_ euer they dafired to diſperſe abroade;; and-give. our, Placentia, ,thar' is, 
imnaginationstoplealg.z,yer theirhappe was neuer(itit were not by,meere 
chaunce);o delyuer, Verazthat is, ound reaſons, ro perſwade, oredifie. - 

. When an and Maximulla were moſt forward,in making men a= 
frayde with ſhaddowes,and perplexities of, miſhappes to.come. Euſebius  _ 
reporteththat not onely forraine warres and troubles were at a ſtyll, which -iÞ.5. ca.r5. 
was not ſcene in.alo tyme before, Sed & ipſis chriſtians, ſtabilis & ſc- 

Cura pax pery: anfit-:, bur. the! chriſtians themſclues, Fegappg in aſtable Socr. lib,7, 

- and ſecuxe tradquilitie, Alemandures,a falſe Prophete,rooke Ypop him to cap.1Y. 
aſſure the Perſian,that be ſhould conquere Rome, but.himſelte was there 
moſt ſhametully:diſcomfited... When the falle-Prophetes, jn the dayes of 
Micheas,werejnot aſhamed to crye out alowde:Dominus in medio noſtra b_ 
non venient ſuper nos mala, God is in the myddeſt of vs, and no mitfor- Mich. 3, 8, 
runes ſhall come ouer ys, &c, Gladius peruenit vſquead animam , the 
ſword pierced,to the verie ſoules of them - 'By this we finde, thar not that 
pf ww Link Th ſuperaquas, which, was carried ypon the waters: but ; 

e glo{ing fpirite, which dwelt in the mouthes of Achabs counſaylours, Gene.?, a, 
pofleſictb, bothe the rongues and hearts of thoſe falſe Prophets, which de. 

lyght in lyes , and the moodes of other ſimple menne, who make proude 

fooles, more obſtinate'and glorious, by too grear facility to be ſeduced,So, 

many reaſons and examples, of the nr 4 io falſe Prophetes,and theyr- . 
Ciſtreſſefull endes,hauc beene ſer foorth before, as I'wyll brefely conclude 

_ with Papias, truePaſtour ofthe firſt and-pureſt age , that we muſt nor 
give fayth, or credite ynto Prophetes, which bobbe and rove at all aduen- 
tures : but determinevpon'certayne 2 re pun: to thoſe, which alwayes : 

ſeeke to pleaſe our bumour,bur to refourme our liues,not to thoſe, whole Fpbe 4, 14. 

final! ſcope ts glorie, but edification ; Laſtof ll, votto thoſe, Qui circum lud.12, 
ferfitur omni vento doftrinz, which are carried about with cuerie puffe of 
dorine : but grounded yppon that ſtedfaſt rocke'oftructh, which is im. 

regoable, 7 7.4 FE 590,14 Sb 
: Thus hauc I brought a long and tedious x» to anende , whereby 
alchough I reape none other benefite, then of fatiſfaCtion to the wor!d,to- 

gether with mine owne diſcharge , from friuolous and fonde conceytes 

_ withoutcolour : yerit ſhall content nite, and perhappes auayle me in the 
fight of GOD, to have employed my 5l.oge bent my ſlender force,to 

the rayfing and defacing of the baxtlementes of this wicked Babel, of con. 


fuſed hopes, which leadeth tyckle ſubices, not encly from conſent in 
language,as the fourmer dyd, whole yoppe aſpyred to rhe clowdes: bur,to 
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